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Ax introduction to a book may be fo far uſeful, 
as it may explain the writer's intention, and enable 
others to paſs a fair judgment upon his, performance. 
For, unleſs his particular views be well underſtood and 
«conſidered, it is probable, that he may be raſhly cen- 
ſured for diſappointing thoſe hopes, which. he could 
not have gratified, without departing from his plan. 
Some previous obſcrvations, then, may be proper in 
the preſent inſtance, to apprize the reader what he 
may expect. „ 
The following practical reflections on Scripture 
Characters were originally drawn up for the inſtruction 
of a plain Congregation, and delivered to them in the 
form of Sermons: and to their uſe they are now 
more immediately dedicated. The Author, indeed, 
though with much diffidence, ſubmits them to- the 
public: and to this he has been induced by a deſire 
to promote the profitable ſtudy of the word of God, 
among others, as well as among the people who are 
- his peculiar charge. He preſumes not to ſolicit the 
attention of critical readers, who are pleaſed with no- 
velty of ſentiment, literary remarks, or the embelliſh- 
ments of ſtyle and language. For ſuch perſons he does 
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not write; and therefore, were he capable of enrich- 


ing his compoſition with thoſe ornaments, which would 


have recommended him to their notice, he muſt have 
declined it, in order to be conſiſtent with his own 
purpoſe. But he hopes that the ſerious inquirer after 


ſacred truth, and the humble Chriſtian, who, laying 


aſide fruitleſs controverſy, is anxious to advance his 
own ſpiritual edification, will hereby be inſtructed, 
confirmed, and comforted, * in the way of righteouſ- 
neſs.” | 

The defign is, to point ont the proper improve- 
ment of the inſpired hiſtory, many parts of which may 
appear, to common readers, dry and unintereſting, 
and to offer ſuch reflections upon the various occur- 
rences, as a pious mind would wiſh to indulge. To 
this end, plainneſs of ſpeech is ſtudied, curious re- 
ſearches are avoided, nor is any new information aimed 
at, as being entirely foreign from. the plan. Thoſe 
doctrines, which have been generally received in Ac 
Chriſtian Church, are taken for granted, and a 
practical application of them is addreſſed to perſons of 
different deſcriptions. Neither the limits, nor the in- 


tent of the werk, would have permitted a laboured 


defence of each truth, that is here advanced. And, 
perhaps, after all the controverſial writings with which 
the world abounds, the important purpoſes of religion 
will be more effectually promoted by folemn and earneft 
exhortations, grounded on acknowledged principles, 
than by the moſt ingenious and ſolid arguments, in 
vindication even of the pureſt creed. The latter, in- 
deed, may be highly uſeful, as conveying light to the 

underſtanding, 
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vnderſtanding; and conviction to the: judgment; but 

the former, in general, have a more powerful influence 
upon the will and the affections, and are . more 
conducive to practice. | 

It is preſumed; that the ſtudy of ſacred Biogen 

as it engages the mind by the variety of remarkable in- 
cidents and characters, which it brings into view, will 
be attended with many peculiar advantages. The per- 
fections and moral government of God are hereby diſ- 
played and demonſtrated, while numerous and indubi- 
table facts declare, what has been His conduct towards 
his creatures. The nature of man, which is here faith- 
fully repreſented in different circumſtances and rela- 
tions, will be better underſtood, than by any ſpecula- 
tive inquiries concerning it. The great plan of Re- 
demption, alſo, will be more clearly exhibited, than 
by any dry ſyſtem of doctrines: for here we ſhall ſee, 
in what manner, and by what ſteps, it was carried on 
from age to age, and to what extent the benefits of it 
have been received and enjoyed by the true ſervants of 
God. Nor is it the leaſt conſiderable recommenda- 
tion of this ſtudy, that it ſeems particularly calculated 
to promote ſelf- knowledge. By looking at the ex- 
cellencies of others, we are convinced of our own 
duty, and our ſad declenſions from it, much more for- 
cibly than by the mere reading of precepts and diree- 


tions. And while we are called upon to cenſure the 


baſeneſs of © hypocrites and deceivers,” we are af the 
ſame time conſtrained to tremble far ourſelves,” to ex- 
amine what reſemblance we bear to them, and to be- 
ware of thoſe temptations, by which they were ſeduced. 
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A publication of a ſimilar nature and tendency *, 
with that which is here offered to the world, has lately 


appeared, and may be thought to render the preſent 
unneceflary, The Author, however, begs leave to 
obſerve, that he had laid his own plan, before he was 
apprized that any thing of a like kind was even under 
contemplation. And, though upon ſuch information 


he did not deſiſt from his purpoſe, he hopes that he 


ſhall not be conſidered as interfering in another's pro- 
vince, or as having the preſumption to ſuppoſe, that 
this ſmall attempt would ſuperſede the performance 


alluded to. For, though that be a work of confeſſed 


merit, yet, if it be continued through the old and new 


teſtament on the ſame extenſive ſcale, on which it is 


begun, it will not come within the purchaſe of many 
plain people, to whom in a more. eſpecial manner theſe 
practical exhortations are addreſſed. 

A repetition of ſentiment may be found in ſome parts 


of theſe eſſays; and this is ſcarcely to be avoided, while 


we are endeayouring to deduce uſeful inſtructions from 
the principal events recorded in the Scriptures. For, 


as we meet with ſimilar occurrences in different periods 
of the ſacred hiſtory, and as ſeveral of the characters, 


here delineated, bear a near reſemblance to each other, 


the ſame thoughts will naturally offer themſelves to the 


mind: nor ought they to be rejected, merely becauſe 


they have been ſuggeſted upon a former occaſion. 


Perhaps, at one time, a ſerious reflection may have a 


peculiar influence, and leave a ſtrong impreſſion, in 


* Dr. Hunter's Sacred Biography. Go 
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from of iden, which, at another, it might fail of 
producing. 

Upon the whole, the Author i is fully ſenſible, that 
he ſtands in much need of the candour of his readers, 
which he earneſtly ſolicits. But for a firm and undiſ- 
guiſed declaration of his ſentiments, upon the doctrines 
of revelation, he begs no indulgence. Convinced as 
he is of their truth and importance, he moſt anxiouſly 
deſires to recommend them to others; and he is not 
afraid to aſſert, that the principles he maintains, and the 
exhortations he delivers, ſo far as they are agreeable 
© to the law and to the teſtimony,” demand, and de- 
ſerve, attention. 

It is his ardent prayer, for all who ſhall peruſe the 
following pages, that they may © receive the love of 
the truth,” and attain to ſuch a knowledge of the holy 
ſcriptures, as will * make them wiſe unto Salvation, 
through faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus,” | 
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AD A N 
CHAPTER L 


8 E C T. I, 


The Scriptures of divine authority —iuſtrutt us by exam 
ples. Adam, a remarkable charafter—created and ap- 

pointed God's vicegerent—forbidden to eat of the tree 
of knowledge — received Eve—made in the image of 
God, as reſembling Him in ann. heling 955 and 
happineſs. 


1 holy ſcriptures are the gracious gift of God, 


an invaluable bleſſing vouchſafed to mankind. They 


carry with them indubitable marks of their divine 
original: and that they are © written by inſpiration of 
God,” has been demonſtrated * by many infallible 
proofs.” The attempts of infidelity, to overturn or 
weaken the evidence in their favour, have tended only 


to illuſtrate and confirm it. But while the outworks 


of Revelation are ably defended, it becomes every 
{incere. inquirer to ſearch out, with great diligence, 
the facred treaſures depoſited therein, Here, alas! 


what negligence do we diſcover! As if it were enough | 
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to know that the Bible is the word of God, we are 
williogly ignorant of all that it contains; or elſe we 
take up with ſome crude, undigeſted notions of divine 


things, which we have received merely upon truſt. 
The truth, excellence, and importance of the ſcriptures 
are by moſt perſons aſſented to, but, it is feared, few 


only, in compariſon, are giving a ſerious and diligent 


attention to them. 

An attempt, therefore, to excite men to ſearch tlie 
ſcriptures for themſelves cannot be needleſs, or unſea- 
ſonable. This, indeed, is a ſtudy to which curioſity 
alone might prompt us. For we ſhall hereby become 
acquainted with knowledge the mot ſublime, and 
events the moſt wonderful. But a far nobler motive 
than curioſity ſhould recommend it to us. We are 


called to it by the higheſt authority; nor can we neg- | 


le& it, without a manifeſt contempt of God, who, in 
that ſacred book, makes known his will, and requires 
our unfeigned obedience. Can any thing be more 


intereſting to us than theſe inquiries, © Who is the 


Lord?” and © What would he have me to do?” 
« May I not dread his anger?” or, “ Is there any 
way, in which I may be reſtored to His favour ?”—In 
theſe inquiries; ſo infinitely important to us, the Bible 
very fully reſolves us. Without inſiſting, therefore, 
on the beauties of its language, the ſurpriſing facts 
it relates, the grandeur of its repreſentations, and the 


ſublimity of its doctrines, its higheſt recommendation 


is, It is © the word of the living God,” and is © able 
to make us wiſe unto Salvation.“ 
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With a very ſmall degree of attention, we ſhall re- 
mark the particular method, by which the ſacred 
volume conveys inſtruction. Much the greateſt part 
of it is taken up with the records of hiſtory, and the 
deſcription of remarkable lives. Theſe are not to be 
careleſsly paſſed over, as they frequently are, being 
ſuppoſed to be of little or no concern to us, merely 
becauſe they are of ancient date. They are written 
for our admonition,” and it will be a ſuitable employ- 
ment for us to examine, what benefit may be derived 
from them. We all know the force of example in 
common life; and there is no doubt, but the narration 
of ſtriking facts, and the delineation of celebrated 
characters, may .be of conſiderable advantage. Im- 
portant truths are hereby conveyed ta us in the moſt 
pleaſing form; and a deep impreſſion is made upon 
the mind, in favour of religion, ſuch as no dry ſyſtem 
of doctrines or precepts can produce. 

To anſwer theſe valuable purpoſes, is the deſign of 
the preſent publication. Not merely for entertainment, 
but for © inſtruction in righteouſneſs,” it is intended 
to ſet before our readers the moſt intereſting circum- 
ſtances of thoſe lives, which are moſt diſtinguiſhed in 
the ſcriptures. 

Year before We begin, where mankind itſelf began, 
bete, god. with Adam. And here, if we give the 
lighteſt attention to the hiſtory of our great Pro- 
genitor, we ſhall be conſtrained to cry out, How 
wonderful a character was this! What an aſtoniſh- 
ing change did he experience in himſelf! What 
| B2 amazing 
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. amazing events did he ſee accompliſhed ! In him, the 


perfection of human nature was diſplayed ; and in him, 
it received that poiſonous wound, which will infect his 
lateſt poſterity. He ſaw the world in its glory; a 


' delightful habitation, without ſpot or blemiſh : and he 


lived to ſee it deſpoiled of its beauty, overſpread with 
violence, with ſin, and miſery, and, by his tranſgreſ- 


ſion, brought under the curſe of God who made it. 


What abundant matter is here for ſerious and uſeful 


meditation! Let us lift vp our prayer, that while we 


are contemplating © the firſt man,” who was © of the 
earth, earthy,” we may be led to the knowledge of 
« the Second Man, who is THe LORD FROM 
HEAVEN,” ; 

A variety of curious queſtions may be propoſed, 
concerning both the creation and the fall of man. But 


where revelation does not reſolve us, it becomes us to 


be ſilent, or to confeſs our ignorance. It may be uſe- 
ful to conſider the character of Adam in his primeval 
beauty and dignity, that we may diſcover, how much 
we have loſt by ſin; and what deſtruction it has 
brought upon the earth: whence alſo it will appear, 
how needful, and how precious, is the Redemption 


which the Second Apau has accompliſhed. 


Our preſent condition is like that of a magnificent 
ſtructure reduced to ruins. Enough is left to ſhew, 


that it was once exceedingly glorious. Here and there 


the remains of a ſtately pillar remind us of the original 
grandeur of this edifice *, . But who. can forbear 9 


* dee an affecting deſcription u of the deſolations of our r natore, 
in Howe's Living Temple, Part II. Chap. 4. , 


ing 


ing over its ruins? The heathens themſelves con- 
cluded, ſome great change muſt have taken place in the 


nature and ſituation of man. However they might 


differ from each other as to the origin of evil, in this 


- they were generally agreed, that man muſt have ſuffered 


ſome dreadful lapſe, and could not have come out of the 
hands of his Creator, depraved as he now is. But re- 


velation alone can inform us, how the change was 


effected; and this is the hiſtory, with which we are 


preſented in ſome of the firſt pages of the Bible. Moſt 
expreſs and repeated are the declarations, that man was 
originally poſſeſſed of perfect holineſs in his nature; 
and a clear account is given of his fall from that happy 
ſtate. © God made man vpright *, © God created 
man in his own image, in the image of God created he 
him .“ But by one man ſin entered into the world, 
and death by ſin: and ſo yon came upon ny 
men to condemnation . 
The earth, with its zich and beautiful furniture, 
was formed by the word of God, and prepared, like 
a ſplendid palace, for the reception of ſome great 


inhabitant, before Man, who was to exerciſe ſovereign 


dominiod in it, was brought into exiſtence, He too, 
as well as the various orders of creatures, which were 
put under him, received his being immediately from 
God, the original and inexhauſtible ſource of all life 


and bleſſedneſs. Not from any want of happineſs in 
himſelf, not from any expectation that the whole uni- 


verſe of creatures could add any thing to him, but from 


Eccleſ. vii. 29, Gen. i. 27, 1 Rom, v. 12, 18. 
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| a defire to communicate out of his own fulneſs of bliſs, 


and to manifeſt his glory, the great Lord of all was 


Pleaſed to call forth into being this lower world, every 


part of which he looked upon with approbation and 
delight, “ and behold, it was very good.” Man 


was deſigned to be his Vicegerent, or repreſentative 


upon earth; and to mark the dignity and excellence 
of this creature, above the reſt, the Lord God pro- 
ceeded, with a peculiar ſolemnity, to his creation, 


Other animals had been produced at once by the word 


of the Lord ; but now, as if upon a matter of ſingular 
importance, «a council is held among the perſons of 
the Godhead *, to- complete the grand work, and to 
form man upon earth. God ſaid, Let us make man 
in our image, after our likeneſs f. And the Lord 
God formed man of the duſt of the ground 4.“ Such 
was the origin of his body, «© which is of the 
earth, earthy;“ but to this a nobler part was joined, 
of a heavenly nature and extraction, which prove the 


| ſuperior excellency of the ſoul ; . for the Lord breathed 


into his noſtrils the breath of life, and man became a 
living ſoul.” 

Thus Adam, the great . of our race, received 
his exiſtence, in a manner very different from any of 
his poſterity, immediately from the hand of God. 
Without paſſing through the weakneſs of infancy and 
childhood, he experienced at once all the vigour and 


perfection of manhaod, Power and dominion were 


— 


* See Dr. Horſley's Charge, p. 49, and Dr. Kennicott's 


| Diſſertation on the Tree of Life, p. 29, 30. 


— 


+ Gen, i. 26, 1 ii, 7. | 
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given him over all creatures upon the earth; but he 
was obliged, at the ſame time, to feel his own ſub- 
jection. He was made under a law, which was, in- 
deed, not a painful reſtraint, but his happineſs and 
delight, during his ſtate of innocence. In addition alſo 
to the moral law, ſome poſitive commands were im- 
poſed upon him, 

The Sabbath was inſtituted for the worſhip of God; 
who, though every day was to be a day devoted to 
him, required that his ſervice ſhould be attended to, 
every ſeventh day, 1n a mere immediate/ and folemn 
manner *, During the other ſix days of the week, labour 
and an attention to inferior concerns were enjoined even 

upon Adam in Paradiſe, * The Lord God put him into 
the garden of Eden, to onkss it, and to Kee it f.“ 

There was one other particular precept, enforced 
by a tremendous ſanction ; but the obſervance was as 
eaſy, as the injunction was reaſonable. © Of every 
tree of the garden thou mayeſt freely eat: but of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou ſhalt not 
eat of it; for in the day that thou eateſt thereof, thou 
ſhalt ſurely die 4.“ 

Man was formed for ſociety; and therefore, 1 5 
promote his happineſs, as well as to propagate the 
ſpecies, the Lord ꝰ made him an help- meet for him F. 
From this circumſtance the church concludes, that 
marriage is an honourable eſtate, being inſtituted of 

God in the time of man's innocency J.“ 


. , Gen. ii. 3. + ii. 15. f ü. 16, 17. . ii. 18. 


l Solemnization of Matrimony, 
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But, paſling by other conſiderations concerning the 
ſtate of man in Paradiſe, we fix our attention on that, 
which was his chief glory ;——He was end IN THE 
' IMAGE or Gop. 

It is inquired, wherein conſiſted this divine i image, 
or liffeneſs to the Godhead, which Adam poſleſſed ? 
Some underſtand it of an outward ſplendour or viſible 
glory, that ſurrounded his body, and diſtinguiſhed him 


as the favourite of heaven. We deny not, that there 
might be ſuch a luſtre as Moſes had, when he came 


down from the mount of God *, or ſuch as the bodies 


of ſaints will have at the reſurrection of the juſt f. 
We have, probably, ſuffered by the fall, even in our 


external appearance, as we evidently have in our bodily 
ſtrength. But this is not told us: r would ſuch a 
ſenſe of ** the image of God” come up to the ſtrength 
of the expreſſion ; for the ſplendour that ſurrounds the 


Deity, whatever it may be, affords us the fainteſt idea 
of his perfection. 


Others have ſuppoſed, that the image of God con- 


ſiſted in that power or dominion which God gave Adam 


over the creatures. That he was conſtituted lord of 
this creation, as God's repreſentative or vicegerent upon 


earth, we readily allow ; but power or dominion an- 


ſwers not properly to God's image, for then the great- 


eſt in power would moſt reſemble God; which general 


experience contradicts þ. 


We are led, therefore, to look for another ſenſe; 


* it ſeems moſt proper to conſider the divine hke- 


* Exod. xæxxiv. 30. + 1 Cor. xv. 43; Phil. iv, 21. 
4 See Dr, n * II. Serm. 2. | 


al nels, 


ADAM. [22 9 
neſs, in which Adam was created, as belonging to his 
better part, and deſcriptive of that perfection of his 
foul, that univerſal rectitude of all his faculties, by 
which, according to his meaſure and capacity, he was 
holy as God himſelf, This ſenſe is confirmed by 
two paſſages of ſcripture, which ſpeak of the reſtora« 
tion of believers in Jeſus Chriſt to that divine like- 
neſs, which we loſt in Adam. * That ye put on the 
new man, which AFTER God is created in righteouſneſs 
and true holineſs *. * Ye have put on the new man, 
which is renewed. in knowledge, AFTER THE IMAGE 
or HIM that created him f.“ ? | 
We may conſider Adam, thus poſſeſſed of his pri- 
mitive glory, in three reſpects : 

I, As to his knowledge. The powers of his under- 
ſtanding were far ſuperior to what we are acquainted 
with. Sin has brought darkneſs into the mind; and 
ſpread a dulneſs and ſtupidity over all its faculties. 
Adam had an inſight into natural things, far beyond 
the acuteſt philoſopher ; as may be gathered from his : 
giving names to all creatures, according to their dif- 
ferent conſtitutions J. And it is probable his know- 
ledge was more by intuition, than by long deductions 
in the way of reaſoning. He came into the world 
a philoſopher, and, till his fall, he was ignorant of 
nothing but fin. All thoſe arts and inventions, which 
vulgar minds gaze at, the ingenious purſue, and all 
admire, are but the reliques of an intellect defaced 
with fin and time: and certainly, that muſt needs 


\* Eph, iy, 24. Col. iü. 10. f Gen. ii. 19, 20. 
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have been very dauer, the decays of which are fo 
admirable “.“ | 

Burt his knowledge of a moral kind was moſt excel- 
lent, He underſtood, more than any of his chiidren, 
the nature and attributes of God; particularly what 


were his own obligations, and what that perfection of 


obedience, which was due to his Creator. There was 
then no need that the moral law ſhould be written on 
tables of ſtone; it was written upon his heart, in fair 
and legible characters, ſo that in no inſtarce could he 
be ignorant, hat was required of him. He miſtook 
not through prejudice, nor could he be unmindful of 
his duty through forgetfulneſs. 

Is this our caſe? How far otherwiſe! How vain 
and preſumptuous is the boaſt of knowledge and of 
reaſon in fallen man! Do we not obſerve, what.igno- 
rance of divine things prevails in the world! What 
darknels is ſpread over our own minds ! The world,” 
with all its improvements in ſcience, and even in thoſe 


Places where learning has attained its higheſt eminence, 


te by its wiſdom never knew God +,” For near; ſix 
thouſand years by far the greateſt part of mankind have 
had no other religion than idolatry, And ſhall they 


| boaſt of their underſtanding, who, when left to them- 


ſelves, have run into the groſſeſt abſurdities, and the 
moſt abominable impurities, even in the concerns of 
religion ? Let us learn, how low man has fallen; and 
what an univerſal neceſſity there is for a divine illumi- 
nation 


* Dr, Sour x. 1 1 Cor. i. 27. 


II. As 
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II. As to his holineſs, Holineſs is that attribute g 
the Godhead, which is its brighteſt glory; for it is this 

which the bleſſed ſpirits, who cover their faces while 

they worſhip before the throne of God, chiefly cele- 

brate, crying continually, & Holy, holy, holy, is the 


Lord of hoſts!” And it is the principal conſideration 


in Adam's character, that he was “made upright,” 
ce in righteouſneſs and true holineſs.” 


1. His will, having no wrong bias, was perfectly con- 


formed to the divine law, He was free to chooſe. Yet 


we cannot ſuppoſe, that he could look with indifference 
upon every object, as if right and wrong appeared 
equally eligible to him. But, perceiving an excellency 
in whatever God approved, to this he was led with a 
ſweet impulſe- of the mind; this he admired, this he 
choſe, His underſtanding directed; his will cheerfully 
obeyed. | 4 

Ah! how different is it with all his poſterity ! Shall 
we boaſt of our goodneſs, when we uniformly chooſe 
that which 1s evil? Shall we-pretend to real freedom, 


when, through the perverſeneſs of our will, we are 
| hurried away to that which we condemn, and our li- 


berty is no better than licentiouſneſs ? What cauſe for 
humiliation ! What need to pray, Draw me, and we 
will run after thee }!” 

2. His affections were lively and vigorous in purſu- 
ing that which he approved. To obey God was 
his ſupreme delight ; what he rejoiced in ; as the an- 
gels, who, for their ardour in executing the divine 
commands, are compared to © a flaming fire.” Hope 
and fear, love and hatred, all united in exciting him 

with 
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Vith cheerfulneſs to perſevere in the ſervice of his 


Maker. No refractory tempers proved any obſtacle 
to his obedience ; no ſtupidity or perverſeneſs of mind 


damped his zeal.—Is it thus now? Do not our affec- 


tions, which are earthly and ſenſual, . prove that we 
are in a fallen ſtate? Do we find the flame of ſacred 


love always burning in our hearts? Are there no con- 


tending paſſions fighting for the maſtery? Not to 


mention our backwardneſs to the ſervice of God, and 


remiſſneſs in it, while we can be active and vigorous 
in the purſuit of every trifle ; what a numerous cata- 


logue of corruptions and vile abominations might be 


reckoned up !—Who does not pray; ce Create in me a 
clean heart, O God?” 


III. As to his happineſs.— The Lord God is happy, 


becauſe he is holy: the angels, who have never fallen, 
are ſo too. Thus likewiſe our great progenitor, while 
he ſtood in the image of God, poſſeſſed perfect felicity. 
How excellent his privileges !—Placed by divine ap- 
pointment in Eden, the paradiſe of God, which was 


richly furniſhed for his accommodation, what could he 


want from without? He was made a little lower than 
the angels, and had all things in ſubjection under his 
feet. From within, too, what ſources of bliſsful enjoy- 
ment! As he had no interruption of his peace from 


_ boiſterous paſſions, how delightful muſt have been the 
- . tranquillity of his mind! But the grand ſource of his 
bleſſedneſs was, his cloſe union and intimate acquaint- 


ance with God. It is the divine preſence, which con- 
ſtitutes the fulneſs of joy in heaven; and it was this, 
which made paradiſe itſelf ſo pleaſant an habitation. 

: But 
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But the divine inhabitant is fled; and man, hank loſt. 
the image and the favour of God, is become a wretch 
indeed! Have we not con nual experience of this 
truth? Alas! where is happineſs now? Is it to be 
found in any fituation of life, in any individual perſon, 
without the reſtoring grace of Chriſt? Wormwood 
and gall are mixed in our ſweeteſt draughts: ſo that 
the miſery, which overſpreads this lower world, may 
conſtantly remind us, how very far we have departed 
from Gop, 

The ſubject will ſuggeſt many practical reflections. 
1. We may learn, upon a compariſon with Adam, to 

be abaſed. See, what was his glory; and how great is 
our ſhame! „How is the gold become dim! how 
is the moſt fine gold changed!” Write his name 
IcxaBop; for © the glory is departed.” Let each one 
for himſelf conſider his own exceeding great depravity, 
and join with righteous Job in this humiliating confeſ- 
lion, © Behold, I am vile!“ 

2. We ought not to reject the PS as an unneceſ. 
ſary ſcheme. Inaſmuch as all have equal need, let all 
_ thankfully embrace it. Let not the decent and the re- 
gular ſay to any the moſt profligate, Stand off, I am 
holier than thou ;” but let all apply to © the blood of 
ſprinkling,” as being all equally undone, without the 
redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus. Inſtead of pre- 
ſumptuouſly aſking, Why was Adam ſuffered to fall? 
rather ſay, © Bleſſed be the Lord God, who hath 
raiſed up an horn of ſalvation for us.“ 

3. You, who have believed through grace, and are . 


partakers of Chriſt, have abundant caufe to rejoice in 
your 
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your bleſſedneſs. Vou are now in a meaſure reſtored 
to what Adam poſſeſſed; and yet a little while, and you 
will be happier than ever he was in an earthly para- 
diſe. Though for the preſent * you groan, being 
burdened,” learn to forget your griefs, in expectation 
of © the glory which ſhall be revealed in you.” 

But let careleſs ſinners confider, whoſe image they 
bear; how great is their miſery now, and what a tre- 
mendous proſpect is before them! So they may yet 
« flee from the wrath to come,” and eſcape the © fiery 
indignation that will devour the adverſaries.“ 


/ 


1 
ger hh 


Adam fell—the malignity of the offence—and its awful 
conſequences, in his body, and in his ſoul - tbe ſentence 
paſſed upon bim received a promiſe of the Saviour 
involved his poſterity in extreme miſery, corruption, and 

coendemnation— driven out of n iſe——died at the age 


of 930 years. 


IMMEDIATELY after the creation, © when God 
looked upon every thing that he had made, he pro- 
nounced it to be very good. But fin he did not make ; 
though for wiſe purpoſes he has permitted it. Let 
none dare to caſt the blame upon Him; ſince, from 
every view of his government, it muſt appear, that 
« a God of truth, and without iniquity, juſt and right is 
he *,” This muſt be obvious, even while we are re- 
marking the circumſtances which attended the 1 en- 
trance of fin among ourſelves. | 

A glorious character of Adam in his original ſtate 
has been delineated. The ſerious reader might wiſh, 
perhaps, to dwell upon the pleaſing ſubject, and to con- 
. tinue longer in Paradiſe, to contemplate its beauty and 
excellency. But we are ſoon required to quit the de- 
lightful ſituation, and to ſurvey the world in ruins. 

Behold the favourite of Heaven, the lord of the whole 


„Deut. xxxii. 4. U 
earth, 
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earth, degraded from his dominion, debaſed lower than 
the brute creation, an outcaſt from God and happi- 
neſs! What a change of ſcene is here ! What an awful 
contraſt to man in his primitive innocence ! While we 
are witneſſes to the diſobedience and diſgrace of our 
firſt parent, baniſhed from Eden, who can help ex- 


claiming; .** Adam, where art thou? Thou waſt en- 


alted unto heaven; but how art thou brought down to 
hell!” What confuſion is introduced among the 
works of God! “ What deſolations are made in the 
earth! Here once ſtood a ſtately palace, built for the 
reſidence of God; which is now become the habitation 
of wild beaſts, and of every unclean thing. Who can 
help ſhedding a tear over the mournſul ſpectacle, while 
he reflects, that © Here God once dwelt?” WY 
May the conſideration abaſe our pride, when we per- 
ceive, into what a ſtate of guilt and miſery we are ſunk ; 
and may this endear to us the rich grace of our God, 
which has provided a remedy ! We proceed, eee 
with the ſacred hiſtory, and remark, 
I. The fall of Adam. He did not long poſſeſs his 
original purity and glory; but, by one tranſgreſſion, 
as he loſt the image, he forfeited alſo the favour, of his 
Maker. Previouſly, indeed, to this ſad cataſtrophe, it 
appears that ſin had entered into the univerſe, and that 
a diſtinguiſhed part of God's creation had already re- 
volted. There had been war in heaven. A conſider- 


able number of thoſe exalted ſpirits, who ſurround the 


throne of God, had conſpired together againſt Him, un- 
der the guidance of one particular leader, called in ſerip- 
ture Beelzebud, Satan, or the Devil. What could the 

's event 
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event of ſuch a conteſt be? Who ſhall * contend with 
the Almighty ?” For * who hath hardened himſelf 
againſt Him, and hath proſpered ?” The juſtice of 
God was ſignally diſplayed upon this vile apoſtate An- 
gel, with all his rebellious company, who were, there- 
fore, driven from their high ſtation, and caſt into outer 
darkneſs “. But not content with their own ruin, 
they endeavoured to bring this new-created world into 
the ſame deſtruction. To accompliſh the deſign, Satan 
was permitted to lay his ſnares and practiſe his deceits, 
by means of a ſerpent, the ſucceſs of which we too well 
know. : | 
Our curioſity is not gratified with a minute deſcrip- 
tion of the management of this artifice, many crrcum< 
ſtances of which are concealed from us. But the prin- 
cipal fact is ſufficiently eſtabliſhed: and other ſcriptures 
confirm and explain the account which is given in Gen. 
iii, It appears, that the ſerpent, which firſt ſuggeſted 
the propoſal of eating the fruit, was under the entire 
influence of Him, who was a deceiver, a har, and a 
murderer, from the beginning f. The apoſtate ſpirit 
found acceſs in this borrowed ſhape, and made his attack 
upon the woman, (as it ſhould ſeem) apart from her 
huſband. She was firſt deceived , and then prevailed 
upon Adam to join with her in the tranſgreſſion. The 
temptation, probably, would have been rejected with 
abhorrence, had not Satan taken advantage of their ſe- 
paration from each other, and concealed his proper 
character. But he could only tempt, he could not 


. Jude 6. + Rev. xii, 9—2 Cor. xi. 3. f 1 Tim. ii. 14. 
Vol. I. C | force 


18 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

force them to ſin; No; the guilt was their own ; and it 

were preſumptuous to plead any thing in their excuſe. 
This baſe revolt commenced in giving ear to the 


- propoſal, which ſhould have been firmly reſiſted on its 
very firſt mention. Let their poſterity beware of the 


ſame ſubtle adverſary, and be afraid to hold a parley 
with the Devil. He began in a very ſpecious manner, 
c Yea, hath God ſaid, ye ſhall not eat of every tree of 
the garden?“ as if deſiring information, or inſinuating, 
that perhaps they were miſtaken in ſuppoſing, that God 
had given them fo ſtrict a prohibition, inaſmuch as it 


PE 
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appeared to be an unreaſonable reſtraint. He ad- 
vanced farther by degrees, till Eve's attention to him, 
and her wavering mind, emboldened him to fay, “ Ve 
ſhall not ſurely die.” We may obſerve, how the temp- 


tation, weak and trifling in its beginning, gradually in- 
creaſed. O let us fly from the firſt enticements to ſin, 
ſince we know not whither they may lead us! Let us take 
heed of liſtening to the ſuggeſtions of Unbelievers, who 
deſpiſe the denunciations of God's word, and flatter us 
with the hope of impunity. By this very device Satan 
gained his advantage in Paradiſe ; and his conſtant 
language in every ſucceeding age has TR 8 Ye ſhall 
not ſurely die.“ 

What, then, was the offence of our firſt parents? 
They did eat of the tree whereof God had commanded 
them that they ſhould not eat. And where was the 


great harm of this?” will ſome bold objector ſay. 


We are aware of the preſumption of infidelicy, which, 
by rejecting the authority of God, makes light of fin, 
and juſtifies the commiſſion of the vileſt abominations, 

7 ©} arrogantly 
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arrogantly maintaining, « I have done no wickedneſs,” 
Let us conſider, then, how heinous, and how highly 
aggravated this act of diſobedience was, and learn the 
neceſſity of an unreſerved ſubjection to God, whatever 
he may be pleaſed to enjoin. 

1 he command was expreſs, Ve ſhall not eat of 
it:“ nor was the duty difficult, ſince of every other tree 
in the garden they might freely eat. - But, by the vio- 
lation of ſo plain and eaſy a precept, they caſt off their 
allegiance to God, and ſet themſelves to oppoſe the di- 
vine government. This was ſuch a contempt of their 
ſupreme Lawgiver, as tended to ſubvert his authority, 


not in this caſe alone, but in every other inſtance what- 


ever, Indeed it is obvious, that their minds were un- 
der the influence of. ſome of the dau principles and 
diſpoſitions. 

The temptation, we have 8 was firſt, propoſed 
to Eve, and by her rgpreſentations Adam was ſeduced. 
This ought not to be alleged in juſtification of his 
conduct, for doubtleſs they were both actuated by the 
ſame corrupt affections. She would certainly urge 
upon her huſband the motives, which had prevailed 
with her; and he, probably, conſented to the ſin on 
the very ſame grounds. 

Behold, then, in what complicated guilt Adam was 
involved by this compliance; and ſee, how many of- 
fences were contained in one | He was led away by 
mere ſenſual deſires, in contradiction to the voice of 
reaſon and of conſcience, as well as of God himſfelt: 
« The tree was good for food, and. pleaſant to the 
eyes.” He diſcovered alſo the moſt horrid ingratitude, 

C 2 and 
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and bone It was not enough for him, to be ſur- 
rounded with bleſſings, poured upon him in rich abun- 
dance by divine beneficence, and to fill up a diſtin - 
guiſhed place in Creation. But, as if he were under 
no obligation to his gracious Benefactor, for all that 
had been done for him, or were diſſatisfied with it, he 
could not bear that any thing ſhould be withheld. 
How hateful is a proud ſpirit! and yet this, in an 
eſpecial manner, ſeems to mark the original tranſ- 
greſſion. As if it were painful to be laid under any 
reſtraint, he aſpired at Independence; and not brook- 
ing the ſubmiſſion, which he owed as a creature, he ; 
affected an equality with God himſelf: © Ye ſhall be 
as Gods,” was the lure which was held out, and 
1 which he fooliſhly caught at. He was influenced 
10 1 likewiſe by a preſumptuous, arrogant defire of obtain- 
| ing that wiſdom, which God had denied him. He 
liſtened to the artful inſinuation, ** that their eyes 
ſhould be opened, and that they ſhould know good 
and evil;” and therefore he coveted the fruit, which | 
would make- them wiſe. Do we not perceiye alſo, | 
that, in addition to all other evil principles, and as the 
ſource of them all, unbelief had full poſſeſſion of him? 
He treated God as a liar, in deſpiſing his ſolemn de- 
nunciations, as not worthy of any credit. And to 
whom did he yield himſelf to obey, but to the father 
of lies, and the enemy of all righteouſneſs? He join- 
ed with the prince of darkneſs, in conſpiracy againſt 
the government of God. Will it not appear alſo, that 
ce madneſs was in his heart,” if we take into the ac- 
count the diſtreſs and ruin, that he hereby brought 1 
upon 
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upon himſelf and his poſterity ? For this conſidera- 
tion much aggravates his offence. And ſhall it ſtill be 


ſaid, „Where was the harm of this?” Hence, then, 


we are led to examine, | 
IT, The conſequences of his fall. Here indeed a 


gloomy proſpect is preſented to us. What can we ex- 
pe, but confuſion and miſery, from a contempt and 
rejection of the authority of God! The original co- - 
venant, or the law of works, was now broken; all the 
bleſſings of it forfeited ; and the penalty, denounced 
againſt the tranſgreſſion, was incurred. Could Satan, 
then, make good his bold aſſertion, © Ye-ſhall not 
ſurely die?“ Alas! in this very circumſtance he tri- 
umphed, that he had brought death and deſtruction 
upon the new creation, as if he had/defeated the pur- 
poſes of God, F 

What a change muſt Adam have experienced in 

himſelf! He ſuffered conſiderably in his body. It 
were vain to inquire, whether any, or what particular 
alteration took place in his outward appearance. Moſt 
undoubtedly his ſtrength was impaired; the ſeeds of 
diſorder were fown within him; and, probably, he 
very ſoon began to feel infirmity, pain, and ſickneſs. 
Turned out of Eden, that delightful abode, he had 
now his habitation to ſeek in a wide world: and, while 
he ſaw the ground curſed with barrenneſs for his ſake, 
he was doomed to eat his bread in ſorrow and the ſweat 
of his face, till he ſhould return to the earth, from 
which he was taken. | 
If this were all, it had been tolerable. But a 
much more awful change took place in his ſoul, He 
e ſoon 


\ 
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Gen. iii. 12. 


threatened to our firſt parents. 


ſoon betrayed emotions of irregular defires and vile 
affections, and found a ſtrange war within, where all 
had been peace and joy. The terrors of conſcience 
alarmed him; ſo that, condemned in himſelf, he was 
afraid to ſtand at the tribunal of his God. —And do we 
not perceive in him, not merely a dread, but a hatred. 
of God? He fled from his preſence, as if he wiſhed 
not a reconciliation; and, as if deprived of under- 
ſtanding, attempted to hide himſelf from the all- 
ſeeing eye. But behold him arraigned as a criminal 
before his Judge! Does he humble himſelf, confefling 
his guilt, and imploring mercy ? Alas! what pride 
and obduracy appear! No ſigns of penitence are 
- diſcovered; not one prayer for pardon is offered up. 
He endeavours, by a mean ſubterfuge, to caſt the 
blame upon the woman ; and ſeems even to infult the 
great God himſelf. ©* The woman, whom THov gaveſt 
to be with me, ſhe gave me of the tree, and I did 
eat *.” And now what remains for him, but * a 
fearful looking-for of judgment, and of fiery indigna- 
tion?“ For not only was preſent happineſs forfeited, 
but everlaſting miſery incurred. © The wages of fin 
is death;” not an utter extinction of being, but an 
eternal ſeparation of the whole man from God. This 
is what the ſcriptures call * the ſecond death f.“ 
Adam, therefore, without a further revelation from 
God, mult have ſunk into the moſt horrible deſpair. 


+ See Mr. Jonathan Edwards's Defence of the great chriſtian 
doctrine of Original Sin, p. 189, concerning the kind of death 


But 


But Redemption was already provided, and the gra- 


cious offer of it made to him, immediately after the 


fall. The Saviour of the world, whoſe counſels of 
mercy had been planned from eternity, was then pro- 
miſed, to encourage hope, where no hope ſeemed 


poſſible. The Lord himſelf paſſed ſentence upon the 


Serpent, or rather upon Satan in the character of the 


Serpent, to confound his pride, and defeat his tri- 
umph: © I will put enmity between thee and the 


woman, and between thy ſeed and her ſeed ; it ſhall 
bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel “.“ 
But this declaration was principally deſigned for the 


ſupport of our firſt parents, now trembling before 


their Judge, and awaiting the denunciations of his 
wrath. They could have no proſpect of deliverance 


in themſelves, nor had they any ground to expect. it 


from their inſulted Sovereign. In this tremendous 
ſituation, while they ſtand at his bar, he addreſſes 
them; and lo! in the midſt of judgment he remem- 
bers mercy, and, to preſerve them from utter deſpair, 


he gives them an intimation of ONE, who ſhould 


ariſe to reſcue them out of the hands of their enemy. 
We do not determine with what degree of clearneſs 
this gracious promiſe diſcovered, or was intended to 
diſcover to them, the great myſtery of Redemption. 
But it is obvious, that hereby they would be led to 


look forwards to ſome future period, when one of 


their own poſterity, © the Seed of the woman,” ſhould 

deprive the Tempter of that victory, which he had 

then obtained over them. They would underſtand, 
* Gen. iii. 15. 


C4 that 
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that though there muſt be a ſevere and continual con- 
flict maintained againſt Satan, and the Saviour himſelf 
ſhould ſuffer in the conteſt, yet the iſſue would be very 
glorious, and, by means of this great Deliverer, the 
power of the Devil would be entirely deſtroyed. To 
ſuppoſe that the words had no farther reference, than 
to the Serpent, literally taken, 1s altogether ridiculous, 
unworthy the wiſdom of the Judge, and the ſolemnity 
of his proceedings on that awful occaſion, and incon- 
| ſiſtent alſo with other parts of the ſacred hiſtory. The 
promiſe, then, was clearly meant to give intimations 
of pardon and complete reſtoration to man, who muſt 
otherwiſe have defpatred : and on this only foundation 
the religion of Adam was built, and, probably, that 
of all his poſterity till the flood, and perhaps till the 
call of Abraham. For during all that period no other 
expreſs promiſe of the Saviour, that we read of, was 
made to mankind; and without ſome promiſe from 
God, as a ground of truſt and confidence towards him, 
it ſhould ſeem that no religion at all can be ſupported 
among ſinners, liable to condemnation *. . 

We rejoice, that this original prophecy has been ful- 
filed; that Jeſus has appeared as * the Seed of the 
woman,” that he entered the liſts againſt Satan, and, 
though he ſuffered himſelf to be wounded in the com- 
bat, © overcame the wicked one.” “ Through death 
he has deſtroyed him that had the PROT of death, 
that is, the Devil .“ 

This ſalvation, we have ſeen, was revealed to Adam. 
Jeſus was © the Lamb, ſlain from the foundation of the 


* See Dr. Sherlock on Proph. Diſc. ili. + Heb. ii. 14. 
world,” 
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world,” not only in the counſels of God, « alſo in 
all the revelations and propoſals of mercy made to 
fallen man. Adam © ſaw his day,” though it might 
be with much obſcurity; and in token, probably, of 
his dependence on Him, who ſhould © give life unto 
the world,” he called his wife Eve, becauſe from her 
the Redeemer would ariſe, and in Him ſhe would be 
ce the mother of all living.” It ſeems alſo, that ſacrifices 
were offered up, by divine appointment, both as a type 
of the Saviour, that was to come, and as a mark of 
reliance upon him. No other reaſon can be aſſigned 
for the death of thoſe animals, with the ſkins of which 
our firſt, parents were clothed *; for Abel's preſenting 
unto God the firſtlings of his flock  ; and for the uni- 
verſal prevalency of ſacrifices in religious worſhip, even 
amongſt heathen nations. 

But did the conſequences of the fall terminate in 
Adam? Let us extend the proſpe&, and conſider 
what effects it has had upon his poſterity, —Alas! we 
have heard from the beginning, we ſee on every fide, 
and feel within us, the wretched fruits of the firſt 
tranſgreſſion. * | | 

1. What extreme miſery do we inherit! For what 
is the earth itſelf, - but, as it were, a ſpacious hoſpital 
for the reception of unhappy ſufferers of various kinds ? 
We have proof of the fall in the calamities, to which 
even infants are expoſed; we feel it in all our own 
pains and diſeaſes; and we perceive it in the deſola- 
tions, which death makes all around us. | 


Gen. iii. 21. + iv. 4. 


| 2. To 
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To what a ſtate of corruption and moral inabi- 
lity are we reduced! That we are now depraved, and 
full of vile affections, who will deny? See what are 
ee the works of the fleſh,” or the unvaried produce of 
our degenerate nature, as deſcribed by Him, who 
te knew what was in man,” Mark vii. 21 *. And is 
not this the neceſſary conſequence of the change which 
Adam experienced? For who can bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean + ?” | 

It will mortify our pride, to take an attentive yiew of 
the circumſtances, in which we are now placed. Our 
underſtanding is darkened, our conſcience defiled, our 
will perverſe, our © heart deceitful and deſperately 
wicked,” our thoughts © only evil continually,” We 
may obſerve our extreme depravity in the very 
groſs abominations, which many run into with greedi- 
neſs, and from which others are reſtrained with diffi- 
culty; in that proneneſs to ſin, which children in 
their earlieſt infancy diſcover; and in the ſecret cor- 
ruptions, which good men continually feel and lament, 
in their beſt eſtate. 

3. What have we, ſo circymſtanced, to expect here- 
after, but final ruin? We are therefore declared to be 
e by nature children of wrath g.“ What elſe indeed 
can we conclude, but that a holy God muſt look down 
upon ſuch polluted, rebellious creatures, with abhor- 
rence? © To be carnally minded, is death |.” Will 
you deny that God means ſo much as this ; or doubt 
whether he will fulfil his threatenings? Alas! do you 


* See alſo Gal. v. 19. + Job xiv. 4. 
1 Eph. ii. 3. Rom. viii. 6. 
| not 
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not perceive the ſuggeſtions of an enemy, who is 
practiſing the ſame ſubtilties with you, as he did with 
Adam, and would deceive you to your everlaſting de- 
ſtruction? 

Various objections are raiſed ih the Jodtrine of 
our original depravity; many of them vain, moſt of 
them highly preſumptuous. The juſtice and the gòod- 
neſs of God are both arraigned; as if it were incon- 
ſiſtent with theſe attributes to create man under the 
very poſſibility of falling. We muſt confeſs, it is an 
awful ſubject: it has its difficulties; but they are ſuch, 

as ought not to ſtagger us in the belief of the truth, 
and ſuch too as are not peculiar to revelation *. . Let 
us ſtudy the fall of man, then, not with that bold and 
cavilling ſpirit which theſe objectors ſeem to diſcover; 
but with deep humiliation, conſidering what we' ate, 


- 


* If there had never been an old teſtament, never anew one, 
mankind would have been at leaſt as corrupt and miſerable as they 
are at preſent, What harm, then, have the old and the new 
teſtament done to you, that you perpetually challenge them to ac- 
count to you for the evil you ſuffer? - You diſlike, perhaps, the 
ſtory of Abam and Eve, and can by no means digeſt the account 
of the Serpent's tempting and prevailing againſt our firſt parents. 
Very well: let this account, then, be laid aſide, and what are 
you now the better? Is there not the ſame evil remaining in the 
world, whether you believe, or believe not, the ſtory of the fall ? 
And if ſo, what account do you pretend to give of it? For if 
you pretend to any religion, you are as liable to be called to this 
account, as any profeſſor or teacher of the goſpel. Nobody is 
exempt, in this caſe, but the atheiſt; and his privilege comes from 
hence, that he has no account to give of any thing ; for all diffi- 
culties are alike, upon his n Dr. SHERLOCK * Pro- 
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and what we deſerve; and with earneſt prayer, that 


we may know ſo much of it, as may concern our ever- 


laſting welfare. A time is coming when God will 
vindicate his own cauſe ; when he will be pleaſed to 


remove the darkneſs which. obſcures our prefent views, 


and prove to us, that “ all his ways are right.“ It 


becomes us to reſt ſatis ficd with this afſurance, without 
daring to © reply againſt God.” 

Une conſideration ought to have great influcncey and 
it is a ſufficient anſwer to a thouſand ſpeculative ob- 
jections; that the total corruption of our nature is a 
matter of fact, proved by the*univerſal experience of 
all ages, and all countries, in all poſſible ſituations. It 


'were abſurd, therefore, to controvert ſuch evidence as 


this. And ſhall we not acknowledge alſo, that we are 
all chargeable with many actual offences, a proper 
ſenſe of which would cover us with confuſion, and 
drive us to deſpair, were it not for the hope of the 
goſpel ? 

Bleſſed be God, a complete deliverance is provided 


and accompliſhed for us. As by one man's diſobe- 


dience, many were made ſinners; ſo, by the obedience 
of one, ſhall many be made righteous * :” Salvation, 
neither obtained, nor even ſought for, by ourſelves, is 
propoſed to us. Shall we object to this? or vainly diſ- 
pute againſt it? Shall we not rather thankfully adore 
and bleſs the Saviour, who undertakes to be the © re- 
pairer of the breach, and ſays, Look unto me, * 
be ye ſaved!” 


0 Rom. v. 19. 


But 


v 
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But to return to Adam. —We left him a ſinner, 


though created upright, and under the firſt experience 
of that awful change which his fall occaſioned. ' Let 
us now attend to the ſequel of his life. He was 


 thenceforwards a man of ſorrows; feeling in himſelf, 


and perceiving in his numerous poſterity, the dread- 


ful effects of his departure from God, A flaming 
Ford, as the Nee vane indignation, was placed 4 | 
at the garden of Eden, to keep him at 4 diſtance, ! 


prevent his approach to the tree of life *. 

In proceſs of time he became a father, and, no 
doubt, flattered himſelf with the proſpect of much 
comfort from his two ſons, Cain and Abel, who, as 
ſome think, were born to him at one birth. But 
theſe very children ſoon proved the cauſe of extreme 


Gen. iii. 24. It is probable that the tree of life was emblem - 
atical; and that, if Adam had perſevered in his obedience, this 
tree would have been as a Sacrament to him, to aſſure him of an 
everlaſting ſtate of felicity. But having loſt all title to this by his 
tranſgreſſion, he was therefore precluded the uſe of that Sacra. 
ment, when the bleſſings repreſented by it were forfeited. He 
muſt be driven out of Paradiſe, * left he put forth his hand to the 


tree of life, and eat, and live for ever;“ i. e. leſt he ſhould profane 


that divine ordinance, and preſumptuouſly imagine, in oppoſition 
to God's declaration, that he ſhould ſtill live, and not die. But 
we rejoice, that Jss us has prepared, and opened for our reception, 


a better Paradiſe, and that He is the tree of life to us; ſo that, in 


the higheſt ſenſe, we may eat and live for ever. To him,” 
(ſays he, Rev. ii. 7) © that overcometh, will I give to eat of the 
tree of life, which is in the midſt of the Paradiſe of God,” Every 
faithful ſervant of Chriſt ſhall have that aſſurance, through his Sa- 
viour, of continuing in a ſtate of bliſs and glory, which the tree of 
life would have afforded Adam, if he had not ſinned, 


affliction 


* 
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affliction to him. | Contentions aroſe between them; 

and Abel fell a facrifice to the envy and perſecuting 
rage of Cain. Oh! what ſelf reproach, what ſevere 

reflections mult have rent the parent's heart, when he 

ſaw death, through his tranſgreſſion, entering into the 
world; and by ſuch a way, as made the trial tenfold 
more inſupportable ! The ſin of the Murderer was, 
probably, far more diſtreſſing to him than the ſufferings 

of the Martyr. > 

But another ſeed was granted him, and his hopes 
again revived in righteous Seth *, in whoſe family reli- 
gion was profeſſed, it ſhould ſcem, with peculiar purity 
and zeal, and from Whom, . as Concerning the Reihe 
Chriſt came. 

Suffice it to ſay, that Adam lived to ſee the earth 
overſpread with wickedneſs, as well as filled with con- 
fuſion and miſery. But at length, according to the 
divine threatening, the diſſolution of his body cloſed 
the ſcene, and he returned to the duſt, from which he 
was taken. © He lived NINE HUNDRED AND THIRTY 
years; and he dicd .“ How very different was the 
end, from the glorious beginning, of this character! 
Let us keep in mind the important inſtruction it con- 
veys to us. We all bear the image of the firſt Adam, 
« who was earthy. We betray the ſtrongeſt marks of 
a reſemblance to him, in the infirmities of our bodies, 
and in the depraved affections of our ſouls. But, 
through the covenant of grace, © we ſhall alſo bear 
the image of the ſecond Adam, who 1 is the Lord from 


Heaven.“ 


"1 


* Gen. Iv. 25, 26. Nutz. 
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What a ſubject for examination is here! Have we 


put off the old man, which is corrupt?” And haye we 
this evidence of being redeemed to God, that we have 


put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” and are renewed, 
after his likeneſs, in the ſpirit of our minds? 


CAIN 
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I. 
The two brothers widely different from each other=1n 


Bei religious woarſmip —therr moral cara. and 


their end. 


CH P. 


W arc contemplating the world in its infancy : 

and a moſt lamentable profpect it affords us, even in the 

earlieſt period, Alas | what ſhall we find the hiſtory of 
man, from the beginning down to our own times, but 
the hiſtory of human wickedneſs ? Yet, while we are 
preſented with the ſad picture of univerſal depravity, 
ſpreading through ſucceſſive generations, many in- 
ſtances will occur to us, in which the grace of God has 


prevailed and triumphed over it. 

We have ſeen, in the firſt of our race, the beauty and 
excellency of the creation polluted by fin, And now 
what can we expect from Adam's poſterity? What, 


but that his corruption will be derived to them? 


© That which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh®* :” the 
offspring of fallen man cannot but partake of a fallen 
nature. It was impoſſible, that Adam ſhould com- 


municate to his children the holineſs, which he no 


longer poſſeſſed; that they ſhould inherit from him the 


divine image, which he had loſt. Yet, as a door of 
mercy was opened, and the purpoſe and method of 


„ John i ili. 6. 


Redemption 


— 


4 
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Redemption were revealed, immediately aſter the fall, 
we ſhall have occaſion to remark, that in every age God 


has had a peculiar people, ſeparated to himſelf, re- 


deemed from among men. Mankind, therefore, have 


been conſtantly divided into the two grand claſſes of 


Saints and Sinners. Even the family of Adam, before 


it had received any conſiderable increaſe, preſents us 
with this diſt inction. Ho different the characters of 


Cain and Abel! 

A ſhort but clear deſcription is given of their hiſ- 
tory, which will ſuggeſt many important admonitions, 
It ſhould be our endeavour to learn righteouſneſs, 
while we ſelect ſome of the principal circumſtances 
concerning them, recorded in the fourth Chapter of 
Geneſis. (816 
Years before From the firſt born, Cain, Eve ſeems to 
Chrict, 4003. have had pleaſing expectations. © I have 
gotten a man,” ſaid ſhe, from the Lord ;” | rejoicing 


in his birth, as if he were granted to her in ſpecial 


mercy, and intended to be a peculiar bleſſing from 
heaven, Or, if with ſome we render the words, © I 
bave gotten a man, the Lord,” -ſhe apprehended the 
child to be none other than the promiſed Seed, the great 
Deliverer of the world. Alas! how extreme was her 
diſappointment ! Let us beware of expecting too much 
from children, remembering from what a corrupt ſtock 
they ſpring. K 305 nila | 

Cain © was of the wicked one *,“ the ſeed of the 
ſerpent. But his brother, how lovely a character! 
Our Lord himſelf, «© who knew what was in man,” 


* 1 John iii. 12 
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ſtyles him © righteous Abel #.” In Cain we behold a 


diſſembling, formal hypocrite, an unbeliever, a de- 
ſpiſer of God, and a perſecutor of his people; aſſum- 


ing for a ſeaſon the form of godlineſs, but at laſt hur- 
ried away by the vileſt paſſions, into the moſt horrid * 


complication of 1niquity. In Abel is exhibited a bright 
example of righteouſnefs 3 a meek, but zealous ſervant 
of God, \eminent in faith, ſtedfaſtly perſevering in 
holineſs, patiently ſuffering in the cauſe of religion, 
and finally cloſing his life with an honourable mar- 


' tyrdom. 


Let vs examine, Which of theſe do we reſemble ? 
Whoſe image do we bear? - Are we followers of Abel; 
or, are we walking © in the way of Cain?” 

We ſhall touch on the moſt 1mportant part of their 


hiſtory, in conſidering 


I. The difference of their worſhip. Adam, it fevins, 
like a pious parent, did not neglect the education of 
his children. They were both, therefore, trained up 
to difigence in worldly concerns, for *“ Abel was a 


keeper of ſheep, and Cain was a tiller of the ground.” 


They were alſo inſtructed to pay a ſtrict attention to 
religious exerciſes, for they both profeſſed to ſerve the 
Lord, and one as well as the other, externally ar leaſt, 
performed an act of ſolemn adoration. They appeared 
before God for the ſame purpoſe; but with diſpoſi- 
tions moſt unlike, It is poſſible that the hypocrite, 
ce whoſe ſacrifice is an abomination to the Lord,” may 
be as exact and punctual in all outward, ceremonial ob- 


ſervances of devotion, as the moſt upright, “ whoſe 


„Matt. xxiii, 35. 
N prayer 


* 
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prayer is his delight.” We have need, therefore; to in- 
quire, © Wherewith ſhall I come before the Lord, and 
bow myſelf before the high God?“ 

« Cain brought of the fruit of the ground, an | ffi 


ing unto the Lord: and Abel, he alſo brought of the 


firſtlings of his flock, and df the fat thereof,” Much 
ſtreſs is laid by ſome, upon the difference of value in 

the two offerings; as if Cain, in a contemptuous man- 
ner, preſented to God what was of little worth, or 
what might firſt come to his hands; whilſt Abel was 
careful to offer the beſt of his flocks. - This, however, 
is not ſufficiently obvious. Cain's offering might poſ- 
ſibly be as troubleſome and expenſive as that of Abel; 

but, we are clearly told, it was not equally excellent, 
or acceptable to the Lord, And here the new Teſta- 
ment may be introduced as a comment on the old: an 
inſpired Apoſtle aſſures us, that © py ratrH Abel of- 


fered unto God a more excellent ſacrifice than Cain, by 


which he obtained witneſs that he was righreous, God 
teſtifying of his gifts; and by it, he being dead yet 
9 *,” Tr may be obſerved, then, 

That Cain's ſeems to have been a mere thank- 
offering, paid in acknowledgment of favours received, 
not accompanied with contrition for ſin, or intended to 
deprecate deſerved puniſhment. Such a ſervice as this 


might not have been unſuitable to Adam himſelf, in a 


ſtate of innocence : for it implied not any confeſſion of 
guilt, or any application to the Redeemer. This, 
therefore, was not the worſhip preſcribed, or that which 
is peculiarly adapted to the ſtate of a ſinner: for, to er 


4 * Heb. xi. 4. | 
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an one, © without ſhedding of blood is no remiſſion ny 


But it is obſervable, 

2. That Abel's offering was a ſacrifice, preſented in 
faith, not only with reſpect to the inſtitution of God 
(who had ordained ſaerifices as a repreſentation of that 


method of Redemption, by which he would deliver 
man), but alſo with a dependance on © the Lamb lain 


from the foundation of the world,” who was, in the 
fulneſs of time, © to put away fin by the ſacrifice of 
himſelf.” Abel's offering, therefore, is to be conſi- 
dered as. a type of Chriſt; to whom he had regard, 


while he confeſſed his guilt, and implored forgiveneſs. 


This was the appointed way for a ſinner's approach 


unto God; this the only acceptable worſhip from the 


beginning. For it is only by faith in the Redeemer's 


atonement, that the throne of grace is, Or can be, ac- 


ceſſible to fallen man. | 

See now their different ſucceſs ! Abel was received, 
and, probably, ſome outward token of divine favour 
vouchſafed to him. The Lord had reſpect unto Abel, 
and to his offering.“ In this it ſeems to be intimated, 


that he himſelf was firſt accepted, then his facrifice. 


“He obtained witneſs that he was righteous, God teſtify- 
ing of his gifts.” And it is an important conſideration, 


ever to be remembered, that in order to perform works 


well-plealing to God, we mult firſt be juſtified in his 


ſight . Cain, therefore, preſumptuouſly deſpiſing or 


neglecting the appointed Mediator, was rejected with 


* Heb. ix. 22. 
+ « Works done before the grace of Chrift, and the inſpiration 
of kis Spirit, are not pleaſant to God, &c.” Article xiii. 
abhorrence: 


Ce: 
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abhorrence : © unto Cain, and to his offering, he had 
not reſpect.“ How awful a ſtate, to lie under viſible 
marks of the divine diſpleaſure! Yer, while the Lord 
thus diſtinguiſhes between perſons, approving one, and 
condemning another, he acts according to righteouſ- 
neſ and truth. This will appear, if we examine 

II. The difference of their moral character. Reli- 
gious principles cannot but influence the practice; and 
therefore we ſhall not wonder to find a ſtriking diverſity 
of manners in the two brothers. Abel, though not juſ- 
tified in the fight of God for his own works or deſerv- 
ings, but only for the merit of the grear Redeemer, on 
whom he depended, yet, being renewed by grace, was 
a holy man, 'an exemplary faint, and perſevered in a 
life of true godlineſs. Behold Cain, on the other hand, 
who was rejected of God not merely as a ſinner (for 
as ſuch, he might have obtained mercy), but as an un- 
believer, putting away from himſelf the offer of a Sa- 
viour, under a proud conceit of his own' ſufficiency. 
By what vile affections he was actuated! What abo- 
minable tempers were diſcovered in him! When 
marked by the diſpleaſure of heaven, inſtead of being 
humbled for his fin, he vindicated his own conduct, 


and roſe with anger againſt God, as if he had deſerved 


a better treatment. * He was very wroth, and his 
countenance fell.” A ſimilar ſpirit is alſo perceivable 
in. the hypocrites, whom Ifaiah deſcribes ; Where- 
fore have we faſted,” ſaid they, © and thou ſeeſt not *? 
And are not modern Phariſees of like diſpoſition, ſelf- 
confident, preſumptuous; forward to complain, and 
even to quarrel with God himſelf? | 
* Iſaiah Iviite 3. 
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Cain regarded with envy the preference given to his 
brother, yet ſought not' to be a partaker of the ſame 
grace. Inſtead of admiring his holy life, he felt enmity 
and rage; and with great bitterneſs perſecuted him 

for it, He could not bear the continual reproof, which 
he received from Abel's godly converſation : and this is 
ſaid to be the ground of that hatred, the iſſue of which 
was ſo terrible, « becauſe his own works were evil, and 
his brother's righteous “.“ Here we obſerve the be- 
ginning, and the real cauſe, of perſecution : and we do 
not wonder, as the ſame cauſe remains, that the ſame 
ſpirit appears at this time, which has been diſcovered 
in every other age, from the days of Cain. The moſt 
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violent oppoſers of true religion, like him, are but ful- t. 
filling the original prophecy: „ will put enmity be- n 
tween thee and the woman, and between thy ſeed, and | j 
her ſeed f.“ | 
Need any thing further * ak to prove, that th 
Cain was the © enemy of all righteouſneſs ??” , . | ch 
Years beſere Behold him at laſt riſing up with en | he 
Cari®, 3878. ous rage againſt Abel, and ſhedding his as 
blood! What an awful \ cataſtrophe: was this; ſuch do 
as the ſun had never before been witneſs to! How thy 
abominable an act, wantonly or maliciouſly to ſeek . 
the deſtruction of a fellow- creature! But this was en 
a murder particularly heinous; the murder of one, 
whoſe exemplary holineſs of life, as well as nearneſs of arr 
relation, claimed every poſſible mark of kindneſs and anc 
ref 


affection: it was (in a word) the murder of a Sadr 
and of a BROTHER! To be capable of ſo aggra- ly : 
vated a fin, betrayed the very temper of the Devil. 


® 1 John iii. 12. + Gen. iii. 15. 
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Yet herein we perceive what human nature is, in ita 
preſent corrupted ſtate. The great enormities, into 
which ſome have run, ſhew what all men are liable to, 
and prove how very low we are fallen. Let each one 
be humbled before God under this conviction, and ſay, 
« Behold, I am vile!“ It remains that we conſider © 
III. The difference of their end. This muſt be 
taken into the account, in order to form a fair judgment 
« between him that ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth 
him not.“ Abel “ ſuffered for righteouſneſs ſake,” and, 
like his Saviour, * was delivered into wicked hands to be 
flain;” and herein he ſtands diſtinguiſhed with peculiar | 
honour. He leads the vas in that“ noble army of mar- 
tyrs,” who have ſealed the truth with their blood, and are 
now before the throne, crying with a loud voice, and 
de « Salvation to our God, which ſitteth upon the 
1rone, and unto the Lamb *!” His diſembodied ſpirit, 
though ſeemingly driven away with violence, wings its 
cheerful flight, is received up to glory, and appears in 
heaven, amidſt the acclamations of thouſand thouſands; 
as the firſt fruits of the redemption of Chriſt. Who 
does not wiſh to follow him, though it ſhould be 
through much tribulation, to inherit the kingdom? 
« He being dead yet ſpeaketh, for the inſtruction and 
encouragement of all, to be © faithful unto death." k 
What an awful contraſt does Cain exhibit ! He was 
arraigned, like a guilty criminal, at the bar of God: 
and even there, with the utmoſt obduracy and pride, he 


| refuſed to ſubniit, or to acknowledge his guilt, fooliſh- 


ly attempted to conceal his ſin, and dared to lye unto 


* Rev. vii. 10. 
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God, and inſult him to his face. The Lord ſaid 
unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he ſaid, 
I know not; am I my brother's keeper ?” But vain 
were his ſuhterfuges: he was convicted, on the evi- 
dence of God himſelf, who ſaid, The voice of thy 
brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground.” Yet 
ſtill he continued hardened, though the fact was proved 
againſt him: he deigned not to aſk forgiveneſs, but 
even charged his Judge with cruelty or injuſtice ; 
My puniſhment. 1s greater than I can bear.“ 
What then was his ſentence? That he ſhould be 
driven out from ſociety as an accurſed thing, a2 | 
fugitive and a vagabond in the earth,” which was | 
doomed to a peculiar barrenneſs wherever he ſhould f 
dwell. A viſible mark was fixed upon him, that every \ 
one might perceive in him the divine indignation 
againſt a murderer, and be deterred from offering vio- f 
lence to him. * And Cain went aut from the preſence a 
of the Lord,” no longer making any pretences to reli- f 
1 
t 
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gion, or joining in any of its ordinances, but avowedly 

caſting off the fear of God, and hardening his heart, till 

he had filled up the meaſure of his iniquities. 

Let us pauſe, and conſider the deſtructive tendency t 
of ſin; that we may guard againſt its beginnings, u 
whilſt we perceive its progreſs to he ſo alarming, and 


its conſequences ſo inconceivably terrible! Such is 0 
the government of God, ſuch his rightepus appointment, 

that miſery ſeems the natural effect of guilt, and gene- it 
rally follows cloſe upon it. But murder is an offence At 
of the deepeſt die; as it not only ſtrikes at the root of ſt 


all human ſociety, but is alſo a dire& attack upon 
| the 
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the Almighty Sovereign. For he, who aims to de- 
ſtroy „the image of God,” would not heſitate to 
deſtroy the great Archetype himſelf *. © Accordingly” - 
it is obvious that the Murderer is puniſhed with pecu- 
liar vengeance, even in this life, and is marked out, 
beyond all other tranſgreſſors, as an object of divine 
indignation. However ſecretly he may have accom- 
pliſned his purpoſes, he moſt commonly falls, at laſt, 

a ſacrifice to juſtice. The God of heaven, as in the 
inſtance before us, takes the matter into his own hand, 
that He may prevent others from committing ſuch à 
daring outrage againſt Him. But let us grant, that the 
man of violence may poſſibly eſcape detection, ſtill he 
is, and muſt be, like Cain, a terror to himſelf. He 
will ſuppoſe every one to be an enemy; and in the 
dread of meeting with a juſt retribution for his iniqui® - 
ties, he muſt be a ſtranger to peace. He will tremble 
at “ the ſound of a ſhaken leaf,” and fly from his own 
ſhadow ; and, wearied of exiſtence, no wonder if he 


ſolicit permiſſion to die, or become his own execu= 


tioner. Herein we adore the righteouſneſs of God, 
and learn the neceſſity of repreſſing fin in its firſt mo- 
tions. © Let all bitterneſs and wrath be put ** _ 
us, with all malice.” 

And now, while we review the ſubjedt, ban us turn 
our eyes to ourſelves, and 

1. Let us examine, what is the ſervice we are offer- 
ing to God. It is not enough, that we are attentive 


\to religious ordinances; but are we, like Abel, wor- 


ſhipping by faith? How great a difference does God 


* See Gen. ix. 6, 


diſcern 


s 
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diſcern i in thoſe who tread his courts, when, pechapss 


man can diſcover none! May it not be faid to many, 
who appear zealous for God, To what purpoſe is 


the multitude of your ſacrifices unto me *?” Ah]! 


what avail your very acts of devotion, except you have 
a.continual regard in them to the grand PRE 
n ol the Son of God! 

Let us inquire, Are none actuated by the tem- 
- of Cain? Are there none, who, like him, are 
perſecutors of God's people? Oh! how baſe your 
character! You, who perceive no excellency in true 
holineſs, but deſpiſe» and hate it, you are, and muſt 
be, deſtitute of every amiable diſpoſition, you are utter 
ſtranger: to the divine principle of love, and are hur- 
ried away by the vile affections of envy, pride, anger, 
and revenge.. Whoſe ' reſemblance, then, do you 
bear? 


een cle Cid 


« ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel +.” The 
blood of Abel cried unto: God for vengeance ; but that 
of Jeſus. Chriſt pleads for mercy. With ſuch a plea, 
therefore, we may draw near to God; and, while this 
is all our dependence, we ſhall not be diſappointed of 
our hope. Let this encourage ſinners to make imme- 
diate. application for pardon- in the appointed way, 
For * now in Chriſt Jeſus, ye, who ſometimes were 
an oF, man be made nigh by the blood of Chriſt 1. 


* Ta. i. 11. 1 Heb, xii. 24. t Eph. ; Us 13. 
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Enoch, the een fram Adam, walked with Cad by faith, 
ſtudying to. pleaſe him as in his preſence—and in com- 
munion with bim—aſſured f bis e * a 
lated to heaven. 


Yours toſs — conſidering) the hiſtory. of the fiſt 
3382 to 3017. born of Adam, what can we expect from his 
ſucceeding poſterity? We need not wonder, that very: 
ſoon the earth groaned under the weight of their ini 
quity. Vet, in the ſacred records, we ſhall find ſome 
of this corrupt race diſtinguiſhed from others by a real 
excellency of character; but this difference we ſhall be 
taught to aſeribe to the influence of divine grace. 
Seth and Enos were probably endued with the true 
knowledge of God, and a fervent zeal to promote the 
cauſe of righteouſneſs in their generation. It is ob- 
ſerved, and ſeems to be mentioned to their honour, 
that, in their time, © men began to call upon the name 
of the Lord *;” that is, an open profefſion of religion 
was then trade, and the public worſhip of God inſti- 
tured. * 
But out of a long catalogue of the antediluviea po- 
triarchs, whoſe names are regiſtered in Gen. v., one 
of peculiar eminence ſhines forth. © Enoch, the 


Gen. iv; 26. 


ſeventh 
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ſeventh from Adam,” (ſays the facred hiſtorian) 
te walked with Gpd, and he was not, for God took 
him.“ An inſpired writer of the new teſtament has 
given the ſame honourable deſcription of him ; and 
has enlarged and illuſtrated the brief narration of Moſes. 
« By faith Enoch was tranſlated, that he ſhould not ſee 


death ; and was not found, becauſe God had tranſlated 


him; for before his tranſlation, he had this * 
that he pleaſed God f.“ * 

The whole account of him is very ſhort; but enough 
is told us, to prove, that he was a perſon of moſt ex- 
emplary piety, and that he ſtands recorded as a monu- 
ment, to all ages, of God's favourable kindneſs towards 
thoſe who ſerve him. While we contemplate this pri- 
mitive ſaint, may we learn to follow him! May we 
perceive the excellency and happineſs of thoſe who are 
devoted to God, and be animated to greater earneſt- 
neſs and zeal in his ſervice! We confider 

1. His character. Though drawn in a conciſe man- 
ner, it ſuggeſts to us a variety of important inſtructions. 
He walked with God;” that is, he was ſincerely re- 


ligious, and eminent for his attainments in holineſs. 


How different is the deſcription of the ungodly]! They 
&< walk not with God;” are “ without God in the 
world, and “ walk contrary ta him.” But true piety 
impreſſes the heart with an abiding ſenſe of His great- 
neſs, goodneſs, and continual preſence. It opens an 
intercourſe between God and the ſoul, and produces a 
prevailing deſire to pleaſe him. Enoch, being poſſeſſed 


* Gen. v. 24. | + Heb, x, 5. a 1 
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of right principles, was led, under their influence, to 


a holy conduct. For it was by faith,” ſays the Apoſ- 
tle, that he attained to ſuch a high diſtinction: it was 
owing, therefore, to his firm perſuaſion» of the truth 
and excellence of what God had revealed. Being in- 


_ ſtructed, no doubt, by Adam (with whom he was co- 


temporary for three hundred years) not only with re- 
ſpect to the exiſtence and perſections of God, and his 
work of creation, but alſo in the conſequences of the 
fall, and the way of reconciliation by the promiſed 
Redeemer, we conclude that he believed and embraced 
the promiſe, as the ground of his confidence towards 
God. We are not told, what degree of light he had in 
the doctrines of the goſpel; but he was certainly ac- 
quainted with the grand deſign of redemption by Chriſt, 
and could not be ignorant of his firſt coming, whoſe 


ſecond appearance he foretold “. 


Let us ſeek to be © rooted and ſtabliſhed in the | 
faith,” not only aſſenting to the general truths of reli- 
gion, but eſpecially © laying hold on the hope ſet be- 
fore us,” in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Hence ſprang 


Enoch's zeal for God, and his eminence in holineſs, 


And we are not afraid to aſſert, that the advocates for 
Infidelity are the greateſt enemies of mankind: for if 
ſcripture principles be baniſhed, all barriers are thrown 
down, and a door is opened for every kind of licen- 


tiouſneſs, 


But let us take a more particular view of the good 
many and examine how much is conveyed to us, when 


* Jude 14. See Dr. Doddridge's Sermon on the Character and 


Tranſlation of Enoch. 
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it is ſaid that * he walked with God.” From this one 
deſcription it is obvious, that the ROY were among 
the leading features of his character. 

1. Impreſſed with a ſenſe of his obligations to God, 
he ſtudied to pleaſe Him. This is clearly implied. 
Having the fear of God, he deſired only to approve 
himſelf to Him, and gook the divine command, and not 
his own will, for the rule and direction of his conduct. 
He lived in days of general corruption, when true reli- 
gion was derided. But did he join with the multitude ? 
Did he © walk in the way of finners?” No; being 
ſeparated from their ſociety, he ſtood forth as a bold 
advocate for the cauſe of God; conſulting, not wha | 
man practiſed, but what God required. According Q 
St. Jude, he was active in reproving fin, and, as“ a 
preacher of righteouſneſs,” he faithfully warned the 
wicked of approaching Judgment, and denounced the = 
terrors of the Lord againſt impious ſcoffers. | | 

Is this a common character? Let every reader aſk 
himſelf, Am I ſtudying to pleaſe God? Ah! dare ; 
not to affirm it, if inclination alone directs, if ſenſual 
luſts and corrupt affections tyranniſe over you: are 7 
not, then, © walking after the fleſh ?” 

Some are forward to plead in their own excuſe: 


& We would act otherwiſe, but company ſeduces ; 1 
we cannot help complying with the importunity of 
friends. What is this, but an acknowledgment, that P 
you © walk according to the courſe of this world ?” If 1 
all would be religious, you would be ſo too: but you h. 
dare not follow your own convictions in oppoſition to : 


the maxims and cuſtoms of others. This is a mean © 


ſervility 
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ſervility indeed: how different from che example of 
Enoch! For he could not but be ſingular in ſuch a 


: depraved generation: and all, who reſemble him, muſt 

|, be ſo now. If, then, you would ſerve the Lord Chriſt, 

. « fear ye not the reproach of men, nor be afraid of 

* their revilings !”” 

| 2. He lived as in the divine preſence. This is what 

. nothing but an unfeigned and a lively faith could enable 

2 him to do. But, ke Moſes, he endured, as ſeeing 

. him who is inviſible.“ Such a regard to God would 

iS have the happieſt effe& on our whole deportment. Tt - 

1 was the advice of a Heathen, as the ſtrongeſt induce- 

7 ment to a ſteady perſeverance in virtue, always to ima- 

0 gine ſome good man preſent. But to be conſtantly 

34 mindful that God's eye is upon us, muſt ſurely make 

he a deeper impreſſion on our hearts, produce, in our 
moſt ſecret retirement, a ſalutary fear of offending 


Him, and, in the moſt effectual manner, diſperſe all 
M vile thoughts and imaginations. This conſideration 
alſo would animate us to an unremitting zeal and acti- 


0 vity in our public conduct, preſerve us from making 
EY any baſe compliances with ſinners, and render us d 

in every relation of Ife. 

ſe: Here we are defective ; we forget God; therefore > 
MI vanity poſſeſſes our minds, and temptations eaſily pre- 


<F vail over us. From the fame cauſe it ariſes, that many 
put on a ſemblance of religion, acting only as in the 


25 light of men. Remember, God looketh at the 
heart ;”” and if you © walk with him,” you will not be 
1 5 ſatisfied with a form of TE or dare to practiſe 
hv hypocriſy. 

e : 3. He 


48 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

3. He maintained communion with God. This, 
probably, is the main thing intended to be conveyed 
in the deſcription of his character. He lived in a ſtate 
of friendſhip with God. His “ affeftions were ſet on 
things above,” where his treaſure was. God was his 
ſupreme delight: with Him he converſed, and to Him 
he had acceſs with humble boldneſs and familiarity. 
Hence, no doubt, he enjoyed, while he was here on 
earth, ſweet ſeaſons of intercourſe with God; as if he 
had been a citizen of heaven, Who does not envy the 
holy Patriarch? Who does not deſire the ſame hap- 
pineſs ? Many are diſcouraged from expecting it, and 
aſk, May we, without preſumption, hope to attain 
to it?” Yes, ſurely: © the Lord's hand is not ſhort- 
ened ;” and his grace, which enabled Enoch thus to 
walk, is ſufficient for us. For the privilege of main- 
taining communion with God, is not confined to an- 
cient times, but is 4 to all penitent believers in 
every age. : 

Do we, then, thus 8 with God! ? Or, do we not, 
rather, diſcover a lifeleſs formality, even in our devo- 
tions? It need not be obſerved, that many know not 
what it is, to have © fellowſhip: with the Father, and 
with his Son Jeſus Chriſt.” A great part deſpiſe the 
very mention of it as Enthuſiaſm. And are there not, 
who are at no pains to obtain it; * who ſay unto God, 
Depart from us, for we deſire not the knowledge of thy 
ways?” Then what reception can ſuch perſons look 
for-at his hands? We remark mga 


* Iſa, Ivii. 15. 2 Cor. vi. 16. 


II. The- 
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II. The fayour of God towards Enoch. It muſt 
be laid down as an important principle in religion, that 
ALL Is OF GRACE, But how aſtoniſhing does the con- 
deſcenſion of our God appear! He beſtows every gra- 
cious diſpoſition: « from him all holy deſires, all good 
counſels, and all juſt works do proceed * ;” and then 
he approves and rewards them in his people. Enoch 
owed it to his God, that he was ſo eminently diſtin- 
guiſnhed from the men of his generation: and we ſhould 


e 
e remember, it is by the rich merey of the ſame God, 
J- that any of us are ſeparated from ſinners. But the 
d Lord gave him ſpecial tokens of his love. He was not, 
in therefore, leſt to doubt of his acceptance, as many ſin- 
t- cere perſons may be: for & he had this teſtimony, that 
o he pleaſed God.” And a knowledge of the divine fa - 
1- vour is what We alſo may aſk, and look for. Even 
n- now, © the Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpirit, 


that we are the children of God.” Yet it ought not to 
be forgotten, that this happineſs is promiſed only to the 
circumſpect and active Believer 7. How great, then, 
is their preſumption, who deny the poſſibility of attain- 
ing an aſſurance of ſalvation! How ſinful their re- 
miſſneſs, who are ſatisfied without it! How awful their 
deluſion, who expect or pretend to it, in any allowed 
habits of wickedneſs ! | 

But a ſingular mark of the higheſt eden was 
granted to Enoch: * he was not, for God took him; 
he was tranſlated, that he ſhould not ſee death.” He 
Ml was ſuddenly removed from the earth; without ſickneſs, 


* Liturgy. + Pſa. 1. 23. Iſa. Ixiv. 5. 
Vol. I. E pain, 
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pain, or any of the diſtreſſes attending a diſſolution. 
It ſhould ſeem, that his body and ſoul together aſcended 
up to heaven immediately, perhaps in a viſible man- 
ner, accompanied with ſome bright appearance. Such 
was the aſſumption of the prophet Elijah, and of a ſimi- 
lar ſort will be that of the living ſaints at the general 
Reſurrection. What a ſtriking reproof muſt this event 
have been to the ſinners of that day, who were ſcoffing 
at Enoch's piety ! What an encouragement and com- 
fort to the godly, who might have been ready to fear, 
* the Lord had forſaken the earth! And what an high 
honour and favour to Enoch himſelf, to be taken away 
(without experiencing any bodily weakneſs or diſeaſe) 
from the midſt of reproach and ſuffering, with ſuch pe- 
culiar marks of the divine approbation, and received 
up to glory *! | | 

This affords a moſt inſtructive leſſon to all ages. 
We expect not the ſame interpoſition, as Enoch, to de- 
liver us from the preſent evil world; but let tis be faith- 
ful to God, and we ſhall, in an important ſenſe, be ſoon 
tranſlated too. - Though we muſt undergo a painful 
diſſolution, and the body muſt reſt in the grave, until 


* 


* „ By Faith Enoch was tranſlated.—It is hereby generally 
underſtood, that by means of faith, as an inward principle, he at- 
tained a peculiar excellency of character, for which God was pleaſed 

to expreſs his high regard, by taking him immediately to heaven. 

But though this be true, perhaps a more conſiſtent ſenſe may be, 
that his faith, upon this occaſion, had a reference to ſome particu- 
lar promiſe of his tranſlation, which, therefore, he looked and 


waited for, while, in the mean time, he walked with God.“ 


Thus, we know, the tranſlation of Elijah was intimated to him be- 
fore the time, and the Prophet expected it. 2 Kings ii. 1, 11. 
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the conſummation of all things, yet the ſpirit ſhall be 
inſtantly removed to unſpeakable felicity. Let us give 
diligence to be followers of Enoch; and then we ſhall 
ſurely join * the general aſſembly of the firſt- born, 
which are written in heaven.“ How many are gone 
before us! And how immenſe will be the company, 
te when the ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return, and 
come to Zion with ſongs, and everlaſting joy n _ 
heads“ !“ 

Upon a review of the re we are * concerned e to 
inquire, 

1. Am I © walking with God?” Diſculties will 
occur, even to thoſe who are treading in this road, but 
e who is he that ſhall harm them?” The moſt pow- 


erful motives may be urged upon them, to encourage 


them to perſevere. Let them remember, they are 
« ſtrangers and pilgrims here, and, in dependence 
on the divine faithfulneſs, let them be. continually 
looking forwards, with ardent- expectation, to * the 
glory which ſhail be revealed in them.“ But, alas! 
what worldlineſs and ſenſuality prevail among us! 
How few appear to be living for God! How few can 
ſay, they have known any thing of real communion 
with him! Happy are thoſe, who, with unfeigned 
ſincerity and unwearied diligence, are ſeeking for this 


privilege | While they admire the condeſcenſion of 


Jehovah, who will admit them to ſuch a holy famili- 
arity with himſelf, let them rely on his faithfulneſs, for 
He hath never ſaid to any, “Seek ye me in vain.” 

| : ; 6 k 1 

* Ia. xxxv. 10. 
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2. What are my hopes? Can I approach to God, 
in full confidence of his favour? This is what you 
ought not to pretend to, if you are not habitually walk- 
ing with him. It is not meant, that your comforts 
ſhould be built on your own ſteadfaſt obedience (as if 
this were to be the ground of your dependence), but 
ſurely they are cloſely connected with your fpirit and 
conduct, Wonder not, that diſtreſs ariſes from the ne- 
glect of any duty, or the indulgence of improper tem- 
pers. If you are worldly-minded, or indolent and cow- 
- ardly in the cauſe of Chriſt, it is not at all furpriſing, 


that you ſhould be oppreſſed with doubts and fears. If 


you profeſs to be God's ſervants, be faithful to him, 
and he will nat be forgetful of you, but will make your 
conſolations to abound through the knowledge of his 
Son. Let us aſk again, 
3. What are my views of death? It is an awful 
thing to die, and to enter upon an eternal ſtate. Vet 
how tranſporting the change to Enoch! Nor is it un- 
common to ſee a lively Chriſtian rejoicing in his depar- 
ture. The diſſolution of the body, even with all its 
painful circumſtances, will; in general, prove delightful 


to true believefs, who have obtained the victory 
through Jeſus Chriſt, But are you ungodly ? Lou 
have, then, a moſt gloomy proſpect before you. And 


how ſhould it be otherwiſe ? Shall God tranſlate you, 
who are his enemies, into his bliſsful preſence, as well 
as thoſe, who are in ſtrict friendſhip with him? No; 
he will make a difference; he will remove you, but not 


as he did Enoch, Ah! © what is the hope of the hy- 
7 | | pocrite, 
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pocrite, when God taketh away his ſoul *!” e The 
wicked is driven away in his wickedneſs, but the 
righteous hath hope in his death Ff.“ 

What more ſuitable concluſion can we draw, than 
Enoch's prophecy, expreſſed in his own words? © Be- 
hold, the Lord cometh with ten thouſands of his ſaints, 
to execute judgment upon all ; and to convince all that 
are ungodly among them, of all their ungodly deeds, 
which they have ungodly committed, and of all their 
hard ſpeeches which ungodly ſinners have ſpoken 
againſt him F.“ 

Who does not pray, May we find mercy of the 
Lord in that day, and be tranſlated into the kingdom 
of his glory, aw Jeſus Chriſt 4 


* Job xxvii. 8. + Pu xiv. 32. 

t Jude 14. It is an inquiry more curious than uſeful, to aſk, 
whence the Apoſtle received this account of Enoch's prophecy. It 
might be ſuggeſted to St. Jude by immediate revelation : or per- 
baps it was a well-authenticated tradition, preſerved by the ſpecial 
providence of God, for our admonition, and St. Jude might by 


inſtructed to record it as a genuine hiſtory, 
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A H, 
CHAPTER IV. 
SECT, 1. 


Corrupt fate of the world in the time of Noah, who was 
raiſed up for eminent ſervices bis holy charafter— 
deſpiſed of men—beloved of God. 


As many as can fay with David, © All my delight is 


upon the ſaints that are in the earth, and upon ſuch as 


excel in virtue,” will find it a pleaſing employment to 


contemplate Scripture Characters. Let us, then, ex- 
amine, of what deſcription were the people of God in 
ancient times, and what treatment they received in the 
world. We ſhall obſerve them, in almoſt every age, 


 eomparatively few in number, men deſpiſed and won- 


dered at, paſſing through much tribulation ; but, 
amidſt all their trials, very dear to God, and the ob- 
jects of his peculiar care. Would you be © followers 
of them, who through faith and patience are now in- 


heriting the promiſes ?” While you walk as they walk- 


ed, be not ſurpriſed, if you meet with the ſame un- 
kind reception, the - ſame contempt and oppoſition. 


Suffice it, if, like them, you be © kept by the power 


of God,” favoured with the tokens of his love on 
earth, and at laſt admitted into his preſence, to be 


partakers of his glory for ever. 
We 
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We are now come to a very important period in the 
ſacred hiſtory. The life of Noah demands an attentive 
conſidepation, and is highly inſtructive. As an intro- 
duction to the ſubject, it may be proper briefly to de- 
ſcribe | 

I. The ſtate of mankind at that time. Though the 
world had been created little more than a thouſand 
years, when Noah was born, it was probably filled with 
inhabitants , as men in general, before the flood, 
lived to ſo great an age, that many generations flou- 
riſhed together. Adam himſelf, who was for a while 
cotemporary with Noah's father, had not long been 
removed. He muſt have ſeen, therefore, a very numer- 
ous, but (what was extremely diſtreſſing) a very depraved 
poſterity. He muſt have ſeen his children's children 
corrupting one another, and making a rapid progreſs in 
iniquity. As their numbers increaſed, and ©* men 
began to multiply on the face of the earth , they 
became more and more abandoned. It pleaſed God, 
however, to preſerve a choſen ſeed in the family of 
Seth, from which it was deſigned that the Saviour 
ſhould come. Scarcely any notice is taken of the reſt of 
Adam's deſcendants, but the genealogy of this favoured 
line (to which, it ſeems, the church of God was 
confined) is carefully recorded ; nor was it ſuffered to 
be deſtroyed, becauſe © a bleſſing was in it.” 


* The greateſt part of the antediluvian Patriarehs, whoſe ages 
are recorded, Gen. v. lived about goo years, Lamech, whoſe 
age was 777 years, was the youngeſt, of any that - we read of, 


who died a natural death. 


_ + Gen. vi. 1, &c. | 
E 4 Did 
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Did all theſe, then, walk uprightly before God? 
Ah! how difficult it is to live © unſpotted from the 
world!“ Even theſe were infected with the general 
contagion : and this very circumſtance, that the pro- 
feſſors of religion did not keep themſelves ſeparate 
from ſinners, occaſioned a more general corruption of 
manners, and haſtened the deſtruction of the earth. 
Do we not herein obſerve the miſchievous conſequences 
of forming connections with ungodly perſons and fami- 
lies? An intimate acquaintance of this kind is dan- 
gerous to the ſoul; and the more intimate it is, the 
greater muſt the danger be. Marriage, we know, is 
the maſt important union, in which, as a likeneſs of 
ſentiments and diſpoſitions is abſalutely neceſſary 
to ſecure happineſs, it becomes the man of God to 
be particularly circumſpect in chooſing his compa- 
nion. But if. carnal motives prevail with him, if caprice 
and paſſion, pride or avarice direct his choice, if he 
have no regard therein to the concerns of another life, 
what proſpect can he have of making any advance- 
ment, or even maintaining his ſteadfaſtneſs, in the 
ways of God? Is it probable, that he will “ rule his 
own houſe well,” or © bring up his children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord? To be there- 
fore © unequally yoked together with unbelievers,” is 
utterly inconſiſtent with that wiſdom, ſpirituality, and 
zeal, which ſhould characterize the ſervants of God; 
it may prove ruinous to themſelves, and produce the 
moſt pernicious effects to their lateſt pofterity. 

« The ſons of God,” who ſhould have ſtood forth 


with a holy ſingularity to uphold his cauſe, amidſt the 
general 
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general depravity, were ſhamefully carried away by 


their own ſenſual affections; and thus they ſtrengthened 
the hands of the ungodly, and left an unrighteous ſeed 
behind them. They © ſaw the daughters of men” 
(women, who ſprung from irreligious parents, and had 
no ſenſe of real godlineſs themſelves), * that they were 
fair,” and, without attending to any other conſidera- 
tion, © they took them wives of all which they choſe.” 
They followed the guidance of their own vain defires, 
and the conſequence was, what might have been ex- 
peed, true religion rapidly declined ; for their off- 
ſpring, who were the fruit of theſe. marriages,” inherit-" 
ed, not the piety which the fathers poſſeſſed, but the 
pride and folly of the mothers. The account of theſe 
unſuitable connections is clearly introduced as the prin- 
cipal reaſon, why matters were at length brought to a 
moſt deſperate iſſue. Wickedneſs became triumphant, 
becauſe the few, who retained the knowledge and the 
fear of God, diſcovered little or no zeal, were ſcarcely to 
be diſtinguiſhed from others, or at leaſt were ſtrangely 
drawn aſide by worldly compliances. They, "who 
ſhould have been © the ſalt of the earth, had loſt their 
favour, and therefore were of no benefit to thoſe around 
them. Let this ſtand as an admonition to all, eſpe- 
cially to young perſons, to beware of forming i * 
per attachments. 

But whilſt ſin is thus advancing with a daring ef: 


frontery, ſhall not God interpoſe to aſſert his au- 


thority, and vindicate his honour? Yes: he will 
make himſelf known by the ſigns and judgments which 
he will execute, He reſolves therefore, * My Spirit 

| ſhall 
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mall not always ſtrive, with man, for that he alſo is 
fleſh ; yet his days ſnall he an hundred and twenty years.” 
The Spirit of God, then, it appears, ſtrives wich ſinners, 
perhaps with thoſe of the moſt profligate character; 
and to his influence, reſtraining by a thouſand diffe- 
rent ways the depravity of our nature, we owe it, that 
the world is not more abandoned than it is. But ſuch is 
our perverſeneſs, that we are ever reſiſting his admoni- 
tions and reproofs. Man, therefore, is repreſented as 
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incurable; he is fleſh,” entirely corrupt, and it were n 
vain to expect from him any other than © the works tl 
of the fleſh.” With this baſe oppoſition of his rebelli- Y 
ous creatures the patience of God was well-nigh wearied V 
out in the days of Noah, when he determined to leave wi 
them to the juſt conſequences of their iniquities, and, ey 
by one tremendous diſplay of his power, to put an end 
to the conteſt. Vet behold his long ſuffering ! Still he Le 
allows them a/ reſpite of an hundred and twenty years, pre 
during which period he waits upon them with offers of pe! 
mercy. He warns, before he ſtrikes ; and while he ded 
defers his threatened vengeance, he proves that he will- me 
eth not the death of them who periſh, but that their de- tha 
ſtruction is of themſelves. * 
Is it inquired, Was the caſe utterly hopeleſs? Yes; den 
a God ſaw that the wickedneſs of man was great 1n the. Gay 
earth, and that every imagination. of the thoughts of No: 
his heart was only evil continually,” How black 1 
the deſeription of this poor apoſtate race! They -pror 
were become more. and more audacious 1n ſin; nor 1 
could there be any proſpect of amendment, as their Chriſt 
hearts were totally deprayed; their thoughts, ir mern ſervi 
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imagination, evil; and this too, without any mixture 
of good, any interruption of time, © only evil continu- 


ally.” Do you aſk, what evidence is given? * God 


ſaw it;“ and he has vouchſafed to reveal to us the 


reſult of his obſervation-. This is a bee better | 


than that of a thouſand witneſſes. | 

Such, then, being the ſtate of mankind, who can 
wonder to bear the fixed detertnination of a holy God, 
to deſtroy the earth with its inhabitants, and to leave a 
monument of his awful juſtice to every age? But was 
there no exception in this general . deluge of iniquity ? 
Yes; here is an individual ſelected for our notice, 
While God looks down with abhorrence upon a. guilty 
world, it is recorded, that“ Noah found grace in the 
eyes of the Lord.“ We are therefore led to conſider 

II. The character and conduct of Noah. The 
Lord would not ſuffer Satan to triumph (as if he had 
prevailed, to the total overthrow of the church) nor 
permit his own purpoſes to be defeated. He would, in- 
deed, „ make a way to his indignation,” in the puniſn- 
ment of ungodly men; but a remnant muſt be ſaved, 
that, according to his own expreſs engagement, “ the 
Seed of the woman” may yet come to accompliſh re- 


demption. Behold, then, the loving · kindneſs of our 


God! In the midſt 2 he remembers mercy. 


Noah is the highly- favoured inſtrument of performing 
his truth towards us; for in him, and his poſterity, the 
promiſe of the great Redeemer is ſecured. 


Years befre Noah was marked out, from his birth, as 


Chatte 2948. an extraordinary perſon, deſigned for eminent. 
ſervices, le was doubtleſs in the ſpirit of prophecy, 
that 
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that his father called him by a name, ſignifying Resr 5 
not only as foreſeeing, that he would be a comfort to 
his parents, and a public bleſſing in his day, but alſo, 


and perhaps chiefly, becauſe in him the covenant of 


grace would be confirmed, and the Saviour, who alone 

beſtows ResT upon the weary foul, and of whom 

Noah was an illuſtrious type would proceed from him. 
As he advanced in life, he was preſerved from the 


general contagion, and & eſcaped the pollutions of the 


world.” The moſt honourable teſtimony is given of 
him. Noah was a juſt man,” diſcharging the duty 


of every relation with fidelity, © and perfect,“ that is, 


» 


fincere and conſcientious, © in his generation,” un- 
corrupted by the extreme depravity of the age. He 


ſtood firm againſt every temptation, and, notwithſtand- 


ing all the ſcoffs and violence to which he was expoſ- 


ed, © Noah walked with God ;” he was not only mind- 
ful of Him, in the habit of maintaining communion 


with Him, but alſo zealous for his cauſe. The piety 
of Noah was very eminent, and is mentioned by the 


prophet Ezekiel, in terms of the higheſt approbation “. 


He was a preacher, as well as an example, of righte- 


ouſneſs; and whilſt the long - ſuffering of God waited 
upon ſinners, for an hundred and twenty years before 


the flood, Noah was commiſſioned for the ſpecial pur- 


poſe of inſtructing and rebuking them, and warning 
them of their approaching deſtruction +. 


We admire and commend his undaunted courage; 


but ſhall we not confeſs and be aſhamed of our cow- 


ardice in the ſervice of God? We perceive him . 


et. . 19. 3 Pet. ii. 5. 
nouncing 


* Ezek. xiv. 14. 
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nouncing and reproving * the works of darkneſs,” 
though licenſed, as it were, by general cuſtom: but 
are not we afraid to avow our abhorrence of the evils, 
we ſee commonly practiſed; and, through a baſe timi- 
dity of ſpirit, do we not make many compliances, 
which we condemn in our hearts? Will the faſhion 
of the times juſtify us? No: we ought to exert ur- 
ſelves the more in oppoſition to ſin, becauſe it is coun» 
tenanced by multitudes : and though we ſhould ſtand 


alone, as Noah did, we muſt refuſe to be“ conform- 
eld to this world;” we muſt © come out, and be ſepa- 


rate.” Ah! where is the zeal of our fathers? May 
God © revive his work,” and raiſe up perſons of faith- 
fulneſs and activity, ſuch as Noah was, to promote his 
glory! For ſurely we have cauſe to lameat, that “ ini- 
quity abounds, and the love of many waxes cold.“ 
We proceed to conſider, ; 

III. The reception Noah met with, 

1. From men. Some have ſuppoſed, that a virtuous 
character will always be honoured with general appro- 
bation and eſteem. But this is contrary to fact, and 
the experience of all ages. Was Noah held in repu- 
tation? Or were his admonitions regarded? It is 
probable, that univerſal contempt was poured upon 
tim, and that both his preaching and his building 
of the ark were ſubjects of profane ridicule. The 
ſinners, whom he reproved, would not be convinced 


they were in any danger; and, therefore, £ caſting 


his words behind them,” they continued their vile prac- 
tices, * till the flood came, and deſtroyed them all *.” 


* Luke xvii. 27. 


Such 
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Such is the unfavourable treatment, which the faithful 
witneſſes for God, in our own day, invariably receive, 
Their holineſs is reproached and hated, 'as an unneceſ- 
ſary preciſeneſs ; and their ſolemn warnings are laughed 
at as idle bugdears, which ſerve only to terrify weak 
minds. Should they, therefore, give way to dejec- 
tion, and deſiſt from their work? No; without at- 


tending to preſent inconveniences, they ſhould ſtead- - 
faſtly perſevere in righteouſneſs, and with great cou- q 
rage both act and ſpeak for God, believing, and re- ir 
joicing in it, that their reward is with Him; that ol 
* W Iſrael be not gathered, yet ſhall they be elo. | or 
rious.“ | cli 
We inquire, then, what was bs good man's re- 
ception. + ev 
2. From God. It becomes us ſurely to be moſt eth 
ſolicitous to obtain “ the honour, which cometh from O 
God.“ And in what light was Noah conſidered in the his 
court of heaven? He found grace in the eyes of let 
the Lord.” It was diſtinguiſhing grace, which enabled q 
him to maintain his integrity ; and peculiar marks of He 
the divine favour were put upon him. Amidſt all the ung 
contempt and oppoſition of the world, the Lord was his his 
comfort and defence, gave him the tokens of his love, brin 
communicated his purpoſes to him, as if Noah had and 
been one of his council, and entered into an expreſs tribu 
(its covenant with him: * With thee will I eſtabliſh my me 
in 1 covenant.“ | be <« 
1 The proper concluſion for us is, © If God be for us, you 
who can be againſt us?” And when, in the language our I 


of faith, we can ſay, The Lord is my helper,” we 
* need 
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need not fear what fleſh can do unto us.” Let it, 
then, be our chief deſire to approve ourſelves to Him, 
eſteeming © his loving-kindneſs to be better than life 
itſelf,” | 

This part of our ſubject will teach us, 

1. The depravity of man. When he is ſuffered to 
walk in the way of his own heart, the conſequence will 
ever be, as before the flood; he will commit all ini- 
quity with. greedineſs.” The caſe has been the ſame 
in every age. The hiſtory of the world, then, holds 
out a ſtriking proof, that © we are very far gone from 
original righteouſneſs, and are of our own nature in- 
clined to evil *.“ - "ET 


2. The patience of God. © Judgment againſt an 
evil work is not executed ſpeedily.” The Lord bear- 


ech long with his enemies, © waiting to be-gricious.” 


deſpiſe not, as the ſinners of old did, © the riches of 
his goodneſs, and forbearance, and long ſuffering,” but 
let © his goodneſs lead thee to:repentance?” - / 

3. The care of God towards them who fear him. 
He may, perhaps, appoint their habitation among the 
ungodly.- and permit them to be “ evil entreated; yet 
his eye is upon them for good, and he will in duè time 
bring deliverance. O ye chat love the Lord, rejoice 


and be exceeding glad ! © In the world ye ſhall have 


tribulation ;? but you know Him that hath ſaid, © In 


me ye ſhall have peace:” and it is your privilege to 
be © perſuaded, that nothing ſhall be able to ſeparate 
you from the love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord,” 


*The ninth article. 
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SECT. 2. 


Noah, acquainted with the . of the deluge, built the 
ark in faith—preſerved in it—brought out—offered ſa- 
crifices, and received promiſes—ſaw the world again 
corrupt—fell into the fin of drunkenneſs, but recovered 

' ==forctold the ſtate of his poſterity. 


As we advance from one character to another, we 
ſhall not only have frequent occaſion to remark © what 
is in man,” but alſo perceive the moſt evident ſigns of a 
wonderful plan of divine government, uniformly carried 
on amidſt all the commotions and the changes, which 
have happened in the world. The various diſpenſa- 
tions both of judgment and mercy, from the beginning, 
all point to one grand object; the coming of the great 
Redeemer, and the eſtabliſhment of his kingdom. 
This was the purpoſe of God, which the fooliſh and 
wicked devices of his creatures could neither defeat nor 
retard; and all events have been ſo ordered and over- 
ruled, as to promote the gracious deſign. What a 
glorious and extenſive view does this conſideration open 
tous! We are conſtrained to cry out, O Lord, our 
Governor, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!“ 

Perhaps there is no period of hiſtory more remark- 
able, or more inſtructive, than that which is now before 
Us, 
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us, the life of Noah. We muſt feel ourſelves deeply 
affected by the bare narration of thoſe aſtoniſhing cala- 
mities, to which he was witneſs; and we cannot but 
learn many uſeful leſſons from the man, who was diſ- 
tinguiſhed above all the reſt of his ſpecies, and ſelected 
to be a ſingular monument of the divine favour to our 
fallen race. May we be partakers of his faith, and, 
like him, be kept by the power of God, in days of 
peculiar depravity, or of the moſt deſolating judg- 
ments, if ſuch ſhould be appointed for us ! 

We proceed to conſider the ſituation of this eminent 
ſaint, | | 4 

I. At the time of the deluge. It has been obſerved, 
that great grace was upon him, while the world around 
him had univerſally and avowedly caſt off the fear of 
God, and were “ committing all iniquity with greedi- 
neſs.” This difference of ſpirit and conduct could not 
paſs unnoticed by Him, why moſt exactly diſcerns 
between the righteous and the wicked.” We have, 
therefore, ſeen, that the Lord looked upon Noah with 
complacency and delight; whilſt his fierce anget®was 
kindled againſt the very numerous claſs of ungodly men. 
He condeſcended to commune with him, as one friend 
with another, and revealed to him the tremendous pur- 


. Poſe of deſtroying all fleſh by a flood of waters. God 


{ſaid unto Noah, The end of all fleſh is come before me *.“ 


But deſigns of mercy were made known to this holy . 


man; and the Lord entered into the moſt expreſs en- 
gagement, to ſave him and his little family from the 


Gen. vi. 13, &c. 


Vox, I. F general 
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general ruin. How gracious was the intimation, 
« With thee will I eſtabliſh my covenant!” 

The method of deliverance, with all its minuteſt cir- 
cumſtances, was of the divine appointment. The Lord 
himſelf directed Noah to prepare a veſſel of immenſe 
ſize, a capacious ark, which might contain his houſe- 
hold, and a fmall remnant of all other creatures, for the 
preſervation of their different ſpecies. In this building 
the various orders of animals, with ſufficient proviſions 
for their ſupport, were to be accommodated, and to 
ride in ſecurity, while the deluge prevailed, and one 
common deſolation ſwept away the inhabitants of the 
earth with all its furniture. The work was a vaſt and 
formidable undertaking ; and it ſhould ſeem, that no- 


thing could have encouraged Noah either to begin it, had 
or perſevere in it, but a firm reliance upon God, and 60 
unreſerved devotedneſs to Him. wol 
Behold, then, both the faith and the obedience of an « 
Noah, by which he has exhibited a bright example of eres 
righteouſneſs to all ſucceeding ages! An inſpired writer pen, 
has taught us, that faith was the principle, from which WOU 
all his obedience ſprang. © He believed God ;” and that 
therefore, whatfoever God commanded him, he cheer- avoi 
fully performed, For © by faith Noah, being warned and 
of God of things not ſeen as yet, moved with fear, tion, 
prepared an ark th the faving of his houſe; by the HAT: 
which he condemned the world, and became heir of the effica 
righteouſneſs which is by faith *,” In full perſuaſion, and t 
7 | | ever 
* Heb. xi. 7. obſtr 
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then, that God would fulfil his word, he complained 
not of the arduous taſk aſſigned him, but ſet about tha 


ſtrange employment of building the ark; and at the 


Ame time ſtood forth as a bold reprover of that wicked 
generation, calling them to repentance, and denounc- 
ing againſt them the threatenings of an incenſed God. 
This muſt have been a ſevere trial indeed, a painful 
office to Noah. How many obſtacles had he to ſur- 
mount upon the occaſion ! What wonder, if his heart 
had miſgiven him, and he had deſerted his poſt, 
when he conſidered how much he had to contend with ; 
when he perceived the ſpirit and the practice of the 
world, ſo oppoſite to himſelf, and obſerved that he 
was treated with univerſal diſregard and contempt ? Or, 
had he loſt fight of the promiſe and the command of 


| God, and attended only to his own reaſonings, he 


would probably have come to this concluſion, that ſuch 
an event as the deluge, for the deſtruction of all living 
creatures, never could take place; or, if it ſhould hap- 


pen, that any veſſel, he might be able to conſtruct, 


would be utterly inſufficient to weather out the ſtorm ; 
that there could be no eſcape, and that all muſt un- 
avoidably periſh together, Reaſon may heſitate, cavil, 
and reply; but faith acquieſces in the divine declara- 
tion, and ſilences all objections with THE Lorp 
HATH $AID rr. Let us ſeek to be poſſeſſed of this 
efficacious principle, and to live under its influence, 
and then we ſhall be active and zealous for God, what- 
ever dangers may threaten us, whatever difficulties may 
obſtruct our path. | 
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Is it in vain to truſt; or ferve the Lord? Let us 


behold, and admire his grace and fairhfulneſs, in the 
inſtance before us. Did he leave this righteous man to 


the inſults of his enemies? Did he not fulfil his word, 
both of judgment and mercy ? He watched over Noah, 
as it were with parental tenderneſs and care: and, 


when the appointed time drew near, his heavenly Mo- 


nitor again inſtructed him, and warned him, ſeven 
days before the deſolation began, that all neceſſary pre- 
parations might be made. For yet ſeven days, and I 
will cauſe it to rain upon the earth *.“ With the ut- 
moſt kindneſs and condeſcenſion, he then invited him 
into the habitation provided for him: * Come thou, 
and all thy houſe into the ark.” But how ſhall the 
various tribes of animals be collected, or become wil- 
ling to take up their abode together, in one confined 
receptacle? How ſhall the wolf dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard lie down with the kid ?“ Be- 
hold, the whole creation was again ſubjected to man; 


all creatures were taught to obey him as their lord, 


and, in a way which cannot be explained on any other 
ſuppoſition, than that of an Almighty power immedi- 
ately exerted upon them, as many as were deſigned to 
be preſerved, offered themſelves, © went in two and 
two unto Noah into the ark,” and there yielded. a 
ready ſubmiſſion to him. But what ſecurity could be 
given, that neither the violence of the wicked, ſeeking 
a refuge for themſelves, nor the rage of the waters, 


prevailing every where, ſhould break in upon him in 


* Gen, vii. 4, &c. + Iſa. xi. 6. | 
| f his 
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nis retreat? The ſame hand, which directed him to 
this place of ſafety, effectually guarded him againſt all 
aſſaults: the door was made ſure: © the Lord ſhut 
him in.“ | 

This was a ſurpriſing deliverance indeed; and each 
circumftance in it may juſtly excite our moſt devout 
admiration. But have we not encouragement, in every 
age, to expect the gracious interpoſition of God, in 
fayour of thoſe who fear him? Or, © did ever any 
truſt in the Lord, and was confounded ?” The very 
inſtance, we are now confidering, is quoted by an Apoſ- 
tle as a general example, by which all the inhabitants of 
the earth, to the end of time, may be inſtructed, that 
« the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptations.” But it contains alſo a ſolemn admoni- 
tion, that he will © reſerve the unjuſt unto the * of 
judgment to be puniſhed *.“ 

While therefore we accompany Noah into the ark, 
we turn our eyes to the world, of which, no doubt, he 
took his leave with many painful ſenſations : and what 
a wonderful and tremendous ſcene is here preſented to 
us! Can imagination, with its utmoſt ſtretch, pic- 
ture to us the awful deſolation, when © the fountains 
of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of 
heaven were opened?“ Oh the lamentations and the 
bitter cries of thouſands, periſhing by that very cala- 
mity, the kind notices of which they had refuſed to at- 
tend to, or had preſumptuouſly derided! Many of 
Noah's dear relations were included in this number. 


® 2 Pet. ii. 9; 
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What diſtreſs and anguiſh muſt he have felt for them ! 


But in vain: they had deſpiſed his warning: their day 


of grace was paſt : and he could afford them no relief. 
There was no hiding place, no refuge from the ſtorm, 
but the ark; and © the door was ſhut.“ The flood, 
therefore, which ſoon roſe above the higheſt hills, 
bore all away with an irreſiſtible force, and buried un- 
godly ſinners in one common deſtruction. 

On ſuch a ſubject, what reflections become us? 


Shall we indulge a ſpeculative curioſity, or enter into 
any nice inquiries concerning it? Alas! to what 


purpoſe ? Curioſity never promoted the intereſt of true 


religion. Though many queſtions, therefore, might 


ariſe, it were better to check them, Perhaps we do 
not clearly comprehend by what particular means the 
deluge could be produced. But the power of God is 
ſurely ſufficient to account for it: and the fact itſelf is 
evident : for, beſides the ſcripture record, we have the 


teſtimony of tradition; a general notion of ſome ſuch 
event as this, having prevailed from the earlieſt times. 
Many circumſtances alſo in natural hiſtory tend to con- 


firm it; as it has been well argued, that the trees, 
which are found in the bowels of the earth, and the 
ſhells, and bones of fiſhes, which are dug out of the 
tops of mountains, afford a ſtrong preſumption, that 
an univerſal convulſion has taken place, 

And do not © our hearts meditate terror, while we 
are contemplating the effects of the divine vengeance ? 
« Who can ſtand before this holy Lord God?“ What 
a ſtriking proof is here cxhibited, of his juſtice in pu- 
niſhing 


ing 


* 
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niſhing iniquity, and of his veracity in executing his 
threatenings ! Shall any among ourſelves dare to trifle 
with Him? Shall any diſbelieve his word? Let ſin- 
ners dread his wrath, and ſeek to eſcape from it! 

When the decrees of an angry God were fully exe- 
cuted, what became of © the remnant according to the 
election of grace?” A pleaſing proſpect again opened 
upon them, when the waters were abated, and the 
dry land appeared. But Noah, with all that remained 
of the creation around him, continued ſhut up in the 
ark; and, for ſome time, their Deliverer came not to 
their relief, This, probably, was a ſeaſon of very 
painful ſuſpenſe ; and it ſhould ſeem, that Noah was 
weary of his reſtraint, and in ſome meaſure impatient 
and unbelieving. Many fears might be ſuggeſted to 
his mind: the thought might ariſe, © The Lord has 
forſaken, or forgotten me.” But at length his liberty 
was reſtored. © God remembered Noah *,” and 
brought him out in ſafety, after little more than a 
year's confinement. Hence we proceed with his won- 
derful hiſtory, | 

II. After the deluge. Called out by divine com- 
mand (for God had faid, © Go forth of the ark,”) he 
and his numerous retinue quitted their Aſylum, and 
entered upon a deſert world. A ſcene entirely new 
was then preſented to him ; but every thing, we ſhould 
ſuppoſe, would tend to fill his ſoul with gloomy appre- 
henſions. Wherever he turned his eyes, he ſaw the 


devaſtations which fin had made, and perceived the 


Gen. viii. 1, &c. 
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vaſt exertions of labour neceſſary for his own ſupport. 
Could he forbear reflecting, with unutterable anguiſh, 
on the multitudes who had periſhed in their iniquities? 
Could he attend to his own ſituation, or look forward 
to the future, without feeling immenſe difficulty and 
diſtreſs? But what were his firſt emotions, upon his 
deliverance ? A ſenſe of gratitude overpowered him, 
and ſwallowed up every other concern. He began the 
renewed duties of life with an act of ſolemn worſhip to 
his merciful Preſerver, devoting himſelf afreſh to his 
ſervice. © Noah builded an altar unto the Lord; and 
took of every clean beaſt, and of every clean fowl, and 
offered burnt-offerings on the altar.” 

It is inquired, why the blood of an animal was ſhed, 
and offered up as a religious rite? Sacrifices, no doubt, 
were of God's own appointment, inſtituted on purpoſe 
to typify the only way of forgiveneſs, by the Death of 
the Redeemer ; and they derived all their efficacy from 
the reference they had to the grand propitiation for 
the fins of mankind. By virtue of this atonement, then, 
and not by the blood of bulls or goats,” Noah ap- 
proached his God with acceptance, and obtained an 
anſwer of peace: The Lord ſmelled a ſweet favour.” 
We alſo are encouraged to draw near to that God, 
who pardoneth iniquity, and declares himſelf *“ well 
pleaſed in his beloved Son:” nor do we doubt of a 
gracious reception through ,Jefus Chriſt, while we re- 
member, that © he hath given himſelf for us, an offer- 
ing and a ſacrifice to God, for a ſweet- ſmelling ſa- 
. 

* Epi. v. 2. 
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Noah, we have ſeen, devoted himſelf to God, and, 
in return, received the moſt expreſs aſſurances of the 
divine regard. The covenant of grace had been 
revealed from the beginning; and upon this occaſion 
it was renewed with great ſolemnity, that it might be 
known, in the new world, that “God had not in 
anger ſhut up his tender mercies.” © Behold, ſaid he, 
I eſtabliſh my covenant with you.“ A freſh grant 
was made to man of an univerſal dominion over all 
living creatures, and, it ſeems, with an additional 
liberty of eating animal food; and a promiſe was 
added, that, by - the over-ruling influence of provi- 
dence, the ſeaſons ſhould be regularly continued in 
their order, and that no other deluge ſhould ever be 
brought upon the earth for-its deſtruction. The bow 
in the cloud was appointed as a token of God's-faith- 
f fulneſs and love; nor is it, at this day, without a 
meaning to us. We look upon it with peculiar con- 


: fidence and joy, becauſe it repreſents to us our ſecuri- 
1 ty, not from a flood of waters only, but, fram all the 
5 effects of the wrath of God. For thus faith the Lord 
5 himſelf; “ This is as the waters of Noah unto me: for 
5 as I have ſworn that the waters of Noah ſhould no 
n more go over the earth; ſo have I ſworn that I would 
en not be wroth with thee, nor, rebuke thee. For the 
_ mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be removed; but 
. my kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, neither ſhall 
_ the covenant of my peace be removed, faith the Lord 
5 that hath mercy on thee *.” To this unchangeable 


* Ifa, liv. 9, 10. 
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covenant, whereby the God of heaven binds himſelf to 
beſtow upon us all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus, 
we fly for refuge. We rejoice that it is “ordered in 
all things and ſure,” and we thank God that it is ſuch 
a foundation for our hopes, as cannot be ſubverted. 
It were needleſs to follow the Patriarch through all 

the difficulties of his new ſituation and to view him, 
either inſtructing his offspring, or building and plant- 
ing, to provide for himſelf and his family. Suffice it 
to ſay, that he lived three hundred and fifty years after 
the flood, and ſaw a numerous poſterity. The world 
was peopled afreſh. And did a better ſeed ariſe? Alas! 
what is man! It ſoon appeared, that he is incurable by 
any outward means, and utterly hopeleſs in himſelf. 
What muſt have been Noah's feelings, when he per- 
ceived {in revive, and again prevail around him? He 
was continued, till mankind were almoſt univerſally 
funk into idolatry, and the knowledge as well as the 
fear of God ſeemed to be entirely baniſhed, How 
ſtrange it Was, that this ſhould happen in his time, and 
in his preſence! But what can correct, or even re- 
ſtrain, the extreme corruptions of our nature? 

We could wiſh to cloſe the account here, but we are 
compelled to take notice, that, in one inſtance at leaſt, 
Noah proved awfully inconſiſtent with himſelf, and fell 
from his ſteadfaſtneſs, in a moſt grievous manner. The 
holy ſcriptures ſtrike at the root of human pride, and 
lay our glory in the duſt. With great plainneſs and 
ſimplicity, therefore, they relate the failings of the moſt 
excellent ſaints; and this they do, without making any 


comment, and leave us to draw the neceſſary concluſion. 
Noah 
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Noah was © perfect, that is, upright, but not ſin- 
leſs: his character, therefore, does not appear with- 
out a blemiſn. He was betrayed into the horrid fin 
of drunkenneſs. * And Noah began to be an huſ- 
bandman, and he planted a vineyard; and he drank of 
the wine, and was drunken *,” Some have ſuppoſed, 
that he was not guilty of any criminal exceſs, as not be- 


ing previouſly aware of the effects of wine. But it is 


highly improbable, that he ſhould be thus ignorant, who 
had lived five hundred years in an age remarked for its 
diſſipation and intemperance. Vet we cannot help 
wondering, that, having ſtood againſt former tempta- 
tions, he ſhould at laſt be overcome, at a time too 
when he had none to ſeduce him. We muſt not juſtify 
his offence, nor need we attempt to conceal it. We 
may learn much from it for our own admonition and 
improvement, Let us hence remark 

I. The continual proneneſs of man to depart from 
God. What an apoſtate creature does he appear to be! 
How entirely corrupt, how © very far gone from ori- 
ginal righteouſneſs !'' This is evident from the ſtate 
of the world before the flood, and from its rapid pro- 
greſs in iniquity after it. And does not the fall of 
Noah teach us the ſame truth? Let us examine, what 
is in our hearts; and inſtead of bitterly inveighing 
againſt him, let us lie down abaſed before God, under 
2 conviction of our own depravity. We may remark 
allo, 

2. The great evil of ſin. It is lamentable to ob- 
ſerve around us a prevailing tendency to licentiouſneſs. 


„Gen. ix, 20, 21. 
For 
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For are there not many, who are dating enough te 
plead for every violation of the divine law? Theſe 
perſons are ever forward to quote ſcripture examples 
for their own profane purpoſes; and think themſelves 
juſtified in their wicked practices, becauſe Noah and 
other eminent ſaints have fallen. „But they ſhould be 
told, that no ſervant of God can live in the allowed 
and habitual tranſgreſſion of any duty, Noah con- 
tinued not in his intemperance ; nor was he forſaken 
of his God, who returned to pardon and to heal his 
backſliding. The Spirit of God again reſted upon him, 


under the prophetical influence of which, not with ſen- 


timents of anger and revenge, he predicted the future 
condition of his children and their poſterity, denounc- 
ing the judgment of God upon one branch of his fa- 
mily, and proclaiming the counſels of the divine favour 
towards the others “. 

But it is granted, and ought to be noticed, that his 
conduct was highly blamable, and his guilt particularly 
heinous, his character and ſituation conſidered. He had 
appeared as one eminently holy, a reprover of others, 
ce a preacher of righteouſneſs,” and he was then the 
head of the creation. His offence was alſo aggravated 
by the awful proofs of God's indignation againſt ſin, 


which himſelf had witneſſed in the deſtruction of the 


old world, The diſtinguiſhed mercies he had re- 
ceived, render his ingratitude the more baſe and deteſ- 
table : His houſehold alone had been reſcued from the 
general ruin, and he himſelf had been admitted to en- 


* Gen. x. 25—27. 


joy 


7 . 
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joy an immediate communication with the God of 
heaven. | 

There will be nothing in Noah's example, proper- 
ly conſidered, to make us think Nightly of the ſmalleſt 
tranſgreſſion. It will certainly be found, that © it is an 
evil thing and bitter to forſake the Lord,” and that in 
every caſe © the backſlider in heart ſhall be filled with 
his own ways.“ “ And hence we remark l 

3. The neceſſity of continual watchfulneſs and 
prayer. Some ſincere perſons may wiſh to fly from 
the hurry of buſineſs, and even to ſeclude themſelves 
from ſociety, in order to be preſerved from temptation. | 
But do we not obſerve, from the inſtance before us, that 
no place is ſecure; and that the moſt retired abode, as 
Noah's was, is no defence to the ſoul? The reaſon is 


evident: we carry about with us our moſt dangerous 


enemy; and © he that truſteth in his own heart, is a 
fool *.“ Then only we are ſafe, when we are watch- 


ing and praying; for then we have the promiſe of a 
never-failing protection from above. 


Prov. xxviii. 26. 
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A BR A M. 
CHAP. V. 


SECT. I. 


Abram, the friend of God—a deſcendant of Shem—called 
from his native country—for what reaſons—went in 
faith—ſejourned in Canaan—vretired to Eg ypt—upon 
bis return to Canaan, parted from Loi — received freſh 
promiſes—reſcued Lol met by Melchiſedec. 


A Craracres of peculiar eminence is now before us, 


Much may be ſaid in commendation of Abraham, 
whether we conſider his faith, or his obedience (each 


of which is highly celebrated by the ſacred writers), or 
whether we attend to the diſtinguiſhed rank allotted 
him, not only as he was the Founder of the Jewiſh 
nation, but alſo (in a ſenſe) the Head of the univerſal 


Church, © the Father of the faithful.” We are not 


afraid of ſetting a greater value than we ought upon 
One, whom the Lord himſelf honoured in a very ſin- 
gular degree, and on whom he beſtowed marks of un- 
common regard. We need not ſeek for a more exalted 
title for the holy Patriarch, than what St. James has 
given him, © Abraham was called the friend of God“. 


james ii. 23. 


Can 


n 
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Can any diſtinction be conceived more glorious than 
this? How eager are men in general to form connec- 
tions with thoſe, who are placed in any elevated ſitua- 
tion! How ambitious to be admitted, on terms of in- 
timacy, into the ſociety of thoſe, who poſſeſs a large 
ſhare of thè power, the wealth, or the pageantry of the 
world! They conſider themſelves as deriving a dig- 
nity from their ſuperiors in life, who will deign to 
favour them with a familiar intercourſe. Alas! how 
vain is the boaſt, ſince we are all upon a level in our 
original, and are all (without excepting the mighty, the 
rich, or the learned) polluted, guilty, and condemned. 
Very poor indeed, then, is the honour that cometh 
from men ; but of unſpeakable value is that which com- 
eth from God only, To be received into a ſtate of 
union and fellowſhip with Him, to be an object of his 
love, is a never-failing ſource of the ſtrongeſt conſo- 
lation, and the nobleſt dignity to which man can be 
raiſed, “ Abraham was called the friend of God.“ 
We admire the condeſcenſion and the grace of © the 
High and Lofty One that inhabiteth Eternity, whoſe 
name is Holy,” that He can behold, with ſuch kind- 
neſs, a worm and a ſinner of the earth! | 

Nor is this a privilege, to which we are forbidden 
to aſpire, There is a way, in which even we may be 
ce bleſſed with faithful Abraham :” for we are all, not 
the friends only, * but the children of God, by faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt.“ It will appear, indeed, that Abra- 
ham was held in peculiar eftimation ; but in his beſt 


eſtate he had not, any more than another man, © where-_ 
3 | of 
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of he might glory before God *. All his ——— 


was derived from the free grace of God alone; and we G 
alſo are encouraged to pray, that an abundant portion wh 
of the ſame grace may reſt upon us, to bring us near wi 
to God, and to enable us to maintain continual com- to 


munion with him. 

| Years before Abram (for ſo; he was called originally) 
Shri 199% was born only two years after the death of 
Noah, though there were nine generations between 
them. He deſcended from that Patriarch in the line of 
Shem, upon whoſe family the promiſed bleſſing of the 
Saviour was entailed by his father's prophecy f. But 
though the genealogy be preſerved, ſcarcely any thing 
elſe is told us, except the names, of all the men, who 
lived from the flood till the time of Abram. The 
ſacred hiſtory ſeems to haſten to this character, as to one 
of ſingular importance, and dwells upon ſome of the 
minuteſt circumſtances of it. 
Tet even of Abram we read but little, till he had ar- 
rived at, what we ſhould account, a late period in life, 
He received his education, and ſpent a conſiderable 
part of his maturer age, amongſt an idolatrous people. 
His very parents were ſtrangers to the true God, and 
probably Abram alſo was an idolater J, till in mercy to 
him, to his numerous poſterity, and to the univerſal 
Church after him, it pleaſed God to interpoſe, by mak- 
ing an expreſs revelation of Himſelf, and to ſeparate 
him from all the other kindreds of the earth. 


0 Rom. Wi. Gen. ix. 26. } Joſh, xxiv. 2. 
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Years bes When Abram was ſeventy-five years old, 
Cürit 1922+ the Lord called him (in a way, - certainly, 
which excluded all doubt from Abram's mind, and 
with an influence which diſpoſed him to obey the call) 
to leave his father's houſe and his native country, As 
very much is faid in Scripture concerning this remark- 
able diſpenſation, it will require ſome further attention 
from us. The fact is ſoon related, but various import- 
ant inſtructions are to be derived from it. 

The command was given him, that he ſhould imme- 
diately forſake the place of his abode, and all his connec- 
tions in it, and commence a ſojourner in a ſtrange land, 
till under the divine direction he ſhould me to a king- 
dom appointed for him. Promiſes were added for his 
encouragement ; reſpecting his poſterity, that from him 
ſhould ariſe a numerous and powerful people ; and re- 
ſpecting himſelf, that God would put ſuch an honour 
upon him, as not onfy to make his name great, but alſo 
to render his life a general bleſſing to mankind. It does 
not appear, that Abram then underſtood the extent of 
that prediction, * In thee ſhall all families of the 
earth be bleſſed; but to us there can be no doubt, 
that it was deſigned as an intimation of the Saviour, 
who was to deſcend from him, and by whom alone the 
curſe of ſin can be taken away, and the ſinner become 
truly bleſſed. 

The divine will was no ſooner known than Sens | 
Abram departed from Ur of the Chaldees, with his 
aged parent Terah, his wife Sarai, and Lot his brother's 
ſon, together with all their ſubſtance, Their firſt re- 
You 1. EE, G x move 
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move was to Haran in the ſame country, where proba- 
bly they continued, on account of Terah's infirmities, 
till he died. It ſhould ſeem that a ſecond call was 
given after Terah's death, when Abram again ſet for- 
ward on his journey with all his houſehold ; and with 
the Lord God for his guide and defence, he was ſafely 
conducted into the land of Canaan “. 

Perhaps it is inquired, Where could be the neceſſity, 
or what the deſign, of this ſingular providence? In 
anſwer to which, it may be proper to advert to the ſtate 
of the world at that period. The knowledge of God 
had almoſt periſhed from the earth. There was ſcarcely 
a family to be found, in which Idolatry did not pre- 
vail. But how ſtrange and unaccountable is this, on 
any other ſuppoſition than that of the total corruption 
of man, and his utter alienation from God f! To what 
ſhall we aſcribe it, that the greateſt part of our ſpecies 
have at all times run into the groſſeſt abſurdities, in 
their notions of the Deity, and even in their religious 
rites? We muſt be conſtrained to allow ſurely, that 
human Reaſon, degenerate as we now are, is a very 


inſufficient guide in ſpiritual concerns. How little can 


Gen. xi. 31. xii. 1, 5. Acts vii. 2. 
+ «« This ſtrong and univerſally prevalent diſpoſition of mankind 
to idolatry, of which there has been ſuch great trial, and ſo notori- 
ous and vaſt proof, in fact, is a moſt glaring evidence of the exceed- 


ing depravity of the human nature; as it is a propenſity, in the 


utmoſt degree, contrary to the higheſt end, the main buſineſs, and 


chief happineſs of mankind, conſiſting in the knowledge, ſervice, 
and enjoyment of the living God.” 


Edwards on Original Sin, p. 65. 
We 
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we diſcover by it, without Revelation! Nor was there 
ever a Revelation given, which Reaſon has not been 
employed to ſet aſide or pervert, We appeal to fact 
and experience: and in this view the ſtudy of hiſtory 
will be extremely uſeful ; though it cannot but mortify 
our pride, while it faithfully repreſents to us the 
wretchedneſs of our natural condition, Man appears 
involved in groſs darkneſs indeed; ignorant of the 
divine perfections, and unwilling to retain the know- 
ledge of God when revealed to him. We have ſeen 
what was really the caſe for the firſt two thouſand years 
from the Creation; that is, till the call of Abram. No 
warnings or inſtructions, not even the moſt tremendous 
judgments, could prevent the depravity of human na- 
ture from breaking out into daring outrages : and 
whatever notices God vouchſafed to give concerning 
himſelf, they were all, very ſhortly, corrupted and de- 
ſpiſed. 

Had God, then, determined to leave this poor per- 
verſe race to themſelves, the conſequence, it is obvi- 
ous, muſt have been truly deplorable. But he will 
ſhew mercy © for his own name's ſake ;” and, at the 
period we are now conſidering, he interpoſed in a me- 
thod very different from what he had ever uſed before. 
Till that time, the Church had been, in a great mea- 
ſure, mixed with the world, without any viſible mark 
of diſtinction, and had thereby contraſted much pollu- 
tion. But then it pleaſed God to inſtitute a ſeparate 
ſociety, defended as it were by © a wall of partition; 


* Rom. i. 28. 
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and for this purpoſe he ſelected one family from the reſt 
of the earth; in which he deſigned to preſerve the true 
knowledge and worſhip of himſelf. Such was the intent 
of the call of Abram ; which was, doubtleſs, a peculiar 
honour conferred upon him, yet not to be conſidered 
as a private benefit. He was fixed upon as the favoured 
inſtrument of God, to beſtow the moſt important ad- 
vantages on mankind; in part by the preſervation of 
pure religion, but chiefly by preparing the way for His 
coming, © in whom all the families of the earth are 
bleſſed *®, Thus was Abram appointed to be the 
founder of the Jewiſh Church, and a very eminent 
Progenitor of the Meſſiah. Nor are we, at this dif- 
tance of time, unconnected with him; for as St. Paul 
argues, He is the father of all them that believe ;” 
and all the houſchold of faith are called “ che children 


of Abraham +.” 


We perceive in this inſtance a pattern for our- 


ſelves. We muſt be willing to go, wherever God 
ſhall point out the path; nor mult we decline any 
duties, however arduous, which He ſhall enjoin, We 
obſerve Abram cheerfully following the divine direc- 
tion, when he forſook his native country. This he 
mult have done againſt many ſtruggles of natural incli- 
nation, and probably in oppoſition to the entreaties of 


1% We are to conſider it,” ſays Dr. Sherlock, ſpeaking of the 
call of Abraham, © not as a partial favour to that family alone, but 
as the opening of that ſcene, which was to bring a bleſſing upon all 
nations of the earth.” Diſc. on Proph. v. 

. + Rom. iv. 11. Gal. iti. 7. 
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his friends. Neither did temporal advantages induce 
him to continue in Chaldea, nor the extreme inconve- 
niences and diftreſſes of a long and uncertain pilgrim- 
age deter him from it. Burt let it not be forgotten, 
that, in order to obey like Abram, we muſt be poſſeſſed 
of the very principle, by which he was actuated: we 
muſt believe God, that it ſhall be, even as he hath ſaid. 
For © By FaiT# Abram, when he was called to go 
out into a place which he ſhould after receive for an 
inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing 
whither he went “.“ 

For his ſteadfaſt faith, above every other grace, 
Abram is diſtinguiſhed, and propoſed as an example to 
us. And they only, © which be of faith, are bleſſed 
with faithful Abram f.“ But while we allow the ne- 
ceſſity and the excellence of this principle, let us under- 
ſtand its nature and ſee what effects it will produce. 
[t is a full perſuaſion in the mind, that God will fulfil 
his word, to which it gives entire credit, and on which 
it depends with confidence, in expectation of events 
which would otherwiſe appear unlikely, and'even im- 
poſſible. Ir has generally to combat with various and 
great difficulties : Yet, as it reſts not upon human pro- 
babilities, or rational deductions, but ſimply on the 
faithfulneſs. of God, where his will has been expreſsly 
declared and clearly underſtood, no objections what- 
ever can have any weight with it. The believer, 
therefore, ought not to waver, though his way may be 
dark, and many obſtructions lie before him; in reli- 


* Heb. Ki. 8. + Gal. ü. 9. 
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ance on the promiſe, he ought with full aſſurance to 
expect the bleſſing, though he knows not how it can be 


accompliſhed : He muſt © hope againſt hope.” Where 
there are no trials, faith has no peculiar exerciſe. Is 
this ſufficiently attended to by thoſe, who complain as 
Job, © He hath fenced up my way, that I cannot pals, 


and he hath ſet darkneſs in my paths ?” They forget, 


ſurely, that this is a ſtate of probation, where they are 
called to maintain their confidence in God, againſt all 
oppoſition. He is pleaſed to bring them into circum- 
ſtances of perplexity and diſtreſs, for this very reaſon, 
that their dependence on him may be the more mani- 
feſt, and he requires them to prove to the world, that 
they can truſt him with their All, 

The difficulties of Abram's ſituation were extreme, 
and only by a firm reliance on the divine promiſes was 
he enabled to ſurmount them. The efficacy of this 
principle appeared moſt evidently, as on ſome other 
occaſions, ſo alſo in the inſtance before us. The com- 
mand was expreſs, that he ſhould forſake his former 
abode, and all his connections in Chaldea. But though 
we may clearly underſtand the will of God, it is not 
always eaſy to obey it; nor ſhall we conſent to hazard 
any thing by our obedience, till we can place an un- 
reſerved affiance in his word, who engages to protect 
us. In a trial of this kind, to conſult with fleſn and 

blood is at once to give up our faith. | 
The Patriarch, as we before obſerved, muſt have 
had much to ſtruggle with. It muſt have coſt him 
ſome painful feelings, to deſert his country, and the 
1 many 
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many dear relations who were left behind. The pil- 
grimage, on which he was required to enter, muſt have 
preſented him with proſpects of continual danger and 
diſtreſs. For ſuch a pilgrimage he ſeemed utterly un- 
provided ; and yet he was put upon it at a'time of life, 
when men are not diſpoſed to contend with difficulties, 
and when nature, in general, ſeeks reſt and retirement. 


— 
- Had he attended to the ſuggeſtions of ſelf-indulgence, 
j or worldly prudence ; or had he loſt fight of the pro- 
- miſe, he would inſtantly have deſiſted, and reject- 
„ ed the whole ſcheme as a raſh, and fooliſh, and pre- 
— ſumptuous undertaking. But this one thing deter- 
t mined and ſatisfied his mind, that the Lord had called 
him, had engaged to favour him with his gracious pre- 
e, ſence, and to bring him to a country, which ſhould 
as ſome time or other be given him for a poſſeſſion; and 
is therefore, “ by faith he went out, not knowing whi-⸗ 
er ther he went.“ 
n- With ſuch a guide, what ſhould we have to dread ? 
er But can we cheerfully reſt on the word of God, and 
oh go forth to meet the ſevereſt trials, in this confidence, 
ot that“ He will never leave us nor forſake us?“ Does 
rd not Abram reprove us for our unbelief? What cow 
m- ardice, what unfaithfulneſs do we betray, in the con- 
ect cerhs of religion! The proſpect of dangers and diſ- 
nd treſſes terrifies many; the fear of want, or the love of 
eaſe, makes them averſe from a pilgrim's life; and there- 
ve fore, when they perceive what ſacrifices muſt be made, 
mM they ſay, © I pray thee have me excuſed.” 
the WW > Ulf we accompany the pious Patriarch in his tra- 
any vels, we ſhall obſerve that in almoſt every ſituation, 
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he was called to © endure hardneſs,” though the favou- 


rite of Heaven. He was conducted in ſafety to the 


promiſed land, but not put into poſſeſſion *®. The Ca- 
naanites were to be ſpared for a longer ſeaſon. The 
Lord, therefore, appeared to him in Canaan, engag-- 


ing to give it, not to him, but to his poſterity. This 
might ſeem to be a delay of the promiſe. But Abram 
was content to be © a ſtranger and a ſojourner,” and 
« had none inheritance,” no not ſo much as to ſet his 
foot on f.“ He removed from place to place; and yet, 
every where, though in the midſt of idolaters, he main- 


tained his religion, and preſerved the worſhip of the 


true God. Again and again it is remarked of him, 
that ©« he builded an altar unto the Lord, and called 
upon the name of the Lord.” This was a public teſ- 
timony that he ſerved the God of heaven; for, pro- 


bably, he invited the neighbouring inhabitants to join 


with him in his devotions. Are we not hereby in- 
ſtructed, never to be aſhamed of the profeſſion of god- 
lineſs, though we may live amongſt thoſe, who are 


enemies to it? Like Abram, let us cultivate the ſpi- 


rit of piety, wherever we are; nor think ourſelves 


excuſed from religious duties, even upon neceſlary 


Journeys; but, in all our removals, let us carry with 
us a ſenſe of our obligations to God, and call upon his 
name. : 

A freſh trial aroſe. A grievous famine obliged A- 
bram-to deſert the land of Canaan, and for a ſeaſon 
to retire into Egypt. And here we might wiſh to 


* Gen, xii. 6, &c. + Adds vil, 5. 


throw 


ABRAM. 89 


throw a veil over ſome circumſtances,” which ſeem a 
reproach to his character. But if properly conſidered, 
it may be an inſtructive leſſon to us, to obſerve imper- 
fection in one of ſuch exalted piety ;—unbelief even in 
Abram. He gave way to a diſtruſtful and very diſ- 
honourable fear, that he ſhould be robbed of his beau- 
teous wife, and himſelf fall by the hand of violence. 
To avoid this imaginary danger, he purſued thoſe very 
ſteps, which actually brought him into it. He was 
guilty, if not of a direct falſchood, yet of a mean pre- 
varication, in ſaying of Sarai, “She is my ſiſter.“ 
His faith, which a little before had ſurmounted very: 
oreat trials, then failed him in a trifling difficulty. 
But his fin produced his puniſhment, Sarai was taken 
from him (upon the ſuppoſition of not being his wife) 
and on the very point of becoming the poſſeſſion of 
Pharaoh. To what extreme diſtreſs, then, were Abram 
and his beloved partner reduced! But the Lord, who 
{till watched over them for good, pleaded their cauſe, 
and procured their ſafe diſmiſſion. 

Surely this example will not be appealed to, in 
order to juſtify any baſe equivocations. We muſt 
condemn the conduct of Abram, and ſay, « Let every 
man ſpeak the truth with his neighbour.” - The only 
fair concluſion is, that there is no perfection to be 
ſound in any character, merely human, and that 
«in many things we offend all.“ We may poſſibly 
ſtand againſt ſevere temptations, and yet fall by one 
comparatively inconſiderable. Our own fooliſh fears 
are ſufficient, at any time, to ſeduce us from God, 


and to make us forget our beſt principles. This will 
not 
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Wl not afford any encouragement to the careleſs ſinner, 
16177 but it may, and ſhould, comfort the feeble- minded,“ hi 
| MIN | who lament their frequent failings, or tremble at the th 
ö | remembrance of ſome foul miſconduct. “ Let no tl 
10 man glory in men, or depend on any wiſdom or w 
1100 ſtrength of his own! We have need to pray, Lead th 
ly us not into temptation! Hold thou me up, and I th 
F Fu ſhall be ſafe ; and I will have reſpect unto thy ſtatures ti 
4 | 1 continually !” » cl 
ng Abram returned to Canaan *, and, in a ſituation N 
Fl il where he had formerly enjoyed the divine preſence, he e\ 
hy renewed his communion with God, who pardons the ta 
i ah iniquity, and heals the backſliding, of his people. The 
i! } Patriarch and his Relation Lot, who accompanied fr 
. him, were both grown extremely rich; ſo that, on fr 
7 100 account of the vaſt increaſe of their flocks and herds, a re 
Uh a ſeparation from each other became expedient, The tc 
Et large addition, made to their ſubſtance, had nearly prov- ar 
mts ed a cauſe of ſerious contention. Their ſervants at th 
1 j leaſt could not agree together. And how frequently are ſe 
Fit the moſt grievous quarrels fomented by the domeſtics of g 
0 " different families, which would otherwiſe have lived in th 
9 fl peace and friendſhip with each other! The conduct of 
| 110 Abram, upon this occaſion, was moſt amiable indeed. th 
15 1 In general we obſerve, that a proud and overbearing L 
14 [68 ſpirit, ſelfiſhneſs and avarice, accompany the increaſe 0 
„ of worldly poſſeſſions. But behold Abram's conde- g 
e ſcenſion to his nephew! See the Patriarch, with all fe 
yy his abundance, meek and loving, diſintereſted and * 
1 generous! He ſaid unto Lot, © Let there be no ſtrife, {c 
118 Ge. xili, 1, &c. | 
1 1 pray 
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I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my 
herdmen and thy herdmen: for we be brethren, Is not 
the whole land before thee? Separate thyſelf, I pray 
thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I 
will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, 
then I will go to the left.“ What a ſtriking leſſon is 
this to us, to reſtrain an envious and haughty diſpoſi- 
tion, and to give up, even to an inferior, many juſt 
claims, for the preventing or the healing of contentions! 
Nor ſhall we repent of making ſuch a facrifice : what- 
ever temporal advantages we may refign, we ſhall ob- 
tain an abundant recompence in the bleſſings of peace. 
It was probably a trial to Abram to be ſeparated 
from his Relation; but his loſs was ſoon ſupplied by 
freſh communications of grace and comfort, which he 
received from above. The Lord renewed his promiſes 
to Abram, to confirm his faith and enliven his hope; 


and Abram again ſealed his vows before the Lord. II 


this God be our God, and manifeſt his favourable pre- 
ſence with us, we ſhall not have much occaſion to re- 
gret the abſence of friends, or to be diſcouraged by 
their unk indneſs. 

In another inſtance we are ſtruck with admiration at 
the tender affection and generoſity of Abram towards 
Lot *. Here indeed the Patriarch appears as a man 


of war: an unexpected change of character! With 


great vigour he girded himſelf for the battle, and went 
forth, with his numerous attendants, as an undaunted 


champion to chaſtiſe the inſolence and the cruelty of 


ſome proud conquerors. But what could be his motive 


for 
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for ſuch an extraordinary proceeding? Not, what 
generally actuates the Soldier, the love of power, of 
riches, or of honour ;—but a diſintereſted deſire of reſ- 
cuing his oppreſſed nephew, who had been taken cap- 
tive from Sodom, and of reſtoring to him his liberty 
and his ſubſtance. This, under the divine protection, 
he ſoon effected. But behold his moderation, and his 
abhorrence of ſordid gain, in the very hour of triumph ! 
He purſued his victory no farther than to render juſ- 
tice to his injured Relation, and utterly refuſed to en- 
rich himſelf by the ſpoils. Here, then, is an example 
of a noble mind, of one ſuperior to any regard of 
private advantage, and it affords a leflon to all, © that no 
man ſhould: ſeek his own, but every man another's 
wealth.” | 

Among thoſe, who congratulated Abram on his late 
conqueſt, was one of high dignity, and yer of a myſ- 
terious character, Melchizedec, king of Salem. This 


perſon, it ſeems, was a worſhipper of the true God, 


even in that idolatrous country, and performed the of- 
fices of a Miniſter of religion, He came out to teſtify 
his joy at Abram's ſucceſs ; and mutual acts of kindneſs 
and reſpect were exchanged between them. Mel- 
chizedec brought forth his hoſpitable refreſhment of 
bread and wine, typical of Goſpel-bleſſings, and, as a 
Prieſt, pronounced the benediction of God upon the 
Patriarch. Abram in return acknowledged in the 
Prieſt the authority of God, and as a token of gratitude 
for his late victory, and as a confeſſion that he owed his 
all to God, and would devote it to his ſervice, “ he 


gave him tythes of all.” Thoſe, who worſhip the ſame 


God, 


ABRAM. 93 
God, and are ſtedfaſtly attached to his cauſe, like theſe 
illuſtrious characters, ſhould be cordially united to each 
other. Nor let perſons of higheſt rank think it beneath 
them, either to © ſerve at the altar,” or to pay a proper 
reverence to the Miniſters of God, remembering whom 
they repreſent. 

Let us pauſe awhile, and aſk ourſelves, with faith - 
fulneſs and ſolemnity, Are we followers of Abram? 
Are we poſſeſſed of the ſame ſpirit? Are we in- 
fluenced by his leading principles, faith towards God, 
and benevolence towards man? You bear no relation 
to Abram, if you deſpiſe or neglect the duties of reli- 
gion, if you rear no altar, if you offer no ſacrifice to 
God. Neither do you ſhew any reſemblance to this 
example, whatever be your pretences to devotion, if 
you can make no conceſſions for the peace of your fa- 
mily or neighbourhood ; if you are proud, {clfiſh, and 
oppreſſive, > 

We have ſeen Abram, in obedience to the divine 
call, entering on the life of a pilgrim, and ſhall have 
occaſion again to contemplate him in this ſtate, while 


we further accompany him in his various removals, 


But now let us inquire, Have we obeyed the com- 
mand of God? Or, in conſequence of his requiſi- 
tion, have we given up any thing we ſhould otherwiſe 
have poſſeſſed? We alſo, like Abram, are enjoined 
to live as ſtrangers and ſojourners. But have we not 
refuſed ? Are we not determined to have as much of 


this world, as we can procure? Who amongſt us 


© come out and are ſeparate?” We are not indeed 
required to deſert our place in ſociety ; but if we would 
follow 
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follow Chriſt, we muſt not be © of the world, even as 
he was not of the world.“ For to us he declares, * If 
any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mo- 
ther, and wife, and children, and brethren, and ſiſters, 
yea, and his own life alſo, he cannot be my diſciple *.” 
Ah! how many reply, This is a hard ſaying, who 


can hear it?” What judgment ſhall we form concern- 


ing you, ye gay, ye ſenſual, ye voluptuous ? Is it true 
of you, that you are © not conformed to this world ;” 
and that you are only as ſtrangers, paſſing through 
it to a heavenly country? You would diſclaim the 
inſinuation as diſhonourable to your character. Then 
be conſiſtent; renounce your Chriſtian profeſſion, and 
avow it publicly, that you are © lovers of pleaſures 
more than lovers of God,“ and that you will gratify 
yout own carnal inclinations in contempt of all the pre- 
cepts, or the threatenings of the Goſpel. 


Luke xiv. 26. 
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Avram entered into covenant with God. —juſtiſied by faith 
married Hagar—obtained a confirmation 'of the pro- 
miſes—named ABRAHAM— circumciſed. | 


ABRam, it appears, was deſigned for very eminent 
ſervices, and diſtinguiſhed by a title, expreſſive of the 
excellency of his character and of the high honour put 
upon him: for © he was called Taz FRIEND or Gon.“ 
Some, perhaps, complain that they are not admitted 
to the ſame privileges as others, and arrogantly cenſure 
the divine conduct. They inquire therefore, why ſuch 
ſingular marks of favour were beſtowed upon Abram, 
But who are we, that we ſhould preſumptuouſly arraign 
the proceedings of the God of heaven? Shall we chal- 
lenge Him to give account unto us of any of his mat- 
ters, or dare to accuſe him, as being partial in his regard? 
It is his prerogative to act in a ſovereign manner, without 
control, All his diſpenſations, indeed, are ordered 
with wiſdom, juſtice, and goodneſs. But © who hath 
been his counſellor ?? He aſks not our approbation, 
nor does he ſuffer us to fit as judges over the affairs of 
his government. - He is debtor to no man. Let us 
confeſs, that his grace is his own; and that he is at liberty 
to diſtribute it, to whom, and in what proportion, he 
pleaſes. Ts one diſtinguiſhed aboye another, either by 
temporal 


* 
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temporal or ſpiritual bleſſings? Let not our eye be 
evil, becauſe God is good. We admire and praiſe his 
mercy, which, in an abundant meaſure, has been exer- 
Ciſed towards our polluted race. While none amongſt 
us have any claim upon him, we wonder at his forbear- 
ance and condeſcenſion to all, and rejoice that he can 
receive any as the objects of his love. 

Abram, we have already ſeen, was admitted to an 
uncommon degree of intimacy with the God of heaven. 
Almoſt every ſucceeding chapter preſents us with ſome 
new viſion, ſome gracious revelation, with increaſing 
light and comfort, vouchſafed unto him. He had ap- 
peared, with much honour, as a ſoldier in the field of 
battle ; but his. higheſt glory was, that He, © who 


inhabiteth Eternity,” was pleaſed to converſe with him, 


as with an equal, and to enter into an expreſs cove- 
nant with him. One remarkable inſtance of this kind 
is the very next circumſtance, which occurs in the 
hiſtory *. 
Years bee It is probable that Abram, at the time 
Chrit,1913- here referred to, felt deep diſtreſs, through 
the influence of ſome unbelieving fears. Many years 
had elapſed, ſince he was firſt called out of Chaldea; 
and yet he had recrived no inheritance, He till con- 
tinued a ſojourner in a ſtrange land, ſurrounded with 
thoſe, from whom he had every reaſon to apprehend 
the moſt unfavourable treatment. We do not wonder, 
that even Abram was dejected in ſuch a ſituation. 
But the Lord, who is ever attentive to the wants and 
trials of his people, and is ready to miniſter to their 


* Gen. xv. 1, &c. 
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relief and comfort, appeared to him to confirm the 
former promiſes, and gave him freſh aſſurances of his 
counſels of mercy : © Fear not, Abram,” ſaid the God 
of all grace: © I am thy ſhield; and thy exceeding 
great reward:” or, in other words, © Whatever ene- 
mies thou mayeſt dread, I am thy ſure defence, to ward 
off from thee every hoſtile aſſault; and whatever worldly _ 
advantages thou haft renounced, or mayeſt hereafter 
be deprived of, I will recompence the loſs by afford- 
ing thee a more abundant ſenſe and enjoyment of my 
favour.” f rs 
Yet this general declaration was not ſufficient to 
ſatisfy the Patriarch's mind. Something further was 
requiſite to remove his doubts: and as he was per- 
mitted, without reſerve, to make known his requeſts 
unto God, he repreſented the painful feelings he had 
on this account, that he till remained childleſs, and 
| that a ſtranger and a ſervant ſeemed likely to be his 
Heir. The ground of the complaint, probably, was 


4 not the mere deſire of obtaining children of his own, 
a but the difficulty he found in believing the pro- 
” | miſe, that he ſhould have a numerous poſterity to in- 
5 herit Canaan, when as yet he had no Son. To take 
* away that obſtacle, the Lord engaged to give him a 
m Son, and to © multiply his ſeed as the ſtars of heaven.“ 
a This was enough. Abram's objections were ſilenced: 
” his unbelief was overcome. He acquieſced in the 
1 aſſurance, and reſted in cheerful dependance upon it. 
> His faith was known and approved by God, who there- 


fore teſtified his acceptance, and beſtowed upon him 


: freſh marks of regard. 
ief Yor, I. H Again 
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Again it was declared, in order to eſtabliſh his hope, 
that the ſame God, who had brought him out of Chal 
dea, would put him 1n poſſeſſion of Canaan. Not as 
doubting the divine veracity, of which, it ſeems, he 
was then fully ae bor with eager deſires of the 
promiſed bleſſing, he requeſted of God that ſome out- 
ward token or memorial might be given him of it, 
We are ftruck with wonder at the condeſcenſion of 
the Almighty God, who frequently accommodates him- 
ſelf to the wiſhes, and ſometimes to the weakneſſes, of 
his people. He admitted, that Abram ſhould be gra- 
tified, and that the covenant ſhould be confirmed with 
peculiar ſolemnities. For this purpoſe various ſacri- 
fices were prepared, that, according to the ancient 
cuſtom of ratifying important contracts *, the two 
parties might teſtify their conſent, and acknowledge 
their mutual engagements, by paſſing between the 
limbs of the animals, which were divided in the midſt, 
and then placed in direct oppoſition to each other. 
Abram, on his part, was ready; and, while he waited ( 
in believing expectation of God's appearance, he ſunk 
down into a deep fleep, and by an awful dread, 
brought over his mind, he was made to feel in whoſe 
preſence he was; and in this ſituation it was revealed 
to him, what ſhould befall his children for many gene- 
rations after him. The glory of God was then ma- 
nifeſted, and in a viſible manner, as «a ſmoking 
furnace and a burning lamp,” it paſſed between the 
ſeparated pieces of the ſacrifices; by which it was 
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underſtood, that The Moſt High pledged himſelf to 
Abram for the completion of his promiſes. 
The whole tranſaction not only aſtoniſhes but in- 
truſts us. We perceive, in Abram, faith ſtruggling 
againſt and triumphing over unbelief. Wonder not, 
Believers, if you meet with ſeaſons of darkneſs and 
diſtreſs. For probably, in moſt inſtances, where there 
is a real dependence upon God, there will be times of 
much fear and gloomy apprehenſions. But it is not 
the will of God, that you ſhould be caſt down. He 
ſays to you, as to his holy Patriarch, “ Fear not:“ 


EY 
th and all that he was to Abram, he will be to you. Did 
ri- Abram rejoice in the proſpect of a Son? You can. 
-nt exult, that the ſon of Abram has appeared; and that 
wo n Him the Covenant, on which all your hopes are 
Ioe grounded, is eſtabliſhed and ratified with the moſt aw- 
the ſolemnities, even by the ſhedding of his blood. Did 
aſt, Abram expect, from the divine promiſes, the bleſſings 
ow of an earthly Canaan? You have the ſame or ſtronger 


ed A Mances, that you ſhall inherit the kingdom of glory. 
3 It is not to be concluded, that Abram had no far- 


unk 

end ther regard than to his immediate deſcendants and to a 
noſe temporal poſſeſſion, Doubtleſs he extended his views 
Aled to the Saviour, who was to ariſe from his family, and 


to the heavenly Canaan. This we ſhall afterwards 


Si have occaſion to obſerve. But we muſt not forget, 
king that Abram, from the very circumſtance here related, 
- is propoſed as a pattern to us, and as a repreſentation 
ws of the only method in which God will juſtify a ſinner, 
viz. by faith in Jeſus Chriſt. Abram was ſo juſtified; 
for it was © his faith,” which © was counted unto 


ſtood, | H 2 him 


100 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


him for righteouſneſs.” All other means, indeed, of 
obtaining mercy, as they. are abſurd in themſelves, 
are utterly unſuitable to us. But in the way of be- 
lieving a free acceſs is given us. This is adapted to our 
ſituation, as we are guilty, polluted creatures, and, in 
the ſtrongeſt manner, encourages our hopes. For 
it is declared by an inſpired Apoſtle, © It was not 
written for Abram's ſake alone, that it was imputed 
to him; but for us alſo, to whom it ſhall be imputed, 
if we believe on him that raiſed up Jeſus our Lord 
from the dead *,” | 
Years before A ſon had been promiſed to Abram 
Chrilt, 1911. but two years more elapſed, and no ſuch 
event ſeemed likely to take place. It pleaſes God 
very frequently to defer that mercy, which he deſigns 
to beſtow, in order to exerciſe our faith. But how 
difficult is it to maintain a firm dependence, when the 
bleſſing, we had been taught to expect, is long de- 
layed! We are unwilling to wait for it: and our im- 
patience may lead us to very wrong concluſions, as if 
our caſe were hopeleſs, or put us upon ſome improper 
conduct, to obtain what we eagerly deſire. | 
Sarai was the firſt to be diſtreſſed by her own bar- 
renneſs ; and, in order to remedy the evil, ſhe pro- 
poſed to Abram, that he ſhould marry another wife, 
Hagar their maid-ſervant, whom they had brought 
from Egypt, that by her the family might be continued, 
and the numerous poſterity promiſed might be raiſed up. 
The propoſal was ſtrange indeed, eſpecially as coming 
from Sarai; nor is Abram's compliance with it juſti- 


* Rom. iv. 23, 24. + Gen. xvi. I, &c. 
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fable, but is rather to be conſidered as an evidence of 
weakneſs and folly. He had waited ten years already, 
from his removal out of Chaldea, and yet ſaw no proſ- 
pect of any children. This was a painful trial. But 
why ſhould we limit the Moſt High, or preſcribe to 
Him the time, any more than the way, in which he 
muſt work ? It is not ſaid, that in this caſe Abram 
ſought direction from Heaven, but © He hearkened 
to the voice of Sarai.“ Our neareſt Relations will 
prove a dangerous ſnare to us, if we ſubje& our con- 
ſcience to their influence. If we are ſeduced out of 
the plain path of duty, it will be no excuſe for us, that 
we liſtened to the ſolicitations of the deareſt friends. 

Probably Abram was impatient, as well as Saratz 
and therefore, not merely in compliance to his wife, 
leaſt of all from any ſenſual: motives, but for want ot 


_ a ſtronger faith, which would have enabled him to 


wait for the accompliſhment of the promiſe, he became 
an example of Polygamy. But this inſtance, ſurely, 
will not juſtify the practice. Whatever might give 
riſe to it, or however, in ſome dark ages and'for par- 
ticular purpoſes, it might be tolerated: (in the ſame 
ſenſe that the perverſe manners of the Iſraelites were 
ſuffcred, and the ignorance of the Heathens winked 
at“), we ought to have no doubt of its ſinfulneſs. It 
is contrary to the original inſtitution. of marriage, ac- 
cording. to our Lord's explanation, and He has ex-- 
preſsly declared, that it is now to be accounted! no 
other than Adultery f. The bad conſequences, in the 
caſe before us, clearly ſhew, that it was a moſt unad- 


® See Mart. xix. 8. Acts xiii. 18. xvii. 30. + Mark x. 11. 
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viſed ſtep ; for it laid the foundation of envy, jealouſy, 
and bitter contentions in the family. Not however to 
dwell upon the perverſeneſs of Sarai towards' Hagar, 
or her inſolence to her miſtreſs, their complaints and 
their quarrels, which muſt have been extremely dif- 
treſſing to Abram ; we obſerve, that by Hagar he ob- 
tained a ſon, but not the child of promiſe ; a ſon, for 
whom, indeed, great power and dominion were deſigned, 
but one, who inſtead of being a comfort to his father, 
was the cauſe of further diviſions and animoſities in his 
houſe. So little do we know what we aſk for, when 
we deſire any thing out of God's way! The accom- 
pliſhment of our wiſhes may bring our A — and 
prove a heavy curſe to us. | 

We haſten to the following chapter, which repre- 
ſents the Patriarch in a more amiable light, and in a 
far happier ſituation. We there behold in him, inſtead 
of unbelief, the moſt unreſerved dependence on the 


promiſe ; and he, whom we lately ſaw diſtracted with 


family broils, 1s now called up again to the mount of 


God, and holds the moſt familiar intercourſe with Hea- 


ven. © The Lord will not forſake his people,” though 
he may leave them in darkneſs and diſtreſs for a ſeaſon, 
eſpecially after any ſpiritual declenſion, or open viola- 
tion of duty. 

The Lord had made a ſolemn covenant with Abram, 
and had therein given him large expeCtations of a pecu- 
liar bleſſing, entailed upon his deſcendants. Still many 
circumſtances remained obſcure, and the birth of the 
promiſed Seed was purpoſely delayed, in order to try, 


and manifeſt, the faith of Abram. Perhaps, indeed, 
| he 
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he might flatter himſelf that Iſhmael was the very ſon, 
who ſhould prove an univerſal benefit to mankind. 
Having obtained Iſhmael, the fond father might be ſa- 
tified, as if he had accompliſhed his wiſhes. For, 


after that event, we hear no expreſſions from him of 


any fervent deſires to have another child. It ſhould 
ſeem, then, that Iſaac was beſtowed, not in anſwer to 
the prayers of the parents, but through the rich and 
undeſerved mercy of God alone. Let us behold and 
admire the divine grace and condeſcenſion, as well as 
reverence that power, to which nothing can be im- 
poſſible, K 

years before Thirteen years after the birth of Iſhmael, 
Ciriſt, 1898. when Abram was NINETY-NINE YEARS Old, 
and, therefore, when all hopes of any further increaſe 


of his family were cut off, the Lord came down to 


him, probably with ſome external manifeſtation of his 
glory, to renew, and more diſtinctly to explain, the 
promiſe, and alſo to declare, that the performance 
was near at hand“. How ſolemn upon this occaſion 
was Jehovah's addreſs, © I am the Almighty God; 
walk before me, and be thou perfect!“ As if he had 
faid, *“ I am the God, whoſe thou art, and on whom 
thou mayſt ſecurely depend. Poſſeſſed of omnipo- 
tence, I am all-ſufficient for the completion of my 


_ engagements to thee, But remember thy obligations 


to me: perſevere in thy obedience ; live as in my pre- 


ſence; and be thou, entirely and without reſerve, de- 
voted to my ſervice.” What coyld Abram reply ? He 
was ſilent before God; and, to teſtify the deep ſenſe 


* Gen, xvii. 1, &c. 
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he had of his own meanneſs, © he fell on his face,“ 
and in this poſture (moſt ſuitable to a ſinner before the 
glorious majeſty of Heaven) he waited for the further 
declarations of the divine will. The ſame aſſurances 
were then given him as before, only with additional 
clearneſs and ſtrength of expreſſion, that he ſhould 
have a moſt numerous offspring, who ſhould poſleſs 
the land of Canaan, The Patriarch's name was alſo 
changed upon that remarkable occaſion, by the direc- 
tion of God himſelf, From that time he was called 
ABRAHAM; this new appellation being intended to put 
him in remembrance of the ſolemn contract, then made 
with him, and to be a continual pledge to him, that 
he ſhould certainly be * the father of many nations.” 

As another memorial and confirmation of the Cove- 
nant, the painful operation of Circumciſion was ap- 
pointed for Abraham, and for all his male poſterity, 
We inquire not into the particular reaſons of that inſti- 
tution. It ſhould ſuffice us, that it was an ordinance of 
God; and it ought to be remarked, that it was typical 
of the work of God upon the ſoul, © the putting off 
the body of the fins of the fleſh *,” the circumciſion of 
the heart, indiſpenſably neceſſary for all the true mem- 
bers of the Church. The rite, as it was a ſacrament 
which God himſelf ordained, was to be conſidered as 
a permanent token of his readineſs to fulfil his en- 
gagement; and as it was ſubmitted to on their part, it 
was a teſtimony of their acceptance of his mercy, and 
of their dependence on his promiſes. 


ABRAHAM 0g 


The revelation, then made to Abraham, was ſtill 
more particular. He was given to underſtand, that 
the Covenant was not to be eſtabliſhed in 1ſhmael, but 
in another Son, whom Sarai (from that time to be 
called SaRan, in remembrance of this tranſaction) 
| ſhould bear in the courſe of a year. The declaration, 
it ſeems, excited various affections in his mind. The 
condeſcenſion of God overpowered him; and again 
te he fell upon his face,” to expreſs his devout adora- 
tion. The intimation of the bleſſing propoſed to him 
filled him with lively joy, and © he laughed,” not in 
contempt or diſtruſt, as Sarah afterwards did, but from 
the ſudden emotions of plealure. Yet ſome conſider- 
ations would naturally riſe, which might perplex his 
thoughts, and prove a ſevere trial to his faith. The 
event foretold appeared, humanly ſpeaking, impoſſible, 
on account both of Sarah's age and of his on; and 
this difficulty he made known to God; How ſhall it, 
be?” His love alſo for Iſhmae}, and the idea which 
he had probably long entertained, that all the divine 
promiſes centered in him, might occaſion no little 
conflict. Could he forbear exclaiming, What then 
ſhall become of Iſhmael? Shall he be utterly rejected, 
and another ſupplant him? O that he might be the 
favoured Seed! © O that Iſhmael might live before 
thee !! | 

But all objections were ſilenced, when the Lord ſo- 
lemaly repeated his declaration, that in twelve months, 
. notwithſtanding the apparent obſtacles, Sarah ſhould 
indeed bear a Son, with whom the Covenant, the ever- 
laſting Covenant, ſhould be eſtabliſhed, and thar for 

I Iſhmael's 
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Iſhmael's poſterity great temporal power and dominion 
ſhould be ſecured. The Patriarch acquieſced, be- 
lieved, and rejoiced ; and to teſtify his faith and obe- 
dience, he immediately performed the rite appointed, 
upon himſelf and every male in his family; and thus 
the important Contract was ſealed. 

Can we help obſerving, not only that the ordinance 
of Circumciſion was deſigned to be a mark of diſ- 
tinction to the Jews, but alſo that their continued 
practice of it to this day is a ſtanding proof of the 
truth of the ſacred hiſtory? For on no other ſuppoſi- 
tion, can we account for their ſubmiſſion to the painful 
inſtitution, and their long perſeverance in it. | 

But what do we learn from this part of the life of 
Abraham ? If God ſpeak, let us humble ourſelves be- 
fore him, as did the holy Patriarch, and let us receive 
with dependence, thankfulneſs, and joy, the revelations 
of his love to us. And hath not God ſpoken? Yes: 
He, © who at ſundry times and in divers manners ſpake 
in time paſt unto the fathers, hath in theſe laſt days 
ſpoken unto us by his Son *.“ 

The promiſes made to Abraham had reſpect to 


that great ſalvation, which is now fully revealed unto 


us. There was much obſcurity, no doubt, in the dif- 


penſation given to him; and yet it was a diſpenſation 
of grace, and, in ſome ſort, a publication of the Goſ- 


pel. We are taught by the new teſtament to ſearch, 
in the ancient ſcriptures, for intimations of the Re- 
deemer, and of his unſpeakable benefits. Of theſe 
things Abraham could not be ignorant, ſince Jeſus 
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himſelf declared, . Abraham rejoiced to ſee my day 


and he ſaw it, and was glad *.” 


The Covenant, we have been conſidering, conſiſted 
of two parts. One was confined to temporal concerns, 
which engaged that the poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan 
ſhould be ſecured to Abraham's poſterity, But be- 
ſides this, there was another of a ſpiritual kind, and 
of a more extenſive nature ; ſpoken of, as it were, in 
connection with the former, and in a typical manner 
repreſented by it. It could not be overlooked, that 
from Abraham was to come One, who ſhould be a 
bleſſing, not to the Jewiſh nation only, but to «all 
the families of the earth.” This could not be a pre- 
diction of any merely civil Governor, however en- 
larged his dominion, or excellent his polity might be. 
It can be applied to none but Him, who is an univer- 
ſal Deliverer, and who alone can make all men truly 
bleſſed, by reſcuing them from the power of Satan, and 
reſtoring them to God. This then was a clear decla- 
ration, that, though the Hebrews might be ſeparated 
for a while, the partition wall ſhould be thrown down, 


and the falvation of the Goſpel propoſed to all peo- 


ple. 
Something more, ſurely, than worldly grandeur was 


deſigned for the child of promiſe; or elſe, what pecu- 
liar favour did Iſaac obtain? If there was nothing 
ſpiritual ſecured by the Covenant to that branch of 
the family, juſt as much was given to Iſhmael. But 

© the EVERLASTING Covenant,” and © the EVERLAST- 
I poſſeſſion,” carry our views beyond any thing, 


* John viii. 56. 
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which the Jews ever received as a diſtin& Society; 
the © many nations,” of which Abraham was to be the 
father, lead us to a more enlarged ſtate of the Church, 
than they were intended to have; and when God ſays, 
5 J will be their God,” we may fairly underſtand it 
as expreſſive of every ſpiritual bleſſing, which He can 
beſtow upon us, and of which the Goſpel brings us 
the moſt certain aſſurances. We rejoice in St. Paul's 
explanation, ſo clear, fo ſuitable, and ſo full of com- 
fort to us: © The ſcripture, foreſeeing that God 
would juſtify the heathen through faith, preached be- 
fore the Goſpel unto Abraham, ſaying, In thee ſhall 
all nations be bleſſed: That the bleſſing of Abraham 
might come on. the Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt; 
that we might receive the promiſe of the Spirit through 
faith. And if ye be Chriſt's, then are ye Abraham's 
leed, and heirs according to the promiſe *.“ 

Behevers, then, of whatever nation or kindred 


they be, are © the children of Abraham :” © they 


walk in the ſteps of their father Abraham,” and 


partake of the ſame privileges and the ſame happineſs, 


to which he. was admitted. But ah, how far ſhort do 
we fall of this moſt eminent pattern! What diſtruſt 
and miſgivings we feel, though we have the ſame co- 


venant, which Abraham had, revealed in a much 


clearer manner, and more abundantly confirmed ! We 
have ſeen, how great were his difficulties, and that 
faith alone ſurmounted them. The inſtance, we have 
now conſidered, is particularly ſpecified. © Againſt 
hope he believed in hope, that he might become the 


„* Gal, ul. 8, 14, 29. 
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father of many nations: according to that which was 
ſpoken, So ſhall thy ſeed be. And being not weak 
in faith, he conſidered not his own body now dead, 
when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet 
the deadneſs of Sarah's womb. He ſtaggered not at 
the promiſe of God through unbelief; but was ſtrong 


1n faith, giving glory to God: and being fully per- 


ſuaded that what He had promiſed, he was alſo able 
to perform *.“ Let us learn to complain no more of 
our little trials; but let us pray, “ Lord, help our un- 
belief!“ | 
Abraham ſubmitted to the rite of Circumciſion, 
which was a teſtimony of his dependence on the Cove- 
nant of grace; * a ſeal of the righteouſneſs of the faith 
which he had, yet being uncircumciſed f.“ That or- 
dinance 1s now aboliſhed. But we celebrate another, 
which has ſucceeded it, and which is the ſtanding 
means of admiſſion into the Chriſtian Church. And 
we, who bear this mark, ſhould remember, what obli- 
eations are hereby laid upon us. For as © he is not a 
Jew, which is one outwardly,” ſo neither is he a real 
diſciple of Chriſt, who has no more than the external 
badge; and however he may have received the waſh- 
ing of water, he has no part in the ſalvation of the 
Goſpel, without the ſpiritual Baptiſm, © the waſhing of 
regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt.” 


* Rom. iv. 18—21, + Ver. it. 
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A B K AM: 
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Abraham received all his excellence from God —viſited by 
three Angels —interceded for Sodom—commended for the 
religious management of his family—prevaricated con- 
cerning his wwife—rejoiced at the birth of Iſaac—di/- 
miſſed Hagar — ſojourning in Philiſtia—required to offer 
up Jſaac—comferted by promiſes of the Saviour —bu- 
ried Sarah—procured a wife for Jaac—married again 
dial received up to heaven, 


Tux delineation of excellent characters is ſome- 


times thought to be a great diſcouragement to perſons 


of weak and tender minds. Theſe, it is ſaid, when 
they obſerve the examples propoſed to them ſo much 
ſuperior to themſelves, conſider an imitation as im- 
poſſible, which therefore they will not, in any mea- 


ſure, attempt. If, indeed, the attainments of the moſt 
illuſtrious ſaints are repreſented as entirely their own, 
independent on divine grace; and if others are required 


to copy aſter them in their own ſtrength, there ſeems 
juſt ground for the objection. But if all their wiſdom, 
faith, and holineſs be, as they ought to be, deſcribed 
as the fruit of the Spirit, and as part of that © com- 
mon ſalvation,” which all believers partake of in Jeſus 
Chriſt, this ſurely will excite the moſt ardent deſires, 


and the moſt lively hopes, of poſſeſſing, at leaſt in ſome 
degree, 
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degree, the ſame ſpiritual bleſſings; and will therefore 
ſtir up the moſt languid to uſe all diligence in purſu- 
ing an object thus brought within their reach. Thoſe, 
who have the deepeſt ſenſe of their own inability, need 
not, ought not, to ſay, This is too excellent for me, 
I cannot attain unto it.” But while they perceive, in 
the moſt eminent patterns of righteouſneſs, only the 
power and efficacy of divine grace, they ſhould be en- 
couraged to aſk and expect the ſame aſſiſtance, that 


they may © go from ſtrength to ſtrength,” and be 


changed from glory to glory by the Spirit of our 


God.“ 


It ſhould alſo be remembered, that, in the ſeripture 
repreſentation of the beſt characters, we obſerve their 
failings, as well as their excellencies, faithfully deli- 


neated. By an influence derived from above, which 


we alſo may obtain, they were enabled to exhibit a 
bright example of goodneſs; but, by frequent inſtances 
of imprudence and miſconduct, they proved, that there 
was much depravity ſtill remaining in them: and in 
this view they come ncarer to a level with ourſelves. 
Theſe will be ſuitable reflections, while we are con- 
templating the life of Abraham. The whole hiſtory 
deſcribes him as One of high attainments in holineſs, 
and as a peculiar favourite of Heaven. Yet even to 
this illuſtrious Patriarch it might be ſaid, © Who mak- 
eth thee to differ from another ? and what haſt thou, 
that thou didſt not receive?“ | 
Me have already accompanied him in ſome remark- 
able interviews, to which he was admitted with God 


_ himſelf; and ſome other, no leſs memorable, viſions 


and 
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and revelations from the Lord are yet to be conſidered; 
Yer: bene Probably ſoon after the Covenant had 
Chrilt, 1395. been ratified - by the ordinance of Circum- 
ciſion, it pleaſed God to viſit Abraham with a degree 
of familiarity, at which we ſtand amazed“. Laying 
aſide the glory of his Majeſty, He became a gueſt to 
his creature, and converſed with him, as it were, on 
terms of intimacy. Three Angels (and yet not all of 
them created Beings, for one was a divine Perſon, 
e the Angel of the covenant”) appeared in the habit 
of men and ſtrangers, whom Abraham, at firſt unac- 
quainted with their real character, invited and impor- 
tuned to partake of ſuch hoſpitable refreſhment, as his 
tent could afford them. The offer was accepted; and 
with great liberality a dinner was provided. Without 
commenting on the beautiful ſimplicity of the entertain- 
ment, ſo far removed from the pomp and profuſion of 
modern times, we are conſtrained to admire, - not only 
the condeſcenſion of theſe high perſonages, but alſo the 
generous, meek, and benevolent diſpoſition of Abra- 
ham. We are taught by the Apoſtle, from this exam- 
ple, © not to be forgetful to entertain ftrangers ; for 
thereby ſome have entertained Angels unawares T.“ An 
act of Chriſtian kindneſs may ſometimes be miſplaced, 
but it © ſhall in no wiſe loſe its reward.” And rfot 
unfrequently, the recompence will be immediate, as in 
the cafe before us. NL 

It was ſoon diſcovered, that theſe were more than com- 
mon gueſts, and that they were beings of a ſuperior 
order, while they confirmed the promifes lately given 


* Gen. Xvill. 1, &c. ; + Heb. xiii. 2. 
| to 
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to Abraham, and declared the divine purpoſe, that 
Sarah ſhould have a ſon. His faith probably was fur- 
ther eſtabliſhed*by this aſſurance; but his Wife was de- 
tected, laughing, as if in contempt or diſtruſt of the 
meſſage, and then prevaricating, to hide her unbelief, 


A firm confidence in Gee? is the only ſare preſervative 


of real virtue. | 
To predict the birth of Iſaac was not the ſole end of 


this viſit. It was intended alſo to reveal the decrees of 


God's vengeance againſt Sodom. While Abraham, 
therefore, was accompanying the Angels on their de- 
parture from his tent, in token doubtleſs of the utmoſt 
reſpect, theſe illuſtrious viſitants ſeparated from each 
other. Two of them directed their way towards So- 
dom, where the next chapter deſcribes them. But the 
third, in a more particular manner, as it ſhould ſeem, 
diſcovered his glory to Abraham, and was acknow- 
ledged by him as the Lord himſelf. The interview 
then became more intereſting. This divine perſon teſ- 
tified his approbation of Abraham's character and con- 
duct, and, as if he had been an equal, communicated 
to him the determination to deſttoy Sodom, and the 
cities around it. Such an awful deſolation in his own 
neighbourhood, the good man could not hear of with- 
out extreme diſtreſs; and, with anxious defires to fave 
his fellow-creatures from impending wrath, he under- 
took to become their interceſſor. Emboldened by the 
condeſcenſion of God towards himſelf, he prayed ear- 
neſtly, that the place might be ſpared, if but a few 


righteous perſons ſhould be found in it. This inter- 


ceſſion of the Patriarch with God | is deſcribed with in- 
Vol. I. I expreſſible 
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expreſſible ſimplicity. To enter into the proper ſpi- 


rit of it, the whole paſſage ſhould be read and ſtudied 
with attention, To comment upon i, would be to 
weaken its force and elegance.” Come, and learn from 


Abraham, what compaſſion you ſhould feel for ſinners, 


and with what importunity you ſhould put up your 
prayers for them! Come, and carefully obſerve, that 
you may copy the deep humiliation and the holy bold- 


neſs of Abraham before God! For ſurely the ſame 


kind of addreſs becometh us:“ Behold now, I am but 
duſt and aſhes: O let not the Lord be angry, and I 
will ſpeak!” Come, and admire the rich mercy of 
God, who is © ſlow to anger,” and declares that judg- 
ment is © his ſtrange work!” He was pleaſed with 
Abraham's charitable petitions, and in anſwer to them 
engaged to ſpare the wicked for the ſake of fifty righ- 
'teous, if ſo many ſhould be found there. The terms 
were brought lower and lower, till at length he pro- 
miſed, © I will not deſtroy it for ten's ſake.” 

It appears, throughout this interview, that © the ef- 
feftual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much.” Abraham, indeed, failed in his requeſts 
for the whole place, but in conſequence of them 
Lot was miraculouſly delivered: © God remem- 


bered Abraham, and ſent Lot out of the midſt of 


the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in which 


Lot dwelt “.“ Be encouraged, then, io expect, by 
your importunate interceſſion, the bleſſing of God 


upon your families, your friends, your neighbourhood, 


To this end, you muſt not only pray, but you muſt live, 


Gen. xix. 29. 
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like Abraham. Would you be favoured with gracious 


communications from God? You muſt faithfully ſerve 
him in your appointed ſtation, as this Patriarch did, 
Let the divine teſtimony concerning him be well, at- 
tended to: © I know him (faid God) that he will 
command his children and his houſehold after him, and 
they ſhall Reer the way of the Lord, to do 0 Aer 


and judgment.“ 


What an uſeful leſſon is this to parents and * 
of families! In Abraham you perceive, what each of 


- you ſhould be. Very conſiderable was his charge: for 


not only was he taught to expect a numerous iſſue, but 
he had already a large train of attendants about him, 
above three hundred ſervants *, for whole ſpiritual wel- 
fare he felt a deep concern. It was his fixed determina- ' 
tion, and a part of his domeſtic economy, to inſtruct 
all thoſe, to whom his influence would extend, in the 
true knowledge of God. Nor was he fatisfied barely 
with adviſing and warning, but he exerciſed his autho- 
rity for the ſame ſalutary purpoſes, not ſuffering any, 
who were under his government, to neglect the wor- 
ſhip of God, or to violate his precepts. It is not ſure- 
ly without a meaning to us, that his conduct herein 
was expreſsly marked by the divine approbation, and 
recompenſed by further revelations made to him. How 


; pleaſing a fight is it, to fee a houſe thus regulated in 


the fear of God! Are you, then, who are intruſted 
with ſuch a charge, following the ſteps of Abraham ? 
Are you aware, that the ſouls of your domeſtics are 
committed to your care; and that your power ſhould 


* Gen. xiv. 14. 
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be exerted, in order to reſtrain fin, and: promote true 
religion among them? You ſhould have a church to 
G0 within your own walls, where daily facrifices 
ſhould'be offered up to him. You plead your nume- 
rous engagements, as if they juſtified your omiſſion of 
this duty. But you forget the inſtance before you, 
which proves, that, amidſt the hurry of a very large 
family, it 1s poſſible for you to attend, not to your 
own only, but alſo to their ſpiritual intereſts. 

Abraham was witneſs of the awful defolation of So- 
dom, and ſoon afterwards removed from that neigh- 
bourhood, perhaps dreading the judgments of God 
upon it; and then became a ſojourner in the land of 
the Philiſtines :. But here again, as before in Egypt, 
he betrayed a want of faith, in the fears which he en- 
tertained concerning his wife; and in conſequence of 
his ſhameful prevarication he was in great danger of 
loſing her. We perceive then, it is not enough to 
repent of former ſins, we muſt guard againſt a relapſe, 
For probably the ſame temptations will occur again, 
which have already prevailed over us; and, though 
reſtored, we aze ſtill liable to fall. 

How can we expect thoſe ſchemes to proſper, which 
take their riſe from our unbelief? It is in mercy that 


God breaks our purpoſes, to humble us for our want of 


faith, Thus Abraham was puniſhed: yet the Lord 
withdrew not his favour from him. Even in Philiſtia, 


and ſoon after this offence, he. put an honour upon 


him, and made the inhabitants to ſpare and to reve- 
rence him. He ſuffered no man to do him wrong: 


* Gen. xx. 1, &c. 
yea, 
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yea, he reproved kings for his ſake *.”* To the divine 
influence upon the minds of Abimelech and his peo- 
ple, we mult aſcribe the kindneſs which Abraham 
met with, ſo contrary to what he looked for. Let us 
be aſhamed of our fears! How often has the Lord 
graciouſly diſappointed: them, and given us acceptance 
and ſucceſs, where we foreboded e but Aae 
tion and deſtruction! | 

W ware At length Iſaac was born, as had 1 
Corif, 1897. foretold, and the completion of the pro- 
miſe, ſo evidently miraculous, filled the parents with 
gratitude and joy . But, in a little while, the hap- 
pineſs of the family was diſturbed. Jealouſies and 
contentions aroſe about the children of the different 
mothers; and, to prevent further animoſities, Abraham 
was reduced to the very painful neceſſity of diſmiſſing 
the bondwoman and her ſon, that the inheritance might 
be the indiſputable property of the child of promiſe. 
Alas! what is human life! What a mixture of bitter- 
neſs is there in our ſweeteſt draughts! Our very com- 
forts frequently produce much anguiſh of ſpirit. Iſaac 
is born, but Iſhmael and his mother muſt be baniſhed. 


| Let us not look for perfect and uninterrupted felicity, 


till our pilgrimage be ended. Perhaps the diſtreſſes, 
which Abraham felt upon this occaſion, were deſigned 
as a puniſhment for his haſty and unadyiſed marriage 
with Hagar, as they were certainly the conſequences of 
it. We know not where the bad effects of one fin 
may ceaſe. Does not this conſideration warn us, “4 to 
walk circumſpectly, not as fools, but as wiſe?? 


| * 
® Pſa, cv. 14. + Gen. xxi. 1, &c. 


Lo 7 The 


118 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS 


The Philiſtines, we have ſeen, were made to reve- 

rence Abraham, and, while they were conſtrained to 
acknowledge the bleſſing of God was with him, their 
very King courted his alliance, and ſought his protec- 
tion, A quarrel had nearly been excited between them 
about the poſſeſſion of a well; (and the moſt inconſi- 
derable grievances, or even ſuſpicions, may give riſe to 
ſerious and deſtructive contentions ;) but, through the 
mild and peaceable diſpoſitions of the two parties, the 
matter was no ſooner repreſented, than a reconciliation 
was effected, and mutual expreſſions and aſſurances of 
kindneſs paſſed between them. How good is it, to 
beware of the beginning of ſtrife! How amiable, to 
ce ſeek peace and enſue it! | 
In Philiſtia Abraham ſeemed to fix his abode, and 

to prepare a ſettlement, not for himſelf only, but for 
his ſon after him. © He planted a grove in Beer- 
ſheba.” Probably, indeed, the plantation was deſigned 
(like © the high places” which were uſed in ſucceeding 
ages) for the purpoſe of public worſhip. For here he 
made an open profeſſion of godlineſs, and * called on 
the name of the Lord.”—And ought not we allo, 
wherever we ſojourn, to ſerve the God of Abraham? 
We are favoured with external privileges far ſuperior 
to what this illuſtrious ſaint enjoyed. But do we not 
diſcover an impious contempt and abuſe of them ? 
Do we frequent the place which is ſet apart for 
| God, and gladiy embrace every opportunity of calling 
on' his name? What, though we dwell among ſuch 
as are ſtrangers to Him? This ſurely will not juſtify 
a neglect of religious duties; but it ſhould rather excite 
in 


* 
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in us a more zealous attention to them, that we may 
recommend them to others. 

Abraham now appeared to be ſettled in a ſtate of 

tranquillity, But his trials were not ended. Nay, 
the greateſt of all remains to be conſidered: yet, like 
other trials of the faithful ſervants of God, this was 
deſigned to diſplay the abundant grace of God in 
him, and to give him freſh aſſurances of the divine 
favour. 
Vea before Long time he continued in Philiſtia, it is 
Chu, 1372 ſuppoſed till Iſaac had atrained his five and 
twentieth year, before he was brought to the very 
diſtreſſing ſcene, which we are now called to witneſs, 
The bare narration of the facts, contained in this 
ſhort hiſtory, muſt awaken the tendereſt feelings in 
every heart, * God did tempt Abraham *.“ It is 
not poſſible, that a God of puriry can ſuggeſt an evil 
thought or deſire to the mind of any of his creatures. 
In that ſenſe © he tempteth no man.” But in a very 
proper acceptation of the word, © he tempted Abra- 
ham,” that is, he proved or made trial of him, in the 
inſtance before us, requiring a ſignal teſtimony of his 
lincerity. | 

Had not this been fully manifeſted upon former oc- 
caſions? Yes; his firm dependance on God, and en- 
tire devotedneſs to him, had appeared in his readineſs 
to quit his native country, and in his patient reliance 
upon the promiſes, during a dangerous and diſtreſſing 
pilgrimage of very many years. But never were theſe 
graces of his character ſo remarkably exerciſed, nor was 


Gen. xxii. 1, &c. 
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their excellency ever ſo clearly ſeen, as in the afſeing 


hiſtory, which is now brought to our view. 


Is it aſked again, why God ſhould demand an evi- 


dence of that, which he is already aſſured of? The 


queſtion is preſumptuous ; and on the very fame grounds 
we might undertake to cenſure the general conduc of 
God towards all his ſervants, as well as in the cafe of 
Abraham. He proves them, partly for their benefit, even 
as gold and ſilver are tried, to purge away their droſs; 
and partly for the advantage of others, to whom he thus 
makes known what he has done for his people, and what 
he can enable them bath to do and: to ſuffer for his 
fake. Such was the teſt, to which Abraham was called; 
in which we are at a loſs to aſſert, whether his faith or 
his obedience ſhone the brighter. Moſt undoubtedly, 
the ſtrength and efficacy of his faith appeared in the 
readineſs with which he obeyed that particular precept, 
of all others the molt difficult and diſtreſſing we can 
poſſibly conceive. 

The Lord ſaid, Take now thy Son, thine only ſon 
Iſaac, whom thou loveſt, and get thee into the land of 
Moriah ; and offer him there for a burnt- offering upon 
one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.” Every 
word ſeemed intended to awaken all his parental feelings; 
and then it was required that he ſhould do violence 
to them, in taking away the life of his beloved Iſaac. 
This was a trial of a moſt complicated ſort, in which 
many difficulties were involved. Iſaac was his Son,— 
then his only Son, —endeared to him by various circum- 
ſtances, —granted to him as a peculiar favour,—in an- 
ſwer to much prayer, — and after long expectation, out 
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of the common courſe of nature,. - the fupport and 


comfort of his declining years. This was not all, nor 


even the chief conſideration. Iſaac was the child of 
promiſe, on whom the bleflings of the Covenant, were 
entailed, and from whom the Saviour of the world was 
to ariſe. : Yet Iſaac muſt be delivered up. The Lord 
God, who at firſt beſtowed the gift, demanded it back 
again. But in what manner muſt he be forced from his 
father? Not by a natural death; though, in any the 
caſieſt way poſſible, the loſs of a ſon; and of ſuch a fon 
as Ifaac, would have been extremely painful. But he 
muſt fall by the hand of violence. Shall not the father, 
then, hide his face from the bloody ſcene? : No; he 
muſt be witneſs to the  flaughter ;-—he muſt himſelf be 
the executioner. But whence could ſuch a command 


be iſſued? Not ſutely from the God of love, not from 
Him, * who keepeth Covenant and Mercy?” Yes, 


from Him: It was His voice (who will do what is 


right, and vhoſe power is irreſiſtible) which ſaid, 


« Offer vp _ Son. And Abraham believed, and 
obeyed. | 

It were preſumptuous for us, cizher to cenſure or to 
vindicate the divine conduct upon this extraordinary 
occaſion. It becometh us with devout adoration to 
confeſs, Thy way is in the ſea, and thy path in the 
great waters, and thy footiteps are not known *.“ It 
muſt be concluded, that Abraham had ſufficient evi- 
dence that this was indeed a revelation from God, ſo 
as to preclude all fears of a miſtake, and to ſilence all 
objections, which might offer themſelves to his mind. 


* PC, lxxvii. 19. 5 
et 
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Yet how amazing the firmneſs of the Patriarch ! Does; 


his parental affection plead for Iſaac's life? No; he 
ſubmits, becauſe the authority of God muſt not be op- 
poſed, and nothing, which He requires, muſt be withheld. 


Does faith itſelf ſtagger at the command, as inconſiſtent» 


with the expreſs engagements of God himſelf? Does 
the thought ariſe, Iſaac muſt not be ſacrificed, leſt the 
Covenant itſelf be broken, and the Saviour, deſigned: 
to bleſs the world, never appear? Whatever unbelief 
might ſuggeſt, Abraham maintains his confidence, that, 
though he cannot poſſibly reconcile the promiſe with 
the precept, the Lord will find out a way to do it. 
« He hath ſaid it, and therefore he will make it good, 
that in Iſaac ſhall the Covenant be eſtabliſhed. - Iſaac 
may die, but the word f God cannot fail. Though 
my ſon be deprived of life, by the divine power he may 
and will receive it again. It becomes me, then, with- 
out heſitation to acquieſce, and to obey, in this expec- 
tation, that, painful as the trial is, the iſſue will redound 

to the glory of God, and my own exceeding joy.” 
Buch would be the concluſions of a lively faith: and 
with impreſſions like theſe, behold the aged father pre- 
pare for the tremendous buſineſs aſſigned him! The 
injunction had probably been given in the viſions of 
the night; and © early in the morning” (to teſtify his 
ready compliance) withcut “e conferring with fleſh and 
blood,” or revealing his purpoſe to any one, that he 
might not be prevented by the tenderneſs or unbelief 
of others, he ſet forwards upon his journey for the 
appointed place, together with his beloved ſon. Nor 
was this merely a haſty motion, but confirmed by ſub- 
ſequent 
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ſequent reflection. For three days ſucceſſively, having 
continually in view © the deſire of his eyes,” he per- 
ſiſted in his determination to facrifice him to the God 
of heaven, and till retained his confidence, that the 
everlaſting Covenant” could not fail. | 

At length they arrived at the mount, which the 
Lord himſelf had marked out for this amazing tranſ- 
action. Iſaac, unacquainted with the deſign, had pro- 
poſed a molt affecting queſtion, which might have diſ- 
concerted one of the ſtrongeſt reſolution, © My father, 
where is the lamb for a burnt- offering?“ But Abra- 
ham wavered not: probably not underſtanding his own 
prediction, he replied, © My ſon, God will provide 
| himſelf a lamb for a burnt-offering.” The altar was 
built, and the wood diſpoſed in order. The divine 
| command muſt then have been revealed to Iſaac, who, 
without reſiſtance, immediately ſubmitted to be bound, 
and to be laid upon the altar as a victim, © appointed 


| to death.” We ſay not, what endearments muſt have 
paſſed between the father and the ſon, before their ex- 
] pected ſeparation, Suffice it to obſerve, that the ſacri- 
- fice was, in effect, offered up. For, behold * Abra- 
e ham ſtretched forth his hand, and took the knife to ſlay \ 
f his ſon.” 
s This was enöagk. Abraham had been tried, and 
d his heart was found upright with the Lord. Iſaac there- 
e fore was reſcued by the divine interpoſition, in the aw- 
ef ful moment, when he ſeemed to have taken his leave 
e of life. The Angel of God called from heaven, and 
or declared his approbation of Abraham's conduct. A 
b Ram, miraculouſly provided for the very purpoſe, was 
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' ſubſtituted and preſented to God in Iſaac's ſtead. In 


order to teſtify. the Patriarch's gratitude, to be a me- 
morial of the Lord's goodneſs; and to encourage be- 
lievers in every ſucceeding age, the place was diſtin- 
guiſhed by a new and - ſignificant name, ©* Jenovan- 
Jixen ;” in the mount of difficulty the Lord will be 
ſeen. This was the very mount, on which the Tem- 
ple was aftgrwards built, and ſacrifices offered to God 
continually; near to which, alſo,. the Son of God, 
then repreſented by Iſaac, did actually bleed and die, as 
an atonement for the ſins of the world, 

The trial being ended, Abraham was immediately 
recompenſed with divine conſolations, and the higheſt 
expreſſions of God's favour towards him, The Cove- 


nant was again renewed with him in a ſtronger manner, 


and clearer intimations were given of the Redeemer 
who was to ariſe from his family. The Lord God 
« interpoſed himſelf by an oath ;” By myſelf have I 
ſworn, faith the Lord :” no greater ſanction can poſſi- 
bly be conceived. | | 
In theſe gracious declarations to Abraham we are in- 
tereſted, not merely as they may encourage us to per- 
ſevere in obedience, from the confidence that, like this 
illuſtrious Patriarch, we alſo in due time ſhall be ap- 
proved and rewarded, but chiefly as they arc the ground 
of our eternal hopes; the faithfulneſs of God being here- 
by pledged for the acceptance and falvation of every 
believer in Jeſus Chriſt. For this is that © oath which 


He ſware to our father Abraham,” (on which Zacha- 


rias commented) * that he would grant unto us, that 
we being delivered out of the hands of our enemies, 
might 
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might ſerve him without fear, in holineſs and righte- 
ouſneſs before him, all the days of our life“. This 
alſo is the Apoſtle's explanation of the oath, by which 
God has confirmed unto the heirs of promiſe the im- 
mutability of his counſel, © that we might have a ſtrong 
conſolation, who have fled for refuge to _ 1 1 
the hope ſet before us +.” 

Do we wonder at Abraham's readineſs to facrifice 
his beloved ſon ? What, then, ſhall we fay to the love 
of God the Father, who © ſpared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all?“ Shall we feel no 
returns of gratitude to Him, who not only gave his 
only-begotten' Son to die for our offences, but, in a 
way which we pretend not to explain, was pleaſed & to 
bruiſe him f? What now can He withhold from us? 
O let us admire, and praife, and truſt, and ſerve him, 
continually crying, Thanks be! unto God for his un- 
ſpeakable giſt!ꝰ 

Is it inquired, To what are we to aſcribe the firm- 
neſs of Abraham upon this trying occaſion ? Undoubt- 
edly to his fixed dependence upon God. For © py 
FalTH Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Iſaac; 
and he that had received the promiſes offered up his 
only-begotten ſon, of whom it was ſaid, That in Iſaac 
ſhall thy ſeed be called: accounting that God was able 
to raiſe him up, even from the dead; from whence al- 
ſo he received him in a figure $.” By the ſame princi- 
ple alone, we ſhall be enabled to give up all for God, 
to withſtand the moſt violent temptations, and to per- 


* Luke i. 73-—75- + Heb. vi. 17, 18. f Ifa. Iii. 10. 
$ Heb xi. 179—19. 
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ſevere in holineſs through the ſevereſt ſufferings. The 
example of Abraham, therefore, is produced by ano- 
ther Apoſtle to prove, that a ſteadfaſt obedience will 
& neceſſarily ſpring out of a a true and lively faith,” and 
that it is the grand evidence of a Chriſtian's fincerity. 
« Was not Abraham our father juſtified by works, 
when he had offered Iſaac his ſon upon the altar? Seeſt 
thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works 
was faith made perfect“? 

There is not, as ſome have ſuppoſed, an oppoſition 
or inconſiſtency between St. Paul and St. James, 


though the former declares Abraham was juſtified by 


faith alone, the latter that he was ſo by works. Upon 
a fair and ſerious attention to them it will appear, that 
the two Apoſtles do not contradict each other, for they 
write upon different - occaſions, addreſs themſelves to 
different perſons, and treat on different parts of the 
great ſyſtem of revelation. St. Paul maintains, that 
our juſtification before God cannot ariſe, in any mea- 
ſure, from our own obedience, and refers us to the caſe 
of Abraham, whoſe © faith was counted for righteouſ- 
neſs.” This poſition, of the higheſt importance in 
Chriſtianity, is not denied by St. James, who inſiſts 
only, that, if we have the faith to which ſalvation is an- 
nexed, it muſt be productive of real holineſs before 
men; and therefore, that our ſincerity muſt be evi- 


denced, or juſtified, in the ſight of our fellow- creatures, 


by © the fruits of righteouſneſs. Such was the ex- 
ample we are conſidering. Abraham had been receiv- 
ed into a ſtate of favour with God many years previous 


* James ii. 21, 22. 
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to the tranſaction now deſcribed, which could not, there- 
fore, be the ground of his acceptance; but by this act 
of obedience he might, in a proper ſenſe, be ſaid to be 
juſtified, not as meriting forgiveneſs, but as exhibiting 
his real character, and fully manifeſting his integrity. 
For an undeniable teſtimony was hereby given of the 
truth and excellency of his religious principles, which 
clearly appeared to be more than the empty profeſſion 
of an hypocrite. Thus © by works was faith made 
perfect,” it was found upon trial to be genuine, to 
have anſwered its end, and to poſſeſs an entire influence 
over him. 

Does not this inſtance, then, ſpeak loudly to us? Let 
us not be ſatisfied with a mere hiſtorical belief of the 
{criptures, or a cold aſſent to the doctrines of the Goſpel. 
This will produce no ſalutary effect. If we have Abra- 
ham's faith, we muſt prove it by imitating Abraham's 
obedience. Can we, then, cheerfully give up our 
deareſt enjoyments, when God requires them? Are 
we not ſtaggered by difficulties, or the proſpect of ſuf- 
tering? Are not many, therefore, by the ſubject be- 
fore us, convicted of hypocriſy ? If you quarrel with 
the ſtrictneſs of the command, and refuſe to obey it, 
talk not of your dependence on the promiſe. If you 
ſay, you have hope in the Covenant, and yet go not 


forth to the work, which God has enjoined you, 


aſſured you are deceiving your own ſouls, You are n 
partakers of the bleſſings of Redemption. 
Years terre The ſequel of Abraham's hiſtory does not 
cuilt, 1860- preſent us with any very ſtriking incidents. 
The time at length arrived, when Sarah, who had been 
his 
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his beloved companion, probably from an early age, 


muſt be taken from him *. The ſeparation, though 
at an advanced period in life, was painful to Abraham. 
He mourned and wept for Sarah. Nor are ſuch expreſ- 
fions of grief unſuitable to the character of a wiſe and 
good man. Particular mention is made of the burial 
of Sarah; becauſe for that intent a field, with a cave in 
it, was purchaſed of the inhabitants of the land, and 
thus Abraham began to receive the completion of the 
promiſe, by obtaining a poſſeſſion in Canaan. 

Years before It is pleaſing to obſerve the father's con- 


Chriſt, 1857. cern for the prudent marriage of his fon . 


The charge which he gave to his ſervant to prevent any 


alliance of this kind with the idolatrous Canaanites, and 


his very earneſt directions to procure him a wife from 
his own Relations, whilft they diſcover Abraham's faith 
and piety, are an inſtructive leſſon to parents, to en- 
courage thoſe connections in their families, which are 
likely, not ſo much to increaſe their wealth or worldly 
intereſts, as to promote the great purpoſes of religion, 
Years before After this event, Abraham himſelf en- 
Ein, 1853. tered again into the married ſtate F. As 
his bodily ſtrength was miraculouſly renewed, and 
ſtill continued to him, at a very late period he had 
ſix more ſons. To each of theſe he gave a ſeparate 
portion, and (in order to prevent jealouſy and con- 
fuſion) he diſmiſſed them to different places; but to 
Iſaac he aſſigned the chief of all his ſubſtance. His 
temporal concerns being ſettled, © he died in a good 


* Gen. xxili. 1, &c. + XXIV. 1, &c. t xxv. 1; &c. 


old 
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Years before Old age,” having lived one hundred and 
Chrilt, 1322+ ſeventy-five years, and was buried in the 
very cave which he had purchaſed and prepared for 
Sarah. Such muſt be the cloſe of all the changes in 


human life. Some may have a longer, others a ſhorter 


ſpace; but all are haſtening to the grave; and there 


our pilgrimage will ceaſe. 


From an earthly, we are aſſured, Abraham was re- 
moved to an heavenly Canaan, and received into the 
immediate preſence of that God, who had been his 
guide and his defence from his youth up. © By faith he 
ſojourned in the land of promiſe, as in a ſtrange coun- 
try, dwelling in tabernacles with Iſaac and Jacob, the 
heirs with him of the ſame promiſe. For he looked 
for a city, which hath foundations, whoſe builder and 
maker is God *.” In that glorious ſociety above, he 
is now diſtinguiſhed. Long after his deceaſe, the 
Lord ſpeaks of him as ſtill exiſting with himſelf, ſay- 
ing, „I am the God of Abraham t; whence Jeſus 
Chriſt argues, that Abraham yet lives unto God. 
He poſſeſſes a place of peculiar honour in the manſions - 
of the bleſſed, nor can we deſire any higher felicity for 


ourſelves, than © to fit down with him in the kingdom 


of heaven d. 
Where, then, are the followers of Abraham? Who 


are they, that worſhip Abraham's God? Let us not 


complain, that we are not favoured with the ſame reve- 


lations, which were granted to this Patriarch. Our 
opportunities and means of inſtruction are not leſs, but 


* Heb. xi. 9, 10. + Exod. iii. 6. 2 Matt. xxii. 32. 
Matt. viii. 11. 


Vol. I. K greater 
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greater than his were. He ſaw the day of Chriſt, but 
he faw it at a diſtance. To us the Saviour, the pro- 
miſed Seed of Abraham, has appeared; and we are 
called to partake of all the bleſſings, which He be- 
ſtows. But, if we be joined to Chriſt, we muſt re- 
nounce the world, with all its pomps and vanities, and, 
like Abraham, we muſt be as © ſtrangers upon earth.” 
Ah! how few anſwer to this deſcription! The gene- 
rality of mankind determine to enjoy as much of ſenſual 
pleaſures as lies within their reach, and grieve they can 
have no more. But let thoſe, who are ſeeking a bet- 
ter country, hold on their way, rejoicing in the confi- 
dence, that the God of Abraham is their God: “ He 
will be their guide unto death, and their portion for 
ever.” | 3 | 


LOT. 


| Pn © Wow wh 


CHAP. VE 


Lot attended Abram in his pilgrimage—/eparated from 
him—choſe his abode at Sodom—grieved and perſecuted 
there—taken priſoner, but reſcued by Abram—-viſited by 
two Angels led out of Sodom—petitioned for Zoar — 
loft his wife—fled from Zoar — betrayed into drunkenneſs 
and inceſt, © 


Wurms we are attentively ſurveying the examples, 
which are recorded in the holy ſcriptures, it ſhould be 
our endeavour, not only to admire and imitate what- 
ever is excellent in them, but alſo to mark their reſpec- 
tive failings, in order that we may avoid the evils, 
which we condemn. In theſe writings human nature 
is faithfully delineated : we need not add, that they 
have given no very favourable views of it. Even 
thoſe, who are truly religious, and are, upon the whole, 
under the influence of right principles, exhibit, in their 
various imperfections, a very melancholy proof, that 
we are 1n a fallen ſtate, extremely depraved, and con- 


tinually prone to depart from the ways of God. This 


_ concluſion may excite diſguſt, as it calls for the 


deepeſt humiliation, but 1t 1s fairly drawn, and ſeems to 
force itſelf upon us, from facts the moſt undeniable, 
from univerſal hiſtory, and particularly from the lives, 
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which are deſcribed in the Bible, not merely of the | 


moſt abandoned, but of the beſt of our ſpecies. Can 
we forbear exclaiming, © If thoſe, who are renewed in 
the ſpirit of their minds, who deny themſelves, and 


watch, and pray, are yet ſo defective in duty, and are 


with difficulty reſtrained from groſs abominations, what 
would man be, if left entirely to himſelf, without 1n- 
ſtruction and without reſtraint ?” 

Such reflections as theſe will naturally ſuggeſt them- 
ſelves, and may be improved to great advantage, while 
we contemplate the character of Lot: a character, 
that we mult allow to have been upright and valuable, 
but perhaps not the moſt eminent among the ſaints; for, 
though the general tenour of it will demand our appro- 
bation, we ſhall meet with ſome parts in it, which are 
moſt reproachful. It will become us, however, to look 
attentively into ourſelves, while we are examining his 
conduct; nor let us be ſatisfied with knowing what Lot 
was, but inquire what we are, and what manner of per- 
ſons we ought to be. It may be uſctul.co conſider the 
ſcripture account of him, 

I. Before he fixed his abode at Sodom. It ſhould 


| ſeem, that early in life, having loſt his father Haran, 


he was taken under the care of Abram, his father's bro- 
ther, before the call of that Patriarch. Being ſo inti- 
mately connected with him, he could not but be ac- 
quainted with that extraordinary revelation, by which 
Abram was ſeparated from his idolatrous countrymen, 


that he might ſerve the true God, It appears, that 


Years before Lot Alſo was influenced by grace, to ſhare 
Chriſt, 1921. with him the difficulties of a lang and dan- 


\ 


» I gerous 


gerous pilgrimage. He was Abram's companion from 
place to place, under the ſame divine guidance and 
protection, and joined with him in the worſhip of the 
God of heaven “. It is an unſpeakable privilege to be 
of one houſehold with thoſe, who know and love God. 
To the example, the inſtructions, and the prayers of a 
pious parent, relation, or friend, many will aſcribe it, 
that they have been reſcued from a ſtate of ignorance 
and profaneneſs here, and from everlaſting miſery here- 
after. O value your opportunities, and labour to im- 
prove them, if you are fixed in a ſituation ſo favourable 
to religion! | 

While Lot continued to be a fellow-traveller with 
Abram, he not only poſſeſſed ſome property of his own, 
but received an abundant increaſe of his ſubſtance +. 
Ah! how few can bear proſperity! This, it ſhould 
ſeem, proved a ſnare to Lot, A contention aroſe, in 
which, as we have ſeen, Abram diſcovered an amiable, 


+ meek, and diſintereſted ſpirit ; but the ſame liberality 


did not appear in Lot. He, therefore, ſeparated from 
his honoured Relation, probably upon the plan of be- 
coming richer. How wretched a choice did he make, 
and how different the ſociety which he ſought! & He 
pitched his tent toward Sodom ;” though it is added, 
(and he muſt ſoon have perceived their character) 
« The men of Sodom were wicked, and ſinners be- 
fore the Lord exceedingly.” By what motive, then, 
was he influenced? We fear, he was led by the love 
of gain. Though an upright ſervant of God, he ſeems 
to have been too much under the power of a ſelfiſh and 


Gen. xii. 5. + xiii. 5, &c. 
* covetous 
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covetous diſpoſition, It is remarked, therefore, that 
he was tempted by the fruitfulneſs of the land ; and 
probably, he was too eager to ſeize the opportunity of 
increaſing his wealth, without conſidering to what 
ſnares he expoſed himſelf. © He lifted up his eyes, 
and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well 
watered every where, even as the garden of the Lord.” 


He choſe that ſituation, then, becauſe it was ſuitable to _ 


his flocks and herds, though extremely unfavourable to 
the growth of real religion. 

Shall we not condemn this eager attachment to 
werldly intereſt, this want of attention to ſpiritual 
concerns, even in a good man? To what end, we 
may aſk, did Lot forſake his native country, ſince he 
fixed his abode again among idolaters, among ſinners 
of the moſt audacious kind? Where was his zeal for 
God, when, not from neceſſity but from lucrative 
views, he took up his habitation there, where wicked- 
nels ſeemed to have attained its higheſt pitch? In 
him, therefore, we behold an example of one, who, 
though he did not entirely give up his religion for the 
ſake of preſent advantages, yet acted inconſiſtently 
with his own character and profeſſion, by forming need- 
leſs connections with ungodly men. 

And are there none, in our own day, who, though 
poſſeſſed of the beſt principles and purpoſes, are much 
hindered, from carrying their own good intentions into 
effect, by a covetous ſpirit? Are there not thoſe, 
who greedily run into temptation, 1a order to promote 
their paltry gains, and are thereby drawn. into great 
difficulties, though they may {til}, perhaps, upon the 

whole, 
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whole, maintain the hope of the Goſpel? It becomes 
them ſurely, who are the followers of Jeſus, to have 
a continual regard to ſomething higher, than merely 
their own welfare in the preſent life. Is not the proſ- 
perity of the ſoul to be conſulted? And may not this, 
in ſome meaſure, depend upon the ſociety of thoſe, 
whoſe friendſhip we court? It is utterly improbable, 
that they ſhould make any proficiency in religion, or 


bring any credit to the Chriſtian name, who chooſe their 


abode, and enter into the cloſeſt intimacies, from car- 
nal motives only, without inquiring after any ſpiritual 
advantages. How ſuitable upon this occafion is the 
Apoſtle's obſervation, and how frequently has it been 
verified by ſad experience ! © They, that will be rich, 
fall into temptation, and a ſnare, and into many fooliſh 
and hurtful luſts, which drown men in deſtruction and 
perdition. For the love of money is the root of all 
evil: which while ſome coveted after, they have erred 
from the faith, and pierced themſelves through with 
many ſorrows “.“ 

After ſuch an imprudent choice, ſhall we meet with 
any thing favourable in the ſequel of Lot's hiſtory ? 
Yes; it will appear that. he maintained his integrity, 
if we conſider him, 

II. During his reſidence in Sodom. Even there 
we ſhall diſcover much in his character that was truly 
excellent, In that abandoned place, ſolicitations to 
evil muſt have been continually urged upon him ; but 
he was not ſo carried away by an attention to his 
worldly intereſt, as to make conſcience truckle to his 


® 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. 
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gain, or to be aſhamed of his religion. He was pre- 
ſerved from the wickedneſs, univerſally practiſed around 
him; and he even ſtood forth as a bold reprover, 
warning ſinners of their danger, though it ſhould ſeem, 
that, in this reſpect, he had not one to countenance or 
ſupport him. We are pleaſed to obſerve, that his very 
ſtrong abhorrence of fin was not leſſened by the fre- 
quency and effrontery of thoſe moſt flagrant iniquities 
committed on every ſide, which he muſt have daily 
witneſſed. Such is the Apoſtle Peter's teſtimony con- 
cerning him: © He was vexed with the filthy conver- 
fation of the wicked : for that righteous man dwelling 
among them, in ſeeing and hearing, vexed his righteous 
foul from day to day with their unlawful deeds *.“ 

Do our outward circumſtances reſemble thoſe of 
Lot ?—Our cafe may be exactly ſimilar (and from 
neceſſity, perhaps, not from choice), but while we live 
among them, who are enemies to God, are we pre- 
ſerved from © following their pernicious ways?“ Do 
we feel, as we ought, an abhorrence of their evil prac- 
tices? Do not many continually look upon the groſſ- 


eſt enormities of conduct with the utmoſt indifference, va 
and take © pleaſure in thoſe that do them?“ Do not ex 
ſome profeſs to act upon the compliant principle, of i 
conforming to the cuſtoms of the place or the com- wa 
pany they are in; and ſuppoſe themſelves juſtified, by el 
the faſhion of the times, in habits of the moſt dan- A 
gerous tendency, if not openly immoral? It is obvi- of 
ous, that, upon this plan, as Lot might have ſin- ing 
ned, ſo he would have periſhed, with the men of abe 
Sodom. | 


* 2 Pet. ii. 7 8. 


Lot, 
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Lot, however, was juſtly puniſhed for the choice he 
made. The very end, for which he was induced to fix 
his reſidence at Sodom, was entirely defeated. Alas! 
how can we expect thoſe ſchemes to proſper, which 
have the love of gain for their foundation? The Lord 
is pleaſed, in merey, to diſappoint the deſigns of his 
children, in order to humble them for what has been 
wrong in their ſpirit. He therefore brings them into 
trials, to reſcue them from thoſe ſnares, which might 
prove fatal to their ſouls; and thus he preſerves them 
from apoſtaſy. | 

We behold Lot, then, a ſtranger to comfort in So- 
dom. However lucrative the ſituation was, 1t could 
not but be moſt diſtreſſing to him. He had thoſe ſcenes 
continually before his eyes, which were the occaſion of 
extreme anguiſh to his mind. The concern he felt for 
the diſhonour done to God, and for the horrible ſtate 
of the wicked, was not leſs affecting to him, than the 
hatred and perſecution to which he himſelf was ex- 
poſed, But did he find his account in the fruitfulneſs 
of the ſoil? No; he was far from reaping thoſe ad- 
vantages, even in this reſpect, which might have been 
expected. A contention aroſe among the neighbouring 
kings; and, Sodom being taken and plundered, Lot 
was ſuddenly deprived of all his ſubſtance, and him- 
{clf became a captive, in the poſſeſſion of an enemy *. 
A remarkable deliverance indeed was obtained by means 
of Abram's bold and vigorous.exertions ; but Lot, hav- 
ing recovered his liberty and his property, returned to his 
abode at Sodom, as if he felt an undue attachment to 


Gen. xiv. 12. 
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the place, and were loth to be forced away from it. 
Did his latter end, then, prove more proſperous? No; 
inſtead of ſecuring to himſelf an abundance of riches, 
he ſuffered the loſs of all, and even his life was given 
him for a prey. We ſhall obſerve, that, though the 
Lord “ viſit the tranſgreſſion of his children with the 
rod, and their iniquity with ſtripes, — nevertheleſs, his 
loving kindneſs he will not utterly take from them “.“ 
This will appear, while we conſider the caſe of Lot, 
III. In his diſmiſſion from Sodom. An ailoniſh+ 
ing hiſtory is here preſented to us, and it becomes us, 
with a peculiar ſeriouſneſs, to contemplate the Lord's 
interpoſition in reſcuing his ſervant and deſtroying 
his enemies. * Come and ſee the works of God: he 
is terrible in his doing toward the children of men!“ 
Years before The Lord's deſigns of taking vengeance 
Cheitt, 1898. upon this abandoned city were revealed, 
firſt to Abraham, and ſoon afterwards, in the ſame con- 
deſcending manner, to Lot. Two of thoſe exalted 
perſonages, who had been Abraham's gueſts, directed 


their way to Sodom (as it were to make inquiry 


into the ſtate of the place), and there complied with the 
very preſſing invitations of Lot, to partake of his 
hoſpitality f. This is recorded, as an honour to the 
character we are conſidering, and as an encouragement 
to us © to entertain ſtrangers.” We need not here 
enlarge on Lot's benevolent reception of them, though 


their high dignity was concealed from him, on the vio- 


lence of the men of Sodom, both againſt him and his 
viſitants, or on the divine judgments inflicted upon thoſe 


* Pl. lxxXix. 32, 33. + Gen. xix. 1, &e. 
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finners, who were inſtantly ſtruck with blindneſs. But 
we muſt not forget the gracious regard, which the An- 
gels diſcovered towards Lot, as it furniſhes us with 
the ſtrongeſt teſtimony in his favour. They took up 
their abode in his houſe, they reſcued him out of the 
hands of thoſe, who with horrible lewdneſs and mur- 
derous rage were aſſaulting him, /and then they de- 
clared to him the purpoſe of God, which they 
themſelves were come to execute, exhorting him to 
ſave himſelf and his relations from the impending ruin, 
inaſmuch as the whole place was about to be given 
up to utter deſtruction, 

Theſe were tremendous tidings indeed! What 
painful feelings muſt have been excited in Lot's mind ! 
What diſtreſs and anguiſh muſt have oppreſſed his ſpi- 
rit, not ſo much on his own account, as on that of 
all around him, who were very ſhortly to be conſu- 
med in one common conflagration! Anxious to pre- 
ſerve every branch of his own family, he haſtened to 
warn his ſons-in-law of their danger, and to, preſs 
them to fly from the ſtorms of wrath, juſt ready to be 
poured upon them. And how did he ſucceed? His 
admonitions were rejected with ſcorn, and he was 
laughed at, as little better than a fool or a madman. 

Can we forbear pauſing to refle& on the hardneſs 
and impenitence of the carnal heart, when confirmed 
by long and unreſtrained habits of wickedneſs? No 
warnings are effeCtual to awaken its fears, no judg- 
ments ſufficient to ſoften its obduracy. It is daring 
enough to deride the moſt terrible denunciations, to 
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defy the fierce anger of the Lord, and even to chal- 


lenge Omnipotence itſelf to do its worſt, There are 
that ſay, Let him make ſpeed, and haſten his work 
that we may ſee it; and let the counſel of the holy one 
of Iſrael draw nigh and come, that we may know it “.“ 
Thus it was that Enoch's and Noah's preaching was 
deſpiſed ; and thus the greater part of the Lord's pro- 
phets were ridiculed and abuſed for their kind and faith- 
ful exhortations. Nor ſhould the miniſter of Chriſt 
in this day. wonder, or be diſcouraged, if his zealous 
exertions to ſave ſouls be treated with the utmoſt con- 
tempt, and he ſeem to his hearers “ only as one 
that mocks.” 

What then was the iſſue? The Angels were ur- 
gent upon Lot to fly from the devoted city, with thoſe 
of his family whom he had under his command, his 
wife and two daughters. The departure muſt not be 


delayed; the fire from heaven is coming down upon 


the place. But how diſtreſſing, to leave all his ſub- 
ſtance, and many dear relations, to be conſumed in the 
flames! Lot therefore © lingered,” as if unwilling 
to take his laſt farewell; and if the Lord God had 
not been merciful to him, he himſelf would have pe- 
riſned with the ungodly. But the Angels laid hold 
upon his hand, and upon that of his wife and his two 
daughters, and led them out, as if by a gracious com- 
pulſion they would reſcue him againſt his will. Then 
they preſſed it upon him to eſcape for his life, with- 
out heſitating a moment, or even caſting a look be- 
hind him, 


* Iſa. v. 19. 
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Is it not thus, that the Lord God ſeparates his 
people from the ſociety of thoſe, who lie under his 
wrath, ready to be conſumed in their iniquity? He 
calls and exhorts ; but they are backward to obey, or 
even to liſten to his voice. They trifle with their con- 
victions, and, influenced by this or the other worldly 
conſideration, they are unwilling to be converted ; till 
He put forth his power, and conſtrain them, as he 
did Lot, to follow his guidance, though it ſhould be 
with the loſs of all things. It may, therefore, be juſtly 
{laid of every one redeemed to God, as of Lot, “ Is 
not this a brand plucked out of the fire ?” | 
Lot was directed to betake himſelf to the mountaia- 
ous country at ſome diſtance : and, as the Lord himſelf 
had engaged to be his leader, he might ſurely have 
travelled with confidence. But, overwhelmed with 
fear and diſtreſs, and encouraged by the kindneſs of 
God in his favour, he petitioned that his journey might 
ve ſhortened, and that he might be permitted to dwell 
in Zoar, a ſmall neighbouring city, which otherwiſe, 
it ſeems, would have periſhed with Sodom. This is a 
circumſtance, not leſs ſurpriſing than any in the whole 


hiſtory. Zoar was ſpared at the requeſt of Lot, the 


Lord condeſcending even to his infirmities; and it is 
recorded, as one proof among many, that © the effec- 
tual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” 
What will not ſuch prayer obtain? In the caſe before 


us, it preſerved the lives of multitudes, and ſtayed the 


hands of Omnipotence itſelf. The vengeance hanging 
over Sodom was delayed, till Lot had fafely arrived in 


® Zoch. ii. 2. 2 
oar, 
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Zoar. What words were thoſe, © Haſte thee, eſcape 
thither ; for I cannot do any _ till thou be come 
thither !” | 

At length the denunciations of wrath were executed; 
to their full extent, in the total ſubverſion of Sodom 
and ſeveral other neighbouring towns. The 1nhabi- 
tants continued their ſenſuality, regardleſs of their dan- 
ger, to the laſt moment; * They did eat, they drank, 
they bought, they ſold, they planted, they builded: 
But the ſame day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rain- 
ed fire and brimſtone from heaven, and deitroyed 
them all *. A tremendous repreſentation this, both 
of the ſtate in which ungodly ſinners will be over- 
taken, © when the Son of man ſhall be revealed,” and 
alſo of that everlaſting deſtruction which awaits them 
in the world to come! Who, then, will not dread 
the juſtice of an angry God? For do we not perceive, 
that He is indeed © a conſuming fire ?” It ſeems, 
that He would gladly have ſpared that filthy genera- 
tion. He had faid, & I will not deſtroy it for ten's 
ſake.” But, only one righteous perſon being found 
among them, and the reſt being altogether abandoned, 
He determined to repreſs their ſhameleſs impieties, by 


ſuch an awful diſplay of his vengeance, as would ma- 


nifeſt his hatred of ſin to all ages. The whole coun- 
try around, to a conſiderable extent, was entirely de- 
ſolated, and not only rendered unfit for cultivation, 
but has ever ſince been a lake of „ and offen- 
ſive waters Þ. 


* Luke xvii. 28, 29. 


+ See Deut. xxix. 23. 
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Here, then, we behold, that God is true to his 
word, and that he will execute, as well as denounce, 
his threatenings againſt ſinners. We diſcover the hei- 
nouinels, as of other tranſgreſſions, ſo particularly of 
fornication and of all uncleanneſs. But, as luſt is 
generally incited and cheriſhed by the indulgence of 
other vile habits, we are hereby warned of our danger 
in giving way to any of thoſe affections or practices, 
which may draw ſuch terrible conſequences after them. 
« Behold, this was the iniquity of Sodom (faith the 
Lord), Pride, fulneſs of bread, and abundance of idle- - 
neſs was in her, and in her daughters, neither did ſhe 
ſtrengthen the hand of the poor and needy. And they 
were haughty, and committed abomination before me: 
therefore I took them away, as I ſaw good *,” Saint 
Jude adds, © they are ſet forth for an * ſuffer- 
ing the vengeance of eternal fire 5.“ 

Ah! to how many in a Chriſtian land may it be 
ſaid, “ Sodom hath not done, as thou haſt done 1!“ 
What one ſin was found in Sodom, which does ne 
prevail among ourſelves? And do not our ſuperior 


mercies, privileges, and inſtructions, aggravate our 


guilt? We know who has taught us, “ That it ſhall 
be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of 
judgment,” than for thoſe, wlio hear and deſpiſe the 
Goſpel 8. 

But ſtrong conſolation is hereby ſuggeſted to the 
faichful followers of Chriſt. You have been contem- 
plating, with wonder, love, and praiſe, the divine inter- 


* Ezck. xvi. 49, 50. + Jude 7. T Ezek. zvi. 48. 
$ Matt. xi. 24, | 
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poſition in favour of juſt Lot. O learn from it, to 
truſt yourſelves, without reſerve, to the care and pro- 
tection of Him, who is ever mindful of his people, 
and almighty to deliver them! It is recorded for 
your encouragement, though your ſituation for the pre- 
ſent be moſt dangerous and diftreſſing. Since He, 
who had but one ſervant in Sodom, would not ſuffer 
him to periſh in the general ruin, we are inſtructed, 
that © The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly 


out of temptations, and to reſerve the unjuſt unto the 


day of judgment to be puniſhed “.“ 
It remains that we conſider Lot, 
IV. After his departure from Sodom. The queſtion 


recurs, What did he gain by this fruitful ſoil? If, as 
we have ſuppoſed, he was led thither by the proſpect 


of advantage, his expectations were moſt awfully diſap- 
pointed. Inſtead of acquiring large poſſeſſions, he was 
ſent away utterly deſtitute, and was compelled, it ſeems, 
to leave his ſubſtance behind him. It will appear alſo, 
that he was ſeverely chaſtiſed for his reſidence in Sodom, 
by the extreme diſtreſs he ſuffered in the different 
branches of his family, which, doubtleſs, were much 
corrupted through their connections in the place. His 
married daughters periſhed in the conflagration, and 
the two, who accompanied him, were far from being 
a comfort to him; and his wife, though reſcued from 
the flames of the city, died in the confines of it by a 
moſt tremendous viſitation: © She became a pillar of 
ſalt,” and there remained, as a monument of the di- 


® 2 Pet, ii. 9. 


vine 


vine 
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vine diſpleaſure, becauſe in her heart ſhe turned back 
to Sodom. 

Would to God, that Lot's example may deter every 
one, who profeſſes godlineſs, from the love of the 
world! Let us beware: if we are under the influence 
of a covetous ſpirit, we are making bitter work for 
repentance, and ſhall, probably, have to read our ſin 
even in our preſent puniſhment, Tt will be no wonder, 
if we mils the very object we are moſt eagerly purſu- 
ing; no wonder, if our families prove an inexpreſſible 
affliction to us: for, while we introduce them into 
temptations, they will ſoon learn to be unmindful of 
our exhortations, and be carried away with the error 
of the wicked. 

And while we are conſidering what inſtructions may 
be derived from this hiſtory, we ſhould attend to aur 
Lord's admonition, © Remember Lot's wife *.” She 
was nearly allied to a good man, but a ſtranger to his 
holy principles. For awhile ſhe was ſpared for his ſake. 
But what availed it, that ſhe was brought ſafely out of 
Sodom, ſince ſhe was deſtroyed as effectually as if ſhe 
had remained in it. What then was her offence ? © She 
looked back,” doubtleſs from an improper attachment 
to the things ſhe had left behind. How loudly does this 
preach to us, to beware of © luſting after evil things!“ 


« Forgetting thoſe things which are behind, and 


reaching forth unto thoſe things which are before, let 
us preſs toward the mark, for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus f.“ 


* Luke xvii. 32. f Phil. in. 13, 14. 
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fituation, than when he ſojourned with Abram! He 
had indeed obtained mercy for Zoar, and fixed his 
abode there, but he ſoon removed his reſidence, terri- 
fied, as it ſhould ſeem, by the wickedneſs of the place, 


He fled from the neighbourhood, which had been ſo 


ſignally marked by the vengeance of God]; and the laſt 
that we hear of him is, that he dwelt in a cave with his 
two daughters. | 

But here again, what cauſe for mourning on his ac- 


count! Shall we conceal the ſequel of his hiſtory ? 


No; God has openly declared it in his word, and, 
whatever abuſes may be made of it by men of corrupt 
minds, it will become us to endeavour to reap much 
improvement from it. It is recorded, that, through 
the baſe ſuggeſtion and enticement of his daughters, he 
fell into the moſt horrid and unnatural fins; for two 
nights together he was betrayed into drunkennefs and 
inceſt. 

If we do not know ſomething of the depraved ftate 
of the human heart, this will appear truly aſtoniſhing, 
We offer no excuſes, nor can we admit any palliations 
of his conduct; but we are conſtrained to weep over 
him. With a mixture of diſtreſs and horror, and with 
a godly jealouſy for ourſelves, we cannot forbear cry- 
ing out, Is this He, who had ſtood firm againſt all the 
temptations of Sodom, and there preſerved the ſtrict- 
eſt chaſtity and fobriety ; now overcome in a cave? Is 
this He, who was vexed with the filthy converfation of 


the wicked; now ſeduced into filthineſs of the baſeſt 
; kind ? 


Aſter this moſt afflictive diſpenſation, Lot had fur- 
ther trials toFndure. How much more diſtreſſing his 


powe. 
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kind? Who then is ſecure? Not even thoſe, who for 
the longeſt ſeaſon have vigorouſly reſiſted every allure- 
ment to fin, and who ſeem the moſt eſtabliſhed in 
grace. Ah! © let him, that thinketh he ſtandeth, 
take heed leſt he fall *!” If we maintain our ſtead- 
faſtneſs, we are upheld by the power of God; to 
whom alone we muſt aſcribe all the excellence and 
perſeverance of his people. Not to mention Lot, even 
St. Paul-himfelf, in his moſt advanced ſtate, was no- 
thing, and he cried out, Not I, but the grace of 
God, which was with me f.“ 

This alſo will teach us, that our ſecurity does not 
depend upon our outward ſituation. We might have 
thought, that Lot in a cave would have been much more 
lafe than in Sodom; but it proved otherwiſe, Retire- 
ment, though on many accounts deſirable and uſeful, 
will afford us no certain protection. If the Lord him- 
telf do not preſerve us, the moſt favourable place may 
expoſe us to the moſt deſtructive ſnares; and, though 
all external inticements were removed, we ſhould find 
enough within to overcome us. | 

What other expedient, then, 1s left us, but to be 
humbled under a ſenſe of our extreme depravity? In- 
ſtead of proudly cenſuring the conduct of Lot, which 
is allowed to be deteſtable, let us look into our own 
hearts, and we ſhall perceive abundant cauſe for the 
deepeſt abaſement. But while we tremble for ourſclves, 
under a conviction of our weakneſs, let us engage the 
power of God in our defence, by © taking hold of his 


* 1 Cor. x. 12. + xv. 10. 
111 Covenant.” 
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Covenant.” Help is laid for us © upon One that is 
Mighty :” and, if we renounce all | 3 
and lean only upon Him, we may rejoice in the hope, 
that © his ſtrength will be made perfect in our weak- 


neſs.“ | 
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CHAP. VII. 


Melchiſedec met Abraham, and Bleſſed him—prefigured 
Cbriſt, as being both King and Prieſt—King of rigb- 
teouſneſs and peace—and as 4 Prieſt, inſtrufting, ſacri- 
ficing, interceding—repreſented alſo the unchangeadle 
nature and miniſtry of Chriſt. 


Ix ſtudying the holy ſcriptures, it will be our wiſdom 
to attend, not to any nice or critical inquiries, but to 
plain, practical inſtructions; not to endeavour to ex- 


plore what was deſigned to be kept ſecret, but to have 


a right underſtanding, and to feel the influence of thoſe 
important truths, which are expreſsly declared. The 
man, who reads only to gratify a vain and conceited cu- 
rioſity, will find enough in the Bible to perplex and 
confound him, and while he overlooks or deſpiſes thoſe 
leſſons, which alone can make him truly wiſe, he will 
be loſt in endleſs reſearches after that which can never 
profit. A ſpirit of this kind, we fear, has cauſed ſome 
to throw away the word of God in diſguſt, becauſe its 
accounts are ſo dark and unſatisfactory, and has ex- 
cited others to write voluminous criticiſms and com- 
mentaries upon it, while they have remained utterly ig- 
norant of 1ts one grand purpoſe, to teach us the way of 
righteouſneſs and peace. Would we guard againſt 
theſe dangers? Let us not complain, that ſo little is 

L 3 | revealed, 
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revealed, and that little in ſo imperfect a manner, but 
let us ſeek, with humble prayer, for © a right judg- 
ment in all things,” and, inſtead of aiming to unravel 
difficulties, let us deſire, from every paſſage we read, to 
reap ſome ſpiritual advantage. 

Such cautions, at all times neceſſary, are particularly 
ſuitable, while we turn our attention to the hiſtory of 
Melchiſedec. The very conciſe deſcription of this 
character, and the myſterious terms in which he is 
ſpoken of, have given riſe to yarious fancies, conjec- 
tures, and unprofitable diſputes. Avoiding theſe, then, 
© which miniſter queſtions, rather than godly edifying, 
which is in faith?” let us inquire what the ſcriptures 
have related concerning him, and what real benefit 
may thence be derived to us. 


Years before This illuſtrious man (for ſuch he appears 


Chriſt, 1913. 

r 19 13. to be, even from the little which is told us) 
is introduced to our notice, only upon occaſion of his 
interview with Abraham, and not the leaſt mention is 


made of any other circumſtance of his life. When that 


Patriarch returned from the conqueſt he had obtained 
over four confederate kings among thoſe, who went 
out to meet him with their congratulations, was the 
royal perſonage before us. The narration, as it ſtands 
in the old teſtament, is brief and ſimple, and in- 
volves not any conſiderable difficulties. “ Melchiſedec 
king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he 
was the prieſt of the moſt high God. And he bleſſed 
him and faid, Bleſſed be Abram of the moſt high God, 


poſſeſſor of heayen and earth: and bleſſed be the moſt 
3 high 


bw was 
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high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy 
hand. And he gave him tithes of all “.“ 

It ſhould ſeem, then, from this ſhort account, that 
Melchiſedec was one of the kings of Canaan: (Salem, 
the city of his government, probably being the ſame as 
Jeruſalem ), preſerved from the general idolatry and 
wickedneſs of the country, a pious and devout wor- 
ſhipper of the true God, who, to recommend the reli- 
gion he profeſſed, himſelf preſided in its ſolemn rites 
and offices, as © the prieſt of the moſt high God.” It 
is pleaſing to obſerve even a very ſmall remnant among 
ſuch an accurſed race, as the Canaanites were; and 
we have reaſon to hope, that God may have many 
faithful ſervants, where we may be ready to conclude 
there is no knowledge of Him at all. Elijah cried 


s out, © I only am left,” at the very time that there were 
4 ſeven thouſand in Iſrael, who abhorred idols . A 
8 conſideration this, which ſhould enlarge our charity, 
8 and encourage the delightful expectation, that there 
: may be much more real piety, than what may have 
d fallen under our notice, and more than we can ſome- 
it times imagine or believe, 

e It does not ſurpriſe us, that Melchiſedec and Abram 
ls | knew each other, and gave proofs of mutual affection, 
1- when we advert to the ſituation in which theſe good 
8 men were placed. Perſons of unſeigned godlineſs, 
1e while they ſeparate from thoſe of an oppoſite deſcrip- 
ed din, are ſtrongly attached to one another, and bound 
d 

g | * Gen. xiv, 18—20, f Pſal. Ixxvi. 2. f 1 Kin. xix. 1018. ; 
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by the moſt indiſſoluble ties. Their acquaintance will 
ſoon be formed, when once their religious ſentiments 
are properly underſtood; and as their friendſhip 1s 
founded on pure and permanent principles, it will not 
fluctuate or diſguſt, like the connections which ariſe 
only from politeneſs, convenience, or intereſt, O 
« Jove the brotherhood !”” Cultivate an intimacy with 
thoſe who fear God, and improve your intercourſe with 
them to the beſt purpoſes. | 
But Melchiſedec appears, on this occaſion, not only 
in his private capacity, as the friend and companion 
of Abram, but as ſuſtaining and executing the vene- 
rable office of Prieſt. The bread and wine, which he 
brought forth, ſeem to have been more than an hoſpi- 
table refreſhment for the weary ſoldier; they were, 
probably, an oblation made to God, . by which Abram 
was called to offer up his grateful praiſes for the victory 


he had obtained. And, while they ſolemnly joined in 


the divine worſhip, Melchiſedec, according to the cha- 


- rafter he was then ſupporting, pronounced a benedic- 


tion upon the Patriarch in the name of the moſt High 
God. Abram alſo regarded in him ſomething more 
than the piety of the man, or the power of the prince; 
he confeſſed the Minifter of religion, and revered the 
authority of God in the perſon of his ſervant: © He 
gave him tithes of all.” 

The duties of the prieſthood, then, are not incom- 
patible with the dignity even of a King. Yet they de- 
mand our reverence, not for the qualifications of him 
who performs them, but becauſe the great God himſelf 
is the ſole object of them, And is it not matter of grief 

7 | | to 


FE 
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=D to every ſerious mind to obſerve them, as they now are, 
treated with contempt? For this ſurely is an evident 
ſign of an awful declenſion in real godlineſs. In pro- 
portion as the knowledge and the fear of God prevail 
among us, thoſe, who are called to the ſacred function, 
will meet with attention and reſpect, not merely for 
their own ſakes, but for His, whom they repreſent. 
We remember, who hath ſaid, with a reference to all, 
who ſerve in the miniſtry of the Goſpel ; © He that 
heareth you, heareth me: and he that deſpiſeth you, 
deſpiſeth me *. Nor do we forget the exhortation of 
his Apoſtle, We beſeech you, brethren, to know 
them which labour among you, and are over you in the 
Lord, and admoniſh you: and to eſteem them very 
highly in love for their work's ſake f.“ | 
This account concerning Melchiſedec is plain and 
: intelligible ; but if we inquire, further than the hiſ- 
; tory relates, from what anceſtry he was deſcended, or 
whether he had any poſterity, where or when he was 
born, or what the time and manner of his death, from 


. whom he derived his office, or who ſucceeded him in 
. it, we ſhall ſoon be embarraſſed, It will appear, how- 
| ever, that the very ſilence of the ſcriptures is inſtruc. 
. tive, and that an important uſe ſhould be made, as 
. well of what is concealed, as of what is clearly de- 


clared. It muſt be owned, that, if the brief narration 
in Geneſis had been all we had read of Melchiſedec, 
we ſhould not have brought forth his character as the 


be I ſubject of a ſeparate chapter, becauſe the principal cir- 
. | * Luke x. 16, + 1 ThefT, v. 12, 13. 
| | | cumſtance 
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cumſtance was noted before, in the life of Abram. But 
he is introduced upon another and more exalted occa- 
ſion, in a very remarkable prophecy delivered by the 
Pſalmiſt concerning both the kingdom and the prieſt- 
hood of the Redeemer, to whom the Father of all is 
repreſented as ſaying, with an oath, * Thou art a 
Prieſt for ever after the order of Melchiſedec *.“ 

Here we are carried beyond the ancient records of 


the old teſtament ; an unexpected luſtre breaks in upon 


us; and Jeſus, the Son of God, ſtands revealed in all 
his glory before us. It would diſcover an ignorance 
and contempt of Him, not to pauſe and contemplate 
the great Antitype here exhibited in the perſon, the 
names, and the offices of Melchiſedec, eſpecially as 
we are taught to do it, in a large and expreſs com- 
ment, by an inſpired Apoſtle. Let the paſlage be 
carefully reviewed. This Melchiſedec” (who is 
introduced as a type of the Saviour), “ king of Salem, 
prieſt of the moſt high God, who met Abraham return- 
ing from the ſlaughter of the kings, and bleſſed him; 
to whom alſo Abraham gave a tenth part of all; firſt 
being by interpretation King of Righteouſneſs, and 
after that alſo, King of Salem, which is King of peace; 
without father, without mother, without deſcent, hav- 


ing neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but 


made like unto the Son of God, abideth a prieſt con- 
tinually +,” 

The propriety, therefore, of pointing out a likeneſs 
between Melchiſedec and the Saviour will be readily 


allowed. And while we are following ſo ſafe a guide 


Fla. Cx. 4. 


+ Heb. vii. 1—z. 
| as 
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as one of the ſacred writers, and not indulging the 
vain conceits of our own imagination, we need not 
fear any abuſe of the ſubject, but may rejoice in it ag 
replete with ſpiritual inſtruction and comfort. Herein 
we ſhall diſcoyer much of the grace and glory of Chriſt, 
who, though repreſented by Melchiſedec, appears infi- 
nitely ſuperior in worth and dignity, We ſhall be 
conſtrained to confeſs the divine perfections of his na- 
cure, and to admire the offices he ſuſtains on our be- 


half, by which he is qualified to give relief and conſo- 


lation to his people, juſt as their caſes may require. 

Upon a compariſon, then, of Jeſus with Melchiſe- 
dec, we ſhall be led to conſider, 

I. The two great offices united in the perſon of the 
Saviour, who, like this remarkable type, is at the 
ſame time both King and Prieſt. When it is ſaid, 
that as a prieſt he reſembles Melchiſedec, much more 
is implied, than that he has an unchangeable prieſt- 
hood, far more excellent than that of Aaron, which 
was deſigned to continue but for a ſeaſon: It is further 
intimated, that, while he executes the duties of this im- 
portant miniſtry, he ſuſtains alſo another character, 
and, like Melchiſedec, exerciſes the authority of a 
Prince. Theſe could not be joined together under the 
law of Moſes: King Uzziah was ſmitten with leproſy 


for attempting it. But the Redeemer, like the King 


of Salem, is inveſted with both, according to the pro- 
phecy concerning him, © He ſhall fit and rule upon 
his throne, and he ſhall be a prieſt upon his throne F.” 


* 2 Chron, xxvi. 16—21. + Zech. vi. 13. 
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An Apoſtle alſo declares, * He is a Prince and a Savi- 
our *.” For the ſake of diſtinctneſs, we may conſider 
them ſeparately. 

1. He is a King, He poſſeſſes an extenſive domi- 
nion, not only as partaking of the divine nature, but 


in his mediatorial capacity. A kingdom of a particu- 


lar kind, and for ſpecial purpoſes, is committed into 
his hands. “ He is Head over all things to the 
Church f.“ All perſons are under his control; all 
events are entirely at his diſpoſal. This government 
is undertaken with a view to the perfect redemption of 
his people, and will then be reſigned, when the end 
ſhall be accompliſhed, Thoſe, who are brought un- 
der the influence of his grace, though, before, they had 
been moſt rebellious, are made his willing and obedient 
ſubjects. They acknowledge his ſovereign right over 
them, ſubmit to his precepts, yield themſelves to his 
will, and ſhould rejoice in the ſecurity, which the ex- 
erciſe of his unlimited power is deſigned to give them. 
Ah! how many deny or oppoſe his authority, and ſay, 
« We will not have this man to reign over» us | !” 


The proud, the covetous, the revengeful, the ſenſual, - 


and the profane, are all equally averſe to obey the com- 
mand of Jeſus, —But do any inquire, What are the 
peculiar bleſſings of his government? or, What advan- 
tage ſhall we receive from an unfeigned ſubmiſſion to 
him? The excellency and happineſs of his kingdom 
will appear, if we advert to the apoſtolical explanation 
of the type. The office, the name, the city of Mel- 
chiſedec, are all obſerved to be figurative and ſignifi- 


* Acts v. 3. + Eph, i. 22. 1 Luke xix. 14. 
cant 
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cant deſcriptions of a more glorious Perſonage, who 
is, in the full import of the words, © King of Righte- 
ouſneſs and King of Peace.“ 

Agreeable to this are the prophetical declarations 
concerning the Redeemer, *© He ſhall judge thy peo- 
ple with righteouſneſs, and thy poor with judgment, 
The mountains ſhall bring peace to the people.” —“ In 
his days ſhall the righteous flouriſh, and abundance of 
peace, ſo long as the moon endureth *,” «© His name 
ſhall be called—The Prince of peace, Of the increaſe 
of his goyernment and peace there ſhall be no end, up- 
on the throne of David and upon his kingdom, to or- 
der it, and to eſtabliſh ic with judgment and with juſtice, 
from henceforth even for ever +.” „ Behold, a King 
ſhall reign in righteouſneſs, —And the work of righte- 
ouſneſs ſhall be peace. * Behold, thy King cometh 
unto thee : he 1s is juſt, and having ſal vation: —and he 
ſhall ſpeak peace unto the heathen $.” The deſcrip- 
tions of the new teſtament are exactly ſimilar. © The 
kingdom of God is—righteouſheſs, and peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghoſt ||.” 

A more attentive conſideration of theſe truths may 
confirm us in our atrachment to the Saviour, and 
quicken us in his ſervice, We remark, therefore, 
firſt, - |; 

He is * King of ann He poſſeſſes the 
perfection of holineſs, without the leaſt pollution or 
defect in his nature; and, in the execution of his office, 


{ 
* Pſal. lxxii. 2, 3,7. IIa. ix. 6,7. Ia. xxxii. 1, 17. 
Zech. ix. 9, 10, || Rom, xiv. 17. 
| he 
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he acts conſiſtently with himſelf, © judging his people 
righteouſly.” The laws, which he has enacted, are 


« holy, juſt, and good;” and the adminiſtration of 
his government, in all its branches, is according to 
truth and equity.—Have we bowed to his ſceptre? 


Do we cordially approve what he requires, and cheer- 
fully acquieſce in what he appoints? What mean 
thoſe pleas for ſenſual indulgence, thoſe complaints of 
the ſtrictneſs he enjoins, or thoſe murmurings againſt 
his diſpenſations? What are all theſe, but ſo many 
baſe charges againſt Him, of tyranny, cruelty, or in- 


juſtice? What are they, then, but unequivocal proofs 


of diſaffection and rebellion ? 
Let thoſe, who unfeignedly ſubmit to him, rejoice, 


that he will give them thoſe tempers of mind, which 
are indiſpenſably neceſſary for them, and that he will 


enable them to perform the duties, which he com- 
mands. He is therefore “ a King of righteouſneſs,” 


becauſe the very end of his government is, that he 


may make all his ſubjects like himſelf. They are re- 


need after his image, and rendered conformable to his 


will. Much oppoſition, indeed, is raiſed againſt him 


from their depraved nature. But he reigns in them, 


that he may ſubdue their corruptions, and purify them 
to himſelf; fo that finally, by the power of his Spirit, 
as well as through the merit of his blood, they ſhall be 
preſented to himſelf, © not having ſpot, or wrinkle, or 
any ſuch thing.” | 

Shall this be accounted a grievance? Ts it not, ra- 


ther, a moſt invaluable bleſſing? His ſervice, in the 
FE: utmoſt 
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utmoſt ſtrictneſs of it, will be found the moſt perfect 
freedom ; and thoſe are the happieſt perſons, who are 
moſt faithful in it. Where, then, are they, who, weari- 
ed with the drudgery of fin, are earneſtly longing for 
deliverance ? Let thembehold this King of Sion; and, 
renouncing every other lord and maſter, © who have 
had dominion over them,” let each of thei ſay, O 
Lord, come and ſet up thy throne within me, ſubdue 
my rebellious heart to thyſelf, make me to walk at li- 
berty in the way of thy commandments, and bring into 
captivity every thought to the obedience, which thou 
haſt enjoined !” 

Is this what you cannot brook ? Is it, in your view, 


unneceſſary or unreaſonable? Ah! bow no longer at 


the mention of his name; profeſs no more regard to 
his character; nor indulge the preſumptuous hope, 
that you ſhall have any advantage from his undertaking, 
He rejects with abhorrence your pretences of eſteem, 
and aſks, © Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things which I fay * 2” 

He is alſo © King of peace.“ Sin has SET 
confuſion and miſery amongſt men, and as far as © the 
God of this world” bears rule within them, they 
are not only expoſed to the fierce anger of the Lord 
God Almighty, but are alſo truly wretched in them- 
ſelves. To reſcue them from this ſtate of wrath and woe, 
Jeſus ſets up his ſtandard, and, while he requires them 
to acknowledge his authority, he promiſes to ſecure 
to them © the bleſſing of peace.” Enemies, indeed, 


* Luke vi. 46. 
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they will ſtill have to oppoſe them, inſomuch that they 
may expect to be engaged in one continued and ſevere 
conflict to the very hour of their death. But, not- 
withſtanding this warfare, they enjoy the moſt invio- 
lable ſafety, and, in general, poſſeſs a ſweet ſerenity 
of mind, under the government of Jeſus, This is his 
own aſſurance to them, © In the world ye ſhall have 
tribulation, but in me ye ſhall have peace.” 

He undertakes to make reconciliation between God 
and man, to bring together thoſe adverſe parties, and 
to unite them in cloſeſt bonds of friendſhip and love, 
Thus “ He is our peace,” not only as he publiſhes to 
ſinners pardon with their offended God, but as he pro- 
cures it for them. By him, therefore, we have deli- 


verance from condemnation, and acceſs with confi- 


dence and joy to that God, who would otherwiſe have 
been © a conſuming fire, but who is now become 
ce a Father of mercies, and a God of all comfort.“ 
Let ſuch as are trembling under the apprehenſions of 
the divine wrath, be perſuaded to commit their cauſe 
to Jeſus, and he will © repair the breach” between 
God and their ſouls, appeaſe the terrors of their guilty 


. Conſciences, and © give them the knowledge of ſalvation 


by the remiſſion of their ſins.” They ſhall then be 
able to add their teſtimony to that of the primitive be- 
lievers; © Being juſtified by faith, we have peace with 
God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt “.“ 

His kingdom may alſo properly be ſaid to be order- 
ed in peace, inaſmuch as his grace ſubdues the vio- 


Rom, v. i. 


lence 


V 


Ce 
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lence of thoſe evil tempers and affections of the human 
heart, which occaſion continual ſtrife and confuſion in 
the world, and from which © come wars and fight- 
ings.” He reconciles men to each other as well as to 
God, making them © to be of one mind,” and © to 
dwell together in unity.“ By the influence of his Spirit, 
thoſe of fierceſt diſpoſitions are rendered meek and 
gentle, « forbearing one another, and forgiving one 
another,” It is therefore deſcribed as the effect of his 
government, that © the wolf ſhall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard ſhall lie down with the kid: and the 
calf, and the young lion, and the fatling together, and 
a little child ſhall lead them“. 

To what, then, ſhall we aſcribe the bitter contentions 
which prevail in the earth, but to an ignorance of Jeſus, 
or to a proud oppoſition againſt his ſpiritual dominton ? 
Notwithſtanding all the fine compliments, which ſinners 
are willing to pay him, they yet obſtinately continue 
enſlaved to the prince of darkneſs. For where there is 
no peace or love, there Jeſus cannot reign ; “ where 
envying and ſtrife is,” there Satan maintains the ſway, 
Did we truly deſire the welfare of ſociety, did we ſeek 
for real happineſs in our own ſouls, we ſhould pray that 
the Goſpel of Chriſt © may have free. courſe,” and 
that both ourſelves, and all around us, may come under 
its entire influence, and be ſubdued to the obedience 
of faith.” | | 

The reſemblance, which Melchiſedec bears to the 
Saviour, will further appear, if we conſider the other 


* Iſa, xi. 6. 


Vor. 1. ML important 
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important character which Jeſus ſuſtains ; and therefore 
we obſerve, | 


2. He is a Prieſt. It is recorded of the king of 


Salem, that © he was the prieſt of the moſt high God” 
and in this, more than in any other circumſtance, he 
repreſented Him, who undertook to mediate between 
man and God. © Thou art a Prieſt,” is the word of 
the oath, . whereby the Son of God was conſtituted to 
his office: and a large portion of the epiſtle to the He- 
brews is taken up, both in proving the prieſthood of 
Chriſt, and in explaining its peculiar nature. It is for 
us, then, to inquire, what Jeſus does for his people, 
how we are to regard him, or what benefits we may 
expect from him, in this character. A prieſt is one, 
who © is ordained for men to miniſter in things per- 
taining to God :” for which purpoſe, the following, 
among others, are to be noted as moſt eſſential parts of 
his employment ; and all theſe we perceive to be fully 
executed by our Melchiſedec. 

1, He is a teacher of the ignorant, declares to them 
the mind of God, and inſtructs them in divine wi- 
dom. For the prieſt's lips ſhould keep knowledge, 
and they ſhould ſeek the law at his mouth: for he is 
the meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts *. Thus Jeſus 
was © anointed to preach good tidings unto the meek,” 
and it becomes us to ſit at his feet, and to ſeek infor- 
mation from Him in the important concerns of ſalva- 
tion. Let us ſtudy the word which he taught; let us 
pray to him for the light and guidance of his Spirit; and 
we have his promiſe, that we © ſhall not walk in dark- 


* Mal. ii. 7. 


neſs.” 
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neſs.” This is not all: it is of greater conſequence to 
obſerve, 

2. He offers a ſacrifice to God for us. It is de- 
ſcribed as an act peculiar to the prieſthood, to preſent 
an expiatory oblation to God, without which no one 
can juſtly be faid to execute the office. A prophec 


may teach, but a prieſt only can ſacrifice. All thoſe 


of Aaron's family, under the Jewiſh economy, then 
moſt eſpecially prefigured the Saviour, while they were 
performing that part of the ſervice, appropriated to 
them, the ſhedding of blood as an expiation; nor would 
Jeſus have anſwered to the types, unleſs he had made 
a proper atonement for ſin. This 1s the account given 


us: © For every high prieſt is ordained to offer gifts 


and facrifices ; wherefore it is of neceſſity that this man 
have ſomewhat alſo to offer *.” His death, therefore, 
is continually ſpoken of as the one grand propitiation, 
by which we have pardon and peace with God. He 
hath given himſelf for us, an offering, and a facrifice 
to God for a ſweet-ſmelling favour f.. © He appeared 
to put away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf; and was 
once offered to bear the ſins of many 4. 

Upon the Socinian ſcheme, a conſiderable portion 
of the new teſtament has little or no meaning; in par- 
ticular, the whole of this ſimilitude between Jeſus and 
Melchiſedec vaniſhes entirely, For how can He be 
« a prieſt after the order of Melchiſedec, who is no 
prieſt at all, or, which is the ſame thing, who does no 
one act peculiar to that character? Thoſe therefore 
who deny, that the blood of Chriſt is to be conſidered 


* Heb, vii. 3, f Eph. v. 2. 1 Heb, ix. 26, 28. 
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as an atonement for ſin, take from him the honour of 
his prieſthood, and are obliged to put the moſt forced 
and unnatural conſtructions upon the plaineſt declara- 
tions. This alſo is a ſyſtem, moſt comfortleſs indeed ! 
For if no ſacrifice has been made for us, what other 
concluſion can we draw, than that © we are yet in our 
ſins?” It is a doctrine, then, which lies at the very 
foundation of our faith, that Jeſus Chriſt is, in. a pro- 
per ſenſe, our High prieſt, conſtituted chiefly for the 
purpoſe of © making reconciliation for the fins of the 
people“; and this he did, when he offered up himſelf 
once for all. | 

Do we not feel the need, and ſhall we not rejoice in 
the ſufficiency, of this coſtly expiation? Do any, un- 
der a conviction of great demerit and liableneſs to ex- 
treme puniſhment, inquire, © Wherewith ſhall I come 
before the Lord, and bow myſelf before the high God ?” 
« Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
ſin of the world!” Man is, in himſelf, without help, 
and without hope: but Jeſus is © ſet forth as a propi- 
tiation, that God might be juſt, and the juſtifier of 
him which believeth F.” The blood of the croſs, then, 


is the only conſideration, which a righteous God, aſ- 


ſerting the honours of his government, will accept for 
the pardon of a returning ſinner. This, however, is 


of ſuch value, as to atone for offences the moſt nume- 


rous, and thoſe of the deepeſt dye. It will avail for 
tranſgreſſors of every deſcription, age, and nation. It 1s 
« a propitiation—not for our's only, but alſo for the 
ſins of the whole world 4.“ 


® Heb. ii. 17. f Rom. ü. 25, 26. ＋ 1 John ii. 2. 


It 


11 
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It has been already intimated, that it was probably in 


his prieſtly character, that * Melchiſedec brought forth 


bread and wine,” as an oblation to the Lord, a thank- 
ful acknowledgment for the victory obtained ; nor can 
we, upon this ſubject, omit to mention, that an offer- 
ing, exactly ſimilar, is appointed by Jeſus, as a ſtand- 
ing ordinance in the Chriſtian church. We partake 
of © the bread and wine, which the Lord hath com- 
manded to be received ;” and while we celebrate the 
Euchariſt, like Abram we give thanks for the glorious 
conqueſt vouchſafed unto us, and © bleſs the moſt 
high God, who hath delivered our enemies into our 


hand.“ 


If we further attend to the reſemblance pointed out 
to us, we ſhall obſerve concerning © the High prieſt 


of our profeſſion,” 


- 


3. He intercedes for and bleſſes his people. It was 
the 1nvariable cuſtom of thoſe, who ſuſtained this office 


under the Jewiſh economy, to offer up prayers for 


the congregation, and then to pronounce the ſolemn 
benediction upon them. We perceive allo, that 


« Melchiſedec bleſſed Abram.” 


He not only with 


exrneſtneſs entreated God on behalf of the Patriarch, 
but, as with authority, declared the divine favour to- 
wards him. And do we not remark the excellency of 
our High prieſt? He appears in the preſence of 
God for us.” He bears upon his heart before God the 
names of all his faithful ſervants, he makes mention of 


their particular caſes and neceſſities, and, as their Ad- 


vocate, he pleads their cauſe. The prevalency of his 
interccſſion is grounded on the efficacy of his ſacrifice ; 


M 3 


ſo 


* 
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ſo that he aſks for them, only what he has merited by 


his death. What a ſtrong confirmation of our faith 


ſhould this be, what a lively hope ſhould it inſpire, 
when we approach the throne of grace! We have one 
who will preſent our petitions, and inſure ſucceſs for 
them, We may, therefore, © come boldly, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need 9.” 


Jeſus, alſo, not only entreats the. Father for all them 


who believe, but has power to beſtow the richeſt bene- 
fits upon them. He bleſſes them, in the moſt exten- 
ſive ſenſe, as commanding them to be bleſſed, and 
making them ſo, by the communication of all ſpiritual 
favours, We behold Melchiſedec ſtanding, with great 
ſolemnity, to pronounce, in the name of the moſt High 
God, his benediction upon the Patriarch; and then he 


is ſuddenly withdrawn from our view. We read alſo, 


that Jeſus, juſt before he was parted from his dilciples, 
« led them out as far as to Bethany: and he lifted up his 
hands, and bleſſed them. And it came to paſs, while 
he bleſſed them, he was parted from them, and carried 
up into heaven +.” — Has he, then, ceaſed to exerciſe 
the ſame tender concern for the ſecurity and happineſs 
of his people? No: he-continues to bleſs them even 
to this very day. Though his bodily preſence be re- 
moved, his kindneſs is ſtill afforded us. 

« He has received gifts for men;“ and theſe he is 
ever pouring down upon his Church. O let us be anx- 
ious to ſhare in his bounty; or elſe, what will all his 


* Heb, iv. 16. I Luke xxiv, 50, 5 1. 
| merciful 
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merciful propoſals and promiſes avail us? While 
others obtain pardon, peace, and ſalvation by him, we 
may periſh in ignorance, or contempt of him. May 
God, * who has raiſed up his ſon Jeſus, ſend him to 
bleſs us, in turning away every one of us from his ini- 
quities * !“ 

Shall it not alſo be obſerved, that © Abram gave to 
Melchiſedec a tenth part of all?” But what acknow- 
ledgment of reverence, dependence, and gratitude, are 
we rendering to Jeſus? To Him we owe our all: bur 
what returns do we make? Is it not incumbent upon 
us to © honour Him with our ſubſtance, and with the 
firſt-fruits of all our increaſe? We rejoice, that, 
while we bring the free-will offering of a thankful heart, 
he will graciouſly accept it; and what 1s preſented in 
faith and love, ſhall be honoured at laſt with an abun- 
dant reward. 

Upon a further compariſon of Jeſus with Melchiſe- 
dec, we ſhall perceive, 

II. The proper Godhead of the Saviour, as well as 
his continuance in the work he has undertaken. He is 
unchangeable, having neither beginning nor end of his 
exiſtence ; He is © the ſame, and his years ſhall not fail; 
the ſame, yeſterday, to-day, and for ever +. It may 
ſeem ſtrange, indeed, that the ſhort ſpan of a mortal's 
abode upon earth can, 1n any way, repreſent His dura- 
tion, which is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, unlimited, © from ever- 
laſting to everlaſting.” But it appears to be intended, 


when it is ſaid, that the typical perſon, we are conſider- 


Acts ili. 26. + Heb. i, 12. xi. 8. 
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ing, © without father, without mother, without deſcent, 
having neither beginning of days, nor end of life, but 
made like unto the Son of God, abideth a prieſt con- 


tinually “.“ 


It is not to be hereby concluded, that Melchiſedec 


7 Was, like Adam, immediately created, or that he had 


no human extraction; but only, that his gencalogy is 
not recorded, and that the ſacred hiſtory has purpoſely 
concealed his anceſtry. It were in vain to ſearch for 
his original; and the very ſilence of the ſcripture, up- 


on this point, is deſigned to raiſe our thoughts to Him, 


whoſe generation cannot be declared, —“ the everlaſt- 
ing Father” —who © was in the beginning'— before 
all things” — and © whoſe goings forth have been from 


everlaſting F.” | | 

Here our proud reaſon_ muſt ſtoop. We pretend 
not to comprehend the qui of the diyine nature, 
or to explain the way, in which \One of ſuch exalted 


dignity could aſſume our fleſh, be born, and live, and 


dic upon the earth. The doctrine is, confeſſedly, myſ- 


terious ; but the fact itſelf is clearly aſcertained, being 
atteſted by many witneſſes of unqueſtionable authority, 
in the ſtrongeſt and moſt explicit manner. Surely it 
were the height of preſumption to limit the perfections 
of © the High and Lofty One,” by our ſcanty capaci- 
ties. We will allow Him to poſſeſs, what we cannot 
fully underſtand, or by any language deſcribe. Not- 
withſtanding, therefore, the artful cavils of unſtable 
men, who would rob us of our hope, we maintain, and 


* Heb. vii. 3. + Ia.ix,6. Johni.1, Col. i. 17. Mic. v. 2. 
with 
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with awful reverence adore, the Godhead of the Savi- 
our. Herein we perceive our ſecurity, ſince He, in 
whom we truſt, is © mighty to ſave,” and when we 
depend upon his power, we lean on that arm, which 
cannot be broken. 

Nor are we to conclude, that Melchiſedec never 
died, becauſe it is ſaid, that he has © no end of life, 
but abideth a prieſt continually.” We can only collect 
from it, that it has pleated God to give us no account 
of his deceaſe, or of the abolition of his office. We 
do not read, that he had any predeceſſor in it; nor is 
mention made of any one who ſucceeded him. In this 
reſpect, therefore, he ſtands as a typical reſemblance 
of our great High prieſt, being © made like unto the 
Son of God,” For of the prieſthood of Jeſus there 


can be no ſuch change, as there was in that of Aaron's 


family, The Lord Chriſt, like Melchiſedec, appears 


alone in that moſt excellent Miniſtry, to which He is 
appointed, He had none to go before him in it, nor 


will he have any to follow him. In the higheſt ſenſe, 


© He abideth a prieſt continually ;” for © he was con- 
ſecrated for evermore,“ not as thoſe of Aaron's order, 
« after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the 
power of an endleſs life *.“ 

How comfortable a truth is this, that our Jeſus is a 
conſtant Saviour, that he is ſtill carrying on the grand 
purpoſe of his mediation, before the throne of his Fa- 
ther, and will not reſign it, till the ends of it be per- 


fectly accompliſhed! Let his people derive ſtrong 


® Heb. vii. 16, 28. 
. \ conſolation 
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conſolation from the firm belief of his ſufficiency to ſup- 
port them in all their diſtreſſes, For thus he ſpeaks 
to them, © Becauſe I live, ye ſhall hve alſo *.” And 
let ſinners in all ages be encouraged to truſt in Him, 
who © is able to ſave them to the uttermoſt, that come 
unto God by him, ſeeing he ever * to make inter- 
ceſſion for them f.“ 


* Ts xiv. 19. + Heb. vii. 25. 
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CHAP, VIII. 


Jaac, the child of promiſe—=derided by Iſhmael—accom- 
panied his father to mount Moriah— ſubmitted to be 
| bound —prefigured Chriſt—a man of meditation mar- 
ried Rebekah—prayed for a child—partial to Eſau— 
comforted by God in Philiſtia—equivocated concerning his 
 wife—haraſſed by the Philiftines, but bleſſed of God— 
in total blindneſs—deceived by Jacob, who obtained his 
benediftion—ſaw the two brothers reconciled, and died 
180 years old, On | 


Ox reviewing the records of paſt ages, we are ſtruck 
with wonder, whilſt we obſerve the Church of God at 
ſome times confined within ſuch narrow limits, and 
poſſeſſed of fo little power, that it appears ready to be 
cruſhed by the ſuperior ſtrength of its enemies, or to 
die away of itſelf, without leaving any ſucceſſion. This 
was peculiarly the caſe at that period, when all the pro- 
miſes concerning the Saviour were reſtricted, not only 
to one family, but even to one particular branch of it. 
The whole plan of Redemption ſeems, frequently, to 
have depended upon a ſingle life, expoſed to many and 
great dangers, in the view of which we almoſt tremble 
for the event. What, if that life had been prematurely 
cut off? What, if the Ark had ſunk in the waters, as 


we might have apprehended, and Noah, together with 
8 his 
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his houſehold, had periſhed in the deluge ? What, if 
Abraham had died childleſs; which, for a long time, 
appeared highly probable? Or, what, if Abraham's 
ſon had been really offered up, according to the divine 


injunction, or had been removed, in any other method, 


without iſſue? How, then, had the promiſe been ful- 
filled ? | 

Ah! how fooliſh are ſuch inquiries! How vain 
and diſhonourable our fears! Do we forget, that © the 
Lord reigneth, that“ He doeth all his will,” and that 
His counſel ſhall ſtand ?” He cannot be unmindful 
of his own deſigns, nor can he want means to accoin- 
pliſh them. In * diſpenſations, while he ſeeks his 
own glory, he watQes over his Church, to defend it. 
He will plead its cauſe, and, whatever obſtructions may 
lie in the way, ke will bring into full effect that glorious 
Salvation, he has prepared for it. 
This conſtant care of God's providence towards 
his Church is very obſervable, as from other parts of 
the ſacred hiſtory, ſo eſpecially from that which is now 
before us. In the preſervation of the ſeed, from which 
it was predicted that the Saviour ſhould ſpring, we can- 
not but perceive the hand of God, repeatedly and in a 
very ſignal manner, diſplayed. May we learn to ad- 
mire, and praiſe, and truſt the Lord God of Iſrael, 
* who only doeta wondrous things,“ and who ſtands 
engaged for the protection of his on people, even to 
the end of the world! | 


Abraham may die, but Iſaac is raiſed up: and as 


God was with Abrahain, ſo did he promiſe to be with 
Iſaac This favoured fon himſelf muſt be removed; 
i but, 
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but, whatever dangers may threaten, his life is pro- 
longed, till he has anſwered the purpoſe, for which he 
was appointed, He had received © the bleſſing” from 
his father, and he muſt conſign that moſt valuable le- 
gacy to one particular child, whom the Lord would 
give him. — Theſe are conſiderations, that demand our 
attention, kts 

The character of Iſaac does not appear conſpicuous, 
for any great exploits which he performed, or for any 
very ſtriking events which happened to him. He was 
not of the moſt active ſpirit, but fond of quietneſs and 
retirement. His diſpoſitions were truly amiable; and, 
though his example is not faultleſs, he may be propoſed 
as a pattern of righteouſneſs, in the general tenor of 
his conduct. The holy ſcriptures furniſh us with the 
moſt indubitable teſtimonies in his favour, The Lord 
God has been pleaſed in a moſt diſtinguiſhed manner 
to honour him, by inſerting his name into that title, 
which He claims to himſelf, declaring that He 1s the 
God of Iſaac, as well as the God of Abraham, and 
that by this appellation He will be known unto all 
generations . And, as Iſaac filled up a place of great 
importance in the Church below, ſo does he in the 
Church above. His deſcendants are warned, that they 
ſhall ſee him in the kingdom of God, whilſt many of 
themſelves ſhall be eternally caſt out f. 
Years before The former part of Ifaac's hiſtory is ſo 
cant 1397- connected with that of Abraham, that we 
have neceſſarily been led to ſpeak much already con- 


* Exodus iii. 15. ft Luke xili. 28. 
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cerning him. But it may not be uſeleſs to repeat ſome 
things, which have been mentioned before. His birth 
was attended with extraordinary circumſtances, It 
was the ſubject of various promiſes and prophecies ; | 
an event, moſt ardently defired by his parents, and yet 
purpoſely delayed by the divine providence, till they 
were both advanced in age, that their faith might be 
the more exerciſed, and that Iſaac might more evi- 
dently appear to be the gift of God, in a miraculous 
way, and THE CHILD OF PROMISE *, His name was 
determined by immediate direction from Heaven, be- 
fore he was conceived; a ſignificant name, expreſſive 
of the Joy, which both his father and his mother would 
receive from him. How exactly does he repreſent, in 
theſe reſpects, the greater Son of Abraham, whoſe 
coming was foretold for four thouſand years, and whoſe 
birth was ſupernatural, whoſe name alſo was appointed 
by revelation, and who, in a much more eminent man- 
ner than Iſaac, was the cauſe of joy to the world ! 

We forbear to dwell upon the minute particulars of 
his childhood, his circumciſion on the eighth day, his 
gradual increaſe in ſtature, and the feſtivity of the fa- 
mily upon occaſion of his being weaned. But we muſt 
not forget one event, diſtreſſing. to Abraham, which 
involved in it many important conſequences, Very 
Years before Early in life, Iſaac was the object of the pro- 
Shri, 1592- fane contempt of Iſhmael, who had been 
born to Abraham by Hagar the Egyptian ſervant. 
'This gave riſe to the jealouſy and reſentment of Sarah, 


* Gen. xxi. 1, &c, 
who 


* 
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who inſiſted, that, in order to prevent any competition 
between the children about the father's ſubſtance, 
Hagar and her ſon ſhould be diſmiſſed from the houſe, 
and that the inheritance ſhould deſcend to Iſaac. 
Sarah's motive might be baſe, but the purpoſe of God 
was hereby effected. The temporal poſſeſſion, as well 
as the ſpiritual promiſe, was entailed upon Iſaac ; and 
therefore it was the counſel of the Lord, no leſs than 
Sarah's deſire, that © the ſon of the bondwoman ſhould 
not be heir with the ſon of the freewoman.” 

It may be uſeful to advert to St. Paul's evangeli- 
cal application and improvement of this little hiſtory.; 
aud thus, from the obſcurity of the old teſtament, the 
luſtre of the new Covenant will break in upon our 
view *.—Iſhmael, © who was of the bondwoman, born 
alter the fleſh,” and who early betrayed the vile diſpo- 
ſition of a ſcorner, fitly repteſents the condition and 
character of unbelievers, who are in a captivity of the 
moſt awful kind, poſſeſſed of no other than carnal prin- 
ciples; and who, “ truſting to themſelves that they are 
righteous,” do generally ſhew themſelves proud and 
inſolent contemners of others. All ſuch as are of this 
deſcription, according to the Apoſtle, are © of mount 
Sinai, which gendereth to bondage,” and will finally 
be excluded from God's family.—But in Iſaac we be- 
hold a pleaſing reſemblance of real Chriſtians ; and, in 
his peculiar circumſtances and exalted privileges, we 
perceive to what they alſo are called. Like the fon of 
Abraham, they become children and heirs, not by their 


* Gal, iv. 22—31. 


natural 
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natural birth, but as being born of God; by the powers 
ſul influence of the Holy Ghoſt. They are alſo ex- 
poſed to the profane ridicule of thoſe, who are yet in 
their ſins. © For as then, he, that was born after the p 
fleſb, perſecuted him that was born after the Spirit, 
even ſo it is now.” But the concluſion, in which be- 
lievers may rejoice and triumph, is, that, © as Iſaac 
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was, they are the children of promiſe,” and that all the : 

bleſſings and immunities of the new Covenant are ſe- | 

„ cured to them by the unchangeable counſel and inviola- : 
| j f ble oath of God. They belong to His houſehold, from 5 
Hh which they ſhall never be ejected; they enjoy a © glori- 5 
. ol 
1 ous liberty,” being © the children of the free-woman,” 0 
. and are entitled to © an inheritance, incorruptible, un- 5 
defiled, and that fadeth not away.“ las 

Where, then, are thoſe, who anſwer to this charac- - 

ter? O ſtand fait in your liberty ; cheerfully ſubmit ol 

to contempt and oppoſition ; exult in your preſent ad- * 

vantages and future proſpects; and walk worthy of inf 

your high connections, and of your moſt holy calling! a 

But prepare for trials the molt ſevere, which are de- 2 

ſigned to fit you for your everlaſting poſſeſſion; and pe: 

learn from the example before us, that © the heirs of che 

promiſe” are not only not exempt from trouble, but * 

fiequently exerciſed with the ſharpeſt afflictions. fly 

Yeirs bore When Iſaac had arrived at a ſtate of man- cuti 
Etrift, 1574. hood, he was required to give a ſignal proof firs 
of his entire devotedneſs to God. Abraham was com- rent 
manded to offer up his beloved ſon in facrifice . This eb; 
Gen. xxil. 1, &c. 55 
remarkable Con 
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remarkable tranſaction, as kr as Abraham was concern- 
ed in it, we have already conſidered. But if now we 
turn our eyes to the pious youth, the victim marked our 
for the ſlaughter, his faith and obedience wl alſo appear 
truly eminent, as well as thoſe of his honourtd parent. 
Iſaac was, at firſt, unacquainted with the divine 
mandate, that he muſt himſelf die upon the altar; for 
he went only as the attendant and companion of his fa- 
ther, to teſtify his filial ſubmiſſion to him, and join 
with him in the facred rites of worſhip. At length he 
wondered, what all this preparation for making an 
oblation to the Lord could mean, when yet no animal 
was provided for the purpoſe. While, therefore; he 
was bearing the wood, he inquired, “ Where is the 
lamb for a burnt-offering ?” Still the ſtrange deſign 
was concealed from him, till they came to the appoint= 
ed place; and then it could no Jonger be kept ſecret. 
We ſay not, what were his emotions, when he was 
informed, that he himſelf was the deſtined ſacrifice, to 
be conſumed upon the altar before him. But is it not 
obvious, that, through the whole tranſaction, he ap- 
pears as a ſtriking example of patient reſignation and 
cheerful obedience to God ? For, does he at all decline, 
or complain of, the tremendous injunction? Does he 
fly from his father, who now avows himſelf the exe- 


cutioner, ready to flay his fon? Does he exert his 


ſtrength, as he might do, to overcome his aged pa- 
rent? Does he expreſs an unwillingneſs to die; or 


even ſolicit, that he may be ſpared? No: we perceive. 


no ſtruggle; we hear of no petition for deliverance. 
Convinced that the command is of God, he yields up 
Vol. I. | J himſelf, 
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himſelf, and devotes his life to HIM, who had a right 
to take it away, in what manner He pleaſed, 

Iſaac, therefore, ſubmitted, as it ſhould ſeem with- 
out reſiſtance, to be bound, and to be laid on the altar; 
and expoſed his body to the knife, which was lifted up 
to deſtroy him. He was, indeed, ſuddenly reſcued, 
but in a way that he expected not; ſo that he was as 
much a Martyr, as if his blood had been ſhed, —Are 
we not hereby inſtructed, to acquieſce without relue- 
tance in the divine appointment, though it ſhould be 
moſt contrary to our own defires or temporal advan- 


tage? While we remark, that Iſaac freely ſurrendered 


up himſelf without a murmur, are we not aſhamed of 


our own unwillingneſs to give up what is dear to us, 


whenever God requires it? Do His diſpenſations claſh 
with our favourite ſchemes, or ſuppoſed intereſts ? Then 


what diſcontent, and peeviſhneſs of ſpirit do we be- 


tray! Though we have repeatedly ſaid to him, upon 
our bended knees, * Thy will be done,” we are fret- 
ful and angry, whenever our own wiſhes are not gra- 
tified. 15 15 
Do we complain of the ſevefity of God's commands? 
Let us conſider Iſaac's caſe, and not dare to open our 
mouths. How frequent is the excuſe, when any im- 
portant duty 1s inculcated, *I would do it, — but I 
muſt then forego this or the other enjoyment, and ex- 
poſe myſelf to dangers and diſtreſſes. And on this 
account do yau heſitate to comply with an expreſs pre- 
cept? If difficulties will cancel your obligation to 


obedience, the whole of the divine law is at once an- 


nulled : for who will not think himſelf at liberty to of- 
x fer 


hn} pa, ain 
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fer the like plea ? If you acknowledge the authority of 
God at all, every thing mult be ſacrifited to it. Like 
Iſaac, and like another eminent example, you muſt be 
« ready, not to be bound only, but alſo to die *,” in 
whatever way you may be called to it. Its not pro- 
bable, that you will be tried, as this Patriarch was, 
but you mult poſſeſs the ſame principle, and deſire 
only, that“ Chriit may be magnified in your * whe- 
ther it be by life or by death.” 

While we are contemplating the remarkable hiſtory 
before us, our thoughts are directed to a more exalted 
perſonage, whom Iſaac prefigured, and to a more 
aſtoniſhing tranſaction, repreſented by that on mount 
Moriah, We behold Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of Abra- 
ham, in whom the Covenant is eſtabliſhed, and in 
whom alone all the families of the earth can be truly 
bleſſed. Without dwelling on leſs intereſting points of 
reſemblance, in which Iſaac typified the Saviour, we fix 
our attention on this circumſtance, that he was required 
to give up his life, as an offering to God. - We are 
carried out, then, in our meditations to mount Cal- 
vary, not far diſtant from the ſpot, where Iſaac was 
bound and laid upon the altar. We perceive Jeſus, 
in his deepeſt humiliation, cheerfully acquieſcing in his 


- Father's appointment, and ſaying, © Not as I will, but 


as thou wilt.” We obſerye him under the influence, 
not only of a ſupreme regard to the command of God, 
but of tendereſt love to periſhing ſinners, preſſing on his 
way to Jeruſalem, as if in haſte to ſuffer , and longing 
$0 be baptized with blood 4. 


Acts xxi. 11. + Mark x. 32. $ Luke ii, 50. 
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Iſaac, we have ſeen, conveyed the wood, that was 
deſigned to conſume him: fit emblem of Jeſus, who 
was conſtrained to bear the very croſs, on which he 
expired! The readineſs of Iſaac to yield up himſelf a 
ſacrifice, exhibits a lively image of the Saviour, who 


fled not from danger, but went forth to meet his ene- 


mies, ſurrendered himſelf into their hands, and ſub- 
mitted to be bound, inſulted, ſcourged, and crucified 


by thoſe, whom he might have confounded or deſtroyed 


in a moment. The blaſphemous objection was urged 
againſt him, „He faved others, himſelf he cannot 
fave:” but we admire his unparalleled condeſcenſion 
and grace, who, in order to fave others, refuſed to ſave 
himſelf, when it would have been eaſy for him to 
have effected it. Vain, in themſclves, would have 
been all the attempts of Jews and Romans, Prieſts, 
Judges, and Soldiers, to detain him as a priſoner, or 
to put kim to death in any way. He could have com- 
manded the aſſiſtance of © more than twelve legions of 
Angels *,” or, even by a word or a look, ſtruck terror 
and confuſion into his ſtrongeſt adverſaries, as he did 
into ſome of thoſe who went to apprehend him. Or 
again, he might have continued his exiſtence, amidſt 
all the agonies of crucifixion, and in ſpite of all the tor- 
tures they could have inflicted on him. For © No 
man (ſaid he) taketh my life from me, but I lay it 
down of myſelf: I have power to lay it down, and I 
have power to take it again f. Yet © He was brought 
as a lamb to the ſlaughter, and as a ſheep before her 
ſhearers is dumb, ſo he opened not his mouth {.” 


* Matt. xxvi. 53. + John x. 18. 1 Iſa. li. 7 
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Nor will he ever repent of all that he has done or en- 


dured; but © He ſhall ſee of the travail of his foul, 


and ſhall be ſatisfied *,” 

This is a ſubject, which calls has g more 
than the exerciſe of the tendereſt feelings. It were 
eaſy to declaim on the ſufferings of Jeſus, ſo as to excite 
many tears, But he wants not our compaſſion. Our 
warmeſt gratitude, our moſt fervent love he demands ; 
and who, that underſtands any thing of the croſs of 
Chriſt, can withhold from him, what is ſo juſtly due ? 
We cannot forget, that it was for our fake he moſt 
cheerfully ſubmitted to drink of the bitter cup, and that 
he died, not to gratify the Jews, but to make his ſoul 
an offering for our ſins. It becomes us, then, to weep, 
if not for Him, yet for ourſelves, with profound humi- 
liation on account of our own conduct, which has 
rendered ſuch a ſacrifice expedient, But while we per- 
ceive, that © He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions,” 
we will rejoice in his Salvation, and reſolve to devote 
our ALL to Him, who © laid down his life for us.” 

Yrs bee In the progrels of Iſaac's hiſtory, we ſhall 
curift, 1857. find him, in the very time of his greateſt 
activity and vigour, a man of retirement and of a re- 
markable calmneſs of ſpirit. We are pleaſed to diſ- 
cover evident ſigns of dutiful affection to his parents, 
as well as of piety towards God. He appears to have 
been a kind and tender obſerver of his mother Sarah ; 
and even when he had attained the age of forty years, 


he was not above feeling much diſtreſs for her loſs. 


* Ia, Iii. 11. 
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To his father he ſeems to have left the important con- 
cern of chooling his companion, and moſt readily to 
have acquieſced in the prudent and religious deſire of 
Abraham, to procure a wife for him, not among the 
idolatrous Canaanites, but among his own Kindred, 


who were then, probably, brought to the knowledge of 


the true God *,—Is not this an uſeful admonition to 
young men, that they be not“ heady and high-minded,” 
overbearing and inſolent towards their parents, to whom 
they owe all their ſupport? Is it reaſonable, is it grate- 


ful, to go contrary to their wiſe and pious directions, 


or not to conſult their wiſhes, in a matter, on which ſo 
much of the welfare and happineſs of the family ney 
depend ? 

Mee paſs by the minute account, which is given us, 


of the way in which Rebekah was ſought and obtained 


for Iſaac, obſerving only the manner in which he was 
engaged, when ſhe was firſt conducted to him. © He 
went out to meditate in the field, at the even-tide ;” 
and, it is probable, this was his uſual practice, Do 
we not all confeſs, that, in order to preſerve the power, 


or enjoy the comforts, of religion, we mult be in the 


habits of retirement, meditation, and prayer? Let 
Ifaac, then, be propoſed as an example. Perhaps the 
ſeaſon here mentioned 1s particularly ſuitable for theſe 
purpoſes: © at even-tide,” in general, the mind will 
be beſt diſpoſed for ſerious and devout reflections. But 
though the advantage and propriety of the duty be ac- 
knowledged, how gt ſet themſelves in earneſt to 
the performance of it, or perſevere in it with vigour! 


* Gen. xxiv. 1, &c. 
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And to this negle& may we not aſcribe the levity 


and unſteadineſs, the ignorance and gloomineſs of 
ſome, who would be thought to pay attention to their 
ſpiritual concerns? Others, we perceive, ſtudiouſly 
avoid ſolitude and holy contemplation, and endeavour 
to be in a continual round of diſſipated company, in 
which every good impreſſion may be effaced, and every 
pious reſolution totally forgotten. What can we expect 
from characters of this kind? We do not wonder, that 
the moſt ſolemn warnings are loſt upon them, and that 
they trifle with their moſt important intereſts, whilſt 

their minds are in a perpetual fluctuation, 

Vers before IN a few years afterwards, he, who had 

Cirift, 1322 mourned for his mother, was called to weep 

over his father's grave. And in that laſt act of filial 

duty, we rejoice to obſerve the two rival brothers 

united. Iſaac and Iſhmael met together for the burial 

of Abraham . On ſuch an occaſion, ſurely, if not 

before, the quarrels, which may have been excited in a 

family, ſhould be laid aſide, and all jealouſies and con- 

tentions ceaſe. 

« After the death of Abraham, God bleſſed his ſon 
Iſaac ;”—bleffed him, even as he had done Abrabam, 
not only with a large increaſe of worldly ſubſtance, but . 
alſo with abundant communications of grace, and with 
promiſes and revelations of love and mercy. Iſaac, 
indeed, continued a ſtranger and a pilgrim in the land 
of Canaan, dwelling in tents ; and in ſuch a ſtate he 
could not but be expoſed to peculiar trials and diſtreſſes. 


* Gen. xxv. 9, &c. 
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But © by faith he ſojourned there,” and the Lord Gad 
of his father was with him. ; 


Years before He had been encouraged to expect a nu- 
Cbrif, 1335 merous iſſue; but nearly twenty years elapſ- 


ed, and there appeared no proſpect of a child. This 
was defigned to prove his faith and patience, and, pro- 
bably, was extremely painful. It muſt have been a 
ſource of afflicting doubts and fears, not on his own ac- 
count alone, but on that of others. For had he been 
cut off without any offspring, the promiſe would have 
failed, the Covenant itſelf had been broken. “ Iſaac, 
therefore, entreated the Lord for his wife, becauſe ſhe 
was barren;” and, at length, to add the greater value 
to the gift, it was beſtowed in anſwer to much prayer, 
« The Lord was entreated of him.” —It will be well, 
if in all our difficulties, we take the ſame method for 
obtaining relief. This, and this alone, is ſafe, is ſure: 
all others may cover us with confuſion, 

Two children were born to him at one time, con- 


cerning whom the divine purpoſe was declared to the 


mother (and therefore we conclude, it was made 
known alſo to Iſaac), that © the elder ſhould ſerve the 
younger.” But here we are compelled to remark and 
lament the weakneſs and folly of a fond parent, A 
partiality appeared towards the elder ſon Eſau, and for 
a reaſon too, which we might have wiſhed to conceal, 
as being reproachful to this amiable character. © Iſaac 
loved Eſau, becauſe he did eat of his veniſon.” Ah! 
how often has. ſome ſuch low and carnal motive ope- 
rated even with good men, and betrayed them into an 
improper conduct! What need we have to watch 
every 
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every avenue of our ſenſes, leſt any temptation, unper- 
ceived, find admiſſion and overcame us 

The preference given to Eſau produced many very 
calamitous events, and, probably, laid the foundation 
for continual ſtrife and hatred between the two bro- 
chers. What might increaſe the diſſenſion was, that 
Rebekah alſo had her favourite, and“ loved Jacob,” 
ſo as to diſcover ſome negle& of Eſau. Does not this 
hiſtory, then, admoniſh parents, to beware of form- 
ing an undue attachment to any branch of their fa- 
mily ? Perhaps they may not be able to divide their 
affections with exact equality; but they ſhould endea- 
vour, at leaſt, to refrain from a partial diſtribution of 
the outward marks of their favour, if they deſire that 
their children ſhould either be happy with each other, 
or bring anyvomfort to them. 
Years before Iſaac was a man of trouble, though under 
Chil, 1594+ the immediate care of Heaven. In order to 
preſerve life, it became neceſſary for him to remove 
from Canaan, which was viſited 'with a grievous fa- 
mine; and, by the divine direction, he took up his 
abode among the Philiſtines“. Do we wonder, that 
He, to whom the promiſes were made,” ſhould be 
reduced to difficulties in procuring ſuſtenance for the 


body? Is not this a common caſe? Are not many 


of thoſe, who are deareſt to God, poor and afflict- 
ed, and ſome, perhaps, in fear of periſhing by hunger? 
An infallible aſſurance, indeed, is given them, that 
they ſhall not want any manner of thing that is good.“ 
But their faith may be ſorely tried; and, for that very 


* Gen, xxvi. I, &c. 


end, 
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i808 end, they may be brought to ſuch extremities, as to s 
Oh | "1 prove that they are willing to ſuffer, and reſign their We 
Wi. All to God. May we be emboldened to caſt our care hi! 
{ * upon God, from the inſtance before us! te 
| 1 Iſaac was compelled to ſojourn amongſt a ſtrange ce 
bed people. But, in the country of Philiſtia, the preſence rel 
1 and bleſſing of God were manifeſtly with him. The lea 
1 Lord himſelf appeared to him, to encourage his hope of of 
4 3k protection and ſupport from Heaven, and to confirm ne 
oi . the Covenant with him, as he had done with Abraham, M 
10 q whereby the Patriarch was taught to expect the poſſeſ- 
„ ſion oſ the promiſed land, a numerous progeny, and to 
il 1 one Seed in particular, in whom all nations ſhould be pre 
78 bleſſed. —Are we not ready to ſay, If this God be our no 
; 8 God, what have we to fear? If He will be with us to leſ 
10 bleſs us, we need not dread, either a famine or the ha! 
1 3 oppolition of Philiſtines. Na no 
61! 1 . But did not Iſaac's faith ſtagger? Alas! where car 
. ſhall we find an example of qne, who has diſcovered no ou; 
or marks of unbelief? We perceive ſome prievous ſigns | pre 
I. of human depravity, even in this eminent faint: and, | 
. what is remarkable, he fell into the very ſame ſin, Wit 
| If which brought ſo foul a ſtain upon his father Abraham's he 
ſi reputation, He was guilty of a mean and baſe equivo- we 
* N cation concerning his wife, repreſenting her as his ſiſter; anc 
3 and into that poor ſubterfuge he was betrayed by a very ſeſt 
LL, diſhonourable ſuſpicion of the Philiſtines, and a cow- ſto! 
$4 ardly apprehenſion of loſing his life: © Leſt (ſaid he) Lo 
* they ſhould kill me for Rebekah; becauſe ſhe was fair * ful 
1 to look upon.“ In this conduct we might point out anc 
* many things wrong, agd inconſiſtent with his general exp 
4 . character. 
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character. The ſolemn declaration of God, that He 


would be with him and bleſs him, ſhould have inſpired 
him with greater courage, and preſerved him in a more 
ſtedfaſt and entire dependence. But alas! both pre- 
cepts and promiſes, of themſelves, are ineffectual to 
reſtrain the corruptions of the heart. It pleaſes God to 
leave his people, at times, to a very painful Experience 
of their own ſinfulneſs, to teach them the - continual 
need they have of his pardoning and ſanctifying grace. 
May we ever remember, where our ſecurity 1s ! 

It muſt have been an humbling circumſtance to Iſaac, 
to be reproved for his ungenerous ſuſpicions and mean 


_ prevarications, by an heathen prince. And may we 


not ſay to all thoſe, who profeſs godlineſs, O beware, 
leſt your 1gnorant and even profane neighbours ſhould 
have a ſimilar occaſion to reprehend you? They can- 
not enter into your ſentiments and principles; but they 
can underſtand clearly what your tempers and practice 
ought to be, and they will be forward enough to re- 
proach-you for the inconſiſtency of your conduct. 

Iſaac had fallen; yet the favour of God was not 
withdrawn from him. During his reſidence in Philiſtia, 
he was bleſſed with a rapid and aſtoniſhing increaſe of 
wealth. © The man waxed great, and went forward, 
and grew until he became very great. For he had poſ- 
ſeſſion of flocks, and poſſeſſion of herds, and great 
ſtore of ſervants,” Do we not perceive, that the 
Lord maketh rich?” « The earth is His, and the 
fulneſs thereof,” Be content, then, to leave the care 
and the diſpoſal of your affairs to Him. If riches be 
expedient for you, it will be no difficult matter for him 
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to beſtow them upon you, to the utmoſt extent of your 
wiſhes. But if you have a larger ſhare of worldly proſ- 
perity, your anxieties and diſtreſſes will, probably, be 
augmented in proportion. The growing affluence of 
Ifaac ſoon excited the attention and the jealouſy of the 
Philiſtines. They regarded him with an envious eye, 
and, in order to drive him from their country, they en- 
deavoured to render his ſituation as inconvenient and 
as unpleaſant as they-could, by ſtopping up his wells 


of water. To one of fo peaceful and gentle a diſpoſi- 


tion, their contentious ſpirit muſt have been extremely 
painful. But, though wearied with the injurious treat- 
ment of men, and haraſſed by them from place to place, 
he was comforted by the gracious promiſes of God, 
who appeared to him at Beerſheba, encouraged him to 
diſmiſs his fears, and gave him the repeated aſſurance 
of His preſence and bleſſing, To commemorate the 
divine condeſcenſion, and erect a monument of his 
gratitude, as well as to perform an act of public wor- 
ſhip, and openly declare his ſentiments of religion, the 
pious Patriarch © builded an altar, and called on the 
name of the Lord,” in that ſpot, where he had been 
ROY favoured. There alſo the Lord honoured 

im, © in the fight of the nations,” and conſtrained 
the very Philiſtines, who had thruſt him from them, 
to ſolicit his alliance. The King, attended by his 
friend and the chief captain of his army, came to him, 
and confeſſed, that the Lord was with him of a truth. 


Nor did Iſaac retain any ſentiments of anger or re- 


venge againſt them, for the cruelty. and injuſtice with 


which he had been treated, but courteouſly received his 
5 noble 


IS AAC. | 189 
noble viſitants, and entered into a ſolemn league with 
them. | 

Let thoſe, who fear God, commit their cauſe into 
his hands, In ſuch a world as this, it will be no won- 
der if they meet with ſome ſevere trials from the per- 
verſe tempers,of unreaſonable and ungodly men, The- 
pride, covetouſneſs, or envy of ſuch perſons will ſtir 


up ſtrife; and the meek- ſpirited will be the objects of 


their reſentment and oppreſſion. Shall we not ſay to 
them, who are thus expoſed to the ſcoffs or rage of 
perſecutors, as our Lord to his diſciples, “ In your 
patience poſſeſs ye your ſouls * ?”” Be afraid of diſco- 
vering the ſame diſpoſition as your oppoſers; but, like 
Iſaac, rather recede from, than ſtrenuouſly inſiſt on, 
even your juſt claims. Whatever contempt or injury 
you may ſuffer from ſinners, the Lord is on your fide : 
his comforts ſhall refreſh you: and while you © abide 
patiently upon Him,” He will reſtrain the fury of your 
enemies, and make you reſpectable before them. This 


he did for Iſaac. Only be you careful to tread in the 


ſteps of the Patriarch; be not aſhamed of your religion; 


let it be known, whom you ſerve: ſet up an altar to 


the God of heaven; and not only worſhip there your- 
ſelves, but call upon others alſo to join in your de- 
votions. : 

Iſaac had troubles of another ſort, which we haſten 
to conſider ; ſome in his own perſon, and ſome in his 
family. A ſpace of forty years, in the latter part of 
his life, is paſſed over, during which no remarkable 
event is recorded; and for more than that period, he 


Luke xxi. 19. 
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was afflicted with total blindneſs. In ſuch a ſtate, 
cut off from many of the comforts of ſociety, he not 
only ſtood in need of continual aſſiſtance from others, 
but was liable to. be impoſed on by any deceits, they 


might wiſh to put upon him. It is mortifying to the 


pride of our nature, to be reduced to ſo helpleſs a ſitua- 
tion, as to be almoſt entirely at the will of an unfaithful 
attendant, or an inſidious Relation. Yet ſuch was the 
caſe of this eminent ſervant of God. 

We mentioned his domeſtic troubles. It will be re- 
collected, that Iſaac had a favourite ſon, who proved, 
as moſt favourite children do, the cauſe of much ſorrow. 
Eſau diſcovered a profane diſpoſition 1n ſelling his 
birth-right; and, even in riper years, had given clear 
marks of an irreligious mind, in forming connections by 
marriage with the idolatrous Canaanites. This circum- 
ſtance had been moſt diſtreſſing to the pious father, who 
yet, with all the folly which ariſes from a blind parti- 


ality, not only continued attached to his ſon, but for- 


getful, as it ſhould ſeem, of the divine declaration, 
deſired to give him the precedency in the family, to 
eſtabliſh him in all the privileges of the firſt born, and 
to leave with him the peculiar bleſſing of the Covenant, 
which he himſelf had received from Abraham. 

Years before When therefore it appeared from his age 
Chriſt, r760. and many infirmities, that Iſaac might not 
long ſurvive, with an intention, not merely to ſettle his 
temporal affairs, but to commend his beloved child to 
the favour of God, he called for Eſau, and expreſſed 
his wiſhes to bleſs him, before his death“. We for- 


* Gen. xxvii. 1, &c: 


bear 
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bear to dwell upon the repaſt, which Iſaac directed 
Eſau to provide, © the ſavoury meat which he loved,” 
and the very diſhoneſt method, by which Rebekah 
impoſed upon her huſband, and the repeated falſehoods, 
with which Jacob endeavoured to conceal the fraud. 
The account of the tranſaction, which is related with 
inimitable ſimplicity, muſt very forcibly ſtrike the. 
paſſions of every reader. But ſuffice it, in this place, 
to obſerve, that, while all the different parties followed 
their own devices, the purpoſe of God was nevertheleſs 
fulfilled ; and the benediction, containing the peculiar 
promiſes of the Covenant, was pronounced upon Jacob, 
much againſt the father's deſign, When Eſau came to 
claim the bleſſing, the cheat was diſcovered ; but the 
word could not be revoked. Nay probably, Iſaac, 
immediately perceiving the hand of God overruling 
this event, was not more diſtreſſed by the treachery of 
Jacob, than by his own folly, in having attempted to 
fruſtrate the counſel of God, © that the elder ſhould 
ſerve the younger.“ © He trembled very exceedingly ;” 
but, notwithſtanding Eſau's preſſing ſolicitations, and 
his own paternal fondneſs, he was conſtrained to con- 
firm the ſentence, and leave the birth-right- with his 
younger ſon. | | 

The ſtory is moſt inſtructive, as well as affecting. 
We cannot fail to remark, that parents are generally 
puniſhed for their partiality to their offspring. What 


elſe can be expected but continual jealouſies and ſtrife in 


their families, where one is undeſervedly preferred be- 
fore another ? Their plans of ſettling their favourite 
child, in this or the other way, will probably be de- 

feated, 
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feated, and they will read their fin in their own utter 
diſappointment and confuſion. But, though © there 


are many devices in a man's heart, the counſel of the 
Lord, that ſhall ſtand *.” Let us not fooliſhly endea- 


vour to eſtabliſh our own ſchemes, without ſeeking 
direction from Him. And, whatever be his purpoſe, 
let us bow before him, with perfect acquieſcence in his 
diſpoſal both of ourſelves and our houfeholds, defiring 
that we may know and do his will. 

It became neceſſary to ſeparate the two brothers, in, 
order to prevent the murderous deſigns of Eſau, who 
avowed that he waited only for his father's death, to 
deſtroy Jacob. Iſaac, therefore, ſent away his ſon, 


who was now declared to be © the heir of promiſe,” 


with a ſolemn charge to take a wife, not of the daugh- 
ters of Canaan, but of his mother's kindred, and, with 
moſt earneſt and devout ſupplications for him, he con- 
firmed the benediction, he had before unwittingly given 


him . In the midſt of Iſaac's weakneſs, then, we per- 


ceive the exerciſe of a ſtrong faith. He had no doubt 
of the ſecurity of the Covenant, yet though firmly per- 


ſuaded of the truth of all the promifes, he was miſled 


by an ill directed affection. We allow the validity of 
that teſtimony; * By faith Iſaac bleſſed Jacob and 


Eau concerning things to come .“ 
We have only to add, that his life, now rendered 


uncomfortable by bodily infirmities and domeftic broils, 
was {till protracted to a conſiderable length. He lived 
till Jacob returned. from Meſopotamia, with a nume- 


Prov. xix. 21. + Gen, xxviti, 1, &. Þ Heb. xi. 20. 
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rous family and in great proſperity. It ſhould ſeem 
Y.ars before Alſo, that he witneſſed a reconciliation be- 
Ciif, 1716. tween his two ſons, and then died at the 


advanced age of one hundred and eighty years *. 


Thus the days of his pilgrimage were ended, and he 
was called to take poſſeſſion of the heavenly Canaan, 
where all the choſen ſeed will ſhortly meet. Be it 


our concern to follow him, and to rejoice, amidſt all 


our painful trials upon earth, in the hope of coming 


« to the general aſſembly and church of the firſt-born, 
which are enrolled in heaven.” 


* Gen. xxxv. 27—29. 
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CHAP. IX. 


r. 
Jacob, cho/en of God—his mother's favourite - purchaſel 
Eſau's birthright—obtained his father's benediction— 
fled from Eſau.— bis viſion at Bethel—came to Labun— 


married Leah, then Rachel—increaſed in ſubſtance 


fled from Laban. 


Tux records of ſacred hiſtory, which we are now 
examining, do not furniſh us with accounts of power- 
ful and extenſive empires, or deſcribe the achieve- 
ments of mighty conquerors, in the bloody victories 
which they obtained, and the deſolations which they 
ſpread from kingdom to kingdom. We are not 
conducted to ſuch ſcenes of grandeur and gaiety, as 
the world generally admire. We are called, not into 
kings' palaces, but into the ſhepherd's tent. Yet hereby 
we are inſtructed in events of the greateſt importance 
to mankind. We behold the means, by which God 
vouchſafed to communicate and preſerve the knowledge 
of himſelf in the earth, We accompany, through its 
various trials and removals, the little ſociety of his 
Church, dearer to him than the moſt exalted Monarchs, 
or the wiſeſt Philoſophers. We perceive the counſels 


of mercy towards our fallen race gradually unfolded ; 
| . and 
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and our eyes are gladdened with the glorious light of 
the Sun of righteouſneſs, breaking forth out of the 
midft of darkneſs, to illuminate this poor benighted 
globe, and “ ſhining more and more into a perfect 
day.“ 5 

God was pleaſed to make choice of one family, in 
which he depoſited the ſacred treaſury of his truth: 
and herein we obſerve Three, of more diſtinguiſhed 
rank than the reſt, whoſe names the High and Lofty 
One condeſcended to enrol with his own, and to inſert 
in that Title, which He aſſumed to himſelf, as being 
expreſſive of his grace and faithfulneſs to all genera- 
tions.“ The God of Abraham, of Iſaac, and of Ja- 
cob.” Two of theſe we have already conſidered; and 


the third is now to come under our review. 


Jacob was a ſtranger and a ſojourner as his fathers 
were; and therefore, from his ſituation in life, and 
his unadorned manners, he may not be likely to attract 
the notice of the preſent age, which boaſts of its po- 
liteneſs and refinement. But he will appear to be a 


character of real eminence, if we attend to the marks 


of genuine piety which he diſcovered, and to the ho- 


nour which God: conferred upon him. He was, in a pe- 


culiar ſenſe, the root of the Jewiſh nation, inaſmuch as 
from the ſeveral branches of his family ſprang the twelve 
tribes. He was an-illuſtrious progenitor of the Meſ- 
liah, whom he prefigured, and who is alſo ſometimes 
ſpoken of under his name. From him too, all the holy 
ſeed, and the children of God in every generation, are 
called The ſeed of Jacob,” “ The Iſrael of God.” 
oz: This 
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This hiſtory will exhibit ſome ſtriking proofs of a 


divine Providence; the controlling influence of which, 


in its various deſigns and operations, will be moſt evi- 
dently perceived throughout the life of Jacob. May 
we remember, that we are under the ſame governance, 
at the entire diſpoſal of the ſame Almighty Sovereign! 


Suffice it for us, though our pilgrimage ſhould be, like 
his, moſt affliftive, that * The mighty God of Jacob“ 


is engaged to help ug. 

In our reflections upon this character, we propoſe to 
accompany the Patriarch through the different ſitua- 
tions, in which he was placed, — in his father's family, 


-in Meſopotamia, — upon his return to Canaan, 
and in the land of Egypt. We conſider him firſt, then, 
1n his father's family. 


Years before The facred records begin their account of 
Chrift, 1838. Jacob, even previouſly to his birth. He was 
given in anſwer to much prayer, that in him the holy 
feed might be continued, and the Covenant eſtabliſhed. 
Eſau, indeed, ſeemed to have, at leaſt, an equal 
claim to the bleſſing, as a child of the ſame parent; 
or rather, as being the elder, he might have pleaded, 


that, by the right of primogeniture, he ought to have 


a preference to Jacob. But while they were yet in 


their mother's womb, the divine counſel was made 
known to her, that the two ſons, ſhe ſhould bring 


forth, were deſigned to be the heads of rwo mighty na- 
tions, who would differ in their manners and ſtruggle 
for the ſupertority ; and yet, that, contrary to the ge- 


neral mode of diſpenſing the poſſeſſions of a family, 
| the 
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the dominion ſhould go to the younger, and the inhe- 
ritance be entailed upon him *. 

This circumſtance, which might have appeared tri- 
fling in our view, 1s repeatedly introduced in the ſcrip- 
tures, and ſome important inſtructions are drawn from 
it. © Known unto God are all his works from the be- 
ginning of the world ;“ nor does he merely foreſee, 
but fore-ordain, determining to men the bounds of 


their habitation , and diſtributing his favours, tempo- 


ral and ſpiritual, not as we might conjecture or pre- 
ſcribe, but © after the counſel of his own will &.” As 
far as the prophecy related to the children themſelves, 
the ſequel of their hiſtory will ſhew the completion of 
it; and as far as it concerned their reſpective poſteri- 


ties, it had its accompliſhment in the reduction of the 


Edomites under the power of the Jews. The whole 
nation, then, which deſcended from Jacob, were a 
choſen people, the elect of God, according to this an- 
cient prediction: and Malachi reminds them of their 
obligations, in that they were appointed to peculiar 
privileges, by the ſovereign will and rich mercy of God 
alone ||. But St. Paul extends the ſubject, and makes 
application of it, to illuſtrate the free and undeſerved 


election of believers to the ineſtimable bleſſings of the 


Goſpel J. According to this doctrine, in every caſe, 
as well as in that before us, if any are favoured in 
preference to others, it muſt be aſcribed, not to hu- 
man merit, but to the wiſe and holy determination of 


* Gen. xxv. 21—23. 1 Acts xv. 18. t xvii. 26. 
$ Eph. i. 11. Mal. 1. 2, 3. 4+ Rom. ix. 10—13. 
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the fupreme Lord of all, who is not accountable to uy 
for © any of his matters, and who declares, © Þ will 
ſhew mercy, on whom I will ſhew merey *. No diſ- 
tinctions of birth or education, no outward profeſſions, 
no boaſted righteouſneſs of our own, will entitle us ta 
the regard of a holy God, or ſecure to us the ſalvation 
of Jeſus. Many are partakers of this grace, who ſeem, 


like Jacob, inferior in ſeveral reſpects to ſome who 
cc come ſhort of it:” and all, who are ſaved, muſt ac- 


knowledge, with warmeſt affections of love and grati- 
tude to God, © He hath ſaved us, and called us with 
an holy calling, not according to our works, but ac- 
cording to his own purpoſe and grace, which was 
given us in Chriſt Jeſus, before the world began F.” 

A ſubject this is, of all others, the moſt humbling 


to man, and therefore the moſt hkely to excite the 


ſtrongeſt oppolition, ' We do not undertake a defence 
of the divine procedure, which is far above all our 
comments. It remains to be juſtified in ſome future 
day, when all will be compelled to own, © Righteous 
art thou, O Lord; Juſt and true are thy ways, thou 
King of ſaints!” In the mean time, let our proud 
reaſonings be reſtrained. Whatever objections we may 


bring, one queſtion is enough to ſilence all, “ Nay 


but, O man, who art thou, that replieſt againſt 
God 77” | 

The two children of Iſaac ſoon diſcovered very 
different dupoſitions, according to the previous intima- 
tion given concerning them. Eſau was bold, active, 
and enterpriſing; Jacob meek, and ſedate, more ſuited 


* Exod. xxXill. 19. + 2 Tim. 1. 9. t Rom. ix. 20. 
to 


to 
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to domeſtic employments. Eſau was a cunning 
hunter, a man of the field; and Jacob was a plain 
man dwelling in tents “.“ It has been already re- 
marked, that the younger ſon was the mother's fa- 
vourite, not merely as being more at home and ob- 
ſervant of her, but, we apprehend, becauſe of the pre- 
cedency, Which God had deſigned for him. And to 
her full confidence. of this, we are willing to impute 
her ſucceeding conduct, though moſt blamable. It is 
alſo probable, that ſhe acquainted her beloved child 
with the purpoſes of God_in his behalf, and that he 
was influenced by an expectation, of the divine promiſe, 
in that behaviour towards Eſau, which now comes 
under our conſideration. | . 
Years before. When they were advanced to a ſtate of 


Cuntz 1808. manhood, Jacob fixed his eye upon the 


birthright, which Eſau, as he made light of it, was 
calily perſuaded, to renounce. An opportunity offered 
for accompliſhing Jacob's deſire, Eſau, wearied with 
hunting, and enfeebled with hunger, coveted his bro- 


ther's pottage, and, through impatience for the grati- 


fication of his appetite, conſented to give up the privi- 
leges, to which he was entitled as the. firſt- born. On 
this account he is condemned as © a profane perſon,” 
and we are admoniſhed from his example to beware, 
leſt we alſo deſpiſe and barter away, for any ſenſual 
indulgence, the-peculiar bleſſings which we enjoy under 


the Goſpel F.—But what opinion ſhall we form of 


Jacob's conduct? The object, he had in view, was 
indeed moſt excellent; yet he is not thereby juſtified 


Gen. XXV. 27. | + Heb, xii. 16, 17, 
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* 
ſl 
* in uſing any unfair method to obtain it. The divine di 
% counſel had intended it for him; but it became him to de 
1 wait, in God's way, for the completion of his wiſhes, he 
* We cannot reconcile it with brotherly love, and true 
1 diſintereſted affection, that he ſhould take advantage of fa 
[ | Eſau's neceſſity, to prevail upon him to make a conceſ@= | HK 
1 ſion ſo prejudicial to himſelf . But, whatever Jacob G 
ih was, we know that we ought to poſſeſs that charity, Wi 
© which ſecketh not her own,” and to © look every P 
man alſo on the things of others.” th 
Years before From that time a conſiderable ſpace elapſ- bl 
Chriſt, 1760. ed, of which there are no memorials left in th 
Jacob's hiſtory. He was till in his father's family; } (9 
and probably, ſatisfied with the eaſe and quiet of do» {| uy 
meſtic life, he might not experience any changes or 15 
events of great importance. . But we are now haſten- = 
ing to one tranſaction of peculiar moment, which gave * 
riſe to the principal occurrences, which he afterwards = 
met with. | | 7 
When Iſaac propoſed to bequeath the bleſſing to {| by 
Eſau, Rebekah ſuggeſted a plan to Jacob, by which EI 
he might impoſe himſelf, for his elder brother, upon 
his aged parent, and thus by a fallacy obtain the beno- 9 
| and 
* The firſt-born was not only entitled to a larger ſhare of power, | pa! 
and a double portion of his father's goods, but, what is eſpecially ö g0 
to be noted, he was the prieſt of the family, and preſided in the f 
offices of religion, In the caſe before us, it ſeems alſo to have q wh 
been underſtood, that“ The bleſſing of Abraham," reſpecting 1 810 
the promiſed Saviour, would go in the ſame line with the birth» 5 ver 
right. We do not wonder, then, that, on this account, one of a J Le: 


pious diſpoſition ſhould ſet a high value upon it, and that He 1s 
marked as a profane perſon, who deſpiſed it. 


diction. 


* 2 * * " hed 
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dition ®. Jacob, though deterred by the fear of 
detection, was inſtigated to it by his mother; and after 
he had once enbarked in the ſcheme, we wonder not, 
that he perſevered in it through the moſt deteſtable 

choods. We are, indeed, ſtruck with horror to 
= one lie added to another, and the ſacred name of 
God introduced, as it were, to ſanctify the cheat. But 
we are aware of the deceitfulneſs of ſin; and we ap- 
prehend, that, in general, ſinners go far greater lengths, 
than they intended at firſt, or thought themſelves capa- 
ble of going. It was not enough for him to practiſe 
the fraud of appearing in his brother's raiment, nor 
even to violate the truth in the moſt direct terms, ſay- 
ing, © I am Eſau, thy firſt-born;—I have done ac- 
cording as thou badeſt me:“ but, when queſtioned 
as to the quickneſs with which he had obtained the 
veniſon, he preſumptuouſly and profanely, yet with an 
air of ſanctity, replied, * The Lord thy God brought 
it to me.” And again, when interrogated more cloſely 
by the ſuſpecting father, * Art thou my very fon 
Eſau ?” he ſaid, © I am.“ 

We attempt not a juſtification of ſuch inſidious con- 
duct as this. Let it meet with the abhorrence it deſerves; 
and let others beware of acting the ſame treacherous 
part. We are willing to give Jacob the credit of 
good wiſhes and pious intentions. He aimed at that, 
which was in itſelf defirable and valuable, in a reli- 
gious view. But we abominate the ungenerous and 
very diſhoneſt means by which he effected his purpoſe. 
Let not the principle, of © doing evil that good may 


* Gen. xxvii. 1, &c. 


come, 
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come,” be adopted, in any circumſtances whatever, 
by thoſe who profeſs real godlineſs. Nor let thoſe, 
who are afraid of being betrayed into groſs. enormi- 
ties, allow themſelves to deviate one ſtep from the 
paths of rectitude. If we tranſgreſs at all, we ſhall be 
tempted: to hide our fault, by having recourſe to falſe. 
hood : and one lie, we have ſeen, prepares the way 
for another. A ſecond and a third muſt be told to 
_ conceal the firſt, Who can ſay, where we ſhall be 
able to ſtop? | 
We freely cenſure the ſon, but we conceive the mo- 
ther to be more blamable. She planned the ſcheme, 
and was the main actreſs in it. She propoſed the cheat, 
and encouraged Jacob to adopt it. The caſe is moſt 
awful; and yet, we fear, it frequently occurs. Parents 
are, every where, training up their children in the 


practice of fraud and hypocriſy, as in the preſent in- 


ſtance, for the ſake of advantage. Is not this, indeed, 
the grand deſign of polite education, to initiate young 
perſons in the arts of diſſimulation, in order, as it Is 


ſaid, that they may make their way in the world? 


Poſfibly both Rebekah and Jacob might have a re- 


gard to the intimation, which had been given from Hea- 


ven concerning the precedency of the younger ſon. 
But is it for us to haſten, or by our fooliſh contriv- 
| ances to bring into effect, the divine counſet? Our 
impatient deſires to accompliſh the purpoſes of God 
ariſe from unbelief, and, though they may be ſuffered 
to fucceed, tend rather to embarraſs than relieve us. 
No promiſe in the Bible will ever juſtify us in any the 


God 


ſmalleſt deviation from what is right, Let us leave to 
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Y 
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to him the time, as well as the way, of executing his 


deſigns. True faith will teach us to wait patiently. 


upon Him; for © he that n. ſhall not make 
haſte.” 

Yet we are conſtrained, upon this ſubbed, to ad- 
mire the over- ruling providence of God, who. can or- 
der the ſtubborn wills of men, and even employ their 


ſinful paſſions, to promote the ends of his government, 


without any impeachment of his own holy character. 
How aſtoniſhing is that influence, which he exerciſes 
upon the minds of free agents! They fulfil their own 
choice, and are accountable to him for their conduct; 
and, at the ſame time, he ſo diſpoſes their hearts, as 
to determine all events, and © to do all his pleaſure,” 
Such is the reflection of the pious Biſhop Hall; “God 
does frequently accompliſh his righteous will by our 
weaknefles; yet neither thereby juſtifying our infirmi- 
ties, nor blemiſhing his own actions,” 


The bleſſing was obtained by Jacob, who appeared 


in the habit of his elder brother. Iſaac was permitted 


to be impoſed on, and diſappointed in his expecta- 
tion, that the purpoſe of God might ſtand. Yet, 


though deceived as to the object, miſtaking one ſon for 


another, he ſpake the language of inſpiration, and his 


tongue was directed by an unerring wiſdom, while he 
pronounced, that the divine benediction ſhould accom- 


pany the perſon before him. Whatever temporal fa- 
yours might hereby be intended. for Jacob and his 
poſterity, as wealth, honour, and ſovereign authority ; 
the peculiar privileges of the Covenant were certainly 
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meant to be entailed upon him, and it was implied in 
the ſentence, that the Meſſiah, © He that ſhall have 
dofninion *,” would come out of his loins, and the 
Church of God deſcend from him. 

This high diſtinction would have been conſul 
upon him, in a way more reputable to himſelf, had he 
been content to have waited for it. Though he at- 
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tained the object of his wiſhes, the ſequel will ſhew how | 
he was puniſhed for his deceit. Very foon afterwards, F 
he had occaſion to tremble for his fafety. Efau be- | 
came his enemy, and avowed his intentions of murder, | i 


Jacob was, therefore, baniſhed from his father's houſe, t 
in order to preſerve his life; and, as if he had been a ! 
loſer by the bleſſing, he was immediately compelled to | t 
be an outcaſt and an exile, Even his indulgent mo- a 
ther, Rebekah, propoſed that her favourite ſon ſhould [ 
be ſent away to her native country, upon the pretence 


of his marrying among her kindred, but chiefly that he | T 
might be ſecured from his brother's rage. Iſaac con- n 

| ſented to the plan, and diſmiſſed Jacob in a moſt affec- |} a 
tionate and devout manner, charging him not to be | a 
connected with the idolatrous Canaanites, but to ſeek | h 
a wife out of Laban's family in Meſopotamia F. The 


benediction, before pronounced, was again folemnly 
confirmed; he was acknowledged © The Heir of the 
promiſe,” and prayers were offered up for his welfare 
and proſperity. Yet behold, what a trial of his faith ! 
Though the Covenant was eſtabliſhed i in him, he was 
reduced to a moſt friendleſs and deſtitute condition, and 
expoſed to various perils and ſeverities. He was obliged 


* Numb. xxiv. 19. + Gen. xxviii. 1, &c. 
to 
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to depart, without ſo much as one attendant, and, 
thus utterly unprovided, to enter upon a journey, 
which would have been truly formidable, from the 
length and dangers of it, in the moſt favourable cir- 
cumſtances. 

The queſtion ariſes, © How ſhall we account for 
Jacob's diſmiſſion in ſo forlorn and defenceleſs a ſtate ? 
Or how ſhall we acquit either the father or the mother 
of inattention and cruelty towards him?” It may be 
replied, Perhaps it was neceſſary for him to fly away 
in haſte, and in a ſecret manner, to clude the obſerva- 
tion of Eſau, who might otherwiſe have laid wait for 
him, to deſtroy him. And from this conſideration 
his parents might cheerfully commend him to the care 
and protection of God, in firm dependence upon the 
promiſe. 

Shall we advert to the peculiar deſigns of Providence 
in ſeparating Jacob from his neareſt friends and his 
native country, to be a ſervant in a very diſtant land, 
and for a long ſpace of time? It has been intimated 
already, that he brought the diſtreſs upon himſelf by 
his own treacherous conduct; and therefore whatever 
ſufferings might follow, they ſhould be accounted as a 
juſt puniſhment inflicted on him for his deceit. But 
an additional reaſon may be ſuggeſted. He was to be 
prepared for future ſervices; and to this end it was ap- 
pointed, that he ſhould learn that wiſdom in the ſchool 
of adverſity, which he ſeemed unlikely to attain in his 
former domeſtic ſituation, under the eye of a fond 
mother. In general, we obſerve that thoſe, whom 
God intends to fill up any diſtinguiſhed ftation in his 

| Church, 
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Church, are previouſly fitted for it by moſt painful 
trials. Let the hope, then, of receiving much ſpiritual 
advantage reconcile us to the ſevereſt afflictions. *The 
Lord God may promote our higheſt interefts by thoſe 
very diſpenſations, which we dread or complain of as 
the heavieſt evils. 

We are now called to accompany the exiled Patri- 


of more than four hundred miles. Little is told us of 
what befell him by the way, We are required to ſtop 
with him only at one place, which was-ever afterwards 
rendered famous by what happened to'him at that time. 
The poor benighted traveller was conſtrained to lie 
down to reſt in a moſt defenceleſs ſituation, with no 
better accommodation than the cold carth for his bed, 
and a ſtone for his pillow. But this was a ſeaſon 'to 
be much remembered, probably the happieſt period in 
his life. The ground on which he lay, ſeemed to be 
conſecrated by the remarkable tranſactions of that night, 
and thence obtained the ſignificant name of Berner, or 
the houſe of God. While he ſlept, he was favoured 
with a moſt ſingular viſion, in which his deyout aſto- 
niſhment was excited, as well by the glorious ap- 
pearance which he ſaw, as by the words which were 
ſpoken to him. He clearly perceived a communication 
carried on between heaven and earth, by means of a 
company of bright ſpirits, the Angels of God, aſcend- 
ing and deſcending upon a ladder, which joined this 
lower world to the world above; and at the top there- 
of, as directing and controlling the whole, ſtood the 
Lord God Almighty, manifeſting ſome outward token 


T of 
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arch, through wild and inhoſpitable deſerts, for a journey 
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of his majeſty. While Jacob mae the won - 
drous fight, a voice was heard from the excellent 
glory, addreſſed immediately to him. The benedic- 
tion, his father had pronounced, was then confirmed 
to him by God himſelf, who declared, that the very 
land, on which he ſlept, ſhould be given for a poſſeſ- 
ſion to him and to his ſeed, which ſhould be nume- 
rous * as the duſt of the earth, and that One of his 
poſterity in particular (the very Saviour promiſed from 


the beginning) ſhould be raiſed up, to be an extenſive 


bleſſing,” even to all the different families of the hu- 
man race. The Lord added, that in every place He 
himſelf would be with him, to protect and proſper him, 
would conduct him back again to Canaan, and not 
leave him, till he had fully accomplifhed his es 
of mercy concerning him. 

Jacob awoke, confeſſed the preſence of * Godhead; 


and felt an impreſſion of the moſt profound reverence, 


when he conſidered before whom he ſtood, Conſtrain- 


ed by a ſenſe of the divine goodneſs, and encouraged by 
theſe aſſurances of favour, he raiſed a monument of 
gratitude, the very ſtone on which his head had reſted, 
and took of the oil, which was probably part of his 
ſcanty proviſions, to conſecrate the pillar to God. 
There alſo, he bound himſelf by the moſt ſolemn en- 
gagemints, to © avouch the Lord to be his God,” to 
worſhip Him in that very place, upon his return to 
Canaan, and to devote to His ſervice the tenth part of 
all his ſubſtance. 

We cannot but perceive, that the conſolations, here 


adminiſtered, were exactly ſuited to relieve the diſtrffles 
| of 
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of Jacob: nor can we doubt, that, after what he had 


ſeen and heard that night, he proceeded upon his jour- 
ney with cheerfulneſs and vigour. The viſion of the 
ladder, reaching from earth to heaven, ſeemed intended 
to repreſent the divine Providence engaged for his be- 
nefit, and making uſe of the miniſtry of Angels to pre- 
ſerve and bleſs him. This was further explained and 
comfirmed by the expreſs declaration of God. And 
after ſuch an aſſurance, what had Jacob to fear? May 
we not aſk alſo, Have not Believers, in every age, the 
ſame ground of confidence? Is not the God of Jacob 
bound by his own promiſe to be their God ? Under a 


firm perſuaſion, then, of this great truth, they may 


rejoice, and ſing, © God is our refuge and ſtrength, a 
very preſent help in trouble. Therefore will we not fear, 
though the earth be removed, and though the moun- 
rains be carried into the midft of the ſea, The Lord of 
hoſts is with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge “.“ 
It is likewiſe generally found, and it is a delightful 
thought, that the Lord affords his people ſeaſonable 


relief, and that when outward comforts are withdrawn, 


then in a peculiar manner He manifeſts his love and 
preſence with them, and makes all conſolations to 
abound in them by the Holy Ghoſt. 

What Jacob ſaw in this viſion, is (till more clearly 


repreſented to us in the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. By 


Him alone, a communication is opened between God 
and ſinners. The righteous Lord can now come down 
to us in mercy, and we can aſcend up to him, through 
the mediation of his Son. To bring into effect his 


* Pſal. xlvi. 1, 2, 7. | fel 
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tt counſel of peace,” he employs the * of Angels, 
who not only © aſcended and deſcended upon the Son 
of man, during his abode on earth, but are com- 
miſſioned with the moſt gracious embaſſjes, and, even to 
this day, © ſent forth to miniſter for them who ſhall be 
heirs of ſalvation *.“ 

It has been ſuppoſed by Cane; and wich much pro- 
bability, that in the remarkable night, of which we 
are ſpeaking, an important change took place in Jacob's 
character, and that he then firſt became acquainted . 
with true religion, and poſſeſſed of right principles. 
However this might be, we certainly obſerve a greater 
conſiſtency of conduct in him from that time; and, 
whatever he had been before, it will appear, that, 
ſom this ſolemn dedication of himſelf to God, he 
continued faithful to his vows, and walked: n in 
the Covenant. 

How neceſſary is the inquiry, Are e devoted to the 
Lord? Or, have we ever ſeriouſly entered upon a reli- 
gious life? Have we given up ourſelves unfeignedly 
to Him, who made us? In dependence on his own 
promiſe,” have we: © avouched the Lord to be our 
God?” Then, like Jacob, "we muſt maintain a holy 
conſtancy in his ways, and labour to fulfil our engage- 
ments. But ah ! we obſerve, that many reſt fatisfied 
in an external profeſſion of godlineſs, and moſt awfully 
leceive themſelves and others. How numerous the 
tribe of formaliſts and hypocrites, who ſay, They are the 
Lord's, and yet expreſs no real earneſtneſs to pleaſe 
him! | 

* Johni. 51. Heb. i. 14. 
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In accompanying Jacob through the remai of 
his long and dangerous journey, we meet with no other 
incidents to detain us. He travelled in ſafety under 
the divine protection, and was conducted to the very 
place he aimed at, where Laban, his mother's bro- 
ther, dwelt . We cannot help remarking, that cir- 
cumſtances, which may be thought trifling and acci- 
dental, frequently determine a man's conduct and ſitu- 


. ation through the moſt important parts of his life. 


Thus it was with Jacob, His firſt meeting with Ra- 
chel in the field, to whom he tendered his kind ſervices 
in watering her father's flocks, probably decided his 
future fortune in that country. It ſhould ſeem, that 
his heart was immediately attached to her, and that his 
attention was recompenſed with a ſuitable return of af- 
fection. He was received by Laban with great appear- 
ance of friendſhip and eſteem ; but Laban, whoſe dif- 
poſition was that of a fordid, oppreſſive miſer, endea- 
voured only to make an advantage of his Relation. 
Moſt readily, therefore, he embraced Jacob's propoſal 


to ſerve him for ſeven years, on condition of obtaining 
his beloved Rachel to wife. The paſſion of Jacob was 
honourable, and what he did not ſtudy to conceal: and 


though the ſervitude, to which he had bound himſelf, 
was moſt ſevere and rigorous, it was ſweetened by his 
intercourſe with Rachel, and by the proſpect of ſoon 
completing his wiſhes, © The ſeven years feemed 
unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her.” 


But, at the expiration of the period, he was diſap- 


pointed of the object of his deſire, by the baſe artifice 


Gen. xxix 1, &c. 


of 
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of her father, who contrived to ſecure to himſelf the 
very profitable ſervice of his nephew. Inſtead of Ra- 
che; therefore, Leah was impoſed upon Jacob. £ 
The conduct of Laban we mult condemn as trea- 
cherous and baſe, in every view ; 'but can we forbear 
obſerving, that, in the providence of God, this was 
deſigned to be a juſt puniſhment to Jacob, for his own 
inſidious treatment of his brother ? He, who had prac- 
tiſed deceit, was now made to feel the evil of it, in a 
moſt painful manner. Nor is it an unfrequent caſe 
and it is wiſely ordered by the righteous Governor of 
all, that ſinners are ſeverely ſcourged for their wicked- 
neſs, by ſuffering the very ſame diſtreſſes, which they 
have brought upon others. May we learn to be cir- 
cumſpect in all things! l | 
We cannot juſtify Jacob in adding one wife to an- 
other; but we do not wonder at his acceding to Laban's 
propoſal, that he ſhould receive the woman of his 
choice, on condition of ſerving him ſeven other years. 
It was unwiſe, * and unlawful; but it is probable, that, 
had the original engagement with him been fulfilled, 
he would never have ſought another partner of his 
bed, beſides Rachel. Surely no argument in favour 
of Polygamy will be derived from this example. If we 
look to the ſequel, enough will appear to prove, that 
the practice muſt ever tend to introduce confuſion and 
miſery into a family, and have the worſt influence on 


the morals and diſpoſition of the rifing generation, 
The motley brood, born to Jacob,. (ſome of them 


being moſt flagitious) were © as thorns in his ſides.” . 
The original appointment, that two. only ſhould be 
1 joined 
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joined together, appears moſt favourable to domeſtic WM 
happineſs, and to the religious education of children, b 
« Wherefore one?” _ the Prophet) © That he p 
might ſeek a godly feed *. DW: 
We attend not to the vexatious baile of. Jacob's 4 be 
wives; obſerving only, that, while for fourteen years in 
together he was oppreſſed by Laban's ſordid and tyran- bc 
nical diſpoſition, expoſed to the burning heat of the ſun } 
by day, and to the damps and chilling froſts of the of 
night, he enjoyed not much comfort at home f. While uſe 
an increaſing progeny demanded his attention and ſup- dif 
port, envy and ſtrife diſtracted - his little circle, and pri 
embittered even his retired moments. He was tried in | the 
the barrenneſs of Rachel, his moſt favoured partner; | the 
and it ſeems that her unreaſonable and peeviſh com- lou 
plaints, for a while at leaſt, ſoured his ſpirit. Ah! was 
how often does one angry ſpeech beget another; and a this 
warmth of temper, for a moment, interrupt the cloſeſt on 
union, which may never perhaps be cemented again, vou 
with the ſame firmneſs as before ! low 
Years before At, length he had a ſon by Rachel: but | and 
Cui, 1745- his ſervitude, under fuch an exactor as La- putt 
ban, became very irkſome; and no ſooner was the | of th 
Ripulated term expired, than he deſired to be diſmiſſed, - | nitio 
that he might be in a ſituation to provide for his fa- | to b 
mily. This did not ſuit the covetous diſpoſition of ſuch, 
I aban, who had found, that his flocks and herds had temp 
proſpered exceedingly under the care of Jacob, and | Conc 
was conſtrained to aſcribe it, not only to his faithful- | truſti 
neſs, but to the bleſſing of God upon him. He, there- WM conv« 
* Mal. ii. 15. Gen. Xxx, I, &c. xxxi. 40. 
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fore, requeſted his continuance; and it was agreed 


between them, that all the cattle, which ſhould be 
produced of a peculiar deſcription, ſhould be Jacob's 
property. It was expected clearly, that theſe would 
be inconſiderable in number; but very ſoon the chief 
increaſe was in Jacob's favour, and Laban's ſtock was 
both diminiſhed and of a feebler kind. 

It has been doubted, what opinion ſhould be formed 
of Jacob's conduct, in the expedient which he made 
uſe of, It has been condemned as treacherous and 
diſhoneſt. But ic may be replied, that no natural 
principles will account for the ſucceſs of his ſcheme; 
the Lord God only could make it efficacious; and 
therefore Jacob's riches were given him in a miracu- 
lous manner. And it ſhould ſeem alſo, that the plan 
was ſuggeſted to him by immediate revelation ; and'in 
this view the Patriarch acted only in faith, depending 
on the divine promiſe : accordingly, to God he de- 
youtly aſcribed the praiſe *.—Shall not we likewiſe al- 
low that“ The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich;“ 
and that He has various ways, in his providence, © of 
putting down one, and ſetting up another “ Changes 
of this kind are ſo frequent, as to be a continual admo- 
nition to thoſe, who have the largeſt poſſeſſions, © not 
to be high-minded,” and to encourage the hopes of 
ſuch, as are moſt depreſſed in the world. What other 
temper or conduct becomes us, but to leave all our 
concerns with Him, who has a right to diſpoſe of us, 
truſting and praying, that He would © feed us with food 


convenient for us? 
1 See Gen, xxxi. 9— 12. | 
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Jacob became rich; and yet his difficulties were not 


removed, but rather increaſed. He was envied and 
lighted by Laban's family, and his ſituation rendered 
moſt uncomfortable, through their ſurly Jooks and cruel 
van bene ſpeeches ®, At length the Lord God in- 


; Chriſt, 2759. terpoſed, and, by an expreſs revelation, di- 
rected Jacob to return to Canaan, promiſing to be 
with him, to bleſs and protect him. Still he was afraid 


of Laban, who, he knew, would be averſe to the pro- 
poſal, and might prevent his removal. He, there- 
fore, took the opportunity of communicating the di- 


vine command to his wives, while Laban was engaged 


at a diſtance, and, having obtained their conſent, he 


ſet forwards immediately, with all his property, and as 


ſecretly as poſſible, to follow the guidance of —_ 
and go to his aged parent, Iſaac. 

One circumſtance ſurpriſes and grieves us, His 
beloved Rachel is ſaid to have ſtolen Laban's gods. 
It is not difficult to conjecture, for what purpoſe theſe 
were introduced by the father, or taken away by the 
daughter. A reaſon muſt be given, which will not be 
favourable to the character of either. But it may ſerve 


to ſhew, why it became expedient to remove Jacob 


and his. family from the place, where idolatry was 


- gaining ground, and his neareſt relations were already, 


in ſome meaſure, ſeduced into it. For this very 
cauſe, we apprehend, the Lord God in mercy ſuf- 
fered him to be expoſed to the moroſeneſs and cruelty 
of Baban and his ions, that he might be the more 


willing to quit a ſituation, which, though profitable, 


* Gen. xxxi. 15, &c. 
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vas become moſt dangerous to the intereſts of true re- 


lig 
_ here, for the preſent, we 3 what have 
we learnt from the preceding hiſtory? Jacob, the heir 


of the promiſe, the favourite of Heaven, was haraſſed 


with many and ſore afflictions. Others remain to be 
conſidered. But already, we have ſeen him under 
{ome moſt diſtreſſing trials; obliged to fly from his fa- 
ther's houſe, like a vagabond or a criminal ;—for 
fourteen years in a ſtate of ſervitude ;—for ſix more, 


though proſpering in outward circumſtances, vexed 


in his own family, and inſulted by his other kin- 
dred ;—and then, at laſt, compelled to ſteal away in 
order to evade the craft or the violence of Laban. 


Thus Jacob was admoniſhed to ſeek his happineſs 


above. And have not we, alſo, enough to remind us, 


that © here we have no continuing city?“ We might 
be diſpoſed to take up our reſt in this world, and for- 
get our ſituation and character, as ſtrangers and pil- 


grims. But one calamity upon another is ſent to 


wean our hearts from preſent things, and to call away 
our affections to a nobler object. © Ariſe ye, and de- 
part, for this is not your reſt.” 

Where are thoſe, who have in view the heavenly 
Canaan? You will not complain, that yout plans, 
for obtaining complete ſatisfaction upon earth, are 


broken. You perceive the divine wiſdom and good- 


neſs in your ſevereſt diſappointments. They are cal- 
culated to detach you from your deareſt poſſeſſions 
and enjoyments, and to make you long to be at home, 

4 where 
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where your Father is. Thither direct your eager . 
ſteps ; nor fear a happy iſſue, The God, who was 
the guide and defence of Jacob, will be with you 1n 
the way, by which you go, and © will not leave you 
until he have done that, which he has ſpoken to 
you of.“ 
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Jacob, delivered from Laban—wreſiled with God re- 
ceived by Eſau: with the utmoſt æindugſs —ſeltled at Suc- 
coth—removed to Bethel, and there had @ freſh revela. 
tion—buried Rachel, and Iſaac—partial to Joſeph— 
mourned for him —ſent his ſons into Eg ypt—bheard of 
Joſeph, and went to him—qntroduced to Pharaoh. 
died in faith. | 


TRE venerable Patriarch, whoſe character is under 
our conſideration, had various removals from one 
country to another, during his ſtate of pilgrimage; 
but, in all the changes of his life, the faithfulneſs and 
the mercy of God towards him were moſt conſpicuous. 
Expoſed to many dangers, oppreſſed, inſulted, perſe- 
cuted by furious adverſaries, yet he was fafe under the 
protection of an almighty arm. Though he was driven 
from kingdom to kingdom, his motions were all or- 
dered by unerring wiſdom. He was guided, preſerv- 
ed, and comforted by the God of heaven, who ſtood 
engaged by folemn covenant never to leave him nor 
forſake him,—Let us remember, that our happineſs 
depends not upon the place, where we dwell, or upon 
any external circumſtances. If we be favoured with 
the divine preſence, it is comparatively of little con- 
ſequence, what ſituation may be appointed for us, in 


hat town, or even in what nation we may take up 
| our 
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our abode. We know, who hath ſaid, « will ſet 


my ſanctuary in the midſt of them ;''—< 1 will dwell 
in them, and walk in them *,” We have followed 
Jacob as an exile from his father's family to the dif- 
tant land of Meſopotamia, where we have ſeen him, 
for many years together, as a hired ſervant; and after- 
wards, though increaſing in goods, fo cruelly treated 
by envious Relations, that he was willing to forego the 


proſpects of further gain, to ſeek an aſylum with his 


aged parent in Canaan, We are now to accompany 
him upon his return, as a fugitive indeed, but für- 
rounded with a numerous houſehold and a large train 
of attendants; which was a condition very different to 
that, wherein he had fled from home. He ſtole away 
from Laban, not ungenerouſly, but compelled by the 
cruel uſage of that covetous and oppreſſive kinſman. 
In this long and perilous journey, our Patriarch, though 
the immediate care of Heaven, had ſome tremendous 
trials to encounter. Never had he more occaſion for 
the exerciſe of faith; and never did he prove the value 
and comfort of religion, more than in the preſent in- 
ſtance, Laban purſued him; Eſau was advancing to 
meet him; both intent on his deſtruction ; yet neither 


of them was permitted to hurt him. Both were on 


the very point of executing their purpoſe ; and both 
were prevented, by the immediate interpoſition of God 
in his favour. Let Iſrael therefore ſay, © If it had 
not been the Lord, who was on our ſide, when men 


roſe up againſt us; then they had ſwallowed us up 


quick, when their wrath was kindled againſt us f.“ | 


* Bzek. xxxvii. 26. 2 Cor. vi. 16, + Pſal. cxxiv. 1, &c- 


To 


8 JACOB 219 


To reſtrain the fury of Laban, who had followed him 
with the deſign, if not to offer violence to his perſon, 
at leaſt to plunder him of all his ſubſtance, the Lord 
appeared in a dream, rebuking that unjuſt and avarici- 
ous man, and charging him to do no injury to Jacob ®, 
An interview took place, in which we obſerve the 
Patriarch, with all that ſimplicity and magnanimity 
which a conſciouſneſs of integrity will inſpire, defend- 
ing his own character and conduct, and daring to make 
the appeal to his accuſer, © What is my treſpaſs? 
What is my fin?” Laban's ſcheme was defeated, and 
perhaps for that ſeaſon his heart was ſoftened. He 
requꝭ ſted, that a compact of amity might be made 
between them, to which Jacob readily conſented, and 
thereby teſtified the meek and pacific diſpoſition of his 
mind. We are pleaſed to perceive the conteſt iſſuing 
in a friendly entertainment, and both parties pledging 
their faith, by all the ſolemnities of religious rites, 
and promiſing to abſtain from all hoſtile attempts upon 
each other. | 

Reſcued from this perilous ſituation, Jacob purſued 


his journey; and by the way (probably to encourage 


his hope, and to prepare him for ſucceeding trials) a 
hoſt of Angels appeared to him Ff. Thoſe © miniſter- 
ing ſpirits,” we apprehend, were ſent from heaven, 
on purpoſe to aſſure him of the divine ſupport ; and 
of ſuch ſupport he then ſtood in eſpecial need. Ano- 
ther and more formidable difficulty awaited him. The 
dread of his brother's anger filled him with perplexity. 
Alas! how ſoon do we forget paſt deliverances ! How 


* Gen. xxxi. 22, &c. + Gen. xxxii. I, &e. 
| ſoon 
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ſoon; are we dejected at the approach. of every new 
danger! Yet Jacob's conduct upon that occaſion diſ- 
covered both prudence and piety. When he drew near 
to the poſſeſſions of Eſau, he ſent meſſengers before 
him, in order to announce his coming, and thus to 
procure him a favourable reception. He had flattered 
himſelf, doubtleſs, that the ancient quarrel was for- 
gotten; but was then informed, that Eſau was advanc- 
ing againſt him with an armed body of four hundred 
men. The intelligence, which was truly alarming, 
excited in Jacob the utmoſt conſternation. He trem- 
bled for himſelf, —for his wives and his children, —eſpe- 
cially for his beloved Rachel and her favourite ſon Jo- 
ſeph. What was to be done? To oppoſe force by 


force was impracticable in his ſituation. But pruden- | 


tial means, and thoſe to which Jacob's diſpoſition ra- 
ther inclined him, were adopted. Not to mention, 


that he divided his numerous train into two bands, ſo 


that, if one were cut off, the other might eſcape ; with 
much diſcretion, as well as with great meekneſs of 
ſpirit, he prepared, and ſent before him, ſome very 
valuable preſents for Eſau, profeſſing ſubjection to him, 

and ſoliciting regard. | | 
This was not all: it was not the chief expedient. 
Whither ſhall a ſervant of God fly, in extreme diſtreſs; 
but to the throne of grace ? There is his laſt, his beſt 
reſource ; and there alone are ſecurity and conſolation 
to be found. It is obſervable alſo, that afflictions make 
us feel the unſpeakable value of this privilege, and 1n- 
creaſe our fervency in prayer. Thus Jacob, under the 
dread of his brother, cried mightily to Heayen, with 
| deep 


deep humiliation and with ively faith, urging his peti- 
tions for deliverance with pleas derived from the Cove- 
nant, the promiſes, and the paſt mercies of God. It 
ſhould ſeem that Jacob ſpent a conſiderable part of the 
night, previous to his meeting Eſau, in earneſt ſup- 
plication, and received an immediate and abundant 
recompence. 1 


A very ſingular circumſtance! is | deſcribed; which; in 


the ſimple narration of the fact, may appear dark and 


myſterious ; but ſo much at leaſt will be clear and in- 


diſputable, as may ſerve to encourage our moſt impor- 


tunate application to God, and an unſhaken truſt in 
Him. Jacob was left alone, having ſent the Whole 
of his family before him, that with leſs interruption 
he might ſeek help and comfort from above: 45 and 
there wreſtled a man with him, until the breakinglof 
the day.“ We are led to inquire, Who was the per- 
ſon; and what the nature, purpoſe, and iſſue of the 


conteſt? It was One in human ſhape, but of a rank 


ſuperior to our ſpecies, who came as an adverſary to 
Jacob, while he was praying to be delivered from his 
brother's fury. It was an Angel, the great Angel of 
the Covenant, who frequently manifeſted himſelf to his 
ancient ſaints in the ſame way, as partaker of our fleſh: 
and the Patriarch afterwards perceived, it was no other 
than © The Lord from heaven” for he ſaid, « ] have 
{cen Gob face to face.” This divine perſon ſtood to 
oppoſe his ſervant, as it were to reſiſt his entrance 


into Canaan ; but in gracious condeſcenſion he ſuffered 


Jacob to contend with him, and put ſtrength into him 
to maintain the conteſt, and even to prevail. The vic- 
tory 
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tory was yielded; but the conqueror was made to feel 


and to remember his own weakneſs. By a touch of the 
Angel, Jacob's thigh was out of joint; and fo it con- 
tinued, in order that it might be a ſtanding memorial 
of the tranſaction, He confeſſed, then, the ſuperiority 
and the high dignity of his heavenly antagonift ; but 
at the ſame time, he was encouraged to form that holy 
determination, © I will not let thee go, except thon 
bleſs me. This alſo, which was the requeſt (we had 
almoſt ſaid, the claim) of faith, was granted; and, in 
reftimony of his acceptance, a new name was given 
him, which ſhould perpetuate the remembrance of his 
prevalency with God: Thy name (ſaid the Angel) 
mall be called no more Jacob, but IsRAEL; for as a 
prince haſt thou power with God, and with men, and 
haſt prevailed. And He bleſſed him there. Struck 
with the amazing grace of the divine Viſitant, the 
Patriarch expreſſed his gratitude, and commemorated 


the kindneſs he had experienced in that night, whilſt 


he called the place by a ſignificant title, Pex1er ; “ For 
(faid he) I have ſeen God face to face, and my life 
is preſerved.” - 

The ſituation of Jacob may lead us to a probable 
conjecture, reſpecting the deſign of this very ſingular 
occurrence. It ſeems intended to repreſent to him the 
approaching oppoſition of his brother Efau, which 
filled him with terror; but, by the iſſue of his conflict 
with the Angel, he -was taught to expect, that God 
would, in the end, grant him good ſucceſs. 

The nature of the agony, on Jacob's part, appears 
to have conſiſted, principally, in the ſtrongeſt and moſt 

importunate 


— 


Ty 


e 
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importunate cries for help and deliverance. And to 
that interpretation we are directed by the comment of 
an inſpired Prophet ; * By his ſtrength he had power 
with God; yea, he had power over the Angel, and 
prevailed: he wept and made ſupplication unto 
him “.“ | | 

It will become us to inquire, What inſtruction is 
hereby conveyed to us? This little hiſtory ſtands as 
a monument, to all ages, of the Lord's faithfulneſs and 
love towards thoſe who fear him. ' Every child of the 
promiſe, every true Iſraelite, like his father Jacob, 
will not only know the way of acceſs to God, but, as 
it were, wreſtle with Him in a ſpiritual agony, im- 


portunately pleading for mercy, and reſolving not to 


deſiſt from the moſt fervent petitions, till ſome favour- 
able anſwer be received. Nor is it preſumption thus 
to beſiege the throne of grace: the command, the pro- 
miſe of God encourage us to it. Our Lord himſelf has 
taught us, That men ought always to pray, and not 
to faint +.” We ſhall not, indeed, © be heard for our 
much ſpeaking,” yet thoſe only will obtain the bleſſing, 
who ſo aſk it, as to prove that they moſt cordially de- 
fire it, and who, by a holy violence, wreſt it out of 
the hands of God 4. He will ſuffer himſelf to be over- 
come by his praying people, and “no good thing will 
he with hold from them $.” He will arm them for the 
conflicts, which await them ; the greater their extre- 


mity is, the more will his power and love be manifeſted 


in their ſupport and deliverance; and, ere long, they 


„Hol. xi. 3,4. + Lak. xviii. 1. 
1 Matt. xi. 12, $ Pfal. IXxxiv. 11. 
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ſhall be © more than eee, through, him that loved 
them “.“ | 

Divine nk have; a Dre) ay to pre- 
pare the ſoul for trials, and inſpire it with courage to 
reſiſt its ſtrongeſt enemies. What then had Jacob to 
fear from man, favoured as he was with repeated and 
clear teſtimonies, that the God of heaven was on his 


ſide? We doubt not that the Patriarch purſued his 


journey from PenveL with alacrity and fortitude, 


though he had every thing to apprehend from Eſau's 
fury, But the firmeſt confidence in God does not ſu- 


perſede the uſe of all proper means to obtain relief; 
With admirable prudence, therefore, Jacob ſent for- 
ward his preſents to Eſau, and inſtructed the different 
parts of his large company to ſpeak to him with ſuch 
meekneſs of wiſdom, as might tend to appeaſe his an- 
ger, and produce a reconciliation. At length he drew 
near, and bowed himſelf ſeven times before him . The 
effect was ſuch as he deſired: his prayers were anſwer» 
ed. The ſtorm, he had ſo much dreaded, was ſud- 
denly blown over, and a delightful calm ſucceeded. 


Inſtead of a fierce or bloody conflict, we behold no- 


thing but marks of the warmeſt affection between the 
two brothers, as if there had never been any variance 
or contention. Eſau, melted down to kindneſs, and 
forgetting his deſigns of violence againſt Jacob,“ ran 
to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, 
and kiſſed him: and they wept.” Tokens of mutual 
regard were exchanged between them; and they parted 
from each other in peace and love. 


Gen. xxx/ii, 1, &c.. 


* Rom. viii. 37. : 
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This was a ſingular event. Never was there a more 


| ſtriking proof of the truth of Solomon's obſervation, 


A ſoft anſwer turneth away wrath “.“ May we learn, 


for our own fake, if not for that of others, to © oyer- 


come evil with good F.” 

But in Jacob's deliverance from Eſau and Laban, 
the two furious adverſaries, who were coming againſt 
him, we are conftrained to acknowledge the di- 
vine interpoſition. * The Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth,” and exerciſeth a ſtrong influence, even 
over thoſe who obſtinately refuſe ſubmiſſion. They 
caſt off their obedience to him, and yet they fulfil 
his purpoſes; to accompliſh which, they frequently 


renounce their own plahs, though they can aſſign 


no 'reaſon for their ſudden change of conduct. In 
this view, thoſe, who are poſſeſſed of higheſt power, 
are but as His vaſſals, and employed as His inſtru- 
ments, to effect the very ſchemes they had intended to 
defeat. © The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, 
as the rivers of water; He turneth it whitherſoever he 
will ©,” The conſideration may well fill us with re- 
verence and awe before the Almighty Sovereign, at 
whoſe entire diſpoſal we are. Thoſe, who have com- 
mitted themſelves to his care, may derive encourage- 
ment from the ſubject. Though many dangers beſet 
them, and, like Jehoſhaphat, they * know not what 
to do d;“ He, whom they ſerve, can inſtantly blaſt the 
deſigns of their moſt formidable oppoſers, or convert 
them into cordial friends. When a man's ways 


* Prov. xv. 1. + Rom, x1, 21. 
4 Prov. xxi. 1. | $ 2 Chron. xx. 12. 
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pleaſe the Lord, He maketh even his enemies to be at 
peace with him “.“ 

The two brothers, we have ſeen, ſeparated with 
mutual profeſſions of benevolence: and Jacob, having 
arrived at the land of Canaan, prepared a ſettlement for 
himſelf and his family. He built him an houſe at Suc- 
coth, and bought a field at Shechem, where alſo he 
erected an altar, in order to teſtify his gratitude to that 
God who had preſerved him, and to call the attention 
of the idolatrous people around him to true religion, 
In this place, probably, the Patriarch might indulge 
the pleaſing hope of obtaining a fixed abode after his 
weariſome journies, and expect to ſee an end of his 
troubles.—Alas! we are all prone to flatter ourſelves, 
in a time of eaſe, that our trials are over, when, it 
may be, we are but juſt entering on the conflict. We 
are deſirous to gain an eſtabliſhed reſidence, and con- 
ſider ourſelves at home, where we are but ſojourners 
for a ſhort ſeaſon, and where we ſhall find no reſt for 
the ſole of our foot. 

How ſoon were Jacob's proſpeAs clouded ! Inſtead 
of repoſe and comfort, yn his external circumſtances 
he had little elſe but vexation and diſappointment. 
Ere long, ſome threatening ſtorms gathered around 
him. But, under them all, we ſhall perceive the good 
man ſupported by the conſolations of God. 

Vans ter Dinah, his only daughter, brought herſelf 
Chriſt, 2732 and him to ſhame, whilſt, through her vanity 
and love of pleaſure, ſhe ventured among “ the 
daughters of the land,“ and then fell a prey to the luſt 


Prov. xvi. 7. 


of 
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of a neighbouring prince“. This was not all. The 
heart of the pious parent, bleeding for the ſin of one 
child, was pierced with ſtill deeper ſorrows for the baſe 
treachery and wanton barbarity of two of his ſons. 
The young men, Simeon and Levi, to avenge the in- 
jury done to their ſiſter, firſt deceived the Shechemites, 


under the pretence of bringing them over to their reli- 


gion, then plundered the city, and deſtroyed all the 
males that were therein. Upon this occaſion, Jacob 
was almoſt overwhelmed, and gave way to many 
gloomy apprehenſions. © Ye have troubled me (ſaid 
he), to make me to ſtink among the inhabitants of the 
land : and, I being few in number, they ſhall gather 


_ themſelves together againſt me, and ſlay me; and I 


ſhall be deſtroyed, I and my houſe.” 

Our fears are ever ready to magnify our danger. 
Perhaps Jacob might for a while loſe ſight of the pro- 
miſe, and © ſtagger through unbelief.” But we own 
there appeared juſt ground for his alarm, circumſtanced 
as he then was; and it is to be aſcribed only to the 
divine interpoſition, that both he and his family were 
not entirely cut off. The Lord was his guide and de- 
fence; and therefore, to preſerve him from the violent 
aſſaults, which the Canaanites would have made upon 
him, He commanded him to remove to Bethel, the 
very place, where he had been firſt favoured, with the 
revelations of God, in the day of his extremity +. The 
pious Patriarch obeyed ; and inſtantly prepared'to dedi- 
cate himſelf anew to the ſervice of his God. In what 
way ſhall we expect communications with Heaven? 


Gen. xxxiv. I, &c. + XXXV. 1, Kc. 
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Let us learn from Jacob, eſpecially when we are going 
to ſeal our vows before the Lord, to © put away the 
evil of our doings,” and to © walk in our houſe with a 
perfect heart: For how ſhall the Holy One of Iſrael 
viſit us, if He behold | iniquity in our tents ?—Immedi- 
ately, therefore, Jacob ſet himſelf to purge his family 


from the idolatry, which, it ſeems, had crept in 
among them: and while, with uprightneſs of mind | 


and unfeigned devotedneſs, he ſought the Lord, he 
obtained a moſt gracious anſwer, Former promiſes 
were confirmed, and the everlaſting Covenant was 


again declared to be eſtabliſhed in him and in his ſeed. 


This was a memorable ſeaſon ; and herein the conduct 
of Jacob appears moſt amiable. We cannot but per- 
ceive in him the cleareſt marks of warmeſt gratitude 
and moſt fervent piety towards God. Hence the altar 
was built, and inſcribed to the God of Bethel; hence 
a monumental pillar, to perpetuate the tranſaction, was 
erected; and other religious rites were performed, 


Are not we alſo under the higheſt obligations to 


ſeek the Lord? We expect not, indeed, the ſame 
kind of immediate revelations from him ; nor are they 


needed. But, in a very important ſenſe, He will be 


found of them who ſeek him. Where, then, 1s the 
place, which has witneſſed our vows to him, or inter- 
courſe with him? Is there no Bethel, to which we 
can refer, where the Lord has bleſſed us, and where we 
have ſet up a pillar for his name ? | 
We mentioned the danger of Jacob's being purſued 
by the enraged Canaanites. It appears, that they had 
formed ſome delign of violence againſt him, and were 


reſtrained, 
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reftrained, by a ſecret influence upon their minds, 
from carrying it into execution.“ TE TERROR OF 
(ob was upon the cities that were round about them, 
and they did not purſue after the {ons of Jacob *.” He, 
who has the care of his own people, can never want 
means to defend them/; and, even where no outward 


means are uſed, in an inviſible but moſt powerful mat, 


ner he wards off aſſaults from them, and pleads their 
cauſe againſt their adverſaries. © Who art thou, then, 
that thou ſhouldeſt be afraid of a man that ſhall die. 
and forgetteſt the Lord thy Maker, - and haſt feared 
continually every day, becauſe of the fury of the oppreſ- 
ſor, as if he were ready to deſtroy? And where is the 
fury of the oppreſſor ?“ | 

Jacob removed from place to place in the land of 
Canaan. But, though in Covenant with God, and 
conducted in ſafety under His protection, he met new 
difficulties in almoſt every new ſituation. As he tra- 
velled from Bethel, Rachel, his moſt beloved partner, 
was ſuddenly taken from him, and in ſuch circum- 
ſtances as muſt have greatly aggravated his diſtreſs, 
She brought forth Benjamin, and expired. Soon after- 
wards he ſuffered extremely through the baſe behaviour 


of Reuben, his firſt-born, who defiled the bed, by 


committing inceſt with Bilhah, the wife, of his own 
father. The uncleanneſs alſo of Judah, his marriage 
with a Canaanitiſh woman, and his unnatural connec- 
tion with his own daughter-in-law, mult have been be- 
yord meaſure afflictive to the pious parent . — Ah! 
what a checkered ſcene is human life! How many oc- 


* Gen. xxxv. 5. + Iſa. Ii. 12, 13. Þ Gen. xxxviii. 1, &e. 
75 | 1 currences 
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* 


currences may imbitter the ſweeteſt comforts ! It is not 
eaſy to ſay, whether our ſharpeſt trials ariſe from the 
loſs of dear and valuable friends, or from the perverſe- 
neſs and miſconduct of thoſe, who are left behind. 
Our Patriarch came at length to Tſaac, his vene- 
rable fire, who was ſtill living; and, it ſhould ſeem, 
they enjoyed ſome years of tranquillity in the mot pleaſ- 
ing ſociety with each other. But the hour of ſepara» 
tion muſt arrive, and break the ties of the cloſeſt uni- 
„ Oh Iſaac gave up the ghoſt; and the 
Obritt 1716. painful office, of committing their honoured 
father to the grave, devolved upon his ſons. On that 
occaſion we obſerve the two brothers, Jacob and Eſau, 
concurring in the ſame filial duty; from which we con- 
clude, there was a firm and permanent reconciliation 
between them. 
We have already perceived the good man before us 
much affficted, on account of the ſhameful practices 
he had witneſſed in his own offspring; and it will be 
allowed that trials of this nature are peculiarly diſtreſſ- 
ing. We are haſtening to others of like ſort, which 
were far heavier to him than all he had before met with, 
and almoſt proved ſuperior to his ſtrength. And yet 
to himſelf may be attributed much of the following 
calamity. He laid the foundation for deſtructive jea- 
louſies among his children, by a decided partiality, 
| an avowed preference of one to all the reſt, “ Iſrael 
loved Joſeph more than all his children, becauſe he 
was the ſon of his old age: and he made him a coat of 
many colours *. It is a misfortune to parents to have 


Gen. xxxvii. 3. 
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a favourite; and yet, perhaps, they cannot entirely 
command their affections. But ſurely, they ſhould 
ſtudy to conceal an undue attachment, and not pro- 
claim it by any mark of diſtinction, which may tend to 
excite envy and contention, How much prudence and 
circumſpection are neceſſary, in the education of a 
Vans bene We ſhall not now anticipate the hiſtory of 
Crit, 2729+ Joſeph, with which that of Jacob is, from 
this period, cloſely connected. It appears, that the 
fond father expected ſomething remarkable from the 
ſon, to whoſe prophetical dreams it is obſerved that he 
paid great regard. But ſoon were his hopes blaſted, 
and ſucceeded by the utmoſt anguiſh. Joſeph's coat 
was brought to him ſtained with blood ; and he haſtily 
concluded, An evil beaſt had devoured him; Joſeph 
is without doubt rent in pieces.” As his affection had 
not been confined within proper bounds, we do not 
wonder that his ſorrow was extreme; and yet we 
ſcverely condemn that exceſſive lamentation for the 
dead, which ariſes from a want of ſubmiſſion to 
God, and diſcovers much impatience and diſcon- 
tent. © He refuſed to be comforted; and he ſaid, 
For I will go down into the grave unto my ſon, mourn- 
ing.” May we not juſtly fear, that thoſe creatures, 
either perſons or things, which have too large a ſhare 
of our attention and eſteem, will be taken from us, or 
prove to us the ſource of ſome peculiar calamities? In 
this caſe, the recollection of our own folly will aggra- 
vate our miſery, 


A A conſiderable 
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Years before A conſiderable time elapſed, during which 
Chrift, 1707. the ſacred hiſtory relates nothing of Jacob or 
his family in Canaan, At length a famine aroſe, of 
ſuch large extent and long continuance, as to threaten 
entire. deſtruction to all the neighbouring countries, 
This was the fore viſitation of an angry God upon thoſe 
idolatrous and abandoned nations. But Jacob alſo par- 


took of the general diſtreſs : for both he and his houſe- 


hold were reduced to the greateſt ſtraits. To procure 
a ſupply of food, he ſent his ten ſons into Egypt, re- 
ſerving only Benjamin, who was the ſupport of his de- 
clining years, and peculiarly dear to him after the loſs 
of Joſeph, as being the ſole pledge, which then remain- 
ed to him, of his beloved Rachel *, Corn was ob- 
tained as a temporary relief to them, in this time of 
dearth ; but another affliction oppreſſcd the aged Pa- 
triarch, and it ſeemed as if he would have ſunk under 
the weight. Simeon was detained a priſoner in Egypt; 
and Benjamin was demanded. This was more than he 
could bear. In the anguiſh of his ſoul he cried out, 
«© Me have ye bereaved of my children: Joſeph is not, 
and Simeon 1s not, and ye will take Benjamin away ; 
all theſe things are againſt me.” He refuſed, then, to 
ſubmit to the condition of parting with Benjamin : 
&« My ſon ſhall not go down with you; for his brother is 


dead, and he is left alone : if miſchief befal him by the 


way in the which ye go, then ſhall ye bring down my grey 
| hairs with ſorrow to the grave.” But the fear of pe- 
riſhing by hunger at lefigth prevailed over his affection, 
and he conſented, though reluctantly, that Benjamin 


Gen. xlii. 1, &c. 
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ſhould accompany his brethren, in their ſecond journey 


to Egypt“ With much prudence he deſired them to 


conciliate the Governor's tavour by a preſent, and with 
real piety commended them all to the care and protec- 
tion of Heaven: God Almighty give you mercy be- 
fore the man !” | 
It may appear wonderful (in this as in ſome other in- 


| ſtances), that one ſo beloved of God ſhould be left in 


circumſtances ſo extremely painful, Again and againg 


he was almoſt in want of food to cat; and, inſtead © 


deriving comfort from his children, he ſuffered more 
from their perverſeneſs, than from the famine, This 
will teach us, that, though the Lord will ſurely pro- 
vide for his people, and his promiſe cannot fail, He 


may yet leave them to ſuch difficulties, as to convince 


them that their help muſt come from Him. We per- 


ceive alſo, that it may be the portion of one, truly and 


eminently pious, to have a froward and a wicked off- 
ſpring. A ſerious attention to what mankind are and 
have been, would effectually cure us of an eager deſire 
to obtain a numerobs progeny, and preſerve us from 
any fond expectations of felicity from this ſource, O 


let us beware of ſetting too high a value upon any crea- 


ture, or of ſeeking our happineſs in any thing ſhort'of 
God! He demands our hearts; and, in great mercy, 
he may permit us to be diſappointed in our moſt ſan- 
guine hopes from earthly objects, that we may give our 
beſt affections to Him. While, therefore, every thing 
elſe deceives us, we feel the value of His friend- 
ſhip. And we are hereby taught, to fit more looſe 


* Gen, xliii. 1, &c, 
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to the enjoyments of the world, and to cleave more 
ſteadfaſtly to God. Doubtleſs, He has many wiſe and 
gracious purpoſes to be anſwered by the ſevereſt viſita- 
tions of his providence towards his people. In this 
way, ſo painful to them, he anſwers theif prayers,— 
fulfils his own promiſes, —purges away their corrup- 
tions,—and gradually prepares them for heaven. It is 
not ſo with the wicked. Their very proſperity proves 
a ſnare to them; and the afflictions, which they muſt 
meet with as the common lot of humanity, are only, 
to them, the beginning of ſorrows. Let their ſituation 
in life be what it may, © the wrath of God abideth on 
them,” and ſhortly they will receive, in full weight and 
meaſure, the recompence due to thelr iniquities. 

But was the ſpirit and behaviour of Jacob ſuch as we 
might have wiſhed it, in the diſtreſſes to which we are 
adverting? Ah! no, We allow, there was much 
imperfection; and we are hence admoniſhed to look 
well to ourſelves. © He made haſte,” ſpoke raſhly 


and preſumptuouſly, wherf he ſaid, “ All theſe things 


are againſt me.” For, in fact, the very calamities, he 
molt lamented, were the means of his preſervation and 
future comfort. But when we ſee Iſrael fainting under 
the preſſure of his misfortunes, we do not wonder, 
that ſome of the dear children of God among ourſelves 


are ſtaggered by their trials, and ready to caſt away 


their hope. When our favourite ſchemes are ſuddenly 
blaſted, and one diſappointment follows upon another, 
we are all forward to conclude, as Jacob did, “ All 
theſe things are againſt me.” Alas! how great is our 

| blindneſs ! 
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blindneſs! How extreme our perverſeneſs! Who are 
ws, that we ſhould undertake to decide upon the judg- 


ments of God? Would we take the reins of govern- 


ment out of his hands? Let us be willing, that He 
ſhould have the entire diſpoſal of us; and, if indeed we 
are perſuaded of his wiſdom, love, and faithfulneſs, ler 
us reſt aſſured, without inquiring into the reaſons of his 


conduct, that © He hath done all things well;” and let 
us patiently wait for an explanation, till the end come. 


« What he does, thou knoweſt not now, but thou ſhalt 
know hereafter,” 

We haſten to the cloſe of. Jacob's life, when the 
proſpect cleared up, and brighter days were reſerved 
for him. His children returned, and brought him ti- 


dings, that Joſeph, his long-loſt ſon, was ſtill living, 


that he preſided as Governor over the land of Egypt, 
and had ſent for him and for all his houſehold, to nourtſh 
and protect them in the time of famine *®. The effect 
of this account upon Jacob's mind was ſuch as we might 
have expected. He was overpowered by it: he knew 
not how to credit it. His heart fainted ; for he be- 
lieved them not.” But at length the evidence was fo 
ſtrong, that his doubts and fears were all diſperſed. 


His ſpirit revived: and Iſrael ſaid, It is enough; 


Joſeph my ſon is yet alive; I will go and ſee him, be- 
fore I die.“ 
We are now therefore to accompany him 


Years before 


Chi, 1706. in his laſt remove, from Canaan to Egypt; 


a formidable journey, to one ſo far advanced in life. 
But he had an infallible Guide, an Almighty Protec- 


Gen. xlv. 25, &c. 
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tor; and in dependence upon Him, the Patriarch ſet 


forward with all. his offspring, and with all his ſub. 


ſtance. When he came to Beerſheba (the place where 
his father Iſaac had dwelt, and had been favoured with 
the revelations of God), he halted, in order that he 
might acknowledge his firm truſt and confidence in the 
God whom Iſaac had worſhipped there, and ſeek His 
direction and ſupport in this moſt important change of 
ſituation *. Poſſibly the thought might ariſe in his 
mind; © I may be counteracting the deſign of God, 
in thus tranſplanting myſelf and my whole family from 
the very land, which He hath promiſed to give us.” 
But in anſwer to his prayer, the Lord God appeared, 
and comforted him wich the aſſurance, that He himſelf 
would go down with him into Egypt, there multiply 
his poſterity, and in due time bring them up again to 
Canaan. This was enough.—And are not we hereby 


- inſtructed and encouraged to worſhip the Lord, and aſk 


His guidance and protection, in the way by which we 
go? © He is faithful who hath promiſed,” and “ He 
hath not faid unto the ſeed of Jacob, Seek ye me in 
vain.” While his people make known their fears and 
their diſtreſſes to him, he will not fail to give them 
freſh intimations of his favour. 

The defire of Jacob's heart was gratified. He was 
preſerved through his journey, and permitted to ſee his 
beloved Joſeph again. What an affecting ſcene is ex- 
hibited before us, while we behold the mutual embraces 
of the father and the ſon! It would be difficult to ſay, 


whether the dutifulneſs of the one, or the love of the 
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other, exceeded. And Joſeph made ready his cha- 
riot, and went up to meet Iſrael his father, to Goſnen; 
and preſented himſelf unto him: and he fell on his 
neck, and wept on his neck a good while. And Iſrael 
ſaid unto Joſeph, Now let me die, ſince I have ſeen 
thy face, becauſe thou art yet alive !” 

When our Patriarch arrived in Egypt, he was con- 
ducted to court, and introduced by Joſeph to the notice 
of the King“. Nor was he aſhamed of his religion, 
even there; but, avowing his profeſſion of the true God, 
and appearing as His prieſt and miniſter, © he bleſſed 
Pharaoh,” A queſtion was propoſed to him, reſpect- 
ing his age, to which with great ſeriouſneſs he replied, 
that his continuance upon earth was only like that of a 
ſojourner, ſhort and uncertain ; that his fathers had 
lived to a longer period ; and that his own days, nume- 
rous as they might ſeem, had been few. and very full of ; 
trouble. © The days of the years of my pilgrimage are 
an hundred and thirty years: few and evil have the days 
of the years of my life been, and have not attained unto 
the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days 
of their pilgrimage.” This is not the language of diſ- 
content or unthankfulneſs, but the ſerious reflection 
of one, who felt the vanity of the world, and ſaw no- 
thing here to make him deſirous of a longer abode 
in it. 

Shall not we alſo make the ſame eſtimate of human 
life? Is it not © a pilgrimage??? And does not the 
whole of our ſituation here admoniſh us to © ſeek a bet- 


* Gen, xlvul. 7, &c. 
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ter country, that is, an heavenly ?” Seventy or eighty 


years may ſeem a conſiderable ſpace, while it is future, 


but it paſſeth away © as a tale that is told.“ It ſhould 


alſo be remembered, that, ſhort as our exiſtence is, it is 


fadly imbittered with calamities, and ſtained with fin, 
Take, then, * the picture of earth's happieſt man,” 


* when he is quitting the preſent ſcene of things, and you 


will juſtly conclude, © Few AvD Evi have his days 


been.“ 


Vers defar Jacob continued in a ſtate of great proſpe- 
Chrift, 1689. rity, and enjoyed the ſociety of his dear fon, 
Joſeph, for ſeventeen years more; and theſe were, 


probably, the moſt comfortable he had ever ſpent. 


But © Ifrael muſt die,” and, when he felt his diſſolution 
approaching, he ſent for Joſeph, and with much ſo- 
lemnity requeſted, that he might be removed out of 
Egypt, and buried in the burying place of his anceſ- 
tors. Why ſuch a concern about the interment of the 
body? Why ſuch an eager deſire to be carried into 
the land of Canaan? This was not an unmeaning pe- 
tition ; but herein he teſtified his firm belief, that, ac- 


_ cording to the divine promiſe, Canaan would be given 


to his ſeed for an inheritance ; and he foretold the re- 
turn of his poſterity into that country. 

How venerable does the Patriarch appear in his laſt 
moments! Not to mention, with what fervent piety 
he bleſſed Joſeph, and prayed for his two ſons *; how 
awful was the meeting of his twelve children around 
his dying bed, whilſt, under the immediate influence 


* Gen, xlviii. 


of 


t 
* 
d 
c 


of 


of the Holy Spirit, he pronounced his parental bene- 


diction upon them, and predicted the future condition 


of their deſcendants, even © in the laſt days “. It 
would be foreign to our purpoſe to dwell upon each 
part of this remarkable prophecy ; but the bleſſing, ap- 
propriated to the tribe of Judah, is ſo intereſting, and 
the ſubject of it ſo fuited to our deſign, that we cannot 
overlook it. f | 
Reuben, the firſt-born, becauſe of his iniquity, was 
deprived of his birth-right, the temporal privileges of 
which were then transferred to Joſeph (1 Chron. v. 1, 
2): but the moſt excellent portion of all was reſerved 
for Judah; for upon him the-promiſes of the Covenant 
made with Abraham were entailed, Jacob had regard 
to the grand object of this Covenant, the coming of the 
Redeemer, when he teſtified, «© The ſceptre ſhall not 
depart from Judah, nor a law-giver from between his 
feet, until Sail come: and unto Him ſhall the ga- 
thering of the people be.” | 
A declaration this, upon which it will become us to 
fix our moſt ſerious attention. It contains a more ex- 
preſs prophecy of the Saviour, than any which had been 
given before, and furniſhes us with an unanſwerable 
proof; that our Jeſus is He, of whom Jacob ſpoke. It 
was therein determined, from what particular branch 
of that family the Meſſiah ſhould deſcend, and at what 


period he ſhould appear in the world. To both theſe 


circumſtances the hiſtory of Jeſus anſwers exactly, but 
in no other perſon are they, or can they be, fulfilled, 


* Gen. xhlix. 


| The 
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The time, here pointed out, muſt upon every fair cal- 
culation have long ſince elapſed ; and therefore, if He 
be not the very Chriſt, the prediction has failed, and 


the ſcripture is broken. But we admire the provi- 


dence of God, which © hath raiſed up an horn of fal- 
vation,“ according to the expectation of his ancient 
ſaints. Under His watchful eye, and Almighty pro- 
tection, the tribe of Judah was preſerved, while all the 
reſt were diſperſed, and the legiſlative power was main- 
tained therein, till the coming of Jeſus. But the ſcep- 
tre is now departed, neither have the Jews had any 
lawgiver, for above ſeventeen hundred years. When 
our Lord was 1jpon earth, they acknowledged, © It is 
not lawful for us to put any man to death * ;” and they 
have never ſince been able to gain any eſtabliſhment in 
any country. We conclude, then, that Jeſus is the 
true © Shiloh,” the peace-maker; and *“ unto Him 
ſhall the gathering of the people be.“ * He gathers 
together in one the children of God that were ſcattered 
abroad ;“ for, whenever che tribes of Iſrael ſhall be 
recovered from their diſperſion, their eyes ſhall be to- 
wards Jeſus, under whom they will be again united, 
and incorporated with the Gentiles. * He is lifted up, 
that he may draw all men unto him J.“ 1 

In firm dependence upon this Redeemer, and in 
earneſt deſire ſor the completion of his grace, the dy- 
ing Patriarch, in the midſt of his addreſs to his chil- 
dren, cried out, “ I have waited for thy ſalvation, O 
Lord!“ Thus, at the age of one hundred and forty- 


1 + 21,02. . 1 i. 32. 


i ſeven 


ren 


JACOB. = 7 
ſeven years, he cloſed his afflicted life, in faith, and 
peace, and joy. Many and fore conflicts he had ſtrug- 
gled with; but the iſſue was moſt bleſſed. Shall we 
not learn from him, to look forward, through the 
darkeſt diſpenſations of providence, with a bliſsful ex- ' 
pectation of that © glory, which ſhall be revealed?“ 
Nothing elſe will ſupport us under trials, or even ren- 
der our comforts pleaſant to us. But hereby the terror 
of death will be removed; and we ſhall rejoice in the 
hope of meeting, not only Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
but all that illuſtrious company, whether they have 
cone before, or may follow after us, of whom it will | 
be ſaid, © Theſe are they, which came out of great 
tribulation, and have waſhed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb “.“ 


„ Rev, vii. 14. 
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10 8 E H. 


r. X. 


SECT. I. 


 Foſeph, hated by Bis brethren—his dreams —ſold to the 


Midianites—taken to Egypt and ſold to Potiphar, whom 
he ſerved faithfully—reſifted the temptation of his miſ- 
treſs—caft into priſen—favoured by the jailor—inter- 
preted the dreams of the king's officers yet left in priſon. 


Tax fame Almighty Lord, who made all things, 
ſuſtains and governs the works of his own hands. Nor 
are the proofs of his Providence leſs numerous, or leſs 
obvious, than thoſe which demonſtrate his Exiſtence, 
We can give no conſiſtent account of any paft events, 
or preſent occurrences, except we allow, © Verily there 
is a God, that judgeth the earth.“ The hiſtory before 
us is, perhaps, of all others, the ſtrongeſt confirmation 


of this truth; and, in that view, it claims the moſt 


ſerious attention of every reader. For vill. it not be of 


the higheſt advantage to perceive, in other inſtances, 


the myſterious ways of God, that we may not quarrel 
with them in our own caſe? A firm belief that the 
divine Being is continually ſuperintending and directing 
all the concerns of all his creatures, muſt have the hap- 
pieſt effects upon our minds, as we paſs through the 
different changes of life. This will explain difficulties, 

8 | | or 
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or at leaſt ſilence our objections, will diſpel our fears, 
alleviate our forrows, and point out t6 us a never-fail- 
ing ſource of conſolation, while we behold the Al- 
mighty Sovereign, by a power which cannot be con- 
trolled, and yet in a wiſe, holy, and gracious manner, 
diſpoſing of all perſons and events, in all the various 
parts, not of this world only, but of his univerſal domi- 
nion. Oppoſition may be raifed againſt his govern- 
ment, and his purpoſes may thereby ſeem to be thwart- 
ed; but; amidſt all apparent interruptions, He is uni- 
formly purſuing and completing his own deſign. His 
plans cannot poſſibly be defeated. The very ſchemes 
of his enemies not only, in the end, turn to their 
confuſion; but are, throughout, ſubſervient to his 
will. | 

A flight attention, as to other caſes, ſo eſpecially 
to the preſent example, will alſo ſoon convince us, 
that there is an aſtoniſhing connection of events in the 
divine adminiſtration. Nothing can properly be called 
trifling or accidental. That, which may be thought 
the moſt minute and inconſiderable circumſtance, may 
be a neceſſary link in the great chain, and may there- 
tore be the means of accompliſhing the moſt impor- 
tant counſels. 

But in the character, we are now to review, we 
ſhall perceive ſomething more than God's general 
government; we ſhall diſcover his peculiar care over 
dis Church, and his holy determination, according to 
his promiſe, to make “ all things work together for 
good, to them that love him.” 


R 2 | In 
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* In Joſeph i is diſplayed an exemplary pattern of y 
A neſs, in very different ſituations of life, Let us admire { 
17 4 the grace of God, which gave him ſuch excellent wiſ- ſe 
4 dom, and inſtructed him, © both to be full, and to be 0 
. hungry, both to abound, and to ſuffer need.” Thoſe, 3 
* who are reduced to the moſt abject condition, as well ol 
Ih 1 as men of moſt exalted rank, may place this inſtance hi 
Wo! before them, and learn from Joſeph what they theme |} cc 
. ih ſelves ought to be. wi 
1 Years before The hiſtory of Joſeph opens with an ac- ne 
q 1 ö Chrift, 1739. count of the remarkable trials, which were co 
„ appointed for him even in his youth. He is firſt of al! br 
| 13 introduced to our notice, as expoſed to the cruel | en 
1 hatred and malicious deſigns & his brethren. Do we ba 
1 al, What excited their reſentment? Various cauſes | his 
* concurred. His ſerious deportment, at the early age all 
5 of ſeventeen, was as irkſome to them, as their evil pe: 
TY 4 practices were to him. He had obſerved with grief to 
* ſome iniquitous conduct in them, and had reported it tio 
to his father . That alone would have made them his the 
enemies. For it cannot be that ſinners will love thoſe, | the 
who ſeparate from them through an abhorrence of their hap 
wickedneſs, and teſtify againit it. They hate him ] 
that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor him that is 1 
ſpeaketh uprightly +.” | as bef] 
But another reaſon is aſſigned : He was the favourite | ect 
child. Jacob, whom we have already cenſured on this and 
account, had conceived, and was imprudent enough to ; caſe 
diſcover, a ſtronger affection for him than for the reſt. was 
T his preference might ſeem to reflect an honour on the , We | 

Gen. XXXVll, 2, &c. + Amos v. 10. 


young 
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young man's character; but it was, evidently, the 
ſource of many calamities to him. © Iſrael loved Jo- 


ſeph more than all his children, becauſe he was the ſon 


of his old age.” He probably was the companion, and 
the comfort, of his old age, as being more obſervant 
of him, and more pleaſing to him, for the gravity of 
his diſpoſition. © And he made him a coat of many 
colours.“ The diſtinction, we preſume, betrayed the 
weakneſs of the parent, and, though intended as a kind- 
neſs, proved a ſerious misfortune to the ſon. © The 
coat of many colours” might be in itſelf of little value, 
but, as a mark of ſuperior regard, it naturally excited 
envy and diſguſt in thoſe, who had, or thought they 


had, an equal right to paternal favour. © And when 


his brethren ſaw that their father loved him more than 
all his brethren, they hated him, and could not ſpeak 
peaceably unto him.” —Young perſons would do well 
to remember, that, however they ſhould prize the affec- 
tion of their parents, if they deſire to be ſet up above 
the reſt, as the objects of peculiar notice and reſpect in 
the family, they are laying the foundation for much un- 
happineſs to themſelves, as well as to others. 

It muſt be a rare inſtance, in which a darling child 
is not a corrupt character. The conſtant attention 
beſtowed upon him is hkely to produce the worſt ef- 
ſects upon his mind; to make him forward, petulant, 
and overbearing, It does not appear that this was the 
caſe with Joſeph.” But if it ſhould be thought that he 
was ſomewhat aſſuming in his deportment, at the time 
we here refer to, we are diſpoſed rather to pity, than 

ER. | ſeverely 
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ſeverely cenſure him, at ſuch an age, and in ſnch cir. 
cumſtances. | 

It was the divine purpoſe to exalt Joſeph to a ſtate 
of great eminence z which was very early made known 
to him by two prophetical dreams. It was intimated, 
that his brethren, even all his father's houſe, ſhould 
bow down, and expreſs their ſubmiſſion to him. Had 
he been poſſeſſed of more prudence, he would ſtudiouſ- 
ly have concealed the matter. But from juvenile ſim- 
plicity, and perhaps from ſome little exultation in the 
moſt diſtant proſpect of ſo flattering an event, he told 
his dreams without any reſerve, and thereby drew a 
large ſhare of odium upon himſelf. * His brethren 
envied him, and hated him-yet the more for his dreams, 
and for his words.” | 

Here, then, the plan of the hiſtory opens upon us, 
God had determined, for ſome ſpecial reaſons, to place 
Joſeph in a ſtate of high dignity; and this counſel, ſor 
offenſive to his brethren, it was their grand aim and 
ſtudy to defeat, Bur how vain 1s all oppoſition to 
God! By all their malicious contrivances, they were 
ſo far from preventing, or retarding, the exaltation of 
Joſeph, that they were the very means of accom- 
pliſhing the. prophecies, they had derided. © The 
Lord of hoſts hath purpoſed, and who ſhall diſan- 
nual it *?” 

Whilſt they were engaged, at a conſiderable diſtance, 
in their occupation as thepherds, Joſeph viſited them, 
upon the kind errand of inquiring after their welfare, 


a. xiv. 27. 


But 


ut 
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But how was he rewarded for his labour of love! Not 
to mention the difficulties and dangers he met with by 
the way, he no ſooner appeared in their ſight, than 
they conſpired againſt his life. * Behold,” (ſaid they) 
« this dreamer cometh. Come, now, therefore, and let 
us ſlay him, and caſt him into ſome pit, and we will 
ſay, Some evil beaſt hath devoured him: and we ſhall 
ſee, what will become of his dreams.“ It is remark- 
able, how their ſcheme was fruſtrated. Moſt unac- 


countably to us, Reuben, (whole character was not 


the beſt) was inclined to favour him, and to reſcue him 
out of their hands; and therefore he propoſed to caſt 
him alive into ſome deep pit. This plan was adopted; 
and immediately the poor trembling youth, utterly diſ- 
regarded while in the anguiſn of his ſoul he beſought 
their compaſſion, was ſtript of his envied finery, “ his 
coat of many colours,” and thrown into the pit. It was 
Reuben's deſign to deliver him, and reſtore him to his 


facher; and, probably, he very ſoon left the company 


to make preparations for this purpoſe. But his counſel 
of mercy was over-ruled; for, in his abſence, it was 
recommended to them by Judah, (perhaps through 
covetouſneſs, more than any miſgivings of conſcience) 
that they ſhould take up-their brother again, and ſell 
mm for a flave to ſome Midianiciſh merchants, who 
were at that inſtant paſſing by them on their route for 
Egypt. It was ſuppoſed, that, being conſigned to 
llavery in a foreign land, he would never be heard of 
more; and that his prophetical dreams of dominion 
would be as effectually defeated, as if his blood had 


R 4 been 
, FP 
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been ſhed. The propoſal, therefore, was acceded to; 
and he was ſold for twenty pieces of filver, and given 
up into the hands of ſtrangers. 

Let us pauſe a moment to reflect upon the iniqui- 
tous conduct of the brethren. It does not appear, that 
they were then ſtruck with horror ar their own wicked- 
neſs. And yet aſhamed and afraid to avow what they 
had done, (for fin dares not to ſhew itſelf in open day- 
light, but ever ſeeks a cover) they ſtudied to conceal 
their guilt, eſpecially from their aged parent, and 
therefore practiſed a baſe deception. The coat, which 
had cauſed their jealouſy, they brought to Jacob dipped 
in blood; from which it was concluded, Joſeph had 
been devoured of wild beaſts, and no further inquiry 


was made after him,—Thus, it is poſſible, the moſt 


flagitious actions may, for a while, elude the public 
eye; and the conſciences of ſinners may be ſo ſtupified 
as not greatly to diſturb them. But may we not fay to 
them, as Moſes to the Reubenites, © Be ſure your ſin 
will find you out *?” Perhaps even here, your ſchemes 


of villany, tranſacted in darkneſs, ſhall all be publiſhed 


to the world, and your own ſouls filled with inſupport- 
able anguiſh, at the recolleftion of what you have 
done. This, at leaſt, will certainly take place here- 
after, and a ſolemn day of reckoning it will be, © when 
God ſhall judge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt.” 
But to return to the amiable youth, now reduced 
to a very low ſtate indeed: he was conveyed into 
Egypt, and there diſpoſed of by the Midianites, like 


the cattle which are transferred from one maſter to 


Num. xxxii. 23. 
another. 


9 = © fl 
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another. It will ſoon appear, however, that he was 
under the care of God, who over-ruled the whole of 
this ſtrange hiſtory, ſent him to this diſtant country 
« to ſave much people alive,” and provided a houſe 
for his reception, He was fold to Potiphar, a man of 
ſome rank, and a principal officer in the King's army. 
And here we have to contemplate Joſeph in a diſ- 
ferent ſituation, He had already approved himſelf 
as an affectionate and dutiful ſon; now we ſhall per- 
ceive his moſt exemplary conduct as a ſervant, Doubt- 
jeſs it would be particularly difficult for him, who had 
been brought up with much tenderneſs, to conform to 
the duties of this new condition ; but the grace of God 
fitted him for his place, and enabled him to perform 
the offices of it with diligence and fidelity. In this 
way the Lord put an honour upon him, and gave him 
ſuch favour with his maſter, as to render his ſervi- 
tude leſs irkſome. The divine bleſſing, which is 
the real ſource of all proſperity, accorapanied Joſeph 


in a moſt conſpicuous manner; for ſucceſs attended 
all his concerns. He was upright, active, and 


faithful; and thus, while he did not conceal his reli- 


gion, the truth and excellency of it were ſeen and ac- 


knowledged. This could not but ſtrike Potiphar's 
obſervation, who ſoon found his advantage in Joſeph's 
ſervice, and therefore raiſed him to a higher poſt, 
made him ſteward over all his houſehold, and com- 
mitted all his affairs, without reſerve, to his care 
and management; and * the Lord bleſſed the Egyp- 
tian's houſe for Joſeph's ſake . 


* Gen, xxxix. 1, &c. 
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This is a ſuitable occaſion. for obſerving, that the 
very lowelt ſituation, and the moſt ſervile offices 
are not to be theught contemptible ; nay, they are 


highly honourable, ſince the Lord may be glorified in 


them, and ſome of the moſt excellent characters have 
been appointed to them. Nor let us ſuppoſe, that to 


be reduced to poor circumſtances, 1s, of conſequence, 


to be miſerable. Perhaps Joſeph experienced more 


real happineſs in his attendance upon Potiphar, than 


under the indulgent eye of his father. We know, at - 
leaſt, that the Lord's preſence alone can render any 


place truly comfortable to us, and this was moſt emi- 
nently vouchſafed to Joſeph, while he was a ſervant, 
It is this, which conſtitutes the felicity of heaven, and 


thoſe, who are favoured with a meaſure of it upon 


earth, ought not to complain that they are in a mean 
condition, or ſubject to the will of another. 

But while the example before us may encourage 
thoſe, who are in a ſtate of ſervitude, it will alſo in- 
ſtruct them. Doubtleſs they ſuffer peculiar trials; 
thoſe of them eſpecially, who are poſſeſſed of genuine 
piety, and fixed in the families of ignorant and pro- 
fane perſons. Still it ſhould be remembered, that under 
ſuch circumſtances they have an opportunity of recom- 


mending their principles to others, in the moſt foxcible 


manner. But, in this reſpect, their actions will have 
a ſtronger influence than their words; and the excel- 
lence of their religion will beſt appear by the conſiſ- 
tency of their conduct. Let them diſcover the ſame 
meekneſs and integrity as Joſeph, and it will be con- 
feſſed that the Lord is with them of a truth. They 

will 


10 f 251 
will be honoured and valued; and even men of the 
world, who deſpiſe all profeſſion of godlineſs, will find 
it for their advantage, to have attendants of this kind 
about them. We truſt, there are many, who thus 
« adorn the doctrine of God their Saviour,” We 
doubt not, that the bleſſing of God is upon many 
houſes, entirely for the ſake of thoſe, who are em- 
ployed in the loweſt offices. Their fidelity and dili- 
gence will, of themſelves, do much, but their prayers 
will do more, to ſecure temporal ſucceſs to their 


maſters, Ah! how different the caſe of thoſe ſer- 


vants, who know not God! However well they may 
be qualified for their work in other reſpects, if they 
bring with them corrupt principles, and a contempt of 
every thing ſerious, they are to be dreaded, and mult 
prove a peſt to the families where they dwell, 

But let the. moſt upright prepare their ſouls for 
temptation, nor wonder if their characters be aſperſed. 
« The Lord was with Joſeph ;” and yet he was ex- 
poſed to the ſtrongeſt ſolicitations to ſin, and aſperſed 
with the fouleſt reproaches, But, though violently 
aſſaulted, he was not overcome; and, though cruelly 
cenſured and oppreſſed, to God he could cheerfully 
commit his cauſe. An eminent pattern of chaſtity is 
here exhibited. We are called to behold the powerful 
efficacy of true religion in the heart, as a preſervative 
againſt all allurements to evil. | 

The ſtory is related in the moſt artleſs manner. 
Joſeph's miſtreſs, ſtruck with the beauty of his per- 
ſon, fixed her luſtful eyes upon him, and, avowing 
her baſe deſires, invited him to ſin with her. The 

| | pious 
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pious youth rejected the propoſal with abhorrence, 
and repreſented to this ſhameleſs woman, what hei- 


nous and complicated guilt it would be to yield 


to her enticements. The truſt repoſed in him,—the 
obligations he owed his maſter for his kind and gene- 
rous Er above all, the authority, the holi- 
neſs, of God, —forbad his compliance. For thus he 
argued ; How ſhall I betray my truſt? How ſhall I 


act ſo vile and ungrateful a part to my maſter ?=But 
eſpecially, © How can I do this great wickedneſs, and 


SIN AGAINST Gop ?” 


The temptation was not offered once only, but re- 


peated day by day: and alas! there are few, who can 
ſtand againſt continual ſolicitations, however manfully 
they may reſiſt for a time, But we learn in Joſeph 
to ſuſpect our own ſtrength, and to fly from that ſitu- 
ation, which js dangerous, and may be fatal to our 
virtue, In many caſes, even to parley with the enemy 


is to give him an advantage againſt us. Joſeph. not 


only refuſed to liſten to her words, but, as much as 


_ poſſible, avoided her preſence. Ah! how many are 


vanquiſhed through a confidence of their own ability) 


They venture into thoſe places and connections, in 


which they are conſtantly expoſed to the moſt ſevere 
attacks, and ſuppoſe themſelves capable of maintaining 
the conflict. But, though they may eſcape one thruſt 
and another, at length they are found off their guard, 
are wounded and overcome. A warning to us, that 
we run not into temptation. 
The hiſtorian relates one violent onſet in parti- 

cular, wherein Joſeph's chaſtity was aſſaulted. His 
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miſtreſs, probably watghing the opportunity, when 


| ſhe thought that ſhe had obtained the convenient mo- 
ment, and that no eye could ſee her, ſeized on the 


lovely youth, and inſtantly demanded the gratification 
of her luſt, We almoſt tremble for the conſequence ; 


but the iſſue was moſt favourable. Joſeph preſerved 


his integrity, and, though ſeverely tried, acquired a 


glorious victory. He determined to renounce his 


honourable poſt in the 1 his reputation, his li- 
berty, his life, rather than give up his conſcience, and 
provoke his God. He therefore leſt his garment 
in her hand, and fled and got him out.“ 


We pauſe a while to contemplate this ſingular e ex- 
ample. To many, it is expected, the conduct of 


Joſeph will appear mean and ridiculous. There are 


thoſe, who preſumptuouſly laugh at all religious 
ſcruples, as the bugbears of weak minds. But their 
ſcorn be to themſelves! While they plead for the 
innocence and lawfulneſs of the vileſt gratification, as 
if every thing might be facrificed to their luſts, we 
will admire the grace of God, which could enable Jo- 
ſeph to maintain his ſteadfaſtneſs in ſuch difficult cir- 
cumſtances, entirely from a ſenſe of duty. If we 
conſider © what is in man,” and remember that Joſeph 
was of ſuch an age, as is moſt liable to fall through 
the ſolicitation of ſenſual deſires; if we attend to the 
frequency and vehemence, with which the propoſal 
was urged ; and reflect, that, humanly ſpeaking, he 
had little reaſon to apprehend a diſcovery, that he might 
have promiſed himſelf many advantages from a com- 
Pliance with his miſtreſs, and had every thing to dread 

from 
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from her diſpleaſure, if her offers were rejected; we 


ſhall be conſtrained to acknowledge, that he poſſeſſed a 


firmneſs in religion, not commonly to be found even in 
excellent characters. Ah! how many have been fe= 
duced by temptations, tnfling to this! But we blefs 
God, who can preſerve his children, under the greateſt 
as well as the leaſt dangers. We are inſtructed, how- 
ever, that it will be neceſſary for us to be defended 
with good principles, that we may know what to an- 
ſwer, when we are ſolicited to ſin. Unleſs the heart 
be eſtabliſhed in the fear of God, we conceive that all 


other barriers will eaſily be thrown down, upon any vio- 


lent attack. But thoſe, who have learned to ſer God 
before their eyes, whatever profit or pleaſure may be 
propoſed by any forbidden indulgence, will be able to 
reply, © How can I do this great wickedneſs, and fin 
againſt God?“ | 

It will not, we hope, be forgotten, that it is in- 
cumbent on the young as well as the old, to reſiſt every 
enticement. We are aware of that ſpirit of licen- 
tiouſneſs, which prevails in the preſent day, which 
ever pleads for the gratification of our ſenſual defires, 
be the conſequences what they may, and encourages 
thoſe eſpecially, who are in the vigour of life and feel 
their paſſions ſtrong, to believe that they have a right 
to follow the impulſe of Juſt, and that the violence of 


temptation will be a ſufficient excuſe. But the ſcrip- 


tures teach us, that no age, no circumſtances whatever 
will juſtify the commiſſion of the leaſt evil. Yet, if 
you dread the thought of being overcome in the ſpt- 
ritual conflict, it will, probably, be neceſſary for you, 
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not only to watch againſt every aſſault of your ene- 
mies, but, like Joſeph, to be afraid of liſtening to any 
entreaties, and therefore to turn away your ears from 
the ſeducer, and to fly from the place of danger. 
What, then, was the reward of his integrity? This 
baſe and ſhameleſs woman, who had been his tempter, 
became his accuſer. Her luſt was ſucceeded by rage; 
and therefore, to be avenged upon him, as well as to 
prevent the diſcovery of her own guilt, ſhe charged 
him with an attempt to commit the very ſin he had 
refuſed, and produced the garment he had left with her, 
as a proof of her aſſertions. Her ſtory was credited; 
and, as from the very nature of the circumſtances he 
could not diſprove the charge, he was obliged to he 
under the imputation of a moſt heinous offence, and, 
as a vile criminal, was thrown into priſon by his in- 
cenſed maſter.. f 
This was a moſt afflitive diſpenſation indeed. We 
had begun to conceive hopes, that his troubles were 
ended. But now the proſpect appears darker than 
ever; and we are ready to ſay, as his brethren did, 
© What will become of his dreams?“ We will not 
dwell on the mere bodily pain he endured in this ſlate 
of confinement, though we are told, that, for a time 
at leaſt, he ſuffered extremely in this reſpect, © His 
feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron “.“ 
But more diſtreſſing than his chains were the unjuſt 
reproaches brought upon his character, and probably 
upon religion too on his account; and yet he had no 
way left to vindicate his own innocence. A ſituation 
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this, peculiarly grievous to an upright mind. But, 
perhaps, we are all too eager to wipe off the foul 


aſperſions, which may be malevolently caſt upon our 


good name. It requires much ſtrength of faith, to 
wait till God himſelf ſhall plead our cauſe, and ſilence 
the accuſations of our enemies. . He will do it, if we 
« abide patiently upon him: © He will make our 


righteouſneſs as clear as the light, and our juſt dealing 


as the noon day.” Sooner or Jater he will ſhew, on 
which ſide truth lies; © and the rebuke of his people 


hall he take away from off all the earth *. 


If we go down with Joſeph into his dreary con- 
finement, we ſhall find him, even there, ſupported 
and comforted ; an object not ſo much of compaſſion, 
as of envy. Our happineſs depends not on our out- 
ward ſituation : for the conſolations of God can diſpel 
the gloom of a priſon, The very chief of the apoſtles, 
and his beloved companion, Silas, were beaten with 
many ſtripes, thruſt into a dungeon, and bound in 
the ſtocks; but © at midnight they were ſinging praiſes 
to God T.“ Shall we not ſay with Elihu, When 
He giveth quietneſs, who then can make trouble?“ 
The facred hiſtory is very particular in obſerving, that 
« the Lord was with Joſeph,” though diſmiſſed from 
his maſter's ſervice with diſgrace, treated as a malefac- 
tor, loaded with chains, and, probably, expecting to 
die. Yet even then, © the Lord was with him,” in a 
peculiar manner; and we are almoſt ready to con- 


* Pſal. xxxvii. 6, 7, Ifa. xxv. 8. + Acts xvi. 25. 
t Job xxxiv. 29. | 
| _ clude, 


le, 
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dlude, theſe were Joſeph's beſt days. He maintained 


the ſame upright character, no doubt, when afterwards 
he was advanced to great power; but it is not ſo ex- 
preſsly remarked, that he enjoyed the divine preſence 
in that exalted ſituation. This thought, ſurely, is 
enough to reconcile us to the heavieſt trials, ; 
v..rs before Aſter ſome time the diſtreſſes of his con- 
Curt 172% finement were alleviated, and, through an 
immediate influence from above, the mind of the gaoler 
was ſo much inclined to favour him, that Joſeph was 
more like the keeper of the priſon, than a common 
malefactor under cloſe cuſtody. —How wonderful is the 
government of God! He raiſes up friends for his 
own people, even in the midft of their moſt cruel 
enemies, and often conſtrains men of fierceſt diſpoſi- 
tions to ſhew a ſingular kindneſs towards them. He 
does it in the courſe of his providence, every day; and 
to Him the praiſe is due, that his faithful ſervants meet 
with any regard, or enjoy any external -omfort or ſecu- 
rity, in-ſuch a world as this is. 

To the grace of God, alſo, we are taught to aſcribe 
the wiſdom, integrity, and meekneſs of ſpirit, which 
were ſo evident in Joſeph, as to gain him reſpe& and 


ſupport, where he had leaſt reaſon to expect it. He 


appears to have been, in a remarkable manner, fitted 
for each place, to which he was appointed. What do 
we obſerve in him, when all the concerns of the priſon 


_ vere left to his care, but the utmoſt fidelity and dili- 


pence? We do not perceive any anxtety to vindicate 
his own character, nor any complaints of the baſe 
treatment he had received from his miſtreſs, nor any 
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attempts to recover his liberty, when it would have 
been eaſy for him to have done it. We admire that 
humility, with which he ſubmitted to oppreſſion, and 
that faith, by which he entruſted his cauſe with God, and 
waited patiently for the time of deliverance, We learn 
to apply to the fame inexhauſtible ſource of all grace, 
that we alſo may be prepared for every change of ſitu- 
ation, and endued with all neceſſary gifts, for the ho- 
nourable diſcharge of our truſt, and for our perſeve- 
rance in every holy practice and diſpoſition. 

Yours before In this ſtate Joſeph continued for ſome 
Chari, 718. years, hoping, no doubt, that he ſhould 
yet be releaſed from his confinement, and, probably, 
having reſpect to the divine intimation, he had received 
in early life, that he ſhould be raiſed to a molt elevated 
rank. At length an opportunity offered, which ſeem- 
ed, for a while at leaſt, to give him a proſpect of 
better times. Two of the King's ſervants, the chief 
butler and the chief baker, who had offended their 
lord, were caſt into priſon, and committed to the care 
of Joſeph *. In the ſame night, theſe two perſons 
dreamed each of them a dream, prophetical of their ap- 
proaching ſentence, which Joſeph interpreted, declaring 


that in three days the former ſhould be reſtored to his 


honourable place, and the latter doomed to an igno- 
minious death. This was a ſuitable occaſion for Joſeph 
to beſpeak the kind offices of the chief butler, whoſe 
reconciliation with the King he had foretold. But, 


while we hear Joſeph repreſenting his caſe, and ſolicit- 


ing that juſtice might be done him, we are ſtruck with 


his 


a 
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his moderation and compoſure, and are hereby taught 
to ſuffer with a meek and quiet ſpirit. So far from 
dwelling on the injuries he had ſuſtained, he did not 
once name his brethren or his miſtreſs. © Think 
on me, (ſaid he) when it ſhall be well with thee, and 
ſhew kindneſs, I pray thee, unto me; and make men- 
tion of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this 


| houſe, For indeed I was ſtolen away out of the land 


of the Hebrews: and here alſo have I done nothing 
that they ſhould put me into the dungeon.” 

The chief butler regained his poſt, but, with the 
baſeſt ingratitude, he forgat poor Joſeph's requeſt. 
Ah! how deceitful is human friendſhip! <© Put not 
your truſt in princes, nor in the ſon of man, in whom 
there is no help *.” The expectations, which Joſeph 
probably had formed from that quarter, failed him. 
This was not the appointed ſeaſon or way of deliver- 
ance, though the circumſtance, here related, in the end 
led to his advancement. The divine wiſdom ſaw it 
expedient, that his faith ſhould be further cried; and 
that he ſhould remain in priſon © two full years long- 
er,” In that interval, no doubt, he had a feeling 
conviction, that . Salvation belongeth unto the Lord.” 
Thus it pleaſes God to defeat our purpoſes, and to 
break our plans, that we may maintain a more firm and 
ſimple dependence upon Him. He will make us 
willing to leave the diſpoſal of ourſelves, and of our 
All, to him, and to ſubmit to his determination the 
time, as well as the means, of fulfilling his own 


promiſes./ 
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A different ſcene will ſoon open upon us, and we 
ſhall view this poor neglected priſoner exalted to a 
ſtate of the higheſt worldly grandeur. But for the 
preſent, let us learn, | | 

1. That many of God's deareſt children may be 
the greateſt ſufferers. Neither is outward proſperity 
any mark of the Lord's favour, nor are the ſevereſt 
trials any token of his diſpleaſure. We have beheld 
Joſeph, a pious, amiable youth, of irreproachable 
manners, hated by his brethren, —through their cruelty, 
banifhed from his father's houſe, — ſold as a ſlave in a 
foreign land, — diſmiſſed from his maſter's ſervice with 
diſgrace, loaded with chains as a vile malefaftor,— 


nor reſtored to his liberty, till thirteen tedious years 
had elapſed, from the time that he left his native 


country. In ſuch a ſituation, who would not have 
concluded, “ The Lord hath forſaken or forgotten 
me?” Unbelief would have ſuggeſted to us, © I have 
cleanſed my heart in vain.” - But it has appeared, that 
Joſeph was the object of God's conſtant and peculiar 
care; that he received from him ſingular proofs of his 
kindneſs; and that, by theſe very afffictive diſpenſa- 
tions, he was prepared for future greatneſs, and even 
his promiſed exaltation brought about. Shall we fay, 
that this was an uncommon caſe? Ts it not, rather, 
the uſual method of the divine providence? We re- 
member it is written, © That we muſt through much 
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God “,“ and that 


* Our affliction,” (heavy and long as it may ſeem) * is 


light and but for a moment, and worketh for us a far 


Acts xiv. 22. 
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more exceeding and eternal weight of glory *,” We 
perceive alſo, | 

2. That the Judgments of God, which are all or- 
dered in wiſdom, and are, like Himſelf, © holy, juſt, 
and good,” are yet very myſterious to us. We ſee 
but very little of the deſigns of his government, and 
that little, darkly. Ve muſt wait till the conſumma- 
tion of all things, in order to form any conſiſtent opi- 
nion: and then how amazing will the plan appear, 
when the whole ſhall be laid before us! 

In the caſe of Joſeph, it has pleaſed God to diſcover 
his own purpoſe, and the very remarkable ſteps, by 
which that purpoſe was effected. His aim, from the 
beginning, was to exalt Joſeph; and this would have 


been eaſy for him in a thouſand ways. But he chooſes, 
for the diſplay of his own glory, to make the very 
oppoſition of his enemies the means of accompliſhing 


his will; and thus he proves, that “ there is no wiſdom, 
nor underſtanding, nor counſel againſt the Lord f.“ 
We are hereby alſo inſtructed, that matters of the 
higheſt importance both to ourſelves and to all the world 
may take their riſe from circumſtances, which at the 
firſt appear of the ſmalleſt moment. What a chain of 
events do we behold in this hiſtory, wonderfully con- 
need together, and neceſſarily depending one upon 
another, and leading to an iſſue of the greateſt magni- 
tude ! Had not Joſeph dreamed; had he pot impru- 
dently told his dreams ;—had he not viſited his 
brethren ;—had not Reuben and Judah given the advice 
they did ;—had not the Iſhmaelites paſſed by at the 


* 2 Cor. iv. 17. + Prov. xxi. 30. 
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very time. bought him, — and carried him into Egypt; 


— had he not been ſold to Potiphar, - tempted by his 
miſtreſs, —caſt into priſon ; — had not the priſoners, 
and Pharaoh alſo, dreamed, —Joſeph would not have 
attained to his very high exaltation. Theſe preceding 
diſpenſations, at leaſt, were the appointed means of 
raiſing him to the government of a very powerful na- 


tion, —of preſerving that whole country, and many 
others likewiſe, from periſhing by famine,—of ſup- 
* Porting the family of Jacob in particular, and of 


thus continuing the line, from which it was decreed 
that the Saviour of the world ſhould come,—and, 
therefore, of accompliſhing the Redemption of man- 
kind. On ſuch apparently trifling and caſual circum- 
ſtances may our comfort and ſafety, our life and our ſal- 


vation itſelf depend. O let us truſt and praiſe the 


Lord God of Ifrael, © who only doeth wondrous 


things, and to him let us cheerfully commit the 


keeping of our ſouls, beſeeching him, that all events 


may tend to bring us nearer to himſelf, and prepare 


us for his own everlaſting kingdom ! 


JOSEPH. 


10 


" SECT. 2. 


Fojeph interpreted Pharaoh's dreams made governor of 
Eg ypt—married—furniſhed corn out of bis ftores—re- 
ceived his brethren—diſcovered himſelf to them—/ſent for 
his father —/ſupplied the Eg yptians with corn — viſited 
his fick father buried him—comforted his brethren— 
proſpered—died in faith. 


AmipsT all the various diſpenſations of God, both 
in his providence and grace, we have obſerved that this 
is the invariable rule of his conduct, Whom he loveth 
he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiv- 
eth *,” Perhaps we may advance a ſtep farther, and 
ſay, that thoſe, whom he deſigns to exalt to higheſt 
honour, and to employ in the moſt eminent ſervices, 
he firſt proves and qualifies by , ſingular and very 
ſevere afflictions. We have ſeen one of the moſt ex- 
cellent characters for a long time haraſſed with calami- 
ties of a complicated nature; and we are taught, that 
during all thoſe years of trial, he was not only intended 
for a proſperous and elevated condition, but in a ſtate 
of preparation for it. In due ſeaſon he obtained deli- 
verance from his bondage; and in him was that graci- 
ous promiſe fulfilled, © He ſhall call upon me, and 1 


* Heb. xii. 6. 
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will anſwer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will 


deliver him, and honour him *,” 
Years before Joſeph, while a priſoner in Egypt, was 
Curt 1715+ neglected by the perſon, from whom, it 
ſhould ſeem, he had formed ſome expectations of aſſiſt- 
ance, But, though the chief butler forgat Joſeph, the 
"pete and, in 
a ſurpriſing way, effected the grand purpoſe of his ex- 
altation. The mind of Pharaoh was much diſturbed 
by a dream, which all the wiſe men in his kingdom 


were unable to explain . On this occaſion, the chief | 


butler remembered his ingratitude, and recommended 
Joſeph to the King's notice, for the {kill he had diſ- 
covered in the interpretation of dreams The poor 
Hebrew, therefore, was ſent for, in great haſte, from 
the place of his confinement, and, after changing his 
priſon garments, he ſtood in the preſence of Pharaoh, 


We might aſk, conſidering the nature of his education, 


Was there any thing ſo remarkable in his underſtand- 
ing or abllities, as to engage the attention of the 
Court? But we obſerve, that « God hath choſen the 
fooliſh things of the world to confound the wiſe.” He 
determined, therefore, to ſhew the folly of the magi - 
cians of Egypr, and the vanity of their pretences, 
and at the ſame time, by means of this ſimple youth, 


to make known himſelf as'the God of providence, who 
foreſees and appoints every event. Let us learn to 


aſcribe glory to Him, | 
With what humility, and yet with what firmneſs and 
dignity, did Joſeph appear before the King! He 


®* Pfal. xci. 15. + Gen. xli, 1, &c. 


ſought 


** — 
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ſought not favour by mean flattery or ſubmiſſion, nor 
was he aſhamed to confeſs, that he was the ſervant 
of the living God, and that he depended upon Him 
for direction in this matter, When it was intimated, 
that he could underſtand a dream to interpret it, he re- 
plied, “ It is not in me: God ſhall give Pharaoh an 
anſwer of peace.“ May the fame mind be in all thoſe, 
who are endued with any eminent gifts! Inſtead of 


arrogantly taking praiſe to themſelves, may they ever 


remember, that * a man can receive nothing except it 
be given him from heaven *, and fay therefore, © Not 
unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give 
glory f!“ 

The dream was related by the prince, and immedi- 
ately interpreted by Joſeph, who declared that God 
had thus ſhewed to Pharaoh what he was about to do. 
Under two different emblems, by the appearance of 
ſeven fat and ſeven lean kine, as alſo by the like num- 
ber of good and bad ears of corn, the king had been 
warned in his ſleep, that ſeven years of remarkable 


plenty would be ſucceeded by an equal period of moſt 


grievous famine, It was, therefore, recommended to 
him, to appoint a governor over his kingdom, who 
ſhould provide for the approaching ſcarcity, by laying 
up ſtores in the preceding ſeaſons of great fruitfulneſs. 
The counſel was approved; and it was confeſſed that 
ſuch wiſdom, as Joſeph had diſcovered, was truly 
wonderful, and could be given him only by the Spirit 
of the living God. Pharaoh, then, determined that 


the very man, who, by the divine inſpiration, had 


* John ui, 27, + Pal, cxv. 1. 
ſuggeſted 


2 Re * — 4 — bo TT — - 
£ N — . — — 
5 — ew my 4 — * 

— J - > * - «> @ we « ny 
> a Cu x 23 * 
— C r 5 7 3 * * 

3 OE * 7 
< ola 2 * 8 I EN I NF — * 


- — —— — — 
- = 
= — — = — 
* — 1 — 
Ws. he > — 2 


266 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS 


ſuggeſted the advice, ſhould be fixed upon to carry 
it into execution; and, for this purpoſe, Joſeph was 


immediately inveſted with the higheſt dignity in the 


ſtate, and with an unlimited power to tranſact all the 
affairs of the government; © to bind even princes at his 
pleaſure, and to teach the ſenators wiſdom “.“ © See,” 
ſaid Pharaoh, © I have ſet thee over all the land of 
Egypt: Thou ſhalt be over my houſe, and - according 
unto thy word ſhall all my people be ruled : only in the 
throne will I be greater than thou,” | 

The conduct of Pharaoh may be propoſed as an 
example to chriſtian kings. Let them learn from an 
heathen ruler, that it is the ſoundeſt policy to promote 
ſuch perſons to honour, as are zealous for God and 
appear to be endued with his Spirit. If © righteouſ- 
neſs exalteth a nation,” the public welfare will be moſt 
ſecure under the management of thoſe, who, being 
devoted to the fear of God, will exert themſelves for 
the ſupport and advancement of true religion, and thus 
bring down the divine bleſſing upon the people. 

If now we advert to Joſeph, we ſhall behold him 
with all the enſigns of royalty itſelf, adorned with 
Pharaoh's ring, with fine raiment, and a gold chain, 
expreſſive of dignity, and riding in his chariot of 
ſtate, while they cried before him, Bow the knee. 
What a change is here! and how ſuddenly effected! 
We are conſtrained to acknowledge, © This was the 
Lord's doing.” To Him we muſt aſcribe the dream, 
as well as the interpretation, which was the cauſe of 
this exaltation, How great is His power, who can 


* Pſa!l, cv. 22. 


turn 


rn 
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turn the hearts of all men, whitherſoever he pleaſeth ! 


How firm his promiſe; how unchangeable his love 


towards thoſe, who fear him! He raiſeth the poor 
out of the duſt, and lifteth the needy out of the dung- 
hill : that he may ſet him with princes, even with the 


| princes of his people *. Let us be encouraged to 


maintain our dependence upon God, even in the loweſt 
condition, and eſpecially under unjuſt reproaches. 
« Commit thy way unto the Lord; truſt alſo in him, 
and he ſhall bring it to paſs.” We allow, then, the 
juſtice and . propriety of an Apocryphal comment 
upon the whole of this hiſtory. The divine wiſdom, 
« when the righteous was ſold, forſook him not, but 
delivered him from ſin: She went down with him 
into the pig and left him not in bonds, till ſhe brought 


him the ſceptre of the kingdom, and power againſt 


thoſe that oppreſſed him: as for them that had accuſed 
him, ſhe ſhewed them to be liars, and gave him per- 
petual glory F.” 8 

Do we think it ſtrange, that Joſeph's cauſe was ſo 
long delayed, and that he was expoſed, for ſo many 
years, to the moſt injurious treatment and the fouleſt 
aſperſions? It ſhould be remembered, that the Lord 
is not accountable to us, whatever we, or any of his 
people, may ſuffer: * Let Him do, what ſeemeth 
him good.” But we know our heavieſt afflictions 
proceed from his love. For as © gold is tried in the 
fire, ſo are acceptable men in the furnace of adverſity,” 
and they muſt paſs through one furnace after another, 


* Pſal, cxiii. 7, 8, + Wild. x. 13, 14. 
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till their corruptions be purged away. There is a ne- 
ceſſity, therefore, for the trials even of the moſt emi- 


nent ſaints, on account of the depravity ſtill remaining 


in them. It is probable, that Joſeph's advancement 
might have been fatal to him, had he not been previ- 
ouſly prepared for it by a long courſe of ſuffering, 
« We ſhould have looked upon him with concern (ſays 
an admired writer) had we ſeen him in bonds, and 
known his innocence. But God, who had a far more 
indulgent and tender compaſſion for him, left him in a 


condition, from which we ſhould have delivered him “.“ 


More pleaſing to Joſeph, doubtleſs, than all the ho- 
nours of his new ſituation, was the proſpect of exten- 
ſive uſefulneſs, which it afforded him. We turn our 
attention, therefore, to his conduct in this high depart- 
ment, and conſider of what kind was his adminiſtration 
of the government, Did he give into the ſenſual ex- 
ceſſes of the Court, or make his great preferment the 


means of procuring his own indulgence? No; we 


find him immediately and conſtantly mindful of the 
important buſineſs, to which he was not only appointed 
by Pharaoh, but called by God himſelf. The duties of 


private life, alſo, had a ſhare in his regard ; for, having 


married a perſon of diſtinguiſhed rank, he was bleſſed 
with a family, To his two children he affixed ſigni- 
ficant names, expreſſive of his gratitude for what God 
had done for him. | 

But neither did his domeſtic comforts engage his 
chief concern: the truſt repoſed in him by the king, 


® See this hiſtory beautifully illuſtrated in Rollin's Bell. Lett. 
Vol. III. . 
and 


Jos ER. 8 269 
and the urgent neceſſities of the people, demanded and 
engroſſed his continual attention. With an uncom- 
mon diligence, and with the moſt diſintereſted fidelity, 
he went throughout all the land of Egypt, preparing 
ſtore-houſes in every city, and depoſiting therein the 
vaſt increaſe of corn during the time of plenty. At 
length the famine came, according to the prediction, 
and the utmoſt diſtreſs pervaded the whole kingdom 
and all the neighbouring countries. Go to Joſeph,” 
was the command of Pharaoh to all thoſe, who 
cried to him for relief: and by the provident care: of 
Joſeph, and his tender regard to their wants, their 
lives were preſerved, What a pattern does this wiſe 
governor exhibir, to thoſe who ſtand in the higheſt 
ſituation! They are appointed to their place for the 
benefit of others, and, as ſtewards, are accountable for 
their oonduct. Let them be willing, therefore, to fore- 
go their own profit and indulgence, that they may ren- 
der themſelves of real uſe in the world. 

Years betere The dearth, we have ſeen, was moſt ex- 
cults 1797: tenſive 2 its grievous effects were felt far and 
wide. But, upon this occaſion, the holy ſcriptures call 


our attention chiefly to one ſmall family, the houſe of 


Joſeph's father, the poſterity of Abraham, from which 
the promiſed Saviour was to deſcend. The concerns 
of that little circle were of more conſequence in God's 
eſtimation, than thoſe of all the nations on the earth = 
beſide. A very minute and moſt intereſting account, 
therefore, is given us of their circumſtances: and here, 
the plan of this very remarkable hiſtory is more clearly 
unfolded to us. 


Jacob 
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Jacob and his ſons partook of the general diſtreſs, 
and ſought relief in Egypt *. The old man diſpatched 
ten of his children to purchaſe corn in that diſtant 
Jand ; reſerving only Benjamin at home. Accordingly 
the ten brethren came, as all others were obliged to do, 
to make their petition to Joſeph, acknowledging his 
authority, and bowing, with lowlieſt reverence, at his 
feet. He obſerved them, and inſtantly recollected their 
perſons : for he ſaw them, as he had been accuſtomed 
to ſee them in his father's houſe. But he was unknown 
to them; for he had been ſeparated from them in early 
life, twenty years before, and now appeared in a very 
different habit and ſituation, with different language 
and manners; not as the ſimple, unadorned Hebrew 
youth, whom they had ſold for a ſlave, but inveſted 
with all the enſigns of majeſty, as the lord of Egypt. 
Without any ſuſpicion, therefore, they fell down be- 
fore him, and fulfilled thoſe very dreams, which had 
raiſed their envious indignation againſt him, and-to 
prevent which they had delivered him up to the Iſh- 
maelites. How blind are mortals to futurity ! Who 
ſhall undertake to fſay,. what he ſhall be or do? How 
weak and fooliſh are our wiſeſt counſels, when we at- 
tempt to fight againſt God! 

There may be thoſe, who are ſurpriſed'; at the be- 
haviour of Joſeph towards his brethren, and are ready 
to condemn it as moſt inconſiſtent with his general re- 
putation for meekneſs and benevolence. We will not 
ſuppoſe, that, however excellent, he was perfectly 
blameleſs. Doubtleſs there were ſpots in his character, 


* Gen, xli1. 1, &c. 


whether 


„ 
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whether we may perceive them or not; and, upon a 
{tri& examination of the ſcripture account, ſome per- 
haps may be diſcovered. We muſt diſapprove of what 
is wrong, wherever it is found. But let us not be for- 
ward to cenſure, where the word of God does not autho- 
rize us, and where much may be alleged in juſtification. 
t is allowed, that there is an appearance of cruelty in 
that part of his conduct, to which we now proceed; 
but we will maintain, that he was influenced by the beſt 
principles. 

He affected, at the firſt, to treat them as ves; 
who were come to ſee the nakedneſs of the land, and 
put them in ward for three days; after which he in- 
ſiſted, that one ſhould be detained in Egypt, as an hoſ- 
tage, while the others returned to bring their youngeſt 
brother. Their diſtreſs, upon this occaſion, was ex- 
treme : and now, in their affliction, their conſciences be- 
gan to be awakened, which before, it ſhould ſeem, had 
been inſenſible. They recollected, with great horror, 
what they had done to Joſeph, and confeſſed that they 
were juſtly puniſhed for their barbarous treatment of 
him, They ſaid one to another, (in the hearing of 
Joſeph, little ſuſpecting that he underſtood them) © We 


are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we faw 


the anguiſh of his ſoul, when he beſought us; and we 


would not hear: therefore is this diſtreſs come upon 


us: his blood is required.” | 

A ſtriking inſtance of the force of conſcience! Let 
ſinners fear and tremble before the tribunal of this 
judge. They may contrive to eſcape conviction ſor 


2 while: but the time will come, perhaps even here, 
| when, 
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when, under the preſſure of ſome grievous calamity, 
they ſhall ſtand arraigned at its bar, be conſtrained to 


feel and acknowledge the juſtice of its charge, and be 


filled with confuſion and diſmay for thoſe very fins, 
which they had ſeemed to have forgotten, or made 
light of. Eſpecially, where there has been a religious 


education, as in the caſe before us, paſt inſtructions and 


adthonitions, which might appear for a long ſeaſon to 


be utterly loft, will be recollected, and produce the 


ſtrongeſt impreſſions of terror upon the mind. 
This was a moſt affecting ſcene; more than the 


heart of Joſeph, with all his apparent ſeverity, could 


bear. He was obliged to withdraw from them, to 
give vent to his tears, that he might not betray his 
real character. He turned himſelf about from them 
and wept.” But as his deſign was not yet anſwered, 
he reſumed his former auſterity, and took from them 
Simeon, and bound him before their eyes, requiring 
him to be detained as a pledge for their return, They 


were, however, diſmiſſed with great kindneſs: their 


aſſes were laden with corn; they were furaiſhed with 
proviſions for their journey; and their money was pri- 
vately reſtored. | 

But are they ſuffered to depart without an explana- 
tion of the very ſtrange reception they had met with? 


Is no tender meſſage ſent from Joſeph to his aged fa- 


ther? And muſt the heart of the good old man be 
ftill more deeply wounded by the loſs of Simeon, and 
the demand made for Benjamin ?—We apprehend, 
that, in the whole of this very ſingular deportment, 
Jofeph was actuated by the pureſt affection towards 

$24" them 


the 
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chem all. He wiſhed to be aſſured of the repentance 


of thoſe, who had conſpired againſt him; and his trial 
of them had, in part, anſwered the purpoſe, as it pro- 
duced from them a confeſſion of their guilt. He was 
alſo deſirous to ſee his venerable parent and his beloved 
brother Benjamin. But he could not deſert his ſitua- 
tion: and if, at the firſt, he had diſcovered the whole 
of his hiſtory, in order to have invited them, the end 
might. have been defeated, His brethren, to hide their 
own ſin, would, probably, have concealed the matter 
from Jacob, and viſited Egypt no more. To enſure 
their return, therefore, and gradually to prepare the 
way for the tranſplanting of all their reſpective families, 
Simeon was detained, and Benjamin required, 

We forbear to repeat the diſtreſs of Jacob, and 
the very great reluctance, with which he permitted 
Benjamin to leave him, when. compelled the ſecond 
time by the famine to ſend his ſons into Egypt“. Suf- 
fice it to ſay, that Joſeph received them with the ut- 
molt kindneſs and affection. With the warmeſt ex- 
preſſions of regard, he inquired after their welfare and 
that of their dear father; and when he had fixed his 
eyes upon his younger brother Benjamin, his heart was 
overwhelmed with the ſtrongeſt emotions of love and 
joy; © and he ſought where to weep ; and he entered 
into his chamber, and wept there.” After giving vent 
to his tender feelings, he appeared again before them, 
with all the dignity of the lord of Egypt; and yet, to 
their utter aſtoniſhment, he admitted them to fit down 
at a familiar entertainment with himſelf. While they 
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were eating and drinking in his preſence, he ſhewed 
reſpect to them all, but paid a particular attention to 
Benjamin. f 

Did he, then, vpon that occafion make himſelf 
known? No; he determined, by another device, to 
gain further proofs of their repentance, and of their 


dutiful regard to their father, When they were ready 


to depart, he commanded the ſteward of his houle, 
not only to ſupply them plentifully with corn, and to 
put every man's money in his ſack's mouth, but alſo 
to hide his own ſilver cup in Benjamin's ſack “. It is 
obvious, what his intention was : he was thereby fur- 
niſhed with a pretence for delaying them ; and, white 
Benjamin ſeemed to be convicted of diſhonefty, and to 
have forfeited his liberty, if not his life, they were all re- 
duced to the deepeſt diſtreſs : and thus an opportunity 
was given, more clearly to diſcover the true ſtate of 
their minds. Then Joſeph, perceived, what he had 
earneſtly wiſhed for, that their former barbarity of ſpi- 
rit was ſubdued, that they were ſtung with the keeneſt 


remorſe for their cruelty towards hun, * kindly affec- 


tioned one to another with brotherly love,” and, as 
dutiful children, moſt tenderly concerned for their fa- 
ther's comfort. | 

This was enough : No further trial was neceſſary: 
nor could Joſeph any longer bear to put a violence 
upon himſelf. While they ſtood trembling before him, 
he commanded his attendants to withdraw, and then, 
ſuddenly burſting into tears, declared his real charac- 
ter 7. He cried aloud “ I am Joſeph ;” and inſtantly, 
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with affectionate remembrance of his abſent parent, he 
alked, © Doth my father yet live?“ -A diſcovery, fo 
unexpected, and which brought to their recollection 
their paſt guilt, filled them with ſurpriſe, and terror, 
and confuſion. © They could not anſwer him, for 
they were troubled at his preſence.” But to relieve 
himſelf and them, he called them near to him; and, 
while he repeated, © I am Joſeph your brother, whom 
ye fold into Egypt,“ he aſſured them of his complete 
forgiveneſs, and directed their attention to the over- 
ruling providence of God, which had made uſe of their 
cruelty for the moſt gracious purpoſes, not only to 
exalt him to the higheſt dignity, but to fave the lives 
of thoufands, and to preſerve their poſterity in particu- 
ar, by a great deliverance. : 

The wonderful tidings he had thus publiſhed to 
them, he was anxious to ſend to his venerable father 
in Canaan; and, being apprized of the continuance of 
the famine for five years longer, he was eager to tranſ- 
plant both him and all the different families of his bre- 
thren into Egypt, that he might reſcue them from 
want, and provide them wich a place of ſecurity and 
comfort near to himſelf, He defired them, therefore, 
to haſten back again with the tendereſt aſſurances of his 
love to their common parent, and with the moſt earneſt 


requeſt, that he would inſtantly remove all his houſe- 


hold. But the affecting interview was not yet con- 
cluded, He could not conceal his partiality to Benja- 
min, his own mother's fon, who- accordingly received 
the firſt, perhaps the warmeſt, expreſſions of his re- 
gard. But his heart glowed with fervent affection to 
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8 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, , 
: © he kiſſed all his brethren, and wept over 
_ d then their fears were ſo far diſperſed, that 


ae 5 encouraged to talk with him. 
Every circumſtance in this ſtory is moſt intereſting 


and inſtructive. Without attending to the horror, 
- which the recollection of their guilt excited in the minds 


of his brethren, what opinion ſhall we form of the con- 
duct of Joſeph? Upon a review of the whole, will 
any objection lie againſt him for his ſeeming ſeverity ? 
Will it be ſaid, that he was haughty and revengeful? 
On the contrary, may he not be propoſed as an admi- 
rable pattern of meekneſs, long-ſuffering, and forgive- 
neſs? The injuries, he had received, were unpro- 
voked and almoſt unparalleled ; and, had he been diſ- 
poſed to revenge himſelf, he was furniſhed with the 
moſt convenient opportunities. But, inſtead of return- 
ing evil for evil, he took pains to' comfort thoſe who 
had conſpired againſt his life, upbraided them not with 
what they had done, and, with a parental tenderneſs, 


provided for their ſupport. He will teach us, there- 


fore, © to ſuffer long, and to be kind.” 

Preparations were then made for their departure. 
The King of Egypt, alſo, as well as his Vicegerent, 
invited them to come and fix their abode in the richeſt 
part of his dominions; and they were diſmiſſed, with 
proviſions for the way, with large preſents for them- 
ſclves and their father, and with conveyances for the 
removal of all their families. One thing, perhaps, may 
ſurpriſe us. The laſt words of Joſeph to his brethren, 
upon his taking leave of them, were a ſolemn caution, 


which may ſeem to imply a reproof: © See that ye fall 
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not out by the way.” But, doubtleſs, he ſaw ſuffi- 
cient reaſon for ſuggeſting this admonition, not only 
from their former diſpoſitions, but alfo from the cir- 


cumſtances which had occurred, It was ſeaſonable 


and moſt brotherly advice ; that, being reconciled to 
him, they ſhould not quarrel with each other, but 
abſtain from mutual upbraidings, and not caſt any re- 
flections, which might imbitter their ſpirit. We ſhould 
remember, that the ſame counſel 1s at all times neceſ- 
fary, even to thoſe who are the children of the ſame 
heavenly Father, For, alas ! they alſo are diſpoſed to 
reproach one another, and to © fall out by the way.” 
We omit the particulars of the journey, wherein 
the aged Patriarch, and his numerous progeny around 
him, were conducted from the promiſed land of Ca- 
naan to a foreign country. But we cannot overlook 
the tenderneſs and filial affection of Joſeph, who, upon 
hearing of Jacob's approach, haſtened to meet him, 
and, with expreſſions of reverence, love, and joy, to 
bid him welcome into Egypt. How amiable did this 
Governor of a moſt powerful nation appear! Not 
forgetting himſelf amidſt the ſplendors of a court, nor 
aſhamed to avow his former low connections in life, he 
bowed before the hoary ſhepherd, and fell upon his 
neck, and wept with many tears. Nor was this an 
empty profeſſion, made in ſecret only. He ſeemed 
eager to bring forth his father and his brethren into 
public notice, though their ſituation was mean, and 
their occupation odious, in the eſtimation of the Egyp- 
tians, He introduced them to the King himſelf, 


* Gen, xlvi. 1, &c. 
T4 whoſe 


* _ 7 -— — > = — — 
8 9 2 - : n — — EE _ 
_— * 7 ———_— —— D— 2 - 8 — — 


T4 » 
. ͤ— EE DE 7 ITE ESA >, EIS ES 5. 7 Mpc EM 


Ems © => 


278 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


whoſe kindneſs towards them was very remarkable 2. 
By his appointment they were put in poſſeſſion of a 
moſt fertile part of the kingdom; and there they were 
protected and nouriſned under the care of Joſeph. 
Thus we behold him ſtrictly attentive to his duty, 
both as a ſon and a brother; and more honourable to 
him than his fine veſtures, or his chariot of ſtate, was 
his condeſcending and moſt affectionate regard to thoſe 
relations, who were then ſo much below him. Herein 
was true greatneſs of mind diſplayed ; ſeldom, alas! 


to be found in thoſe, who are ſuddenly raiſed to an 


elevated rank. In general, we obſerve them proud 
and oppreſſive; ſhy of their former connections, and 
unwilling to have it known, from what original they 
ſprang; as if mere outward ornaments conferred a real 
dignity. How falſe an eſtimate! Let the example of 
Joſeph teach us (and. religion will ever demand it of 
us), to attend to the various calls of the different offices 


we ſuſtain, and the places in which we ſtand. This will 


be the brighteſt glory, to which we can attain ; which 
will add a luſtre to the loweſt individual, no leſs than 
to the higheſt miniſter of Nate. 

The family of Jacob, then, was ſettled in Egypt, 
which, ſtrange as it may ſeem, in more inſtances than 
the preſent, proved a nurſing mother to the Church, 
This we perceive to have been effected by the imme- 
diate influence and interpoſition of God, and to have 
been the grand deſign of his providence in all the pre- 
ceding hiſtory. But, while Joſeph was affectionately 


* Gen. xlvii. 1, &c. 
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mindful of his father's houſe, was he inattentive to.the 
neceſſities of the Egyptians? No; they were reduced, 
indeed, to the utmoſt diſtreſs; but, through his un- 
wearied exertions, they were preſerved from periſhing 
by the famine, and made to acknowledge, that they 
owed their very lives to him. He has been accuſed of 
cruelty and injuſtice towards them : but, upon a ſerious 
review, we approve his conduct in the very difficult 


part which he had to act. He ſtood between Pharaoh 


and the people, and was bound to conſult the honour 
and intereſt of the Sovereign, no leſs than the ſupport 
and welfare of the ſubjects. It is obſervable, however, 
that, though there were ſuch different demands upon 
him, he acquitted himſelf with aſtoniſhing wiſdom and 
integrity. They cried to him in their extremity, 
« Give us bread, for why ſhould we die in thy pre- 


| ſence?” And while he ſold unto them for the ſupply 


of their wants, their money, their cattle, their lands, 
and even their liberty, were all alienated to the King. 


Thus Joſeph, as a ſteward, was faithful to his truſt; 


but he promoted not the purpoſes of arbitrary power. 
The poſſeſſions of the people were reſtored to them, a 
fifth only being reſerved for Pharaoh. — We pauſe, 
and admire, not merely the prudence of Joſeph, but 
that grace which enabled him to diſcharge, with fide- 
lity, the duties of the Prime Maniſter of a large and 
powerful nation, no leſs than thoſe of a ſervant and a 
gaoler; and we alſo are encouraged to expect from 
our God all neceſſary aſſiſtance for the various offices 
of life. | 
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Years before In purſuing the hiſtory of Joſeph, we till 
Chrift, 1689. perceive in him, even to the end, the du- 


tiful ſon and affectionate brother, as well as the wiſe. 


ſtateſman, For ſeventeen years he enjoyed the pleaſ- 
ing and inſtructive ſociety of his pious father Jacab, 
but at length he was called to the very painful taſk of 
ſtanding by his dying bed, and taking his laſt leave of 
him. When he heard of Jacob's ſickneſs, eager to 
teſtify all filial reverence and love, he haſtened to viſit 
him, accompanied by his two children Manaſſeh and 
Ephraim, that they alſo might behold the faith and 
hope of a departing faint, and profit by his prayers 
and admonitions at that ſolemn ſcaſon . It was diſ- 


treſſing, doubtleſs, to loſe ſo valuable a parent; but 


in the good man's diſſolution ſuch evident proofs ap- 


peared of his fervent piety and unſhaken confidence in 
God, as muſt have afforded the moſt uſeful leſſon, 


and adminiſtered the ſtrongeſt conſolation to his weep- 


ing family around him. Joſeph, in particular, was 
. reminded of the ſingular diſpenſations of Providence, 


by which the Patriarch had been conducted and pre- 
ſerved, and of the divine promiſes alſo made to him 
and to his ſeed, He heard him, in the views of death, 
declare his firm expectation, that it would be as God 
bad nid; and, while he preſented his two ſons before 
him, he was witneſs to the earneſt petitions put up to 
God for them, and to the benediction ſolemnly pro- 


_ nounced upon them; though, contrary to his own de- 


fire, the younger was preferred before the elder, 
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What ſcenes ſo profitable as the dying beds of be- 
lievers, who can maintain their hope in God. even to 
the laſt! Do they admire and praiſe the grace and 
mercy which they have experienced, encourage their 
friends to adhere ſtedfaſtly to God, and, with an 
eloquence and fervour of which others are incapable, 
expreſs their confidence in the Covenant? What, then, 
do we learn from their teſtimony? Do we not, on 


| ſuch occaſions, feel the reality and excellence of reli- 
gion? Do we not confeſs the vanity of the world in, 


ics beſt enjoyments, and ſpurn at all its offers, while 
we are conſtrained to ſay, Let me die the death of 
the righteous ?” More uſeful to Joſeph, ſurely, muſt 
have been this viſit to his father, than all * pageantry 
of Pharaoh's court. 

Jacob, we have ſeen, before he expired, with great 
ſolemnity and by the ſpirit of prophecy bleſſed all his 
children *. But peculiar notice was taken of Joſeph, 
and it was obvious, even then, that he was the favour- 
jte. For, when the old man came to ſpeak of this 
darling ſon, he ſeemed to dwell with delight upon his 
name. Yet we own, theſe were the words, not ſo 


much of the fond parent, as of the inſpired prophet. 


* Joſeph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by 
a well; whoſe branches run over the wall: The archers 
have ſorely grieved him, and ſhot at him, and hated 
him; but his bow abode in ſtrength, and the arms of 
his hands were made ſtrong by the hands of the mighty 


God of Jacob: from thence is the ſhepherd, the ſtone 


of Iſrael: Even by the God of thy father, who ſhall 
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help thee, and by the Almighty, who ſhall bleſs thee 
with bleſſings of heaven above, bleſſings of the deep 
that lieth under, bleſſings of the breaſts, and of the 


'womb: The bleſſings of thy father have prevailed 


above the bleſſings of my progenitors, unto the utmoſt 
bound of the everlaſting hills : they ſhall be on the head 


of Joſeph, and on the crown of the head of him that 
was ſeparate from his brethren.” We need not add a 


comment. The hiſtory of Joſeph is here briefly re- 


lated, and the future condition of his poſterity predict- 
ed. The ſupport he had received under his unparal- 
leled trials was moſt devoutly aſcribed to the divine 
favour; and it was alſo declared to be the purpoſe of 
Heaven, to crown his family with bleſſings of every 
kind, bleſſings moſt eminent and moſt durable.—It 


vill become us likewiſe to remember, that the Lord 


alone makes the diſtinctions we perceive in the various 
circumſtances of men. © He putteth down one, and 


ſetteth up another“. In every proſperous ſituation, 


then, let not our hearts be exalted, but let his name 
be glorified. For © who maketh thee to differ?“ 

The pious ſon ſtood, with unremitting attention, 
by his departing father ; and, in teſtimony of his un- 
varied affection, © he fell upon his face, and wept 
upon him, and kiſſed him f.“ Nor did his filial re- 
gard ceaſe here. He had received a charge to remove 
the dead body to Canaan, to be interred in the ſepulchre 
of Abraham. He, therefore, cauſed it to be embalmed 
after the manner of the Egyptians; which might be 


rendered neceſſary by the length of the intended jour- 
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ney, and was alſo a mark of reſpect due to the re- 


mains of him, who was ſo nearly related to the Go- 


vernor and Saviour of that country, Joſeph himſelf 
went with the relicts of his dear parent to Canaan, ac- 
companied in the funeral proceſſion with all the retinue 
ſuited to his high rank, as Prime Miniſter of Pharaoh. 

Does not the character before us excite the eſteem 
and admiration of every reader? The amiable meek- 


neſs of his ſpirit was conſpicuous on almoſt every oc- 


caſion. But in no inſtance does he appear more lovely 
than when diſcharging the duties of an affectionate ſon 
and dutiful child, though elevated to the chief honours 
of Egypt. Have we not obſerved him rejoicing to 
hear of his father, when ſeparated from him; moſt anxi- 


ous to promote his welfare; avowing his relation to 


him before Pharaoh's court; and continually attentive 
to his comfort, even to the lateſt moment ? This was 


true dignity indeed. a 


And upon whom is not the command binding, 
ce Honour thy father and thy mother?“ The obſerv- 
ance of this precept is peculiarly pleaſing to God, and 
has generally, in the preſent life, © great recompence 


of reward.” Reaſon, as well as religion, enjoins it. 


For, how much do we owe our parents! It will be 
impoſſible, by any acts of kindneſs, to repay them for 
the expence, and toil, and anxiety, they have had on 
our account, Is this properly conſidered ? May we 
not lament the perverſeneſs and cruel obſtinacy of chil- 
dren, and even their want of natural affection? How 
many aged perſons are grievouſly afflicted by the un- 
kindneſs of their own offspring! When they ſtand in 

5 moſt 
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moſt need of relief and comfort, are they not utterly u 
neglected and deſpiſed by thoſe, whom, for many years, v 
they have tenderly watched over, and, with inexpreſ- h 
ſible diſtreſs to themſelves, laboured to ſupport and to N 
advance in the world? Shall any excuſes be allowed? n 


No difference of rank, no age in life, no ſuperiority ſe 

of abilities will exempt us from the duty; and, moſt a 

aſſuredly, a contemptuous diſregard of it will bring tl 

down the curſe of God upon our families. h 

While Joſeph was mourning for his father, he found | 

an additional cauſe of ſorrow, in a meſſage he received tl 

from his brethren. Their common parent was now | 10 

removed, whom they had conſidered as their bulwark m 

bf of defence. They thought that Joſeph might have © © 

+ q abſtained from revenge through his affectionate regard to 

4 for Jacob ; but they began to fear that, all reſtraint he 

i of this kind being taken away, they ſhould fall under ſe 

1 | his heavieſt diſpleaſure. They ſent, therefore, in the pt 

2 moſt ſupplicating terms to crave forgiveneſs for their ra 

1 | fin, enforcing their petition with the ſacred names of W. 

. his father and of his father's God. —Ah ! how ſuſpicious m 

: is guilt ! How miſerable, how abject the ſinner, under of 

| the reproaches of an awakened conſcience! The Ca 
„ wicked are indeed ready to © flee, when no man pur- 

i fueth,” Was ſuch a requeſt neceſſary ? Had there been m. 

ih | any malicious reſentment cheriſhed in Joſeph's heart ? ha 

i Far otherwiſe, Their very jealouſy, therefore, and me 

4 their entreaty gave him much pain, and called forth tit. 

many tears. Ge 

Not yet fatisfied, they came to him; and, what ſer 

they had at firſt ſcorned to do, and afterwards had done diſ 


unwittingly, 
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unwittingly, now they did voluntarily; they fell down, 
with lowlieſt proſtration, before him, and ſaid, “ Be- 
hold, we be thy ſervants !“ Let the generous man, 
who has never had any other deſigns than thoſe of kind- 
neſs, even to his enemies, judge of the diſtreſs of Jo- 
ſeph upon this occaſion. But this very circumſtance 
affords another proof of the greatneſs of his mind, in 
that complete forgiveneſs and benevolence towards 
his brethren, which marked his character throughout. 
While they were trembling at his feet, he raiſed 
them up and comforted them with aſſurances of his 


love. He was affected, he was grieved by their ſub- 


miſſion, and their crying to him for mercy ; and there. 
fore he referred them to God, who alone had a right 
to take cognizance of their conduct: © Am I (ſaid 
he) in the place of God?“ We ſnould forget our- 
ſelves, and invade the office of God, if we ſhould 
preſume to avenge ourſelves: and we are groſsly igno- 
rant of the nature and evil of ſin, if we are content 
with aſking pardon of our fellow ſinners, and do not 
make ſupplication to our Judge, Ir 1s the prerogative 
of the Lord God Almighty to puniſh, and He only 
can forgive our iniquity. - | 
That they might not © be ſwallowed up with over- 
much ſorrow,” he piouſly obſerved to them, that God 
had over-ruled their treatment of him for wiſe and 
merciful purpoſes, which called for their warmeſt gra- 
titude : * As for you, ye thought evil againſt me; but 
God meant it unto good.” - This conſideration may 
ſerve as a clew to us, to unravel ſome very myſterious 


diſpenſations. We are taught by Joſeph to look beyond 
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all ſecondary cauſes of our trouble, and even beyond 
the wickedneſs of men and devils, to the gracious and 


holy deſigns of God, and to the influence of His pro- 
vidence, who worketh and none can let. © He fitteth 
vpon the throne; and whatever commotions are 
raiſed, while he ſeems to be diſappointed of his aim, 
he is really performing all his pleaſure. He ſuffers 


finners to ſhew the exceeding depravity of their hearts, 


and their rooted enmity againſt him and his people: 


but, like the waves of the ſea, which rage horribly,. 


though they toſs themſelves, yet they can not prevail. 
They are inexcuſable for their bad intentions ; but he 
brings good out of evil, and cauſes their very fins to 
miniſter to the ends of his government, and the Pro- 
motion of his glory. 

How many benefits were derived, in the caſe before 
us, from the baſe conduct of Jacob's fons,—to Joſeph 
himfelf—to his father to his brethren—and to the 
Egyptians! The God of Iſrael was hereby made 
known among many nations, and the line was pre- 
ferved, from which the promiſed Saviour was to come. 
« God meant it unto good ;” and in this view, it 
ſhould feem, Joſeph acquieſced and was thankful, 
Such a conviction .of the holy ſovereignty of God 
will keep us from fretfulneſs and impatience, and in- 
ſpire us with the firmeſt confidence, even while we are 
ſuffering by the violence of ungodly men. We confeſs 
that © his way is in the deep; and we ought never to 
forget, that though he permit our wickedneſs, and will 
get honour by it, we muſt lie in the duſt before him, 

| and 
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and fay, © To us belongeth ſhame and confuſion of 


face!“ 

But, ſince God bears with our perverſeneſs, we alſo 
ſhould bear with one another. We have already ſeen, 
in Joſeph's character, ſome ſtriking inſtances of pa- 
tience and forbearance; and now again, at the laſt, the 
fame ſweetneſs of temper is difplayed. His brethren 
were in dreadful apprehenſion, that he would exert his 
power to cruſh and to deſtroy them. © No;” ſaid 
he, © fear ye not; I will nouriſh you and your little 


ones. And he comforted them, and ſpake kindly unto 


them.” This is a leſſon of moſt important inſtruction. 
Here we behold an example of that charity, which 
« ſeeketh not her own, and is not eaſily provoked.“ 
Is the fame mind alſo in us? Do we poſleſs this pe- 
culiar mark of true Chriſtians? Do we not only love 
one another, but can we © bleſs them that hate us?“ 
Are we © overcome with evil,” or do we overcome 
evil with good?“ Ah! what unchriſtian tempers do 
we witneſs in thoſe, who call themſelves the difciples 
of Chriſt ! What ſtrife and contention ! - What bitter- 
neſs and evil ſpeaking! What a readineſs to take fire 
at every ſuppoſed inſult! What pride, implacability, 
and reſentment ! But let us not vainly flatter ourſelves, 
that we know any thing of true religion, unleſs we 
have © crucified the fleſh with the affections and 
luſts.“ ; 
Teil, bete The ſequel of Joſeph's hiſtory is com- 
Chriſt, 1635. prized in a few ſentences. Though he 
lived from the death of Jacob, the ſpace of fifty-four 
years, we are told only, that he continued to enjoy 
much 
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much proſperity in Egypt, and ſaw his father's houſe he 
and his own deſcendants multiply around him. At 90 
length the period arrived, when he muſt lay down his do 
honour in the duſt. But, in the proſpect of his ap- ga 
proaching diſſolution, his heart was cheered with © a rej 
hope full of immortality.” Firmly depending on the E. 
promiſe of God, he looked forwards to the deliverance if \ 
of the Church, not merely from Egypt, but from the Pr. 
bondage of ſin and Satan through the Redemption of lay 
the Saviour. In token of this expeCtation, he gave a ſtre 


f 1 ſolemn charge to his brethren in his laſt moments, to 
= preſerve his dead body, and carry his bones into Ca- 
naan, aſſuring them that God would in due time con- 
duct them thither. Accordingly we read, that, in all 
the journeyings of the Iſraelites through the wilderneſs, 
the bones of this honoured Patriarch were conſidered 
as a ſacred depoſit, which they carefully conveyed with 
them, and as a conſtant intimation that the Covenant 
4 of God would ſtand faſt with them. Not, therefore, 
1 to a vain fooliſh deſire of ſettling the place of his bu- 
Ihe rial, for his own glory, but to his lively hope we are 
4 to aſcribe his dying requeſt; according to the com- 
* ment of an inſpired writers, By Faita Joſeph, when 
. he died, made mention of the departing of the chil- 
* dren of l and * commandment concerning his 
th bones *. 
. Thus, then, the death as well as the life of this 
va eminent ſaint was truly excellent ; and both of them fur- 
niſh us with ſtrong encouragement to perſevere in the 
ſervice of God. How happy to ſet out early in the 


® Heb. zi. 22, | 
heavenly 


— — * 98 


JOSEPH, 29 


heavenly race, to continue ſteadfaſtly, and to finiſh the 
courſe with joy! This did Joſeph: this may we alſo 
do! Let us look to the end; and, while we have re- 
gard to the faithfulneſs of God, like Joſeph we may 
rejoice and triumph in the ſtability of the Covenant. 
Even then, when _ pains of diſſolution are upon us, 
if we have truſted in Him, on whom the Patriarchs, 


Prophets, and Apoſtles depended, we need not fear to 


ſay, © My fleſb and my heart faileth, but God is the 
ſtrength of my heart, and my portion for ever.“ 


Vol. I. kD JOSEPH 
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JOSEPH 
or ons . 


aer . 


Tefeph may be conſidered as typifying Chriſt, in bis ſuffer- 
ings— bis advancement—-and the benefits of his gavern- 
ment. 


Tut events, which are recorded in the life of Jo- 
ſeph, are ſo very remarkable, that they muſt neceſſarily 
engage the attention, and intereſt the feelings of every 
reader. They cannot fail to pleaſe, aſtoniſn, and in- 
ſtruct, if conſidered only as a common hiſtory, But 
it may be uſeful, before we drop the ſubject, to take 
another view of this eminent Patriarch, not now as an 
example of righteouſneſs, but as a figure of that more 
illuſtrious Perſonage, the Seed of Jacob, who was 
raiſed up for infinitely greater ſervices, than he whom we 
have been contemplating. Upon a ſerious compariſon 
of the two, we ſhall find a molt ſtriking reſemblance 
between them, at leaſt in many important circumſtances. 

The holy ſcriptures, clearly, abound with typical 
repreſentations; in which ſome actions and characters 


were deſigned to exhibit an emblem of others. Parti- 


cvlarly, the main outlines of the grand ſcheme of Re- 


demption were pointed out, in many ways, from the 
6 beginning. 
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beginning. The offices, dignity, ſufferings, and grace 
of the Saviour appeared in promiſes and prophecies, 
throughout the old teſtament, and were alſo deſcribed 
by types, or certain alluſive pictures, in a variety of 
things, perſons, and events, The diſpenſations of God 
to former ages afforded a likeneſs of what he intended 
to accompliſh, * in the fulneſs of time,“ and has now 
brought to paſs by his Son Jeſus Chriſt. We ſhall, 
therefore, find ſome common hiſtories containing x 
myſtical reference to the Goſpel, and, without any 
force, capable of an evangelical application. In many 
inſtances we are expreſsly directed to ſuch a ſenſe by 
the ſcriptures themſelves. Thus Adam, Noah, Mel- 
chiſedec, Iſaac, Moſes, Aaron, David, and others, were 
evidently © figures of Him that was to come.” 

Joſeph, indeed, is not mentioned as a typical cha- 
racter by the writers of the new teſtament; and, it is 
granted, where they do not lead the way, we ſhould 
be very cautious and reſerved in drawing concluſions 
of this kind. There is great danger from indulging 
a lively imagination, which may readily diſcover a 
thouſand reſemblances, where none were ever meant. 


For, while we follow our own fancies, we may fall 


into the groſſeſt abſurdities, and expoſe, to the utmoſt 
contempt and ridicule, the very truths we wiſh to re- 
commend. But there are ſo many points of agreement 
between Joſeph and the Saviour, that the compariſon 
muſt be allowed to be juſt, and ſuch as naturally offers 
itſelf to us. It may alſo be a moſt profitable employ- 
ment, and a proper improvement of the hiſtory we 
have been conſidering, to contemplate the Lord Jeſus 
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as typified by the Jewiſh Patriarch, And in doing 
this, it will be acknowledged that we are juſtified by 
ſome venerable names, and are treading in the ſteps of 
ſeveral pious and judicious commentators. We refer 
only to one. © It is plain, (ſays a learned and ad- 
mired author) that the deſign of God, in joining to- 
gether ſo many ſingular circumſtances in the life of 
Joſeph, was to deſcribe the principal lines in that of 
his Son. We ſhould, therefore, know the hiſtory of 
Joſeph only by halves, if we ſtopped at the bare ſur. 
face, without informing ourſelves of the hidden and 
myſterious ſenſe, wherein the moſt eſſential part of it 
conſiſts, as Jeſus Chriſt is the end of the law and of all 


the ſcriptures *.“ 


Omitting ſome minute particulars, we ſhall perceive 
the cleareſt proofs of an exact likeneſs, in conſidering 
their ſufferings, their advancement, and the benefits of 
their government. 

I. Their ſufferings. Moſt uncommon and diſtreſſ- 
ing were the afflictions of Joſeph even from his earlieſt 
years. We need not repeat the tragical ſtory : It will 
eaſily be remembered, that he was derided, hated, and 
perſecuted by his brethren, becauſe he teſtified of their 
evil conduct, and predicted his own glory ;—that his 
kindneſs towards them was recompenſed with the moſt 
cruel injuries ;—that his life was aimed at, and that he 
was fold for a few pieces of ſilver that, through the 
baſeſt accuſation, he was condemned, without an ad- 
vocate to plead his cauſe ;—that he was treated as 4 
vile malefactor, numbered with thoſe who were ap* 
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pointed to die, and for ſome years confined in a dun- 
geon and yet, that, in the midſt of all, he was meek, 
and patient, and opened not his mouth in murmur or 
complaint, Do we not obſerve herein a ſtriking pic- 
ture of that condeſcending and gracious Redeemer, 


who, in the depth of his humiliation, was more afflict- 


ed than any man? This greater Son of Jacob endured 
trials the moſt ſevere, and of a nature ſimilar to thoſe 
we have now recounted. He could ſay with truth, 
« I am become a ſtranger unto my brethren, and an 
alien unto my mother's children“: They compaſſed 
me about alſo with words of hatred; and fought againſt 
me without a cauſe. They have rewarded me evil for 
good, and hatred for my love .“ For © he was de- 
ſpiſed and rejected of men; a man of ſorrows and ac- 
quainted with grief.” He came unto his own, and 
his own received him not d; becauſe he teſtified of 
them, that their works were evil |, and ſpake of his 
own exaltation at the right hand of God, demanding 
their unfeigned ſubmiſſion to himſelf J. He came to 
them upon an errand of love; but © they would none 
of his counſel:” When they ſaw him, they ſaid, 

Come, let us kill him **,” They ſought to appre- 
hend him, but were reſtrained, by an immediate in- 
fluence upon their minds, till his hour arrived 1H. At 
length, he was betrayed for the vile conſideration of 


thirty pieces of ſilver, and given up into the hands of 
ſtrangers. Charges of the moſt atrocious kind, but 


V Pal, Irix. 8. + cix. 3, . 1. l 3. 


John i. 11. [| Vl. 7. Matt xxvi. 64. 
* Matt, xxi. 38. +t John vii. 30, 44. viii. 29. 
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unjuſt and malicious, were brought againſt him; and 
he was condemned upon the evidence of falſe witneſſes, 
For there were none to ſtand forth in his behalf, none 
to compaſſionate, or to do him juſtice. Thus he de- 
ſcribes his own caſe: © Reproach hath broken my 
heart; and I am full of heavineſs; and I looked for 
ſome to take pity, but there was none; and for com- 
forters, but I found none *.” Not to dwell on all the 
cruel inſults put upon him, and the tortures which the 
rage of his adverſaries invented for him, we cannot 
forget that © he was numbered with the tranſgreſſors.” 
For while we accompany him to Calvary, we behold 
him in a ſituation the moſt ignominious we can ima- 


gine, between two thieves, © the one on his right hand, 
the other on his left +.” But what do we hear from 


him? Do expreſſions of anger, reſentment, or diſcon- 
tent break forth from his lips? He was ſilent under 
reproaches; he complained not of the iniquitous ſen- 
tence, by which he was condemned. © He was op- 
preſſed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth 3,“ except it were in prayer and bleſſing. He 
went down alſo © into the lower parts of the earth,“ 
and continued a priſoner of the grave till the third day, 
but there his humiliation ceaſed : © His ſoul was not 
left in hell, neither did his fleſh ſee corruption.” 

The bare relation of Joſeph's ſufferings muſt deeply 


affect every compaſſionate heart, and perhaps may ex- 


cite many tears, But with what feelings do we receive 
the Goſpel hiſtory, and behold Him, * who was holy, 
harmleſs, and undefiled,” in circumſtances infinitely 


t Iſa. Jin. 7. 
more 
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more painful? It were, indeed, of little moment to 
weep for the injurious treatment of the Saviour, juſt 
as we might do under an impreſſion of pity for any 
innocent perſon in diſtreſs. A tenderneſs of this kind 
does not imply the exerciſe of any truly ſpiritual prin- 
cipics and tempers. We are here called © to look upon 
him whom we have pierced ;” and therefore, while we 
mourn for Him, we are chiefly to conſider our own 
evil deſert, and the aſtoniſhing greatneſs of his love, 
He ſuffered, not merely as 2 virtuous man under op- 
preflizn, but as a ſacrifice for ſin, offering up himſelf 
a propitiation for the moſt rebellious, even for thoſe 
whom he might have made the monuments of his hea= 


vieſt diſpleaſure. | h | 
We turn from the contemplation of ch and the 
orave of Jeſus; and, upon a further view,of the two 

perſons we are comparing, we remark 
II. Their advancement and glory. We have ſen 
the Patriarch ſuddenly delivered from his priſon, and 
raiſed to a ſituation of higheſt rank and diſtinguiſhed 
honour, His moſt painful calamities paved the way 
for his exaltation, He was deſigned, indeed, by God 
himſelf for- this elevated ſtate, and was therefore in- 
veſted with ſupreme power and dignity, according 
to the prophecies concerning him. He was ſet over 
the whole kingdom of Egypt, and had the abſolute and 
uncontrolled diſpoſal of all its affairs, being ſubject only 
to Pharaoh. The people confeſſed his authority, and 
bowed down before him, with all ſuitable reverence and 
obedience, Diſtant nations alſo came and paid their 
homage to him; and even his brethren, who had 
4 maliciouſly 
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maliciouſly oppoſed his advancement, were compelled 
to proſtrate themſelves at his feet. 

But we behold one greater than Joſeph. « We ſee 
Jeſus,” after his aſtoniſhing humiliation and in conſe- 
quence of it, © crowned with glory and honour “.“ 
The grave was obliged to give up her dead; and He, 
who was one while © the very outcaſt of the people,” 
a few days afterwards declared, © All power is given 


unto me in heaven and in earth f.“ The Lord ſaid 


unto him, Sit thou at my right hand F.” He hath 
exalted him to be a Prince and a Saviour : Far above 
all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this world, 
but alſo in that which is to come: And hath put all 
things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over 
all things to the Church $.” This alſo was effected 
according to © God's determinate counſel and fore- 
knowledge,” and for the completion of all the prophe- 
cies concerning him, which had been delivered from 
the beginning of the world. © Thus it behoved him 
to ſuffer, and through ſuffering to enter into his glo- 
ry |.” Much oppoſition had been made, in order to 
fruſtrate the divine purpoſe concerning him ; but that 


very circumſtance tended to promote it. The king- 


dom, then, is the Lord's, and he 1s the Governor 
among the nations 4.” In this human nature, indeed, 
he is ſubject to the Father; for though“ all things 
are put under him, yet He is excepted, which did put 


 » Heb. ii. 9. + Matt. xxviii. 18. 
? Pial. cx. 1. Acts v. 31. Eph. i. 21, 22. 
! Luke xxiv. 26, 46. + Pſal. xxii, 28. 
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all things under him *,” As God, he could hot be 
capable of any advancement; but he ſuſtains the office, 
of which we are now ſpeaking, as Mediator. And, 
in this character, „He ſhall have dominion from ſea 
to ſea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth. 
They that dwell in the wilderneſs ſhall bow before him; 
and his enemies ſhall lick the duſt, Yea, all kings 
ſhall fall down before him: all nations ſhall ſerve 
him +.” For “ God hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above every name; Thar at 
the name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth ; And that every tongue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus 
Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of God the Father 1.“ 
The very Jews themſelves, his brethren according to 
the fleſh (when the fulneſs of the Gentiles ſhall have 
come in), ſhall ſubmit themſelves to him, and “ He 
ſhall reign over the houſe of Jacoby.” 

Do we, then, unfeignedly acknowledge his autho- 
rity, and fulfil his commands? Are we willing, that 
this man ſhould reign over us? It is not enough, that 
we admire his dignity, or pay him an external adora- 
tion, With expreſſions of homage in our lips, we 
may be diſaffected to him in our hearts: and it is the 
reverence, and the obedience of the heart, which he 
chiefly demands, If, however, we are practiſing any 
hypocriſy and deceit in this matter, he will ſearch it 
out, for he trieth the reins. And if we refuſe to bow 


* 1 Cor. xv. 27. ＋ Pfal. IXxii. 8, 9, 11. 
1 Phil. ii. 911. 8 Luke i. 33. Rom. xi. 25s 26, 
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to his ſceptre, he will make us feel the rod of his an- 
ger, and prove his right to the throne which he poſ- 
ſeſſes, © by breaking his enemies in n like a pot- 
ter's veſſel “.“ | | 

We purſue the reſemblance in another particular, 

and conſider 

III. The benefits of their government. It has ap- 
peared to be a ſingular bleſſing to Egypt and to the 
ſurrounding nations, as well as to Jacob's family, that 
Joſeph was exalted to that ſtate of eminence, which he 
attained. Through his prudential care many lives 
were preſerved from periſhing by famine: and though 
his father's houſe were driven to great extremity, he 
was ſent before them to provide an aſylum for them. 
On this account it ſhould ſeem, that honourable name 
was given him, which has been interpreted“ TRE 
Saviouk oF THE WorLD.” All, who felt the diſ- 
treſſes of want, were encouraged to ſeek relief from 
him. © Go To Josern“ was the grand direction: nor 
was any application made in vain. Various kingdoms 
were ſupported from the ſtores which he had laid up; 
and even his own malicious brethren were, after a 
ſhort trial, received to his favour, aſſured of forgive- 
neſs, ſupplied with every neceſſary, and put in poſſeſ- 
fion of the country which he had prepared for them. 

This, though a very remarkable, is but a faint repre- 

ſentation of the advantages derived to a guilty world 
from the government of Jeſus. For, what are all 
temporal bleſſings, compared to thoſe which are ſpi- 
ritual and eternal? Let us behold “ the man, who is 
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God's fellow,” beſtowing the ineſtimable benefits of 
« repentance and remiſſion of fins.” For © he hath 
aſcended on high, he hath led captivity captive : he 


hath received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious alſo, 


that the Lord God may dwell among them *. He 
ſhall deliver the needy when he crieth ; the poor alſo, 
and him that hath no helper. He ſhall ſpare the poor 
and needy, and ſhall fave the ſouls of the needy. His 
name ſhall endure for ever: his name ſhall be conti-/ 
nued as long as the ſun: and men ſhall be bleſſed in 
him: all nations ſhall call him bleſſed f.“ Neither 


is there ſalvation in any other: for there is none other 


name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
muſt be ſaved .“ And of his fulneſs have all we re- 
ceived, and grace for grace d.“ We are complete 
in him :“ For“ He is made unto. us wiſdom, and 
righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, and redemption . 


He is therefore called by a ſignificant and moſt pre- 


cious title, expreſſive of the great deliverance we ob- 
tain by him, Jesus, TRE Saviour, © Becauſe he 
ſaves his people from their fins **,” He is able to 
ſave to the uttermoſt ,: nor is he more able than he 
is willing. It is not enough to aſſert of him, that he 
will receive the application, and relieve the wants, of 
every poor, deſtitute, miſerable creature, crying to him 
for help: but he invites, he commands, he entreats 
all thoſe, who are ready to periſn, to accept the bleſſ- 
ings of his government. With the tendereſt com- 


* Pſa]. Ixviii. 18. + Ixxii. 12, 13, 17 1 Acds iv. 12. 
$ John i. 16. [| Col. i. 10. q 1 Cor. i. 30. 
** Matt. i. 21. ++ Heb. vii. 25. 
paſſion 
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paſſion he ſays, © Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, 
all the ends of the earth: for I am God; and there is 


none elſe .“ And thus again he publiſhes his grace, 


« Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you reſt T:“ © And him that 
cometh to me I will in no wiſe caſt out F.” 
Thouſands have experienced the truth of theſe de- 
clarations, and have been reſcued from everlaſting de- 
ſtruction by this mighty Deliverer. Many nations 
have paid their homage to him; and many more, we 
truſt, will yet © take his yoke upon them,” and * be 
bleſſed in him.” The very Jews themſelves, who gave 
him up into wicked hands, to be crucified and ſlain, 
ſhall obtain forgiveneſs through him. They ſhall turn 


to the Lord, and be ſaved. He will not then upbraid 


them for their former contempt of him ; but he will 
ſpeak kindly to them, admit them to a familiar inter- 
courſe, and appoint them a kingdom near to himſelf 
for ever. 

But moſt gracious as the invitation of the Goſpel 


zs, it is deſpiſed and rejected, till men feel diſtreſs of 


conſcience, and apprehend their danger. Then the 
relief provided is confeſſed to be moſt ſuitable ; and 
every thing elſe, in compariſon, finks in value. The 
hungry ſoul beſt knows how to eſtimate the bleſſing of 
having bread to eat: and to an awakened ſinner, who 
is in dread of impending deſtruction, the grace of Jeſus 
will appear of higheſt worth, infinitely preferable to 
all that the world can offer. He, and he alone, will 


* Iſa. xlv. 22. + Matt. xi. 28. f John vi. 37. 
account 
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account it as © the pearl of great price, and will ſell 


all that he has, that he may buy it “. 


May we not inquire, then, of all, to whom the 
meſſage of the Goſpel is ſent, Do you underſtand the 
true ſtate and condition of your ſouls? Have you a 
deep ſenſe of your need of ſalvation, and a fear of being 
loſt for ever ? We would not flatter you, that your caſe 
is better than you ſuſpect: but we propoſe a remedy, 
which is adapted to perſons of your deſcription, and 


in every reſpect adequate to your wants: Only be you 


perſuaded, to come and ſubmit to this Prince of peace; 
and humbly and thankfully receive thoſe ineſtimable 
bleſſings, which he waits to give, and which none elſe 
can beſtow upon you. 

Or, does the remembrance of your Pe enmity 
againſt him diſcourage you? Juſt cauſe, indeed, you 
have for ſhame and humiliation, But behold, how 
rich his grace! No ſooner ſhall he perceive you proſ- 


trate at his feet, confeſſing your iniquity, than he will 
ſay unto you, Live. Like Joſeph's brethren, you may 


be troubled before him at the recollection of your guilt ; 


but he will encourage and comfort you with ſuch words 


as theſe, © I am your Salvation: fear not; your fins 
are forgiven you!“ | 
Or, do you aſk, What profit ſhall we have, if we 
apply to him? Inquire of thoſe, who have made the 
trial, Were their petitions rejected; or their expecta- 
tions diſappointed ? They will all teſtify, that his ac- 
ceptance of them was gracious, that his communica- 
tions of ſpiritual bleſſings have been liberal, and that he 
* Matt. xiit. 46. 
has 
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has beſtowed upon them ſuch ſtrong conſolations, as 
they had never before conceived, and cannot now ex- 
preſs —We would remind you alſo, that the conſe- 
quence of not complying with his invitation will be 
more than a loſs of happineſs : it will be certain, final, 
and aggravated miſery. If you continue to refuſe ſub- 
miſſion to him, he will ſhortly vindicate his awn cha- 
racter, and avenge the inſult you put upon him. For 
« he that believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him “.“ 


* John iii. 36. 


. 
SECT. 1. 


Job, the reality of his hiſtory —lived before Moſes —bis caſe 
inſtructive , an excellent charafter— of high rank— 
religious —charitable—though dear to God, expoſed to 
Satan's temptations 1 all his ſubſtance and children 
at once—ſubmitted—affiifted with a prievous 45 ſenſe— 
forſaken by his acquaintance—tempied by his wife— yet 
1 God. 


Ir was a very remarkable caution, which a wiſe 
Heathen gave to the richeſt Monarch 1n the world; 
when, refuſing to admire his wealth and grandeur and 
to pronounce him the happieſt man, he warned him to 
conſider, in the midſt of his envied greatneſs, what the 
end might be“. The advice at the time was deſpiſed, 
but this exalted King afterwards felt its propriety, when, 
ſtripped of all his dominions, he was led in chains, and 
bound to the ſtake to be burned. The admonition 
perfectly accords with the ſentiments and language of 
the inſpired writers, who exhort us, © Not to boaſt of 
to-morrow,—nor truſt in uncettain riches .“ 


* Creſum, quem vox juſti facunda Solonis : 
Refpicere ad longæ juſſit ſpatia ultima vitæ. 


Juv. x. 274. 
+ Prov. xxvii. 1. 1 Tim. vi. 17 7. 
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Our own obſervation, indeed, of common life, as 
well as ancient records, muſt furniſh us with many ex- 


amples of the precarious tenure on which earthly poſ- 


ſeſſions are held. But, though the emptineſs of all pre- 
ſent things be generally acknowledged, men are ſtill, 


with the greateſt ardour, aiming at a ſtate of opulence, 


as if this were ſure to be abiding, when once obtained; 
and-thus, with confeſſions of the vanity of the world, 
our ſouls are continually © cleaving to the duſt.” 
The character, which now comes before us, will 
admoniſh us, in a forcible manner, not to place our 
happineſs in any outward advantages, inaſmuch as they 


may ſuddenly be removed, or imbittered to us. A more 
ſtriking inſtance of this cannot be produced, than the 


hiſtory of Job, whom we ſhall ſee, in one day, plunged 
from the ſummit of human greatneſs down to the loweſt 
abyſs of diſtreſs and miſery. 

The book of Job is a compoſition of a peculiar kind, 
and, in the principal ſubject of it, .is totally detached 
from all the other books of ſcripture. Its authenticity 
and inſpiration have been generally acknowledged ; but 
ſome of the circumſtances relating to it have given riſe 
to various diſputes, into which however, as being 
foreign to our deſign, we do not intend to enter, 

The original is written in metre, and is a poem of 
that ſort, which has uſually been termed the dramatic. 
There may be ſome allegory, and much poetical orna- 
ment and amplification ; but part of the work contains 
a plain, ſimple narration of important facts; and theſe, 
chiefly, are what we are concerned with, as far at leaſt 


as they exhibit the character of a very eminent faint. 


5 It 
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It has been doubted, indeed, from the nature of the 
compoſition, whether the whole be not fabulous, or only 
a ſacred parable, which has no foundation at all in real 
hiſtory. But to this the anſwer is obvious: It carries 
not with it the marks of a fable, but appears to be a 
genuine account, grounded on truth, though it be 
clothed in a poetical dreſs, and certain paſſages, eſpeci- 
ally the ſpeeches, may have received ſome enlargement 
from the author, which 1s an uſual licence in writings 
of this kind. We faid that it ſtands alone, as being 
utterly unconnected with the other records of the old 
teſtament; but two of the inſpired penmen bear witneſs, 
that there had been ſuch a perſon as Job, of the very 
character which is here deſcribed. Ezekiel teſtifies of 
his eminent piety, and ranks him with thoſe illuſtrious 
ſervants of God, Daniel and Noah, whoſe exiſtence has 
not been queſtioned *; and St. James propoſes him as 
a pattern of patience to all believers f. It deſerves our 


notice alſo, that St. Paul confirms the authority of the 
book, by quoting it as a part of ſacred ſcripture }. 


Very different have been the opinions of learned men 
concerning the time when Job lived. The moſt pro- 
bable, and the moſt prevailing ſentiment is, that he was 
deſcended from the family of Abraham, by Nahor his 
brother (amongſt whoſe kindred it ſhould ſeem that 
true religion obtained and flouriſhed for a while), and 
that he is to be placed not far from the ancient Patri- 
archs, 15 many circumſtances we conclude, that 
he was prior to Moſes: the very advanced period, to 


"IM Ezek. xiv. 14. Þ# Jam. v. 11. 4 Compare Job v. 13, with 


1 Cor. iii. 19. ; 


Vor. I. "TM which 
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* 


which his liſe was prolonged (not leſs, we apprehend, 
than two hundred years) forbids us to think that the 
age of man was then ſhortened to its preſent contracted 


imits: the nature and number of the ſacrifices, which he 


offered, not being agreeable to the Moſaic inſtitution, 
afford a ſtrong preſumption that the Jewiſh economy 
was not then eſtabliſhed : and, as this book makes no 
mention of the peculiar ſituation of the Iſraelites under 
the law, nor contains any clear reference to the rites and 
ceremonies of that law, we are inclined to believe that 
the tranſactions, which are the ground of the poem, 
occurred before the aſtoniſhing deliverance of the He- 
brews from their Egyptian bondage *. It has, there- 
fore, been moſt generally ſuppoſed, that, during their 
opprefſion in Egypt, and at a time when little of the 


true knowledge or worſhip of God was to be found on 


the earth, this holy man lived, and ſpread his influence 
amongſt an idolatrous people in the land of Idumea and 
Arabia. We have already obſerved in Melchiſedec, 
and: we now remark in Job and his friends, that God 
may ſometimes be pleafed to reveal himfelf to thoſe, 


* See this opinion judiciouſly ſtated and defended, in Lightfoot's 
works, vol. i. page 23; Lowth de ſacra poeſi prælect. xxxit; and 
in Sherlock's diſcourſes on prophecy, Diſſert. 11,—Dr. War- 
burton, 1n his divine Legation of Moſes, brings down the date of 
the book ſo low as to the return of the Jews from the Babyloniſh 


captivity, and ſuppoſes it to be written with a peculiar reference to 


the diſtreſs they might feel, upon their re-eſtabliſhment in Canaan, 
becauſe the extraordinary Providence, granted to their forefathers, 


was then withdrawn, But he allows that it contains a real hiſtory, 


and that Job lived, as repreſented above, in the Patriarchal age, or 
at leaſt before the time of Moſes, 
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who are not within the pale of his outward and viſible 
Church. He is not confined to any particular means of 
communicating information; but he can make known 
his will, in the cleareſt manner, even to ſuch as may 


ſeem the fartheſt removed from inſtruction: nor dare 


we exclude any perſons from the poſſibility of attaining 
his favour ; for * in every nation he that feareth him, and 
worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted with him “.“ 
Various opinions, alſo, have been advanced concern- 
ing the author of this book, which has been by different 
writers aſcribed to Moſes, to Job himſelf, to Elihu, 
and to Ezra. But we enter not 1ato fo intricate an in- 
quiry, obſerving only, that it bears the moſt evident 


marks of antiquity, and has generally been thought as 


old as the Pentateuch, if not the moſt ancient compoſi- 
tion in the world. It is enough for us to delineate the 
character here repreſented, and to conſider what leſſons 
of improvement we ourſelves may derive from it. 
Some paſſages of the book will be found, perhaps 
aſter the moſt diligent examination, very difficult and 
obſcure. But let not this diſcourage our ſerious atten- 
tion to it. Many inſtructions, neither of doubtful 
meaning, nor of ſmall importance, are to be drawn 
from it. The deſign of the whole is clear and moſt 


Intereſting. In the hiſtory of Job the conduct of 


divine Providence is exhibited in a very ſtriking light: 
we are taught, that for wiſe purpoſes the wicked are 


permitted to proſper and to triumph, the righteous to 


be afflicted, tempted, and oppreſſed: we are conſtrained 
to reverence and adore the majeſty of that God, with 


Acts x. 35. 
X 2 whom 
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whom we have to do: we learn the folly and the fin of 
| contending with Him: and we are led to truſt and to 
praiſe him, not only in a time of outward eaſe and com- 
fort, but even when we feel the rod of his correction, 
and every thing dear is taken away from us. 

Job is held forth, as it were, to public view; and he 
affords a glorious ſpectacle indeed. Angels and men 
ſeem called upon to obſerve this moſt faithful and be- 
loved ſervant of God, ſuddenly caſt down from the 
height of proſperity, ſuffering accumulated miſeries, 
and thoſe of no common kind, treated as an outcaſt 
from earth and heaven, and maintaining a ſevere con- 
flict againſt the powers of darkneſs. From ſuch an 
inſtance we are almoſt ready to arraign the juſtice, 


the faithfulneſs, and goodneſs of God, and we aſk, © Is 


it, then, in vain to ſerve Him?“ But the ſequel of the 
hiſtory is expreſsly calculated to ſilence our proud ob- 
jections, and teach us to ſubmit with humility, faith and 
patience. For we behold this eminent ſaint, in the 
midſt of his diſtreſſes, ſupported by an Almighty hand; 
ee perplexed, but not in deſpair ; perſecuted, but not 
forſaken; caſt down, but not deſtroyed ;” exerciſing a 
firm confidence in God, by which he endured to the end, 
and triumphed over all oppoſition. May we be ſuitably 
affected by the ſight, and learn what conduct becomes 
us, under the corrections of God, the reproaches of 

men, or the temptations of Satan! | 
In the very opening of the book, the excellency of 
Job's character is brought at once into view; and it is 
declared, that he was © perfect,“ without guile and 
hypocriſy, “ and upright,” poſſeſſed of, and actuated by 
pure 
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, pure and holy principles; © one that feared God,” con- 


feſſing and worſhipping the true God, in the midſt of 
Idolaters, zealous for religion ; © and he eſchewed evil,” 
keeping at a diſtance from fin, and thus recommending 


his profeſſion by the conſiſtency and integrity of his 


practice . We ſhall obſerve the juſtneſs of this de- 
ſcription, while we accompany Job through the differ- 
ent circumſtances of his life. 

He is repreſented to us, in the former part of the 
hiſtory, as one of high rank, and abounding in all 
worldly poſſeſſions. An eſtimate is made of his ſub- 
ſtance, according to the ſimplicity of thoſe times, from 
his very numerous flocks and herds, whereby it appears, 
that hd nad exceeding great riches and a moſt extenſive 
Louſchold, and ſurpaſſed in opulence *© all the men of 
the eaſt,” His wealth might entitle him to reſpe& : 
but he was alſo a principal magiſtrate, if not a Ruler, 
in the place where he dwelt. For thus he ſpeaks of his 
own exalted ſituation: « I waſhed my ſteps with but- 
ter, and the rock poured me out rivers of oil; I went 
out to the gate through the city, I prepared my ſeat in 
the ſtreet: The young men ſaw me, and hid them- 


ſelves; and the aged aroſe, and ſtood up: The princes 


refrained talking, and laid their hand on their mouth: 
The nobles held their peace, and their tongue cleaved 
to the roof of their mouth: choſe out their way, and 
ſat chief, and dwelt as a King in the army, as one that 
comforteth the mourners 4.” He was likewiſe bleſſed 
with domeſtic comforts, having ſeven ſons and three 
daughters, who were ſettled around him, and lived 


Job i. 1, &, + xxix. 6—9, 25. 2 
X 3 together 
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together in proſperity, peace, and love . What d e 


have been deſired more? 


But alas! how frequently are the bounties of Pre- 
vidence a ſnare to the foul! Who forget God, ſo much 
as thoſe who are intruſted with riches and power ? 
Perhaps our integrity is put to a ſeverer trial, when all 


things ſucceed to our wiſhes, than when the heavieſt 


troubles aſſail us. We therefore pray, © In all time 
of our tribulation, and in all time of our WzaLTH, 
Good Lord deliver us F.” 

Under the influence of religious principles, Job was 
enabled to ſtand againſt all the allurements of greatneſs. 
His piety and zeal were moſt eminent. He watched 
over his offspring with a tender concern for their ſpiri- 
tual intereſts, and offered up continual interceſſions for 
them. It is obſerved more eſpecially, that, whenever 
they had any convivial meeting among themſelves, he 


called them to join with him in prayer, thatghey might 


ſeek forgiveneſs, leſt ſomething in their tempers or 
manners ſhould have been diſpleaſing to God. Behold 


here, then, the devout father, the pious maſter of a fa-. 


mily ! Job was the prieſt of his own houſe, and taught 
and required his children to worſhip at his altar. It 
appears alſo, that, in the midſt of his afluence, he main- 
tained ſweet intercourſe with God, and that his experi- 


ence of divine comforts was the chief ingredient in his 


happineſs. Such 1s his own deſcription : © In the days 
when God preſerved me, His candle ſhined upon my 
head, and by His light I walked through darkneſs; 
The ſecret of God was upon my — The Al- 
mighty was with me 4.“ | 


* Job1.2, 4, && f Litany, . 1 Job xxix. 2—5. 
5 And 
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And ſhall any ſuppoſe, that an elevated tation will 
excuſe their neglect of religious duties? Rather, let it 
be concluded, that they are under ſtronger obligations 
than others, by their example and their influence to re- 
commend and enforce the profeſſion and the practice of 
true godlineſs. But, if we viſit the manſions of our 
Nobility, ſhall we find them conſecrated to God? 
Shall we obſerve parents and children offering up ſpi- 


ritual ſacrifices together? Shall we hear of any ſuch 


thing amongſt them, as communion with the God of 
heaven? Who does not perceive and lament the very 
reverſe of all this ? 

Nor did the piety of Job conſiſt in words only, or 
in mere external forms of devotion. Its purity and ex- 
cellence were manifeſted, by his vigarous exertions 
to render himſelf as extenſively uſeful as poſſible, and 


by the whole of his amiable deportment. For the 


proof of this, indeed, we are indebted to his accuſers, 
who compelled him to ſpeak in vindication of his awn 
character. With all the confidence of an upright man 
he declares, not in the ſpirit of boaſting, but in reply 
to the falſe charges brought againſt him, © I delivered 
the poor that cried, and the fatherleſs, and him that 
had none to help him: The blefling of him that was 
ready to periſh came upon me; and I cauſed the wi- 
dow's heart to ſing for joy: I put on righteouſneſs, 
and it clothed me; my judgment was as a robe and a 
diadem : I was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to 
the lame: I was a father to the poor; and the cauſe 
which I knew not I ſearched out: And I brake the 

X 4 Jaws | 
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jaws of the wicked, and plucked the ſpoil out of his 
teeth . Did not I weep for him that was in trouble? 
Was not my ſoul grieved for the poor T? I have not 


with- held the poor from their deſire, nor have cauſed the 


eyes of the widow to fail: I have not eaten my morſel 
alone, but the fatherleſs hath eaten thereof; (for from 


my youth he was brought up with me as with a father, 


and I have guided her from my mother's womb;) I 


have not ſeen any periſh for want of clothing, or any 


poor without covering; but his Joins have bleſſed me, 
and he was warmed with the fleece of my ſheep 4.“ 
Nor did his abundance miniſter to the purpoſes of pride 


or ſenſuality, His heart was fixed upon a better por- 
tion than all his afluence could give him; and in his 


moſt proſperous days he was humble, meek, and ſpiri- 


tual. He made not gold his hope, nor ſaid to the 
fine gold, Thou art my confidence: He rejoiced not, 


becauſe his wealth was great, or becauſe his hand had 
gotten much 8.“ 

Who does not confeſs, that a rich man of ſuch a 
character is a public bleſſing? The more exalted his 


ſituation is, the more enlarged will be his uſefulneſs. 


His piety will add the brighteſt luſtre to his high rank; 
and his wealth and power will enable him to do more 
than others can, for the glory of God and the benefit 
of his fellow creatures. But have we not cauſe to 


lament the arrogance and diſſipation, the covetouſneſs 


and oppreſſion of the great? How few are proof 
againſt © the love of money!” How few, who are 


* Job xxix. 12—17. + XXX. 25. f xxxi, 1620. & 24, 25. 
5 | at. | 
no 


JOB. 313 
not abuſing the gifts of God to the purpoſes of intem- 
perance | Where are thoſe, who live in affluence, and 
yer maintain an humble, ſpiritual mind? Where are 
they, who poſſeſs authority, and are not betrayed into 
haughtineſs, cruelty, and injuſtice ?—Be it our con- 
cern, as faithful ſtewards, to improve our talents, 
Though we have not the property or the influence of 
Job, may we not, in various reſpects, be © a ſtrength 
to the poor, a ſtrength to the needy in his diſtreſs, 


and cauſe the widow's heart to ſing for joy?“ But 


the large expences of many around us, who ſtudy only 
to gratify their vanity and ſenſuality, while they © with- 
hold the poor from their deſire,” will be“ a ſwift 
witneſs“ againſt them, As to thoſe alſo, who are 
heaping up uſeleſs treaſures, © the ruit thereof will eat 
their fleſh, as it were fire,” For © riches profit not 
in the day of wrath ;” but then it will be found, that 
the covetous are thoſe © whom God abhorreth.” 

We ſhall not wonder to hear, that a perſon, ſo 
eminently holy as Job, was very dear to God. He 
conſiders his people as his portion and his glory; and, 
therefore, he pleads their cauſe, defends them from 
dangers, and rejoices over them to do them good. 
This will appear from the circumſtance, which next 
demands our attention. 

An account is given us of a remarkable conference, 
reſpeCting the character of Job, between the moſt High 
God and the Prince or Leader of the fallen Angels, 
who is called Satan or the Devil. It may ſafely be 
granted, that, as this is a poetical deſcription, the 
matter is repreſented with ſomething of that fictitious 
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314 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 
colouring, which is always allowed in compoſitions of 


ſuch a nature. But it does not therefore follow, that 
the whole is a fable. So much is clear: There is an 
evil ſpirit, the enemy of God and of all righteouſneſs, 
who is continually ſeeking to diſtreſs, to ſeduce, and, 
if poſſible, to deſtroy thoſe who love God, He is 


their accuſer and tempter ; ever bringing againſt them 


falſe and malicious charges, inſinuating that all their 
ſervices proceed from a ſelfiſh principle, and laying 
Mares for them, that he may draw them aſide from the 
path of duty. He is, indeed, under the reſtraint of 
an Almighty Power, and all his devices are over- ruled: 
but he is permitted to ſhew his malignity, and to ex- 
erciſe an influence (in a way we pretend not to ex- 
plain) over the minds of the righteous, as well as of 
the wicked. How far this influence may extend, we 
do not determine: but, probably, much of the un- 
ſteadineſs and unhappineſs of Chriſtians is to be aſcrib- 
ed to his agency. | 

It will be aſked, Why is he ſuffered to tempt thoſe 
who are moſt dear to God ? A right underſtanding of 


the preſent hiſtory will enable us to reply, that this is 


deſigned, not to gratify but to confound Satan ; not to 
do him a pleaſure, but to bring great advantage to 
them, and to advance them to a higher ſtate of glory, 
while they are enabled vigorouſly to reſiſt and finally to 
conquer him. He has been uniformly oppoſing the 
work of Redemption from the beginning ; but that very 
circumſtance will at laſt iſſue in the honour of God 
and the triumph of his people, and in the utter con- 
fuſton and aggravated condemnation of the Devil. 
While 
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While the Lord God teſtified of the unfeigned piety 
of Job, and as it were boaſted of him, that there was 
none like him in the earth, the vile adverſary, who is 
« the accuſer of the brethren,” ſuggeſted that Job did 
not fear God for nought, that he was conſulting only 


his own intereſt, without any good principle in his 
heart, and that, if all his worldly enjoyments were re- 


moved from him, he would no longer retain his integri- 
ty, but curſe God to his face. In order to prove the 
charge to be as falſe as it was malicious, permiſſion 
was granted, that this holy man ſhould be tried by the 
immediate deprivation of all that he poſſeſſed. Here 
the ſecret is revealed; the true cauſe of all the ſucceed- 
ing calamities is declared; and the plan of the whole 
book is laid before us. This remarkable hiſtory, then, 


exhibits a conflict between Satan and an eminent faint, 


or rather, perhaps, between Satan and God himfelf: 
for the Lord took part with his ſervant Job, and ſuf- 
fered him to be moſt violently affaulted, only that the 
excellency of his character might be more clearly ma- 
nifeſted, and the Devil confounded in his purpoſe. 

This will teach us to account for ſome moſt afflic= 


tive diſpenſations of the divine Providence towards 


the beſt of men. Many of this very deſcription may 
be weighed down with diſtreſſes of a complicated na- 


ture, and be ready to conclude, that they are utterly 


forſaken of God. Such perſons eſpecially are exhorted 
moſt ſeriouſly to conſider the cafe of Job. Their ſitu- 
ation may be ſimilar to his; and from him they ſhould 


be inſtructed to bow with unfeigned ſubmiſſion to the 
7 God 


| 
| 
, 
I 


2 


ꝶ3＋36 ion 


— ETD — - 
— - 5m 8 


* 4+: 


_— — DOORS . — 2 . =D = - = \ 
4 A ' — — . —— 1 > > 
* mo” * * — — — = XY — 7 2 — 
— E 5 —2 2 =: : \ * T Fo - 22 "IS 2 — 
* 33 — — 2 : 22] . a 3 a pas — 8 
2 9 — * — I E — — * - es... 4--: * — 4 2 - 
: N 2 7 : : * 2 = l — . 
Sn 1 = _— "= > = e 8 
MF; : - ks 7. "1 — : — 2 us 
== = 33 . — — 
3 y a ” — — 2 5 Xe SS, — 


316 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


God of heaven, to maintain their hope in Him, and 
to rejoice in the expectation of a happy iſſue. 

Do you complain, that none were ever tried as you 
are, and that your ſufferings are of ſo peculiar a ſort, 
as to prove you to be the objects of God's heavieſt 
diſpleaſure ; like outcaſts, excluded from his favour? 
We would perſuade you to ſuſpend your judgment, till 
you have examined, with fixed attention, the hiſtory 
before you, Come, behold a man beloved of God, 
ce deſtitute, afflicted, tormented,” with whoſe calami- 
ties, either in weight or in number, your's will not 
bear a compariſon. g 

Job, we have ſeen, was placed in an elevated ſitua- 
tion, with great riches in poſſeſſion; but in the ſhort 
ſpace of a day, without any previous warning, he was 
deprived of all his ſubſtance, and reduced to a ſtate of 
contempt and indigence. One meſſenger trod upon the 
heels of another, with tidings of diſtreſs, declaring his 
numerous flocks and herds, his oxen and aſſes, his ſheep 
and camels, to be taken away by rapine, or conſumed 
by lightning from heaven.— Will it not be allowed, 
that ſo ſudden and ſo entire a change of circumſtances 
muſt be peculiarly painful? The dread of want is 
very frequently more than the human mind can endure: 
but in general, it ſhould ſeem, the anguiſh on this ac- 
count will be felt moſt ſeverely by thoſe, who have 
always enjoyed abundance. Shall we, then, murmur 
at, or even mention, our own trifling loſſes and diſap- 
pointments, when we behold Job reduced much lower 
than ourſelves ? | 


He 


10 B. | 317 

He had been happy in his children, whom he had 
eſteemed his glory, and as a crown upon his head “. 
But in the very ſame day, while he liſtened to the ſad 
tale of his other misfortunes, the ſtill more melancholy 
tidings were carried to him, that the houſe, wherein 
his ſons and daughters were aſſembled for the purpoſe 
of a convivial meeting, had been ſuddenly blown down, 
and buried them all in one common ruin. Thus were 
his expectations of ſupport and comfort from his off- 
ſpring inſtantly defeated. —Are not many pining away 
with exceſſive ſorrow, for the death of a beloved child 
or of ſome tender Relation, and complaining againſt 
God, becauſe he has removed © the deſire of their 
eyes?” But will you not dry up your tears, and re- 
{train your murmurs, while you are witneſſes to ſuch 
an univerſal deſolation in the family of Job? 

And now the wiſh of Satan was gratified. Ac- 
cording to his requeſt, he ſaw this ſaint of God brought 
down to a moſt abject condition. But was his end 
anſwered? Did Job renounce his religion, or curfe 
his God? No; the devil's inſinuation againſt him was 
moſt baſe ; and the falſchood of it was evinced. Are 
we not ſolicitous to be informed how he endured his 
trials? We have obſerved, that his conduct was ex- 
emplary, his character unblamable, during his proſpe- 
tity, But we have known many, who have appeared 
to pay a ſerious and conſiſtent regard to the profeſſion 
of godlineſs, as long as they have enjoyed their eaſe | 
and ſucceeded in their worldly ſchemes, and yet have 
been unable to ſtand (he ſhock of ſevere afflictions, 


d. Job xix. g. 
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have given up their boaſted confidence in God, and 
& concerning faith have made ſhipwreck.” If we ſearch 
the habitations of the wretched, we ſhall not find in 
all, nay not in the moſt, a meek ſubmiſſion to the will 
of God, an humble dependence on his promiſe, and a 
cheerful waiting for deliverance in his time and way, 


But © ye have heard of the patience of Job.” He is 


held forth as an eminent example of entire reſignation 
to the divine appointment, and of that unſhaken reli- 
ance, which can truſt God as much in darkneſs as in 
light, from an aſſurance that He doeth all things well, 
At the beginning, at leaſt, of the ſharp conflict we 


perceive an uncommon exerciſe of theſe principles, 


and from this part of the hiſtory, we apprehend, he 
has been celebrated as the moſt patient of men. 

Behold him, then, ſtripped of all his poſſeſſions, no 
longer the father of a numerous offspring, but rendered 
childleſs at one ſtroke! He felt the weight of the 
calamity ; he could not abſtain from expreſſions of his 
grief; but he acquieſced ; he juſtified God, and ſur- 
rendered up all to Him, He aroſe, and rent his man- 
te, and ſhaved his head, and fell down upon the 
ground, and worſhipped, and ſaid, © Naked came ] 
out of my mother's womb, and naked ſhall I return 
thicher: The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away ; bleſſed be the name of the Lord.” 

It will become us alſo, if deprived of any dear de- 
lights, to reflect, that very ſoon we muſt part with all, 


and that we ourſelves muſt be conſigned to the grave; 


that the favours, we here enjoy, were but intruſted to 


us for a ſhort ſeaſon; that the Lord God, as the abſo- 
| | x lute 


Jute 
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jute proprietor of all, has a right to demand from us, 
what and when he pleaſes, and deſerves to be loved, 
ſerved, and glorified, when he takes away, no leſs 
than when he gives.—But does not this example re- 
prove our murmuring, and peeviſhneſs, and unbelief? 
Have we not quarrelled with the righteous diſpenſa- 
tions of God, as if he had injured us, becauſe he has 
croſſed our wiſhes, and reſumed the bleſſings which he 
had only lent us? Let us bow before him in acknow- 
ledgment of his ſovereignty, his juſtice, truth, and 
goodneſs, If, indeed, we © have believed through 
grace,” we ſhould do more than ſubmit, and juſtify 
the ways of God; we ſhould praiſe him, and rejoice 
in him, as our unchangeable portion, even when we 
feel the heavieſt ſtroke of his hand. 

The ſacred hiſtory remarks, © In all this Job ſin- 
ned not, nor charged God fooliſhly.” So far, then, 
the temptation did not ſucceed ; the purpoſe of Satan 
was defeated, And did the malicious adverſary deſiſt 
from any further attempts? No: another, and a 
much more violent onſet was made upon Job, under the 
permiſſion of a gracious God. And we ought not to 
forget, that, though we may have gained one conqueſt, 
we are not therefore ſecure from all future aſſaults; 
but, probably, we ſhall ſoon be attacked again in ſome 
other quarter. : "YES: 

The Lord, who had beheld his favourite ſervant 
enduring the ſtruggle in a moſt honourable manner, 
is repreſerited as pleaſed with his conduct, and even 
glorying that his enemy was baffled in the conflict. He 
ſaid to Satan, © Still he holdeth faſt his integrity, 

although 
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25 although thou movedſt me againſt him, to deſtroy him 
. without a cauſe *,” But the baſe accuſer inſinuated, 
that Job might yet be very eaſily ſeduced; that his 
ſteadfaſtneſs was not ſurpriſing, as hitherto he had not 
been at all afflicted in his perſon; and that, if God 
would put forth his hand to lay any grievous malady 
upon his body, he would quickly renounce his princi- 
ples, and curſe God to his face. It was, therefore, 
permitted, in order to manifeſt the ſincerity and ſtrength 
of his faith, that he ſhould be tried in the very way 
which Satan himſelf had propoſed : and accordingly, a 
moſt painful and loathſome diſeaſe, affecting the whole 
frame, was immediately laid upon him; and he became 
at once, a burden to himſelf, and an abhorrence to 
every one around him. 
We inquire not what was the particular nature of 
this diſorder : enough is told us, to prove that it was 
moſt excruciating, and rendered him a ſpectacle of 
wretchedneſs and horror. He was covered © with ſore 
boils from the ſole of his foot unto his crown, And 
he took him a potſherd to ſcrape himſelf withal, and he 
ſat down among the aſhes.” Thus he deſcribes his 
own miſcrable ſtate : © I am made to poſſeſs months 
of vanity, and weariſome nights are appointed to me. 
When I lie down, I ſay, When ſhall I ariſe, and the 
night be gone? and I am full of toſſings to and fro 
unto the dawning of the day. My fleſh is clothed 
with worms and clods of duſt ; my ſkin is broken and 
become loathſome. My bones are pierced in me in 
the night ſeaſon; and my ſinews take no reſt, By the 
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great force of my diſeaſe is my garment changed: it 
bindeth me about as the collar of my coat. I am a 
brother to dragons, and a companion to owls, My 
ſkin is black upon me, and my bones are burned with 
hear” OE: 

But had he none to adminiſter conſolation ? Where 
were his numerous domeſtics, his friends, and rela- 
tions? Alas! we cannot mention one circumſtance, 
but we therein pefceive an aggravation of his ſufferings, 
Let us hear his own account: * My kinsfolk have 
failed, and my familiar friends have forgotten me. They 
that dwell in mine houſe, and my maids, count me for 
a ſtrangers I am an alien in their ſight, I called my 
ſervant and he gave me no anſwer; I entreated him 
with my mouth, My breath is ſtrange to my wife, 
though I entreated for the children's ſake of mine own . 


body. Yea, young children deſpiſed me; I aroſe, and 


they ſpake againſt me. All my inward friends abhorred 
me: and they whom I loved are turned againſt me f.“ 
He complained, we ſee, of the very wife of his 


| boſom. Ah! what an incteaſe of his diſtreſs was here ! 


She, who ought to have been, above all others, his 
comforter in trouble, and ſhould have encouraged his 
faith and confidence in God, ſeemed to take part with 
Satan, and performed the very office of the Temprer. 
She was at leaſt a fit inſtrument for the Devil's pur- 
poſe; for, doubtleſs, ſhe ated under his influence, 
while ſhe derided her huſband's piety, which had 
brought him fo poor a recompence, and exhorted him 
inſtantly to renounce it. Then ſaid his wife unto 


® Vil. 3—5. XxX. 17, 18, 29, 40. 4 xix. 1419. * 
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him, Doſt thou till retain thine integrity? Curſe God, 
and die,” { The propoſal, horrid as it was, coming 


from one ſo near to him, would have peculiar weight: 


and what wonder, if it had prevailed? For then 
ſurely we are in eſpecial danger, when they, on whom 
much of our temporal happineſs depends, ſolicit us to 
ſin. We have need to beware of thoſe of our own 
houſehold. Yet even this ti ial, ſharp as it muſt have 
been, ſerved only to evince the continued firmnels of 
his religious principles. “ He faid unto her, Thou 
ſpeakeſt as one of the fooliſh women ſpeaketh: what? 
ſhall we receive good at the hand of God, and ſhall 
we not receive evil?“ | 

How amiable the diſpoſition of the pious ſufferer! 
Still he remembered that the God of heaven had a 
right to inflict on him what He pleaſed, nor did he 


_ preſume to call Him to account. How uncommon a 
meaſure of true faith was this, which ſupported him 1n 


his moſt abject ſituation ! Here, then, we behold again 
the triumph of grace; the faint of God maintaining 
his dependence and ſubmiſſion, though every comfort 
1n life had been ſuddenly removed from him, and cala- 
mities, the moſt painful that can be conceived, were at 


the ſame time preſſing upon him. Satan was once 


more defeated; and all his ſtratagems hitherto were 
ineffectual. For it is added, In all this did not Job 
ſin with his lips.” 

We cannot but remark, that each of theſe trials 
would have been terrible alone, enough, it ſhould ſeem, 
to put a man's principles to the teſt, What, then, 


ſhall we think of them all together ? We know but 
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of one inſtance at all ſimilar. The application is ob- 
vious: we remember Jeſus: © His viſage was ſo mar- 
red, more than any man; and his form more than the 
ſons of men.” We did eſteem him ſtricken, ſmitten 
of God and afflicted. But he was wounded for our tranſ- 
greſſions; he was bruiſed for our iniquities ; the chaſ- 
tiſement of our peace was upon him; and with his 
ſtripes we are healed “.“ 

We ſhould take occaſion, from a compariſon of our 
own caſe with that of Job, to acknowledge our great 
obligations to the God of all our mercies. He hath 
indeed © dealt bountifully” with us. How numerous 
are our bleſſings ! how few and light are our ſuffer- 
ings! Are our poſſeſſions continued to us, and our 
children flouriſhing around us? Let us bear in mind, 
to whom we are indebted for them day by day. Do 
we enjoy a vigorous conſtitution of body, or any ſea- 
ſons of health? © Bleſs the Lord, then, O our ſouls, 
and forget not all his benefits; who healeth all our 
diſeaſes; who redeemeth our life from deſtruction, 
and crowneth us with loving-kindneſs and tender mer- 
cies f.. Or have we any dear friends, who would re- 
Joice to miniſter to our relief? Have we not ons 
companion in particular, the partner of all our coun- 
ſels, who, when we are afflicted, will ſhare our griefs, 
adviſe, ſupport, and comfort us, and thus © ſtrengthen 
our hands in God?” We would praiſe 'the Lord for 
his diſtinguiſhing goodneſs, who has mixed ſo many 


favours with our trials, 


* Iſa. Iii. 14. liii. 4, 5. + Pfal. ciii, 2-4. 
| Y 2 Or, 


Hull of immortality.” 
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Or, in whatever way we are brought into diftrefs, 
and though our religious principles be affaulted ; ſhall 
we not learn, from this pattern of patience, to endure 


all things with a meek and ſubmiffive mind, and ſtill to 


ee fight the good fight of faith?” It will become us 
to pray, Lord, let me glorify thee in the fire. If 
thou art pleaſed to put me into the furnace, be with 
me in it, Let me thereby be purged of my corrup- 
tions, and, in thine appointed time, come forth to oy 
praiſe and honour.” 

The ftate, of all others to be maſh dreaded, is that 
of continual proſperity, attended, as it uſually is, with 
a ſpiritual ſtupor, an utter indifference to the concerns 
of a future life. Are not many thus at eaſe in their 
fins? And ſhall we be fatisfied to have our portion 
in this. world, when it may be ſo foon removed? We 
may, indeed, go down to the grave, without any re- 
markable calamities, and be troubled with no terrors, 
But what awaits us in Eternity? There is a place of 


_ torment, where the ſuffering of the body, and the 


anguiſh of the ſoul together, will be endleſs and incon- 
ceivable ; © blackneſs of darkneſs for ever; weeping, 
wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth.“ 

O Lord, whatever diſpenſations in thy providence 
thou ſhalt appoint for us, deliver us from “ the worm 
that dieth not, and the fire that never ſhall be quench- 
ed;” and enable us, amidft all that we may now feel, 
and all that we may fear, to look forwards with a © hope 
Amen. 
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Job, viſited by three friend. —betrayed impatiente—ac- 
cuſed of bypocrify—vindicated bis ſincerity, yet blamable 
—haraſſed by Satan cenſured by Elihu—addreſjed by 
God himſelf —humbled and recavered—reftored to prof- 


peruly. 


Wren contending powers are preparing for war; 
when the ſoldier is girding on his armour ; and when 


the battle is already begun; a general attention is ex- 
cited, and all around are anxious to know the deciſion, 
and on which ſide victory will declare. 

We have ſeen Satan, the grand adverſary both of 
God and man, like the great Goliath, vaunting himſelf 


againſt the armies of the faithful, and challenging Job, 


who was therefore called out to ſingle combat, even as 
the ſtripling David went forth againſt the proud Phi- 
liſtine. We have beheld the formidable attack, which 
was made upon this ſervant of God, ſufficient, we 
might have ſuppoſed, to have confounded the ſtrongeſt. 
Both the firſt and the ſecond onfet were borne with a 


vigorous courage; but, as the conflict was not then 


ended, we are ſolicitous to be informed what was the 
iſſue, and in what manner the champion continued to 
acquit himſelf in ſo remarkable an engagement. This 
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is a conteſt of great importance to the whole Church of 
God, who may hereby be inſtructed and encouraged to 
ce reſiſt the Devil, ſteadfaſt in the faith.” Let us con- 
ſider it, then, with all ſerious attention; and, while we 
hear of the patience of Job, and ſee the end of the 
Lord *,“ we ſhall be animated to ſtand forth in the ſpi- 
ritual warfare, and learn what temper we ſhould poſlels, 
if we hope to be-crowned with victory. 3 

Job was oppreſſed with calamities of the heavieſt 
kind; but, amidſt them all, he maintained his prin- 
ciples, and, at the firſt, did not appear ſhaken in his 
confidence towards God. But we nave known inſtances 
of thoſe, who have manfully repelled one or two violent 


aſſaults, but who, when the mode of attack has been 


varied, or merely by the continuance or frequent repe- 
tition of the temptatbn, have been at laſt overcome. 
How, then, was the conflict ſupported on the part of 


Job, in the ſequel of the hiſtory? We ſhall ſtill per-. 


ceive him, even to the end, truly upright before God, 
and never relinquiſhing his dependence or ſubmiſſion; 
but we ſhall have occaſion to point out and lament 
a difference in his ſpirit and temper. Satan, doubt- 
leſs, gained ſome advantage, by ſtirring up the depra- 
vity of his heart, but failed in his attempt to prove him 
a hypocrite. | 

Job, though forſaken by many, was viſited by three 
friends, who, it ſhould ſeem, were men of conſiderable 
rank and wiſdom, as well as of real piety, and who 
came to participate his grief, and ro adminiſter conſo- 
lation. Their deſign was excellent; but inſtead of al- 


* James v. 11. Eu 
| eviating, 


3 
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leviating, they greatly aggravated his diſtreſs: © Miſer- 
able comforters were they all; phyſicians of no value.“ 
Nor is it an uncommon caſe, for ſincere perſons to 
ſuffer moſt painfully from their intimate acquaintance, 
from thoſe too of the beſt diſpoſition, and in whom 
they might have expected the firmeſt ſupport. Let us 
« ceaſe from man,” from a dependence even on ſuch, 
as are of ſoundeſt principles and moſt upright conduct. 


If our hopes of relief are built upon them, it is probable 


that we ſhall be miſerably diſappointed. But to God 
let us commit our cauſe, and look for our happineſs in 


Him alone; and then we need not © be afraid of ten 


thouſands of the people.” 

Theſe pious viſitants had conceived highly of Job's 
religious character: but they were ſtaggered in their 
ſentiments, partly by his very ſingular afflictions, which 


they raſhly concluded the Lord God never could ap- 


point for any one dear to Himſelf, and partly by ſome 
wrong tempers which he diſcovered in their preſence, 
Theſe defects we muſt faithfully point out; for let not 
our wiſdom conceal or palliate the failings of good men, 
which it has pleaſed God to record. Let it only be 
carefully noted, that theſe things are written, not for 
our imitation, but for our admonition ; that we may 


fear for our own ſouls, and oppoſe in ourſelves, what we 


mult condemn in others. 


The three friends of Job ſat with him upon the 


ground, in penſive ſilence, for many days, expreſſing, 
by their actions at leaſt, their condolence with him: and 
perhaps, through exceſs of ſorrow, upon their firſt 
meeting, they might be as unable to ſuggeſt any ſuit- 
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able counſel, as he to receive it. AFTER Tm1s” - 


(after he had for ſome time manfully endured the ſharp 
ſtruggle) he betrayed a different ſpirit ; © he opened his 
mouth and curſed his day *.” He did not, indeed, 
comply with Satan's temptation ſo far as to curſe his 
God; but, in a moſt unbecoming manner, he com- 
plained that he had ever been born. We do not fol- 
low him through all the bitter lamentations, which he 
uttered ; but we muſt abſerve, that herein a moſt grie- 

vous change appeared, and that, inſtead of his former 
meekneſs, compoſure, and reſignation, we perceive 
fad ſymptoms of pride, fretfulneſs, and impatience, 


Upon this commenced the long diſputation between 


him and his viſitants, which -occupies the chief part of 
the book. We enter not into the particulars of that 
warm conteſt, remarking only the principal ſubject, and 
the behaviour of Job.- _ 

The grand queſtion, on which they debated, was, 
whether any one, of real piety, ever was, or could be, 
ſo given up of God to the moſt extreme ſuffering, as 
Job ſeemed to be; or, in other words, whether he had 
not been hitherto deceiving himſelf and others in his 
profeſſions of godlineſs. They were, clearly, miſtaken 
in their haſty concluſions againſt him, though their 
ſentiments of religion, upon the whole, appear to be 
juſt and conſiſtent, They infinuated, that, from the 
circumſtances in which he was placed, he muſt have 
been a hypocrite; and from this general cenſure they 
defcended to ſpecial charges, and directly accuſed 
him of the very crimes, he had always abhorred, in- 

® lil, 1. | 
juſtice, 


W li ,.- 


juſtice, oppreſſion, covetouſneſs, Is not thy vicked 


neſs great? and thine iniquities infinite? For thou haſt 
taken a pledge from thy brother for nought, and ſtrip- 
ped the naked of their clothing. Thou haſt not given 
water to the weary to drink, and thou haſt with-holden 
bread from the hungry. But as for the mighty man, 
he had the earth: and the honourable man dwelt in it. 
Thou haſt ſent widows away empty, and the arms of 
the fatherleſs have been broken, Therefore ſnares are 
round about thee, and ſudden fear troubleth thee *.“ 
In reply to theſe groundleſs imputations, it was not 
wrong for Job to vindicate his own character. Like 
Saint Paul, in later times, he was compelled by his 
accuſers to ſpeak, what he would otherwiſe have ſup- 
preſſed. To the very raſh judgment, paſſed upon him, 
we muſt aſcribe much of what he advanced in com- 
mendation of himſelf; which ſhould not be cenſured as 
vain-glory, but conſidered rather as the honeſt confi- 


dence of one, | conſcious of his integrity, and pained 
with the unjuſt reproaches of thoſe he loved. He could 
not allow that he had been a deceiver; and, therefore, 
he could fay with ſincerity, © Thou knoweſt that I am 


not wicked. I will maintain mine own ways before 
him. My ſtep hath not turned out of the way, nor 
mine heart walked after mine eyes, nor hath any blot 

cleaved to my hands . But perhaps he went too far, 

even in his own defence; and we grant, that ſome of 
his expreſſions are inconſiſtent with that humility, which 
marked his general character. As if he had been 


* xxii. 5-10. + X. To iii. 15. xxxi. 7. 


« clean 


— — 
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c clean without tranſgrefſion *,” he boaſted, © My 

foot hath held his ſteps, his way have I kept, and not 
declined : neither have I gone back from the command- 

ment of his lips. My righteouſneſs I hold faſt, and will 

not let it go: my heart ſhall not 5 ppg me ſo long 

as I live 1.“ 


He was not ignorant of his own depraved and ſinful 


ſtate, and at times he made a ſuitable acknowledgment 
of it: © TI have ſinned; what ſhall I do unto thee, O 


thou preſerver of men? Though I were righteous, yet 


would I not anſwer, but I would make ſupplication to 
my judge 4. But he certainly forgot his proper place, 
both as a creature and a ſinner, when he ſo confidently 
appealed to the tribunal of God, and challenged Him 
to diſpute the matter: Let him take his rod away from 
me; and let not his fear terrify me: then would I ſpeak, 
and not fear him. Surely I would ſpeak to the Al- 
mighty ; and I deſire to reaſon with God. Call thou, 
and I will anſwer, or let me ſpeak, and anſwer thou 
me. Oh, that I knew where I might find him! that 1 
might come even to his ſeat! I would order my cauſe 
before him, and fill my mouth with arguments. Be- 


hold, my deſire is that the Almighty would anſwer 


me 8. 77 


We diſcover in Job the moſt evident marks of meek- 


neſs and reſignation; and hence he ſaid, Though he 
ſlay me, yet will I truſt in him: — All the days of my 
appointed time will 1 wait, till my change come: 


* xxxili, 9. + XX111. 11, 12. xxvii. 6. t vii. 20. ix. 15. 
in mil. 3, 22. Xii. 3, 4. XXX}. 35. 


When 


ä * 


— 
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When he hath tried me, I ſhall come forth as gold 5. 


But we cannot reconcile it with due ſubmiſſion, that he 
ſhould dwell upon his ſufferings with loud and continual 
complaints : and we feel a mixture of grief and horror; 
when we hear him expreſſing his wiſh to be deſtroyed, 
and charging God with cruelty: «© Oh that I might 
have my requeſt! and that God would grant me the 
thing that I long for! Even that it would pleaſe God 
to deſtroy me ; that he would let looſe his hand, and 
cut me of! He teareth me in his wrath, who hateth 
me: he gnaſheth upon me with his teeth; mine enemy 
ſharpeneth his eyes upon me. Thou art become cruel 
to me: with thy ſtrong hand thou oppoſeſt thyſelf 
againſt me f.“ e 

In the midſt of his diſtreſſes we perceive him to be 
ſupported by a lively dependence upon God, and * a 
e hope full of immortality :” He propheſied of the 
Redeemer's coming ; and, as if he were favoured with 
clear views of Goſpel light, he teſtified his firm ex- 
pectation of a reſurrection to life eternal, and of the 
beatific viſion of God, through the merits of his Savi- 
our. We almoſt envy his ſituation, when we hear him 
cry out, *I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that 
He ſhall ſtand at the latter day upon the earth: and 
though after my ſkin worms deſtroy this body, yet in 
my Reſh ſhall I ſee God; whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf, 
and mine eyes ſhall behold and not another 1.“ But 
how ſhort the conſolation ! How ſad a difference do we 


® Xiil. 15. XiVe 14. Xxiii. 10. f vi. 8, 9. xvi. 9. XXX.21- 
f xix. 25—27. 
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diſcover! At other times the very foundation of his 
faith was ſhaken ; his mind was filled with horror and 
confuſion, and diſtracted with black, melancholy, and 
deſpairing thoughts. What ele is implied in ſuch com- 
plaints as theſe? *The arrows of the Almighty are 
within me, the poiſon whereof drinketh up my ſpitit: 
the terrors of God do ſet themſelves in array againſt me. 
He hath alſo kindled his wrath againſt me, and he 
counteth me unto-him as one of his enemies. There- 
fore am I troubled at his preſence: when I confider, I 
am afraid of him *.“ 
We do not attempt to juſtify his expreifions, or his 
tempers, but we can account for them, when we refle& 
on the ſtate of human nature, even in thoſe who are 
truly upright and eminent in holinefs, It is a painful 
and humbling conſideration, that much corruption re- 
mains in the ſaints of God, and that their peculiar ex- 
cellencies are often darkened by failings exactly oppo- 
fite, For we have already obſerved, on one occaſion, 
intemperance in Noah, on another unbelief in Abraham, 
and now it muſt be granted, there was impatience in 
Job. This conceſſion, reſpecting his imperfeCtion, 
will not militate againſt his ſincerity, For it will be 
recollected, that his general and prevailing diſpoſition 
was very different from that, which we have here cen- 
ſured: and it will ſoon appear, that he felt a deep con- 
viction of his offence, and moſt bitterly lamented it. 
The world, we know, are eagle- eyed in diſcovering 


the leaſt miſconduct of religious perſons, and ſtudi- 
ouſly keep out of ſight whatever may make for their 


* vi, 4. XIX. 11. XXiii. 15. 0 
defence 


1 © &0S- 
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defence and commendation, But true candour, furely, 
will require, that the whole of a character ſhould be 
examined, and not merely a detached part, in order to 
form a proper judgment. Who, then, upon a care« 
ful attention to the hiſtory before us, will prefume 
to condemn Job, or to acquit themſelves? Let 
him, that is without fin, caſt the firſt ſtone.” Ah! 
how many more, and worſe, defects do we perceive 
in ourſelves, than we can poſſibly find out in any 
other! 

We muſt alſo ſuggeſt another reaſon for what we 
dlame in this good man, which may account for, if not 
in ſome meaſure extenuate, his guilt. We need not 
mention that his afflictions were ſingularly oppreſſive; 
but it ought not to paſs unobſerved, that he was haraff- 
ed, throughout, with the moſt horrid temptations from 
the Devil. An inviſible, and very powerful, enemy 
was let looſe upon him, with no other reſtraint, than 
that his life ſhould be ſpared* ; and to the vile ſug- 
geſtions of that malicious foe we are willing to aſeribe 
a conſiderable part of the confuſion and diſtreſs of Job. 
Probably many of thoſe inconſiſtent and deſpairing ex- 
preſſions, which he uſed, had their rife from that quar- 
ter; for they ſeem as if they were immediately and 
ftrongly ſuggeſted to him; ſo that he ſpake another's 
language, rather than his own. In ſuch cafes, we ſay 
not that there is no ſin, but that great allowances are to 
de made; and much of the offence, doubtleſs, * be 


imputed to Satan. 


* ii. 6. 
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Are there not thoſe, at this very time, who, with 
the ſincereſt piety, are yet tempted to give up all ex- 
pectations of mercy, and often diſtracted with thoughts, 
diſtreſſing to themſelves, and diſhonourable to God? 
This is indeed a © fiery trial,” of all others the moſt 
painful. But let them not be ſurpriſed or ſtaggered, 
as though ſome ſtrange thing happened unto them.“ 
While they behold one, ſo excellent, and ſo dear to 
God, as Job was, in a ſimilar ſituation, let them not 
deſpond, but hope for a happy iſſue. 

But why ſpeak we of ſome? We are all expoſed to 
the ſecret aſſaults of the ſame adverſary. For all, who 
are engaged in the Chriſtian warfare, have to © wreſtle 
againſt principalities, againſt powers, againſt ſpiritual 
wickedneſs in high places “.“ And while we are 
maintaining the glorious fight, we may adopt the 
Apoſtle's deſcription, © We are made a ſpectacle unto 
the world, and to Angels, and to men .“ All eyes 
are upon us, obſerving how we acquit ourſelves in the 


combat. O let us be ſtrong in the Lord! The con- 


flict may be ſharp, but will not be long, and it will 
ſurely end in the everlaſting deſtruction of our enemies. 
For © the God of peace ſhall bruiſe Satan under * 
feet ſhortly Þ.” | 

The queſtion may be put, © Are not ape the 
occaſion of much ſin?” True; they are. But let no 
accuſation be therefore brought againſt the holineſs or 
the goodneſs of God, for permitting them. For hereby 
he is pleaſed to manifeſt to his people, what they know 


t Rom. xvi. 20. 
but 


* Eph. vi. 12. + 1 Cor. iv. 9. 
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but very imperfe&ly, the extreme and 1 depravity 
of their nature. Hence they are led to a more conſtant 
exerciſe of humiliation, prayer, watchfulneſs, and ſelf- 
denial, and to a more unſeigned and entire dependence 
upon Jeſus for their whole ſalvation. Temptations da 
not, of themſelves, render our hearts more corrupt, 


but draw forth to view the wickedneſs which is there 


already: they diſcover us to ourſelves, Nay further, 
they are eventually a bleſſing, as being the very means, 
God hath appointed, to purify us to himſelf. - < The 
trial of our faith is more precious than of gold, though 
it be tried with fire:“ and therefore many ce are in hea- 
vineſs through manifold temptations,” that they may 
be found at laſt © unto praiſe, and honour, and 8I0rys 
at the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt “.“ 

Thus, ſevere as the diſpenſations of God towards his 
children may ſeem for the preſent, he will therein mani- 
feſt his power, wiſdom, faithfulneſs, and love, on their 


behalf. When the whole plan of ſalvation ſhall be 


completed, the conſiſtency and beauty of every part 
will be confeſſed by all. The redeemed of the Lord 


will admire the conduct of his grace; and, though they 


yere at a loſs to account for many things upon earth, 
in heaven they will ſing for ever, He hath done all 
things well.” 

In the particular inſtance we are confideriag, it is 
obvious, that, throughout this eventful hiſtory, the 
Lord watched over his ſervant Job with all the affec- 
tion of a loving father, © You have ſeen the end of 


* Pet. i. 6,7. 


the 


— * * = XX 22 * 
- = 2. & =p * A -—- 1 — — 
_— = = os it 8 I . 4 3 — * 
—. „ T . DIAS — . - F $4 132 2: + 1 4 — — = 
255 = Gents , _ > * 


— 
3 3 5 4 
— 


—— VD— 
ys — 
—— — 


— 6 8 * 
r — 
— 


> 
nn 


= — 
— 


2 3 
1 —= 


a -<-- es 
* 


= — , 
5 2 a — = 
— * — * aus _ 
- » 
* A 
— — 
_ 2 - 
= — 


. 
ETD 44 * 
> — 7 — 
— „ W 4c A+ . 13 


js — 35 
E S- "ares ws 
23 


l ow” 2 „ — 
223K :: 222 


336 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 
he Lord,” (fays St. James with a reference to this cafe) 


that the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy,” 
For, whatever was Satan's purpoſe, God meant it 
unto good,” and at laſt vouchſafed a favourable iffue, 
* And ſhall not God avenge his own elect, which cry 
day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? 
He will avenge them ſpeedily “. | 
When the fruitleſs altercation between Job and his 


three friends had continued for a long time, another 


perſon is introduced to our notice, Elihu, who, as a 
Moderator between them, takes up the debate with 
great wiſdom, and condemns both the parties f. He 
freely cenſures Job for the very failings, which we have 
noted in him, but does not therefore charge him with 


hypocriſy, as the others had done. 


At length the God of heaven interpoſed, and decided 
the controverſy in favour of Job, but not till He had 
firſt very ſharply reproved the good man for his folly, 
With awful ſolemnity, the Lord ſummoned him to his 
tribunal, there to anſwer for his preſumptuous expreſ- 
ſions . Such an opportunity of ſpeaking for him- 
ſelf, Job had often ſolicited, boaſting that he could 
order his cauſe before Him. But it is not ſo eaſy, 
as ſinners may imagine, to contend with the Al- 
mighty face to face. The moſt holy perſons, if called 
to a ſtrict account, would be confounded in his pre- 
ſence. 

The addreſs of the Lord God upon this occaſion 
was moſt remarkable. To filence and to humble 


* Luke xviii. 7, 8. | + Job xxXii, I, &c. + xxxviii. 1, &c. 


$ Job, 


JOB. . 
Job, He repreſented his own glorious majeſty, his 
unſearchable wildom, his irreſiſtible power, and un- 
controllable ſovereignty, as the Maker, Preferver, 
Governor, and Judge of his creatures —How ſmall a 
part of what He does, both in creation and in provi- 
dence, do we underſtand ! and that little is enough to 
ſew us our own utter Ignorance and weakneſs. 
We perceive from his works, which are moſt ſtu- 
pendous, how great a God He is! * How unſearch- 
able are his judgments, and his ways paſt finding out!“ 
Shall we, then, undertake to inſtruct Him, or quarrel 
with his diſpenſations, as if we could have contrived 
or managed matters better? Oh, the fin and the folly 
of pride and impatience in worms and finners! The. 
ſame argument, which is here preſſed upon Job, Saint 
Paul makes uſe of, in order to obviate at once all our 
vain objections to the righteous government of God: 
« Nay but, O man, who art thou that replieſt againſt 
God? Shall the thing formed fay to him that n 
it, Why haſt thou made me thus“ ?” 

Job could not ſtand upon his own defence, or 
maintain a conteſt with the Almighty God. He 
was inſtantly aſhamed and confounded, for having 
dared to complain of the divine conduct; he confeſſed 
his guilt, and preſumed not to utter one word more. 
* Behold, (ſaid he) I am vile; what ſhall I anſwer 
thee? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth. Once 
have I ſpoken ; but I will not anſwer: yea twice; but 
I will proceed no further f.“ 


Rom. ix, 0. I Job xl. 4, 5. 
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This was a ſuitable ſubmiſſion, becoming a fallen 
creature. But, to fix this temper more firmly in the 
mind of Job, the Lord God went on with the repre- 
ſentation of his own ſtupendous works, which are far 
beyond our power to control, or even our underſtand- 


ing to comprehend, The deſign was, to convince 


Job more fully of his impotence and inſignificance: 
and at length it appeared, that the end was obtained, 
He acknowledged the ſovereignty of God, and his own 
baſeneſs in having ſpoken things which he knew not“. 
Now he perceived, more than ever he had done be- 
fore, the glorious character of God; and the conſe- 
quence was, the deepeſt abaſement of ſoul, under a 
ſenſe of extreme vileneſs: © I have heard of thee by 
the hearing of the ear; but now mine eye ſeeth thee: 
wherefore I abhor myſelf, and repent in duſt and 
aſhes.” 

Thus was Job effectually recovered to his obedience, 


and eſtabliſhed in a right frame of mind. Nor are we, 


under our ſevereſt trials, in the way to be delivered, 
till we be laid low with profound humility, till all our 
boaſtings and complaints be filenced : For God re- 
ſiſteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble 4” 
Shall we not, then, inquire, What ſpirit are we of? 
If even Job failed in the judgment, ſhall any of us 
undertake to juſtify ourſelves, or dare to contend with 
the God of Heaven? Are we aware of the greatneſs 
of His majeſty? © Have we an arm like God? or 
can we thunder with a voice like Him?” Have we 


®* xli.1, &c. 


+ 1 Pet. v. 5. 
I | 


not 


not 
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not yet to learn, what is our own character? Or are 
we willing to adopt the confeſſion of this righteous 
man, ©* Behold, I am vile!“ Would not ſuch language 
be thought too mean and degrading for us? And yet 
it ſuited the moſt eminent ſaint, that was then upon the 
earth, at the very time when he was evidently under 
the higheſt influence of divine grace. Will it not, 
therefore, be the moſt horrid preſumption, for us to 
indulge the vain conceit of any native goodneſs, or 
meritorious obedience ? 

It will become us alſo to examine, What have we 
underſtood of the holy nature of God? Has not all 
our knowledge of him, hitherto, been only like © the 


| hearing of the ear?“ What have we ſeen of his glory, 


or diſcovered of his excellency, for ourſelves? Is it 
not owing to our ignorance of his perfections, that we 
do not more unfeignedly © abhor ourſelves, and repent 


in duſt and aſhes ?” Humble yourſelves, therefore, 


under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you 
in due time.” 

No ſooner was Job made truly ſenſible of his of- 
fence, than the divine favour was manifeſted towards 
kim. The Lord himſelf pleaded the cauſe of his ſer- 
vant againlt ' thoſe who had accuſed him, aſſerted his 
integrity, and ſharply reproved them for their raſh 
judgment. They were even referred to the man, whom 
they had condemned as a hypocrite, that he might 
offer ſacrifice and pray for them. Thus the very dark 
cloud, which had long hovered about Job, began to 
diſperſe ; and the proſpect brightened around him. 

Z 2 Perhaps 
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Perhaps many of God's deareſt children may lie 
under the moſt unjuſt reproaches, which they are unable 
to remove. But it will become them to be more foli- 
citous to preſerve a proper temper in themſelves, than 
to confute their adverfaries. Their cauſe is in good 
hands, where they ſhould be content to leave it, till 
God himſelf ſhall © make manifeſt the counſels of the 
hearts.“ Then ſhall the righteous ſhine forth as 
the ſun, in the kingdom of theit Father.” But does 
not the thought of that day ſtrike a terror into the 
conſciences of ſinners? What tranſactions of iniquity 
will then be diſcloſed before the aſſembled univerſe ? 
And how baſe will many characters appear, which may 
now be admired amongſt men ! 

It was an honour put upon Job, and likewife a reſt 
mony of his meek and loving ſpirit, that * he prayed 
for his friends.” Nor can we have a ſtronger proof, 
that prayers and interceſſions for each other, eſpectally 
for our offending brethren, are peculiarly acceptable to 
God, than what is here related. For then © the Lord 
turned the captivity of Job,” when his reſentment 
againſt his accuſers was extinguiſhed, and he put up to 
Heaven his charitable petitions for them. The poor 
ſufferer was reſtored to great abundance and proſ- 
perity : he received even twice as much as he had be- 
fore poſſeſſed; fo that his latter end was better than 
his beginning. The Lord gave him favour amongſt 
an extenſive acquaintance, a very large property, 4 
numerous iſſue, and an honourable old age. © He 
brought him out of darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, 


and brake his baads in ſunder. Oh, that men would 
praile 


10 3. wy 341 
praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men * !” 

What cannot He do for his people, ſince “ the 
earth is His, and the fulneſs thereof?” We do not, 
indeed, expect the ſame kind of interpoſition, as Job | 
had, but we look for a ſtill happier reſtoration in the 


world above. Thither let us direct our views, “ and 


hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought 
unto us at the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt T.“ What, 
though we ſhould ſuffer to the lateſt hour? If we ſuf- 
fer with Jeſus, we ſhall be alſo glorified together 4. 
After a few years of diſeaſe and poverty, Lazarus was 
conveyed into Abraham's boſom &; and very ſoon 
{hall all the faithful followers of the Lamb, © who 


come out of great tribulation,” ſhare in the ſame ex- 


alted honour and felicity, © when the Lord ſhall be 
glorified in his ſaints, and 0 in al oy that 
believe |.” 

Be encouraged, therefore, you afflicted, deſpiſed, 
and tempted Believers! Learn from this hiſtory, with 
hat meekneſs and ſubmiſſion you ſhould bear your 
trials, Wait, and truſt, and rejoice; and you ſhall not 
be diſappointed of your expectation. In the mean 
time, let the proſpect of the kingdom, prepared for 


you, enliven and animate your ſouls. 


But may we not warn careleſs ſinners of approaching 
deſtruction? Some, who- may caſt their eyes upon 
theſe pages, may know nothing of the temptations of 
Satan, of which we have been ſpeaking. Are you 


* Pſal. cvii. 14, 15. +'1Pet.i. 13. t Rom, viii. 17, 
$ Luke xvi, 22. | 2 Theſſ. i. 10. 
2 3 therefore 


* 
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therefore (we would aſk) in a ſafer ſtate? It is the 
uſual device of the Devil to ſtupify and lull to ſleep, 
not to alarm by any violent aſſault, thoſe whom he 
leads captive at his will.—But,. though you may not 
be tempted, it is not probable, in the common courſe 
of Providence, that you will avoid afflictions : and, 
when your moſt beloved enjoyments are taken from 
you, have you any principles, from which you can 
derive ſupport and comfort? Or what deliverance do 
you look for? May you not juſtly fear, that your's are 
only © the beginning of ſorrows?” And how terrible 
a caſe, to ſuffer both here, and for ever! O be alarm- 
ed for your danger, you that forget God! © Repent 
ye, and believe the Goſpel.” | 


MOSES» 


. 
CHAP. XII. 


SECT. I. 


Meſes —ſate of religion and of the Iſraelites at his birth 
—concealed—expoſed on the river —taken up and adopted 
by Pharaoh's daughter —joined the Hebrews —rejefed 
by them—fled for his life to Midian, and dwelt with 

Jethro as a ſhepherd. 


Tas hiſtory of mankind preſents us with no very 
flattering views of human nature, but rather affords 
the moſt convincing evidence of our entire depravity. 
The whole of our race have caſt off their allegiance to 
the government of their Creator; and though He has 
interpoſed, at different times and in various ways, to 
introduce and eſtabliſh in the earth the true know- 
ledge and worſhip of Himſelf, they have ever been 
unwilling to return to him, and, when recovered to 
obedience, continually prone ro depart from him. 
Hence we obſerve, that the frequent revelations, which 
it pleaſed God to make of Himſelf in ancient days, 
were very ſoon corrupted. Real religion, wherever 
it has been revived for a ſeaſon, has gradually declin- 
ed; nor has purity of doctrine, any more than ſtrict 
holineſs in practice, been faithfully adhered to, for any 
conſiderable period, by any people, nation, or family 
whatever, | 


Z 4 A church, 
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A church, ſeparated from the reſt of mankind for 
the ſervice of God, there has been from the beginning. 


But the preſervation and continuance, as well as the 
firſt formation, of this ſociety has manifeſtly been owing 
not to any wiſdom, moral ability, or virtuous princt- 


ples in our nature, but to the rich and ſovereign mercy 
of God, who, for his own name's ſake, has never 


totally left us to ourſelves, but has exerted his OWN 


Almighty power, in an immediate and (we might add) 
in a viſible manner, for the planting and ſupporting of 


true religion in the world. 
We have ſeen, that, very ſoon after the creation, 


wickedneſs prevailed, and that, in the days of Noah, 


there was a general and almoſt univerſal degeneracy; 
ſo that, among the thouſands who inhabited the earth, 
there was nothing like genuine piety to be found, 
except in one family, and perhaps in one individual, 
Then God interpoſed, in a moſt tremendous way, to 
maintain his own cauſe, reſcued his faithful ſervant 
from the deſtruction which he brought upon the un- 
godly, and again revealed his will. But even Noah's 
poſterity did not long adhere to the pure worſhip of 
God. In little more than four hundred years from the 
deluge, it ſcemed as if religion would have periſhed, 


had not the Lord God made a freſh manifeſtation of 


Himſelf in the call of Abraham, and, by a new diſpen- 
ſation, ſeparated his ſeed from the reſt of mankind to 
be the guardians of divine truth. 

Was, then, the ſacred truſt, committed to the houſe- 
hold of Abraham, preſerved inviolate? Alas! even 
his favoured deſcendants, in a few generations, would 

have 


have ſunk into Paganiſm and Idolatry, and all the 


principles of Revelation would have been either totally 
loſt, or ſadly corrupted, by their inter- community 
with the nations of the world, if the Lord had not 


ariſen to vindicate his own honour, and ſecure a Church 


for himſelf. In four hundred and thirty years after the 


Covenant had been eſtabliſhed with Abraham, the : 
[{raclites, who were ſettled in Egypt, were almoſt uni- 


verſally attached to the ſuperſticious worſhip of falſe 
gods, which obtained in that kingdom, and were con- 
tent to renounce the ſervice of Jehovah, and to adopt 
all the fooliſh and impure rites of the Heathens *. 

Then the Lord God determined to do a new thing 
in the earth. That he might till have a peculiar 
people, diſtinguiſhed from all others, and that he might 
thereby preferve among men the pure profeſſion of his 
truth, he reſolved to take this choſen family, the poſ- 
terity of Abraham, out of Egypt, and to place them 
in a country by themſelves. Thither he propoſed to 
conduct them, and there to eftabliſh them as a ſeparate 
community, under ſuch regulations, that they ſhould 
hold no intercourſe with any of the ſurrounding nations, 
and under a government of a ſingular kind, the admi- 
niſtration whereof He, as their chief magiſtrate, would 
reſerve in his own hands. A diſpenſation this, the moſt 
wonderful and aſtoniſhing of any, that had ever been 
from the foundation of the world. 

While, therefore, we learn, that there is a proneneſs 
in human nature to corrupt and depart from the purity 
of religion, though received immediately from heaven, 


See Ezck. xx. 8. 
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and that it cannot any where be revived, or main. 


tained, but by the exertion of a divine power, let us 


pray, © Awake, awake, put on ſtrength, O arm of the 


Lord; awake as in the ancient days, in the generations 
of old “.“ | 


To accompliſh the great deliverance of the Iſrael- 


ites from Egypt, to form and ſettle both their civil and 
eccleſiaſtical polity, a ſuitable inſtrument was raiſed up, 
and eminently qualified for the arduous taſk : Moſes, 
the man of God, whoſe character is now before us, 
was appointed to the work, The whole of this tranſ- 
action, which we contemplate with devout aſtoniſh- 
ment, redounds, not ſo much to the praiſe of Moſes, 
as to the glory of the God of Iſrael, to whom our 
chief regard and our warmeſt acknowledgments ſhould 
be paid, We admire and adore that grace, which was 
manifeſted, not to Moſes only, but, in and through 
him, to all the Jewiſh nation, and to the univerſal 


Church of God in every ſucceeding age. He was 


called to a ſituation the moſt difficult and perilous, 


and for that purpoſe he was furniſhed with peculiar ta- 


lents: for his abilities were, probably, ſuperior to thoſe 
which any other faint or prophet in the old teſtament 
poſſeſſed. It is evident, that none were admitted to a 
more familiar intercourſe with God, or appointed to a 
more honourable ſervice. Such is the deſcription given 
of him: There aroſe not a prophet like unto Moſes, 
whom the Lord knew face to face, in all the figns 
and the wonders, which the Lord ſent him to do in 
the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh, and to all his ſervants, 


* Iſa, li. 9. 
and 
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and to all his land, and in all that mighty hand, and in 
all the great terror, which Moſes ſhewed in the ſight of 
all Iſrael *.” | | 

The family of Jacob, who, as we have ſeen, were 
tranſplanted into Egypt, flouriſhed under the care and 
protection of Joſeph +. But Joſeph was removed, and 
their poſterity were left, as ſtrangers in a foreign land, 
without any patron or defence. And yet, for many 
years, while the character of Joſeph was freſh in remem- 
brance, and the benefits, derived from his adminiſtra- 
tion, were recollected, they were treated with kindneſs 
by the Egyptians for his ſake. But at length, when an- 
other Pharaoh, very different from the prince who had 
promoted Joſeph, came to the crown, no regard was 
paid to the memory of Joſeph, no gratitude was felt 


towards that eminent benefactor and ſaviour of the na- 


tion. His deſcendants, and thoſe of his father's houſe, 
were beheld with a jealous eye, and conſidered as in- 
truders into a country, where they had no right; and 
from their increaſe, which had been wonderfully rapid, 
they appeared formidable to the Egyptians ; ſo that it 
was apprehended, they would ſoon poſſeſs themſelves 
of the whole kingdom. It was, therefore, determined, 
on the principles of human policy, to oppreſs and per- 
ſecute the Iſraelites in various ways, in order to prevent 
their growth, and to check any aſpiring thoughts of 
dominion, which they might poſſibly indulge. 

But the plan did not ſucceed; becauſe the will of 
God had decreed otherwiſe. Exactions were multiplied 
upon the poor afflifted Hebrews, and yet their num- 


Deut. xxxiv. 10—12. | + Exod. 1, 7, &c. 
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bers were proportionally augmented ; till at length the 


cruel tyrant meditated their utter extirpation. But in 
that alſo he was diſappointed. The midwives, whom 
he fixed upon as the inſtruments of his deteſtable bar- 
barity, and ſtrictly charged to murder every male child 


in the birth, through the powerful influence of God 


upon their minds dared not to execute the command, 
A freſh ſcheme, therefore, was adopted; but like all 
the ſchemes of ſinners, in avowed oppoſition to God, 
it did not fruſtrate, but tended immediately to promote, 
the deſign of Heaven. Pharaoh enacted that every 
ſon, which the Iſraclites might have from that period, 
ſhould be caſt into the river. This circumſtance 
ſeemed to threaten their whole race with deſolation; 
but, under the direction and control of the Lord Al- 
mighty, who was engaged for their defence, it proved 
the means of accompliſhing their deliverance. 


eus tre How diſtreſſing was the ſituation of the 


Cult, 1571 Hebrews, whoſe helpleſs offspring were ap- 
pointed to be expoſed upon the deep waters, where 
nothing could be looked for but inſtant death} We 
forbear to deſcribe the feelings of horror, which every 
tender father and mother muſt have experienced upon 


the birth of a male child. We need not ſay, that, 


with inexpreſſible anguiſh to them, the mandate was 
obeyed; or that thoſe, whom a ſenſe of duty or natu- 
ral affection compelled to conceal their infant, were 


held in continual terror. Such, then, were the diff 


culties, in which the parents of Moſes were 1n- 
volved ; for he was born at that very time, and there- 
fore doomed by the edict to periſh in the river. How 

little 
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little are we ſenſible of our peculiar mercies, who are 
permitted to bring up our children without fear or in- 
terruption! Many and painful anxieties we muſt have 
for our riſing families, even in the moſt peaceful cir- 
cumſtances ; but let us bleſs God, that-we are not kept 
in the dread of having our dear babes ſtrangled or 
drowned before our eyes. Yet in every danger let 
us learn to intruſt them with Him, whoſe love is equal 
to his power; and let us reſt aſſured, that, while 
they are under his care, © no weapon that is formed 
againſt them ſhall proſper,” and that, if He be pleaſed 
to appoint them to any ſervice in his Church, none 
can defeat his purpoſe, or * pluck them out of his 
hands,” | . 

The parents of Moſes were of the houſe of Levi, 
and, from their conduct on this occaſion, we are will- 
ing to conclude they were pious perſons “. We do not 
indeed perceive, that they had formed any previous 
determination to hazard their own ſafety for the pre- 
ſcrvation of their infant; but upon its birth there was 
ſomething particularly ſtriking in its appearance, which 
was conſidered as prophetical of an eminent ſtation or 


employment deſigned for it, and which, therefore, in- 


duced them to conceal it. Such is the deſcription 
given of Moſes: © he was a goodly child ,“ © ex- 
ceeding fair ,“ © a proper child F. -Was it, then, 
no more than an admiration of its beauty, which pleaded 
with them for its life? It is certain, that natural af- 
fection might have carried them much farther than 


* Exod, ii. 1, &c. . t Acts vii. 20. 
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this. But we are acquainted with their real motive by 
- an infallible interpreter. They acted “ By fAlrn;“ 
and we know that faith muſt have reſpect unto ſome 
divine promiſe or intimation. Poſſibly, they might 
receive a particular revelation, that the babe ſhould 
be the deliverer of their nation; or, confiding only in 
the general aſſurance, which had been given, that God 
would certainly viſit and redeem them, they might 
conceive the hope, that their dear infant might be 
the appointed inſtrument of accompliſhing their releaſe, 
Committing it, therefore, to the care of God, and in 
a cheerful expectation of His gracious interpoſition, 
they reſolved to hide it, whatever riſk they might run; 
te and they were not afraid of the king's command- 

ment.” | | | 
After three months, however, the concealment of 
their ſon was diſcovered ; and, probably apprehending, 
that he might be forcibly dragged from them by the 
murderous hands of an executioner, they were driven 
to the very painful neceſſity of expoſing him on the 
waters, The diſtreſſed mother, unwilling to give him 
up at once to immediate death, prepared a ſmall de- 
fence of ruſhes, in which he might ſwim, for a while 
at leaſt, upon the river; though, without ſome inter- 
poſition, he could not long have ſubſiſted there. The 
expedient, in itſelf, might be thought a poor contriv- 
ance; but it was made uſe of in faith, and deliverance 
was evidently looked for from Heaven. The ſiſter, 
therefore, was ſet as a watch to obſerve the event, 
which could not by any foreſight have been conjec- 
tured.— Thus alſo we may learn, not to neglect thoſe 
means 


ans 
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means which are in our power (ineffectual as they 
may ſeem and certainly would be of themſelves), and 
ſtill to rely firmly upon God for ſucceſs. Let us do 
all that prudence would ſuggeſt, and yet expect a fa- 
vourable concluſion only from the Lord's bleſſing. 

On what a precarious iſſue did the hope of Iſrael 
then appear to reſt! But the matter was in God's 
hands; and with Him there can be no ſuch thing as 
chance or uncertainty. He, who is the protector of 
his people, had contrived the way of ſafety ; a way, 
which no human ſagacity could have planned, or 
brought into effect. Juſt at the proper moment, He 
directed the ſteps of Pharaoh's daughter to the place 
where the infant was expoſed. The little baſket was 
diſcovered, and taken out of the water: the babe wept; 
at the ſight of which the Princeſs, touched with com- 
paſſion, inſtantly formed the determination to preſerve 
and educate the child as her own. By the interpoſition 
of the ſiſter, who ſtood by to tend the important 
charge, it was again committed to the care of its mo- 
ther, who was then appointed to nurſe it, not as a poor 
Hebrew doomed to ſlavery, but as an Egyptian prince. 
The name Moses, which ſignifies DRawn OUT, Was 
given him as a memorial of this aſtoniſhing deliver- 
ance, with all the circumſtances of which, probably, 
he was acquainted in early life, In proceſs of time he 
appeared at court, as the adopted ſon of the king's 
daughter, and received an education ſuitable to this 
elevated rank. | 

Here is a wonderful chain of events, all leading to 
one grand object, and all of them ſuch as ſeemed moſt 

| unlikely 


tion. But, under the divine influence, all objections 
vaniſhed, and the way was eaſy. 


Upon 
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vn unlikely to happen; and yet they were brought about | 
1600 by means, which would commonly be called accidental. cry 
6590 It was the divine purpoſe to exalt Moſes, in order to Ph. 
580 qualify him for the high office of the Leader and Com- wh 
FI mander of Iſrael. But the ſituation of that oppreſſed to 1 
Wy people, and the cruel edict of Pharaoh, were great diſt 
| 41 obſtacles to this intended promotion: humanly ſpeak- Lor 
$49 ing, the thing was impoſſible, Who could have ſup- ſafe! 
| 77 poſed, that the Princeſs of the land would be the in- can 
1 ſtrument of preſerving and advancing Moſes, of de- enet 
feating her father's deſign, and finally of reſcuing the « iy 
Iſraelites from their bondage? And yet no other per- V 
fon, probably, would have dared to fave a life, con- kno 
demned by the Sovereign, or could have effected the The 
plan. Do we not ſee the hand of God, then, conduct- relat 
ing her to the river's ſide, to the very ſpot, at the pro- ſcen 
per, the neceſſary moment? Shall we not allow, that thoſe 
the thought of adopting the child was by Him impreſſed conc 
upon her mind, and therefore that ſhe perſiſted in it his « 
againſt many difficulties, which could not but occur to high, 
her? For, though ſhe felt compaſſion for the periſhing the! 
infant, yet when its mean original was conſidered, it been 
muſt appear an unſuitable object for her notice; it was preſu 
the offspring of ſtrangers, who had no claim to her joyed 
protection, who- were become offenſive to the whole litera 
nation, and were ſuſpected to be dangerous to the go- ſcienc 
vernment; and, as it was already ſentenced to die by from 
the expreſs injunction of her father, ſne might ſeem to ha 
to be acting a traiterous part in attempting its preſerva- tans, 


indee 


Ve 
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U pon a review of this hiſtory we are conſtrained ta 
cry out, © When God will work, who can let?“ Even 
Pharaoh's court ſhall receive and nouriſh the man, 
who is deſigned to cruſh the power of the tyrant, and 
to reſcue the church. Shall we not, then, in the moſt 
diſtreſſing and perilous times; ſtay ourſelves upon the 
Lord, and reſt in cheerful hope and confidence of 
ſafety, through his Almighty protection ? How readily 
can he accompliſh deliverance, and make his very 
enemies ſubſervient to his purpoſe! He is indeed 
* wonderful in counſel, and excellent in working.“ 
We have accompanied Moſes to the palace : but we 
know little of what occurred to him in that ſituation. 


The ſacred writers eſteem it of ſmall conſequence to 


relate what is tranſacted in palaces, which are generally 
ſcenes of folly and diſſipation, whilſt they haſten to 
thoſe events, however trifling in themſelves, which 
concern the people of God. We have obſerved, that 
his education was ſuitable to a young prince of the 
higheſt expectations. For he was the adopted ſon of 
the King's daughter, and, as ſhe is ſuppoſed to have 
been an only child, he was probably conſidered the 
preſumptive heir to the crown. In this place he en- 


joyed peculiar advantages for the acquiſition of human 


literature, as Egypt was eminent in the ſtudy of the 
ſciences; and doubtleſs he received his inſtruction 
from the moſt illuſtrious Magi. He is therefore faid 
to have been © learned in all the wiſdom of the Egyp- 
tians, and mighty in words and in deeds *,” Of this, 
indeed, he has leſt ample teſtimony in thoſe valuable 


* Acts vii. 22. 
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writings, which bear his name, and which have been 
a bleſſing to the Church in every ſucceeding age to 
the preſent day. By ſuch a ſituation, then, Moſes 
was qualified for the arduous taſk, which was after- 
wards aſſigned him. How wonderful are the appoint- 
ments of Providence, *which determine the bounds 
of our habitations! The moſt honoured inſtruments 
of glorifying God are often prepared for their work, 
by being previouſly caſt, involuntarily or without any 
intention of their own, into thoſe connections, in which 
they are, furniſhed with the neceſſary accompliſh- 
ments. Known unto Him are all his deſigns from the 
beginning: and when it is His purpoſe to call ſome 
favoured ſervant to an important office or employment, 
He cannot be at a loſs for means to fit him for it. 
What was the moral character of Moſes in his 
youth, we know not. We conclude that he was ac- 
quainted by his mother with the circumſtances of his 


birth, with his near relation to the Iſraelites, and with 


the expectation ſhe had formed, of his being intended 
for very eminent ſervices.” But we are not told, what 
effect her pious inſtructions produced upon his mind, 
fo long as he lived in Pharaoh's court. That fituation 
was moſt unfavourable to religion; and, not impro- 
bably, whatever attachment he might feel to the 
cauſe of his oppreſſed brethren, he did not. avow it, 
but joined in the uſual cuſtoms and practices of the 
Egyptians. At forty years of age, however, from the 
nobleſt principles, he renounced his connections in the 
palace, cheerfully gave up all that a carnal heart would 


have deſired (the means of ſenſual indulgence and 
| the 


MOSES, 3 
the flattering proſpect of wealth and power), and 
openly declared his determination to take part with the 
deſpiſed Iſraelites. 

Years before This extraordinary conduct may juſtly 
Cbrit, 1537+ excite our wonder. It is fo uncommon a 
caſe, to ſee men forego great worldly advantages, that 
we may well inquire, by what motives he was actu- 
ated, We perceive many conſiderations, which might 
have induced him to continue in his place : ſuch as, 
the ſplendor, eaſe, and pleaſures he then enjoyed ; the 
expectation of being one day raiſed to the throne of 
Egypt; the opportunity, which that elevated ſtation 
would have afforded him, of relieving and protecting 
moſt effectually the perſecuted Hebrews ; the difficulty 
and apparent impoſſibility of his ſuccouring them, un- 
leſs he retained his connections at court; the charge 
of ingratitude, to which he would be expoſed, for de- 
ſerting the very friends, who had preſerved his life; 
the contempt and hatred he muſt look for, as ſoon as 
ne avowed himſelf an Iſraelite; and the indignation of 
the king, who would immediately condemn him, as a 

profeſſed enemy to the ſtate. | 
Here were many reaſons to purſuade him on the 
one hand, and to terrify him on the other; and theſe 
things, doubtleſs, were repreſented to his mind in 
their full force. But he acted on a principle, which 
at once ſet aſide all theſe conſiderations, as of no 
weight, and left him no room for heſitation. He 
formed his determination, in oppoſition to every worldly 
inducement, from a ſenſe of what he owed to God, 
and in firm dependence on His bleſſing and ſupport. 
As 3 Here, 
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Here, then, we acknowledge him, not ſo much the 
poliſhed courtier, as the devout and zealous ſervant of 
God; and, though he paſſed for a fool or a madman 
among the Egyptians, we admire © the exceeding grace 
of God in him,” and pray that we may be found faith- 
ful, even as he was. OE 

We are not left to a doubtful conjecture about his 
views and motives on. this occaſion; for a ſure inter- 
preter has opened to us the ſecret of his heart, © By 
FAITH, Moſes, when he was come to years, refuſed 


to be called the ſon of Pharaoh's daughter; chooſing. 


rather to ſuffer affliction with the people of God, than 
to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon ; eſteeming 
the reproach of Chriſt greater riches than the treaſures 
in Egypt: for he had reſpe& unto the recompence of 
the reward *.” Having been inſtructed in the divine 
Covenant made with Abraham and his feed, and in 
tne promiſes of the Saviour, who was to deſcend from 
that family, he believed that they were under the pe- 
culiar protection of Heaven, and would ſurely be reſ- 
cued from their miſerable oppreſſion. With fervent 
deſire, therefore, to partake with them of their reli- 
gious privileges, he reſolved to join their ſociety, what- 
ever he might riſk by it, and freely to ſacrifice every 
temporal advantage, for the ſake of that Redeemer, 
whom he profeſſed to look for. This was indeed 
« the faith which overcometh the world.” 

It appears alſo, that he had ſome intimations from 
God, beſides the expectation he might have formed 
from the account of his parents, that he was deſigned 
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to be the inſtrument of delivering his people Iſrael. 
In obedience, then, to the will of God, and not in 
fanciful diſguſt, or through any moroſeneſs of ſpirit ;— 
in order to teſtify his readineſs ro do and to ſuffer all 
that God would have him, he cheerfully quitted his 
moſt enviable ſituation in the court of Egypt, and, 
like his father Abraham before him, © he went out, 
not knowing whither he went.” 

But what was his immediate object? © It came 
into his heart to viſit his brethren, and he looked on 
their burthens.” He was touched with compaſſion for 
their afflicted ſtate; and he was deſirous to contrive 
ſome way, if it were poſſible, to alleviate their diſtreſs, 
or elſe to bear his part with them. More than this; 
it ſhould ſeem that he was forward to enter upon his 
office; and therefore, with great zeal, perhaps with an 
improper warmth, he propoſed himſelf to them in the 
character, which he expected to ſuſtain, of their deli- 
verer, and looked for no other than a cordial reception 
ftom them. But his ardour in their cauſe met with a 
ſevere check, not ſo much from their enemies, as from 
themſelves. Like the Saviour, whom he prefigured, 
he was at firſt “ deſpiſed and rejected.“ He came 
unto his own, and his own received him not.“ 

An occaſion immediately occurred, which induced 
| him to interpoſe. He beheld an Hebrew brother ſuf- 
fering by the cruel hand of an Egyptian, and ſtood up 
as the avenger of the injured perſon. In this contention 
he ſlew the Egyptian. What the circumſtances might 
be, to render ſuch an act of violence neceſſary or juſ- 
fifiable, we know not. Enough is not told us, to 

A a 3 enable 
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enable us to form a proper judgment of it. Moſes 
might be driven to 1t, in defence of himſelf, as well 
as of the Iſraelite; or he might conſider himſelf autho- 
rized by a divine commifſion«to vindicate the wrongs 
of his people, and to puniſh their oppreſſors. This 
event might alſo be deſigned to confirm his hopes of 
reſcuing his countrymen from their miſerable bondage, 


and of overcoming the Egyptians, as he had done in 


the inſtance before us. 

But, while he was ready to aſſert the rights of his 
enſlaved brethren, they were dejected; and, ſo far from 
ſeconding his endeavours, they quarrelled among them- 
ſelves, and reproached him for his zeal in their ſervice, 
On the very next day, a freſh inſtance was given of his 
regard to their welfare. Perceiving a ſharp contention 
between two Iſraelites, he undertook to be the medi- 
ator, and with a very mild expoſtulation would have 
reconciled them to each other. | © Sirs, (ſaid he) ye 
are brethren: why do ye wrong one to another* ?” It 
was indeed a diſtreſſing fight, to obſerve thoſe, who 
were ſo nearly related by blood, and as cloſely allied 
by affliction, and who ought therefore to have had one 


common intereſt, taking part with their enemies, and 
by their fooliſh conteſts increaſing their own calami- 


ties. What, was it not enough that Egypt oppreſſed 
and deſtroyed them? Muſt they alſo vex and devour 
one another? How ſuitable the admonition of Moſes; 
« Ye belong to the ſame family, and ſhould ſtudy to 
promote your mutual benefit and comfort.“ May we 
not apply this wiſe reproof to thoſe warm diſputants, 


Acts vii. 26. 
who, 
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who, by their fierce debates, divide and weaken the 
Chriſtian Church? They forget ſurely, that they are 
« brethren,” or elſe much of the animoſity that pre- 
vails among them would ceaſe. «© Why do ye wrong 
one to another?“ Leave to your adverſaries the work 
of perſecution, but be you © kindly affectioned one 
to another with brotherly love.” 

The mediation of Moſes was not accepted. They 
underſtood not that he was appointed to be their 
ruler and their judge; and accordingly they ſpurned 
at his interpoſition, and upbraided him with what he 
had done the preceding day in avenging one of their 
own company. This was a painful trial to him; and 
ſuch a failure in his firſt attempts, we ſhould appre- 
hend, might greatly damp his zeal. © To what pur- 
poſe (he might argue) have I renounced my former 
connections? If I am to be thus deſpiſed by my own 
countrymen, would it not be better to return to thoſe, 
whoſe friendſhip I have forſaken?“ - But, perhaps, 
there was a degree of forwardneſs and raſhneſs in Moſes, 
which the contempt, he met with, would ſerve to 
correct. He had much more to learn in true religion, 
than hitherto he had attained, in order to qualify him 
for his high office. Nor was the time of his deliver- 
ing Iſrael yet arrived, though he was eager to be em- 
ployed. They were to ſuffer oppreſſion for a longer 
period, that they might be more effectually humbled ; 
and, in the mean ſeaſon, their numbers were increaſing, 
Moſes was better prepared for his work, the Egyptians 
alſo and the Canaanites were permitted to fill up 
the meaſure of their iniquities. For theſe ends the 
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Lord determined, that ſorty more years ſhoul.1 elapfe, 
before he would a;iſe to maintain the cauſe of his op- 
preſſed people. 

We admire the divine patience and long ſuffering, 
eſpecially when contraſted with our vchemence and 
precipitation. The purpoſes cf God are firm and 
ſure; but He proceeds to the execution of them 


with a ſlow ſtep; white we are full of ardour to 


haſten them, Our zeal, therefore, even when it ſprings 
from the beſt principles, is generally mixed with raſh- 


neſs and violence; and for this reaſon, doubtleſs, it 


pleaſes God to ſuffer thoſe, whoſe hearts glow with a 
moſt fervent deſire to ſerve him, to be diſappointed in 
many of their firſt attempts. Not unfrequently they are 
oppoſed by the very perſons, whoſe intereſt they wiſh 
to promote; not by the world only, but by the Iſrael 
of God. A trial of this nature is far more diſtreſſing 
than any contemptuous or injurious treatment from, the 
avowed enemies of godlineſs. But let us be prepared 
for it, nor wonder, if our kindeſt interpoſitions, eſpe- 
cially to make peace between our contending brethren, 
be rejected and reproached by good people. Perhaps 


we have been too forward, or acted too much in our 


own ſpirit; and therefore it may be of real advantage 
to us, to fail in our ſchemes. We ſhall thereby be- 
come more ſolid in our judgment, more ſteadfaſt in 
our pu;poſes, more meek in our tempers, and more 
pure and upright in our motives. We may have 
ſincerely intended to do the will of God, and what he 
alſo deſigns to effect: but, while our endeavours are 

| | defeated, 
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defeated, we learn to wait His time, and to depend 
upon Him for ſucceſs, 

Probably, what we lament as a ſore diſappointment, 
may tend to our own temporal ſecurity. This, we 
perceive, was the caſe with Moſes. He found, by the 
opprobrious ſpeech of the Iſraelites who thruſt him 
away, that he was known to have ſlain the Egyptian; 
which made him apprehenſive of danger. It ſoon ap- 
peared alſo, that Pharaoh, who was incenſed againſt him, 
ſought his life. The man of God, therefore, trembled 
for his ſafety, perhaps through a defect of faith, and 
thought himſelf obliged for his own preſervation to 
become an exile and a wanderer. He fled to the land 
of Midian, far from all his friends and connections, 
and without any means of ſupport or any expectation 
of aſſiſtance, but from God alone. In this foreign 
country, unattended, fatigued, and helpleſs, © he fat 
down by a well.” How different his ſituation there, 
from that which he had lately deſerted ! Not long be- 
fore, he had been ſurrounded with all the ſplendor of 


a palace; but then how diſtreſſing his proſpect! At 


ſuch a ſeafon, were there any conſiderations, which 
could relieve his mind? Yes; the very ſame which 
had induced him to quit the court: He had reſpect 


- unto che recompence of the reward.” The grace, which 


had preſerved him from the ſnares of proſperity, up- 
held him even-in that moſt deſtitute and dangerous 
condition. He ſeemed, indeed, to have loſt all: but 
he had committed himſelf and his concerns into ſafe 
hands. Let us wait to ſee the event. © O caſt thy 
burden upon the Lord, and he ſhall ſuſtain thee ! 

| For 
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For © did ever any truſt in Him, and was con- 


founded ?” 


Moſes obtained deliverance by an incident, which 
could not have been foreſeen. While he fat by the 
well, the daughters of Jethro, or Raguel, a prieſt or 
rather a prince in Midian, came to water their flocks; 
in which office he readily ſtepped forth to aſſiſt them, 
and protected them from the violence of ſome neigh- 
bouring ſhepherds. This was an act of juſtice and of 
kindneſs, and was amply recompenſed by the gratitude 
of Jethro, who invited the poor deſolate ſtranger to 
go and abide under his hoſpitable roof. An attach- 
ment, it ſhould ſeem, was ſoon formed between theſe 


two perſons, who appeared to have been of a kindred 


diſpoſition, alike benevolent and generous. © Moſes 
was content to dwell with the man;” and this was a 
mark of his humility, deſtitute as he was, if we conſi- 
der that he had been educated and had lived as a prince, 
and that he now became a ſervant, in the capacity of 
a ſhepherd, and cheerfully ſubmitted to a laborious 
employment. But here the Lord provided him with 
an aſylum, and bleſſed him with domeſtic comforts. 


He married one of'the daughters of Jethro, by whom 
he had two ſons. 


In ſuch a ſituation, little known, and little regarded, 


he, who had been heir to the crown of Egypt, who 


was appointed to be © a King in Jeſhurun,” dwelt for 
forty years. Yet mean as his occupation was, this 


proved a very favourable retreat. We praiſe our God, 


who ſupports and defends his people, and never leaves 


them nor forſakes them, in times of greateſt danger 
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and diſtreſs, Let us not doubt, even when we can ſee 
no means of ſafety or deliverance, that He will raiſe 
up friends, and open a place of refuge for us: Yea, 
He himſelf will be“ a ſanftuary” to us, 

Moſes, we have obſerved, was probably ſent to 
Midian for conſiderable advantage to himſelf, that he 
might have more intimate converſe with God. He 
had derived much benefit from his education in Egypt, 
whereby he became an accompliſhed ſcholar, an ex- 
perienced ſtateſman, and a valiant ſoldier. Thus he 
was qualified to ſtand before Pharaoh, and to com- 
mand the Ifraclites. But as an Egyptian prince, he 
had leſs opportunity of improvement in true religion, 
than 1n his retirement, as a ſhepherd and a ſervant to his 
father-in-law Jethro, There he enjoyed every ſuitable 
convenience, leiſure and ſolitude, for the. purpoſes of 
meditation and devotion ; which prepared him for that 
nearer intercourſe with God, to which he was deſigned 
to be admitted. Yet it required peculiar grace in 
Moſes, to be content to hide his talents in ſecret, and 
quietly to wait, ſo long a ſeaſon, for the promiſed de- 
liverance. The Lord's people are all eager to be 
uſeful; but many of them are unknown, and poſſeſs 
not the power of doing extenſive good. This is meant 
as a trial of their faith. Let them only be diligent to 
make the beſt of their preſent obſcurity, and be will- 


ing to be nothing; and they ſhould not doubt, that in 


due time they will be brought forth to a larger 
ſphere, if the divine wiſdom ſhall judge it expedient 
for them, | 
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How inſtructive is the example before us! Let us 
inquire, Are we like-minded with Moſes? Are we 
ready, whenever required, to renounce the world, with 
all its pomps and vanities, its honours, pleaſures, and 
preferments, from a real regard to Chriſt? We do 
not aſſert, that it is any part or evidence of true reli- 


gion, merely to give up our ſituation : in general, we 


muſt abide in our calling. To forſake our appointed 
place, without ſome plain intimation that this 1s the 
will of God, would not be an act of truſt or ſubmiſ- 
ſion, but of raſhneſs, perhaps of cowardice or pre- 
ſumption, But where our poſt cannot be maintained, 
conſiſtently with a profeſſion of ſupreme attachment 
to the Saviour, there the line of duty is obvious. Our 


Lord determined the matter, when he ſaid, © He that 
loveth father or mother more than me, is not worthy 


of me .“ 

Is not the world, then, in one reſpect or another, 
a ſnare to our ſouls? Are we not hereby tempted, if 
not avowedly to oppoſe, yet ſhamefully to neglect 
the ſervice of Chriſt? There are various hindrances 
in the way of a ſtrictly religious life ; but the faith of 
Moſes would enable us to overcome them all. We 
may inſtance in three particulars : WEE 

1. The expectations of advancement. Something 
more, or ſomething higher, is what moſt perſons are 
ſeeking; and it 'is ſuppoſed (which in many caſes is 
undeniably true), that any zealous exertions in favour 
of real godlineſs will prevent them from accompliſh- 
ing their wiſhes; and therefore they beg leave to poſt- 


* Matt. *. 37. 
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pone a due attention to the concerns of the ſoul, till 
their temporal ſchemes are ſettled. And ſhall We dare 
to act upon ſuch a principle as this? Had Moſes been 
influenced by the views of preferment, he would have 
continued his connections with the Egyptians, and diſ- 
owned the Iſrael of God. But he © refufed to be called 
the ſon of Pharaoh's daughter,” and thus gave up his 
proſpects of a crown and a kingdom, 

2. The love of ſenſual enjoyments ;—aff idolatrous 
attachment to which 1s diſcovered on every ſide. The 
young and the healthy, if the means of gratification are 
afforded them, ſeem to think they have a licence to in- 
dulge their paſſions without reſtraint. The precept of 
Chriſt, therefore, © to deny themſelves, to take up 
their croſs daily, and to follow him,” they treat with 
contempt, and put off theſe uncomfortable duties to 
the aged, the fick, and the gloomy. We would re- 
mind them, how different from their plan was the 
conduct of Moſes, who deſpiſed, what they are ſo ea- 
gerly purſuing, © the pleaſures of ſin, which are but for 
a ſeaſon.” He was in the full vigour of his ſtrength, 
and had all the delights of ſenſe at his command, yet he 
cheerfully renotinced them all, © chooſing rather to ſuf- 
fer affliction with the people of God.“ And this leads 
us to remark another hindrance of real piety, 

3. The fear of reproach. Thoſe, who will ſerve 
God faithfully, even in our own day, meet with many 
difficulties from the oppoſition of an evil world. Their 
characters are traduced, and their ſociety is avoided, as 
molt dangerous and opprobrious. Many, who ac- 


knowledge them to be right, and wiſh to be in their 
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ſtate, are deterred from forming any intimacy with 
them, leſt they ſhould. come into the ſame diſgrace, 
Thus ©. the fear of man bringeth a ſnare.” Are we 
not under the influence of this principle? What pre- 
vents us from making a bold profeſſion of the Goſpel ? 
Why are we ſhy of the acquaintance of thoſe, who are 
confeſſedly © the excellent of the earth? Are we not 
ſeeking the praiſe of men, even at the expence of truth 
and of a good conſcience, unwilling to be accounted 
fools for Chriſt's ſake? Where, then, is the zeal of 
Moſes ? ©« He eſteemed the reproach of Chriſt greater 
riches than the treaſures of Egypt.” Let us not for- 
get, it is THE REPROACH OF CHRIST which we are 


called to bear, by a ſteadfaſt attachment to his people, 


and by a courageous defence of the doctrines of revela- 
tion. And is not He worthy, for whom we ſhould re- 


ſign the favour of the world? © For our ſakes he be- 


came poor,” and * made himſelf of no reputation,” 
that we might be exalted to eternal glory, © If we ſuf⸗ 
fer, we ſhall alfo reign with him ;” and like Moſes we 
ſhould © have reſpect unto this recompence of reward :” 
for thus only ſhall we be animated to perſevere in out 
chriſtian-courſe, till we join the ſociety of the faithful 
above, and receive the crown of life. 
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SECT. 2. 


Moſes had a revelation from God at Horeb—umwilling to 
accept the commiſſion given him—ſubmitted, and depari- 
ed for Eg ypt—obliged to circumciſe his ſon—joined by 
Aaron, went to Pharaoh—repulſed—diſcouraged through 
unbelief=-made a ſecond attempt with Pharaob—wroaght 
miracles—led the Hebrews out of Eg ypt—purſued by 
Pharaoh - divided the Red n his enemies drown- 
ed, and praiſed the Lord. 


IT is the 1 of the Chriſtian grace of Charity, 
that © ſhe ſeeketh not her own;” and accordingly, 
the holy ſcriptures enjoin us, © Look not every man 


on his own things, but every man alſo on the things 


of others *.” Ah! how many prove that they know 
nothing of this divine principle, while they live to 
themſelves alone, and ſeruple not to ſacrifice the in- 
tereſt and comfort of their neareſt connections to theit 
private gratification! But the man of God, who 1s 
influenced by the nobleſt motives of pure benevolence, 
will rejoice in the opportunity of doing good to thoſe 
around him, even at his own expence: eſpecially, 
if he can, by any exertion, promote the cauſe of God, 
or of his Church, he will cheerfully forego whatever 


* Phil. it, 4. 
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is dear to him in the world, and welcome the ſevereſt 
trials. By faith he extends his views beyond the pre- 
ſent ſcene of things, and will not, therefore, be ſtag- 
gered in his purpoſe, by the appearance of the moſt 
formidable difficulties. 

Such an one was Moſes. In poſſeſſion of the higheſt 
temporal advantages, living in eaſe and ſplendor, and 


them all, and preferred a ſtate of poverty; contempt, 
and ſervitude ; not only that he might preſerve a good 
conſcience, but alſo that he might lay himſelf out 
in the ſervice of God, and the defence of his op- 
preſſed people. Thus far we have followed him, till 
he forſook the court of Egypt, not in ſullen diſappoint- 
ment, but cheerfully; not in the fickle age of youth, 
when every wild ſcheme may be raſhly adopted, but 
when he was forty years old, and had, therefore, at- 
tained a maturity of judgment and experience. We 
have ſeen him diſappointed in his firſt expectations of 
delivering Iſrael, rejected with contempt, and obliged 
to fly, in a moſt deſtitute condition, to another country. 
There, though fayoured with the protection and 
bleſſing of God, he was placed in no very eminent 
ſituation; for he was the ſhepherd, and the ſervant, of 
his father-in-law Jethro. 
T hus retired from the world he had opportunities 
for ſecret devotion, which he improved to an excel- 
lent purpoſe, But he appeared far removed from all 
probability of interpoſing in behalf of the Iſraelites ; and 
we apprehend, that, after ſo long a continuance 1n 
Midian, he had laid aſide all hopes of reſcuing them 
| | out 
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out of the hands of their oppreſſors. We learn, how- 
ever, to be aſhamed of our ſelfiſhneſs, and of our at- 
tachment to preſent enjoyments, while we perceive the 


diſintereſted zeal of Moſes: and we are inſtructed, by 


the delay which he met with, to corre& our own 
haſtineſs even in our beſt ſchemes, and to be willing 
to wait the Lord's time and way, in order to bring 
them into effect. 

Ves before The bondage of the Iſraelites became 
Chritt, 1491+ more and more inſupportable. The cruel 
tyrant, from whom Moſes fled, was removed; but 
another of the ſame character ſucceeded. At length 
the Hebrews, bowed down under the heavy preſſure, 
cried unto God for deliverance: and He, in compaſſion 
to their diſtreſs, and in remembrance of his holy Cove- 
nant, determined to break off their chains *, ' Moſes, 
who had been appointed to the work, and had long 
been in a ſtate of preparation for it, was made ac- 
quainted with the divine . purpole. While he was 
diligently attending to the duties of his ſtation, and 
feeding the flock of Jethro, the Lord appeared to him, 
in a moſt extraordinary manner, to reveal his deſigns 
of mercy T. And where ſhall We expect the preſence 
of God, or the communication of his grace, but in 
the faithful diſcharge of our reſpective offices? The 
meaneſt employment will not prevent us from an 
intercourſe with Heaven; nay rather, if it be our 
proper fervice, it will put us in the way of receiv- 


ing a peculiar bleſſing, as a mark of our great * aſter's 
approbation. 


* Excd. ii. 23—25. + iii. 1, &c. 
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The place of the revelation was Horeb, the moun- 
tain, that was ſoon afterwards ſignalized by the ſtill 
more remarkable intimacy, to which Moſes was there 
admitted with the Lord God for forty days together, 
This holy man was ſuddenly ſtruck with a moſt 
wonderful ſight : a bright flame was ſeen in the midſt 
of a buſh, which, though it continued to burn, was 
not conſumed, —The viſion was myſterious and emble- 
matical; a fit repreſentation of Iſrael in Egypt, and 
of the Church in every age, under its ſevereſt perſe- 
cutions, preſerved from deſtruction by the preſence 
of God. While we perceive the fire kindled, and 
threatening 1t with immediate ruin, we tremble for the 
conſequence ; but we forget, that the Lord himſelf 
dwells in the midſt of it. 

Moſes gazed with profound admiration, and drew 
near to examine this ſurpriſing object. But how mult 
his aftoniſhment increaſe, when he heard a voice iſſuing 
from it, and calling to him by name, Moſes, Moſes!” 
He was then commanded to keep at a diſtance, and 
to put off his ſhoes, in order to expreſs a ſenſe of his 
own defilement, and of his utter unfitneſs to ſtand 
before a righteous God. But who was the high and 


illuſtrious perſonage, that addreſſed himſelf to Moſes * ? 
| That 


* The perſon ſpeaking to Moſes is called, Exod. iii. 2, * The 
Angel of the Lord ;” and yet this Angel is no created Being, for 
he afſumes the incommunicable name of Jehovah, iii. 6. I am 
the God of thy father, &c.“ and ſays alſo concerning himſelf, 
«I am THAT I am.” The laſt of theſe expreſſions, eſpecially, 
implies that he poſſeſſed ſuch divine perfections, as cannot be 


aſcribed to the moſt txalted creature: and yet that very manner 
| of 
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That he might encourage faith and hope, as well as 
excite the moſt profound veneration in his ſervant, 
He declared, © I am the God of thy father, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and the God of 
Jacob:” as if he had ſaid, © I am the God whom 
they worſhipped, who am bound by the moſt folemn 
Covenant with them, to preſerve and bleſs their 
poſterity; I am the God, with whom they now live, 
and will continue to exiſt in everlaſting bliſs and 
glory *.“ 
What could Moſes reply? Or what effect had this 
declaration upon him? * He hid his face; for he was 


of ſpeaking Jeſus Chriſt uſed, as deſcriptive of himſelf, and thereby 
claimed the attributes of Deity, when he ſaid, Before Abraham 
was, I am,” John viii. $8. The concluſion, then, is obvious: 
This is no other than“ The Angel of the Covenant;” and He 
is no leſs than the ſupreme God. The ſame perſon afterwards 
appeared on mount Sinai, delivered the law to Moſes, and upon ; 
various occaſions, in revealing his will to the ancient Patriarchs, 
aſſumed a viſible ſhape, which might be prophetical of his future 
incarnation. Reſpecting the Father it is ſaid, © No man hath ſeen 
God at any time” (John i. 18.) “ Ye have neither heard his 
voice at any time, nor ſeen his ſhape;” John v. 37. The angel, 
then, who conducted Iſrael through the wilderneſs, the God who 
was the Law-giver, and the King of Iſrael, was no other than the 
ſecond perſon of the Trinity, who, “ though he was in the form 
of God, was made in the likeneſs of men.” 

* From this text our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has proved the doQrine 
of the Reſurrection, (Matt. xxii. 31.) and ſhewn that the expreſ- 
fions here uſed concerning Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, ſome 
hundred years after their deceaſe, implied that they were ſtill in 
exiſtence with God. We conclude therefore, that the ſouls of 
departed ſaints, during their ſeparation from their bodies, do not 
ſleep, but are in a fate of high felicity and glory. f 
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afraid to look upon God.” Do we wonder, that fo 
holy a man ſhould feel any dread upon his mind? 
May we not rather ſuſpect, that our uſual confidence 
and forwardneſs, in approaching to God, betrays an 
ignorance of Him and ourſelves ? Surely, the more we 
contemplate His greatneſs and purity, the more we 
ſhall be abaſed before him, from a ſenſe of our mean- 
neſs and depravity. It is obſervable, therefore, in the 
ſcriptures, that ſore of the moſt eminent characters 
have diſcovered the deepeſt humiliation, reverence, and 
confuſion, even when God has been drawing near to 
them with the manifeſtations of his mercy. The 
righteous fear and hide their faces in the duſt, when 
they behold the glory of the Lord, though He de- 
clares his love; but the wicked either care not for Him, 
or tremble only at the thunders of his wrath, 

It is neceſſary to check that preſumptuous ſpirit, 
which ſome perſons diſcover in prying into the divine 
myſteries. © Draw not nigh hither ;” but ſtand at a 
diſtance to contemplate and adore. The ordinances 
of God alſo demand from us the moſt profound vene- 
ration. For He is as really, though not as viſibly, 


| preſent there, as on the mount with Moſes, Why, 


then, are we ſo trifling and irreverent, both in our in- 
ward temper and our outward carriage, during our 
attendance on His worſhip? We forget, that “ the 
place is holy ground,” as being ſet apart for the pur- 
poſe of maintaining an intercourſe with the God of 


heaven. Even external ceremonies, in token of an 


humble frame of mind, may be proper and uſeful: 
and thoſe are chargeable with a proud contempt of 
God, who ſuperciliouſly reject them, 
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What, then, was the deſign of this revelation to 
Moſes? The Lord declared, that he had taken notice 
of the diſtreſſes of his people in Egypt, felt compaſſion 
for them, and would immediately interpoſe, to extri- 
cate them from their miſerable ſlavery, and to conduct 
them to the promiſed land of Canaan. But who was 
to be the inſtrument of accompliſhing this deliverance ? 
To Moſes himſelf was the commiſſion given: « Come 
now, therefore, I will ſend thee,” ſaid God. Yet 
Moſes did not readily accede to the propoſal. Forty 
years before, he had appeared forward to ſtand forth, 
from proper motives, as the avenger of Iſrael, though 
probably with a degree of raſhneſs and ſelf-confidence ; 
but in Midian he had learnt more of 'God and of 


himſelf, and therefore, under a deep conviction of his 


own unworthineſs and inſufficiency, he ſhrunk back 
from the office, to which the Lord appointed him. 
He replied, © Who am I, that I ſhould do this?“ —— 
But the backwardneſs, he expreſſed, did not proceed 
entirely from genuine humility : -there ſeems to have 
been a ſinful diſtruſt, an unbelieving fear, which made 
him wiſh to decline the ſervice. Alas! every grace in 
the moft excellent character is not only defective, but 
mixed with ſome corrupt affection or other, which 
ſtains the luſtre of it. Our zeal too frequently par- 
takes of impetuoſity and pride, our meekneſs degene- 
rates into cowardice and inaCtivity, 

We admire the condeſcenſion of our God, who 


bears with the perverſeneſs of his children, anſwers 


their objections, and removes their difficulties. Was 


Moſes diſcouraged at the greatneſs, or the danger, of 
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the work aſſigned him? The Lord comforted him 
with this gracious aſſurance, © Certainly I will be 
with thee.” This implied a promiſe of ſupport and 


protectiom: and could any thing further be deſired? 


Alas! unbelief is always unreaſonable in its expecta- 
tions, and continually raiſes new cavils. Moſes ſug- 
geſted, that ſuch was the ignorance and obſtinacy of 
the people, that they would not underſtand, and in a 
captious manner would queſtion him, what was the 
name of the God who ſent him. To this the Lord 
God replied, by declaring his own perfections, with 
unſpeakable majeſty, © I am THAT I Au.“ — The 
expreſſion bids defiance to all explanations: only we 
obſerve herein, that our God is incomprehenſible, 
exiſts independently of all other beings, and is un- 


changeably the ſame, in all his attributes, “ from 


everlaſting to everlaſting.” 

Moſes, therefore, was inſtructed to aſſemble the 
elders of Iſrael, to open his commiſſion before them, 
and to inform them, that the God, who was pledged 
to their fathers by ſolemn covenant, had. taken com- 
paſſion upon them, would reſcue them from their op- 
preſſion, and give them the inheritance of Canaan, 
which he had promiſed. They were a dejected peo- 


ple, unwilling to exert themſelves ; but it was intimat- 
ed, that a divine. influence ſhould be put forth to in- 


cline them to pay an attentive and obedient regard. 
He was alſo commanded to go boldly to Pha- 
raoh, and to requeſt their diſmiſſion; but was fore- 
warned, that in the king of Egypt he would meet with 
a determined and obſtinate oppoſer, who would at 


laſt 


J. 
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laſt be ſubdued only by the heavy judgments of 
God. 
The objections of Moſes were not all ſilenced. 
We are ſurpriſed and grieved to hear him ſtarting 
one difficulty after another, and expreſsly contradicting 
the aſſertion of God himſelf: * They will not believe 
me, nor hearken unto my voice *.“ Such is the horrid 
nature of unbelief: it makes God a liar. Yet the 


Lord bore with him, and, to inſpire him with courage 


and confidence for his work, furniſhed him with indu- 
bitable credentials, by giving him miraculous powers 
in proof of his commiſſion. But even theſe did not 
ſuffice, Alas! we are very ready to frame excuſes, 
when we have no heart to undertake the ſervice, to 
which we are appointed. Moſes again dared to 
object his own inſufficieney, © O my Lord, I am not 
eloquent, I am flow of ſpeech, and of a ſlow tongue.“ 
Doubtleſs, this continued backwardneſs to obey the 
divine call, was highly blamable. This diffidence of 
himſelf betrayed. a ſinful diſtruſt of God; for He 
immediately replied, * Who hath made man's mouth? 
Or who maketh the dumb or deaf, or the ſeeing, or 
the blind? Have not I the Lord? Now therefore, 
go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what 
thou ſhalt ſay.” 

What could have been required more? Yet after 
all, it ſhould ſeem, Moſes abſolutely refuſed to accept 
the charge, and ſaid, © O my Lord, ſend, I pray 
thee, -by the hand of him, whom thou wilt ſend?” 
that is, © Send by ſome one elſe, better fitted for 


* Exod, iv. 1, &e. 
B b 4 | this 
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this office, by whomſoever thou wilt, only have me 
excuſed.” This was moſt provoking to God: © His 
anger was kindled:” and yet he withdrew not the 
honourable appointment from him, but in great con- 
deſcenſion promiſed, that Aaron his brother ſhould 
bear a part in the arduous employment, and be his 
« ſpokeſman,” and that both of them ſhould be 
furniſhed with all neceſſary inſtructions for their 
work. 
How remarkable was this interview between the 
moſt High God and his ſervant Moſes l. We per- 
- ceive nothing here, which can induce a ſuſpicion of 
the integrity, or even of the eminence, of this holy 
man; but we ſee much to abaſe our pride, and to 
prove that the moſt excellent characters have great 
defects. Shall any boaſt, that they are able to ſtand 
in the judgment before God, when they hear that 
te the anger of the Lord was kindled againſt Moſes ?” 
Let us confeſs, that the Lord has been long-ſufter- 
ing towards us, and that © it is of His mercies we 
are not conſumed,” How backward have we alſo 
been to ſerve him! How many objections have we 
urged againſt the performance of the plaineſt duties 
We may, diſcover enough in the ſecret workings 
of our hearts, to account for all the inconſiſtency 
in Moſes, and to excite in us the moſt fervent 
prayer, that God would not enter into judgment with 

us for our perverſe oppoſition to His will. 
At length, then, Moſes, conſtrained to ſubmit, 
obeyed the divine direction. Having ſolicited 
leave of his father-in-law to depart, he and his 
family 
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family together were diſmiſſed in peace. Freſh 


aſſurances of the Lord's protection and aſſiſtance were 
given him; in dependence upon which he ſet forwards 
to contend with the king of Egypt, and to vindicate 
the wrongs of Iſrael. But how was he armed for ſuch 
a conflict? He went with no other weapons or de- 
fence, than © the rod of God in his hand.” So evi- 
dently did it appear, that © the excellency of the 
power,” throughout this eventful hiſtory, “ was of 
God and not of man.” The miniſters of Chriſt 
go forth in like manner, upon their important em- 
baſſy. They go, as Moſes, with the rod of God in 
their hands, to conquer a ,hoſt of the moſt formi- 
dable enemies: for the Goſpel is that “ rod of God's 
ſtrength,“ whereby * the people fall under him *.” 
« The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down of ſtrong 
holds; caſting down imaginations, and every high 
thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of 
God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Chriſt f.“ | 

A painful trial overtook him by the way, © The 
Lord met him, and ſought to kill him.” He was 
threatened with immediate death ; and it was under- 


ſtood to be as a puniſhment for neglecting to circum- 


ciſe his ſon. Into this neglect, we apprehend, he 
was betrayed by a ſinful - compliance with his wife 
Zipporah, who, from her objections to the ordinance 
of God, we fear, had no true ſenſe of religion. The 


* Pſal. cx. 2. xlv. 5. + 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. 
3 _ circumſtance 
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circumſtance may appear trifling, but it ſtands as an 
awful admonition to us to obey God, though our 
deareſt friends may oppoſe us. We ſhall provoke 
his anger, if, from any worldly conſiderations, we 
conform not to his inſtitutions, yea even to the external 
obſervances, which he has appointed. 

At the very time that Moſes was inveſted with his 
office, his brother Aaron went by divine revelation to 
meet him; and thus, by the coincidence of the inti- 
mations given them, when at a diſtance from each 
other, their faith and courage were ſtrengthened, 
They proceeded to Egypt together; and, having 
aſſembled the elders of Iſrael, they opened their com- 
miſſion, and, in proof thereof, publicly exhibited their 
miraculous powers. The people felt an immediate 
conviction, received them as the meſſengers of Heaven, 
and joined in a ſolemn act of adoration, to teſtify 
their gratitude and obedience.——At length they were 
emboldened to aſk an audience of Pharaoh, and, in 
the name of the God of Iſrael, they requeſted per- 
miſſion of him to go three days journey into the de- 
ſert, for the purpoſe of religious worſhip *. The peti- 
tion was reaſonable; but the proud king repulſed 
them with diſdain, reproached them as the encou- 
ragers of idleneſs and ſedition, and oppreſſed the poor 
enſlaved Hebrews with increaſing rigour and ſeverity. 
The tyrant ſtormed and threatened ; and their own 
| brethren accuſed them of the baſeſt deſigns. This 

was indeed a moſt diſtreſſing ſituation, 


* Exod, v. 1, &c. 


ſu 


loſes 
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Moſes was not prepared for the trial, even by all the 
preceding admonitions and promiſes, which God had 
oiven him. Alas! how ſoon do our principles fail 
us, unleſs the Lord himſelf continually maintain 
them within us! Upon the very firſt difficulty, if 
left to ourſelves, we ſhall forget all we have known 
of God, and, notwithſtanding our paſt or preſent con- 
fidence, we ſhall fall into the utmoſt perplexity and 
deſpair, Moſes ſtaggered, complained unto God 
of the treatment he met with, and murmured at his 
appointment to his arduous poſt, and at his bad 
ſucceſs. Surely this was wrong: but we learn from 
it to © keep our hearts with all diligence,” while 
we obſerve, how prone we are to impatience and diſ- 
truſt, when our attempts to do good are defeated, 
Former fins, alſo, are ſuffered to gain freſh ſtrength 
againſt us in order more effectually to humble us, 
and the rich grace of our God is diſplayed in pardon- 
ing and reſtoring us, though our backſlidings are 
increaſed. 

It ſhould ſeem as if Moſes would have laid down 
his office, before he had well entered upon it. But 
the Lord had compaſſion upon his infirmity, and en- 


couraged him to proceed in his work, by giving 


him ' renewed affurances of ſupport in it. Moſes 
thought the caſe was deſperate; and therefore God 
determined to interpoſe, that He might make his 
power known: © Now ſhalt thou ſee (ſaid He what 
I will do to Pharaoh *.” And, in general, we remark 
that Ne is pleaſed to defer the execution of his plans 


2 Exod, vi. 1, &c: 


till 
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till matters are come to an extremity, that his hand 
may be the more manifeſt. : 

The Lord added one promiſe to another, that he 
might remove the fears, and confirm the faith, of his 
ſervant, and ſent him again to addreſs the people with 
the moſt gracious declarations of the divine purpoſe 
to deliver them. But they would not hear: their ſpirit 
was broken through exceſs of grief, under the heavy 
yoke of their bondage. —The Prophet was then com- 
manded to repeat his meſſage to Pharaoh, and to require 
of this haughty tyrant the diſmiſſion of Iſrael, But 
alas! Moſes fainted through the diſcouragement he had 
met with from his own nation ; and, as if he had for- 
gotten or diſbelie ved all that God had engaged to do 
for him, he urged his former objections from his want 
of eloquence. © Behold, I am of uncircumciſed lips, 
and how ſhall Pharaoh hearken unto me?“ -t is a 
falſe humility, which would induce us to plead our own 
unficneſs, when we are clearly called to any ſervice. It 
is, rather, a very ſinful diſtruſt of God, who can work 
by the weakeſt inſtruments, and who alone can 
enſure ſucceſs even to men of the moſt eminent 
abilities. 

At laſt, however, the conteſt between God and the 
Prophet was decided. Moſes wis veſted with moſt 
remarkable powers to execute the divine judgments; 
by which the rebellious king of Egypt might know 
that the God, whom he had defied, was indeed the God 
of the whole earth. © See (ſaid the Lord) I have 
made thee a God to Pharaoh *.” We read not that 


* Exod. vii. 1, &c. 
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ſo great authority was ever intruſted to any mere man. 


The Midianitiſh ſhepherd was commiſſioned to act as 
the repreſentative of Jehovah, in the name of the God 
of heaven to call upon the proud Monarch to ſubmit, 
and to puniſh his diſobedience with the moſt tremen- 
dous calamities; he was empowered to inflict, or to 
with-hold, the vengeance due to this obſtinate ſinner, 
till He was made to feel and to confeſs his own inferi- 
ority, and the uncontrollable dominion of the Lord 
God Almighty. . 
Moſes had now nothing to fear. His objections 
were all immediately filenced ; his faith was confirm- 
ed; nor did he any longer heſitate to undertake the 
work aſſigned him, difficult and dangerous as it was. 
From that time his courage was undaunted, and his 
diligence unwearied. He went, accompanied by his 
brother Aaron, according to the Lord's directions, 
and demanded of Pharaoh the releaſe of the Hebrews. 
This was the grand object of contention ; and, in the 
maintaining of the debate, we perceive the ambaſſador 
of Jehovah conducting himſelf with a majeſty, ſuited 
to the high character he ſuſtained. To convince the 
unbelieving tyrant of the divine power, and to execute 
upon him and his wicked people the indignation of 
Heaven, a variety of miracles were performed, which 
were all of a calamitous and deſtructive nature. We 
ſtand at an awful diſtance to contemplate the deſolat- 
ing judgments, impoſed or removed at the word of 
Moſes: but we evidently diſcover the hand of God 
in them all; and, while we tremble for our own guilti- 
ncls, we cry out, © Who is able to ſtand before this 
holy 
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holy Lord God“? How many and inconceivably 
terrible are his methods of puniſhment ! How immenſe 
the treaſures of his wrath |! 

In the preſence of the King, the rod of Moſes was 
turned into a ſełpent, which ſwallowed up the rods of 
the Magicians, who had been permitted to imitate the 
miracle by their profane arts. At the lifting up of 
the ſame rod, the famous river, which the Egyptians 
idolized, was ſuddenly converted, in its various ſtreams, 
into blood; and all the fiſh, which furniſhed a con- 
ſiderable part of their ſuſtenance, being deſtroyed, be- 
came intolerably offenſive for ſeven days together. At 
the command of Moſes, the moſt loathſome frogs filled 
all their habitations; and upon his interceſſion, they 
were removed f. When he ſpake the word, both man 
and beaſt, throughout all the kingdom, were covered 
with filthy lice ; which the Magicians, who had been 
ſuffered to proceed to a certain length with their en- 
chantments, could not effect; and then they were 
forced to confeſs, * This is the finger of God.” He 
called for ſwarms of flies, which immediately infeſted 
every houſe, and corrupted the land; while the Iſrael- 
ites in Goſhen eſcaped the plague, and thus appeared 
to be under the divine protection; and again, through 
his mediation, the Egyptians were delivered. Upon 
his denunciation, a grievous and moſt fatal murrain 
was inflicted upon the various forts of cattle, which 
deſtroyed multitudes of them throughout-all the coaſts 
of Egypt, while thoſe of the Hebrews were in ſafety |. 
Hitherto the perſons of the Egyptians had been un- 


+ Exod. viii. 1, &, I Exod. ix. 1, &c. 


touched ; 


* 1 Sam. vi. 20. 
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touched; but no ſooner had this mighty prophet ſprin- 
kled aſhes of the furnace in the air, than very fore and 
painful boils broke forth on man as well as beaſt ; and 
the Magicians themſelves were thereby not only bat-. 


fled, but obliged to retreat from his preſence. When 


he ſtretched forth his hand, a moſt tremendous and 
deſolating tempeſt aroſe : thunder and lightning, ac- 
companied with hail, in a terrible and unexampled 
manner, inſtantly conſumed all thoſe, who, regardleſs 
of the warning, continued abroad, and laid waſte the 
trees and herbage of the field ; but at his prayer the 
ſtorm abated. 

Again he called upon the proud Monarch to humble 
himſelf before Jehovah “, and, upon refuſal, he waved 
his rod and brought up an army of locuſts, which 
obſcured the whole land, and devoured the ſmall re- 
mains of the fruit upon the ground: but, upon his 
entreaty, they were all removed. He gave the ſignal, 
and the light of heaven was withdrawn from the Egyp- 
tians, who were, therefore, filled with the utmoſt con- 
ſternation for three days together; while the Hebrews, 
by a peculiar exemption, felt nothing of the formidable 
darkneſs. With aſtoniſhing intrepidity he ceaſed not 
to demand of the King the total releaſe of Iſrael, with- 
out the leaſt abatement. When this was dented, the 
Prophet threatened him with the laſt awful viſitation : 
and that very night, according to his denunciation, 
there was death in all the houſes of the Egyptians; 
the firſt-born, the hope and comfort of every family 
throughout the kingdom, being ſuddenly deſtroyed . 


* Exod, x. 1, &c. + xi. 4, &c. t xi. 29, &c. 
The 
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IT be terror and diſtreſs, occaſioned by ſuch a judg- 


ment, cannòt be deſcribed. The effect was what we 
might have expected. The haughty prince, though 
not humbled, was confounded ; and both he and his 
ſubjects were urgent upon the poor oppreſſed He- 
brews to depart from them, even before the morning 
light. 

Never have we known any one ſo honoured of God 
as Moſes was, © in all the ſigns and the wonders, 
which the Lord ſent him to do in the land of Egypr to 
Pharaoh, and to all his ſervants, and to all his land *.“ 
The Jewiſh ſhepherd triumphed over all the power 
of that warlike nation. We are ready to aſk, Is this 
the man, who not long ago betrayed ſuch a timidity 
of ſpirit, ſuch an unwillingneſs to undertake his work? 
What vigour, what boldneſs, what activity has he at 
length diſcovered! Let the praiſe be aſcribed to our 
God, who fitted him for his office ; and let us be en- 
couraged from it to expect, that, as our day is, fo ſhall 
our ſtrength be.—It may appear wonderful, that no 
violent meaſures were uſed to defeat the purpoſes of 
Moſes. Why was he not impriſoned, or put to death? 
But is it forgotten, that he was under the immediate 
protection of Heaven, and that Pharaoh himſelf was 


reſtrained from hurting him, and kept in continual 


dread of him? Moſes was the executioner of divine 
vengeance, and therefore regarded even by his ene- 
mies with reverence and fear. Yet we have obſerved 
in him no haughtineſs, no reſentment againſt thoſe, 
whom he was ſent to puniſh and to deſtroy, He could 


Deut. xxxiv. 11, 


ſay 
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ſay with Jeremiah, © I deſire not the woful day.“ For 
by his interceſſion both Pharaoh and his people were 
long ſpared, and again and again reſcued from the 
heavy judgments of God. He hath left us an example, 
« to pray for thoſe who deſpitefully uſe us; to bleſs 
and curſe not.” 

We have beheld the moſt awful deſolation in all the 
Egyptian families; but the avenging Angel paſſed over 
the houſes of the Iſraelites. They had been apprized 
of the event, and, in obedience to the command of 
God, were waiting in faith and prayer for deliverance. 
The whole congregation were required to celebrate, on 
that very night, a religious ordinance to the Lord; an 
ordinance, which became a ſtanding ſacrament in the 
Jewiſh Church, not only as a memorial of their mira- 
culous eſcape at that time, but alſo as a ſignificant type 
of the infinitely greater Redemption, which we obtain 
by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, The paſchal lamb was ſa- 
crificed in every one of their dwellings : the fleſh was 
eaten, and the blood ſprinkled on the door-poſts *. 
This was the token ; wherever the blood was diſcover- 
ed, the Angel was commiſſioned to ſpare. © By faith, 
therefore, Moſes kept the paſſover, and the ſprinkling 
of blood, leſt he that deſtroyed the firſt-born ſhould 
touch them . We rejoice, that Chriſt our paſſover 
is ſacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feaſt J.“ 
If we eat the fleſh of the Son of man, and His blood 
be ſprinkled upon our conſciences, moſt aſſuredly no 
deſtruction can come near to hurt us. Otherwiſe, we 
ſhall remain in worſe than Egyptian bondage, the ſlaves 


* Exod. xii, 1-28. + Heb. xi. 28. 1 Cor. v. 7, 8. 
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of ſin and Satan, and ſhall ſoon be cut down by the 


hand of an avenging God. 

It is remarked, that, while the Egyptians were ur- 
gent upon the Iſraelites to be gone, they enriched theſe 
poor captives with large treaſures; for, it ſeems, they 
were fo terrified, as to be willing to purchaſe their de- 
parture at any rate, Thus © the Lord brought forth 
his people with filver and gold ; anc. there was not one 
feeble perſon among their tribes “.“ © They borrowed 
(or aſked) of the Egyptians jewels of filver and jewels 
of gold, and raiment. And the Lord gave the people 
favour in the ſight of the Egyptians, ſo that they lent 
(or granted) unto them ſuch things as they required; 
and they ſpoiled the Egyptians.” This conduct of the 
Iſraelites has been much objected to, as a moſt fla- 
grant act of injuſtice. But ſome conſiderations may be 
ſuggeſted in reply. The meaſure was adopted, at the 
expreſs and repeated injunction of God himſelf F, who 
1s the great and abſolute proprietor of all; and it can 
be no injuſtice for Him, in whatever way he pleaſes, to 
take from one, and give to another. It may alſo be 


_ obſerved, that the Hebrews demanded only what was 


due to them as the wages of their moſt rigorous ſervi- 
tude for many years. Indeed it appeared, that they were 
not more forward to aſk, than the Egyptians to be- 
ſtow, who, like a conquered enemy, readily parted with 
all their ſpoil, in order to preſerve life. Thus the 
Lord made the triumph of his people complete, fur- 
niſhed them for their journey, and provided them with 
a ſufficiency for all the neceſſary ſervices of his ſanctu- 


* Pal. cv. 37. + Exod. iii. 21, 22. xi. 2. Xii. 36» 
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ary. Their conduct, then, can be no precedent to 


us, unleſs we can ſhew the ſame commiſſion, as that 


under which they acted. 

Thus equipped, they ſet out upon their wonderful 
expedition towards Canaan, under Moſes as their leader 
and commander, who brought them out of Egypt with 
a high hand. The Lord himſelf effected their deliver- 
ance, in remembrance of his Covenant, and in com- 
pletion of the promiſe He had made to Abraham *, 
exactly at the very time foretold, four hundred and 
thirty years from the firſt call of that Patriarch . 
What an aſtoniſhing diſpenſation was this! It was an 
event ſo ſingular, that there exiſts not a parallel in 
all the annals of the world f. Six hundred thouſand 
men, beſides women and children, with a mixed mul- 
titude (probably, of Egyptians, who from various 
motives might attend them), in all, perhaps, three mil- 
lions of perſons, were conducted forth from the midſt 
of another nation, without any means of force, under 
the immediate guidance and viſible protection of Hea- 
ven. We need not wonder, that an interpoſition ſo 
extraordinary ſhould be continually adverted to by all 
the ſacred writers, and celebrated with expreſſions of 
their warmeſt praiſe. We look above Moſes, and per- 
ceive the exertion of an Almighty power, of which he 
was only the feeble inſtrument. Jehovah himſelf 
marched, as it were, at the head of this numerous 
army, to the amazement of the ſurrounding countries, 
and to the confuſion of all their adverſaries. * The 
Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, 


* Gen. xv. 13, 14. + Exod. xii. 41. Deut. iv. 32. 
CC 2 to 
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to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, 


to give them light; to go by day and night “.“ 

The Iſraelites were directed in their movement, but 
not by the ſhorteſt road to Canaan; and, though they 
were favoured with conſtant tokens of the Lord's pre- 
ſence, their trials were not ended, their victory did not 
appear to be decided. Pharaoh, that perverſe and 
hardened prince, whoſe terrors had after a while abated, 
repented of his conceſſions to Iſrael, and, before they 
were out of his dominions, made one deſperate effort to 
ſubdue or to deſtroy them f. He purſued them yith 
all the military force of Egypt, and overtook chem 
by the Red fea, in ſuch a ſituation as ſeemed to en- 
ſure to him the entire conqueſt. On both ſides, it is 
ſuppoſed, were high and impervious mountains, be- 
fore them the deep waters, and behind them a nu- 
merous and well diſciplined army. Flight was impoſ- 
ſible, and reſiſtance, in them who were in every re- 
ſpect unfitted for war, would have been madneſs; fo 


that, without the ſignal interpoſition of God, they had 


nothing to expect but immediate deſtruction from an 
enraged enemy. 

What, then, was their conduct under theſe perilous 
circumſtances? The whole body of the Iſraelites were 
alarmed and terrified. Some cried unto the Lord, but 
not, we apprehend, with the prayer of faith; whilſt 
others were ready to vent their fury upon Moſes, as if 
He had been the author of all their affliction. They 
ſaid unto him, © Becauſe there were no graves in 
Egypt, haſt thou taken us away to die in the wilder- 


* Exod. xiii. 21, + xiv. 5, &c. 
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neſs?” This language was as fooliſh, as it was ſinful, 
What was Moſes, that they ſhould murmur againſt 
Him? Had he not acted, throughout, by the di- 
vine direction, and, equally with themſelves, hazarded 
every thing that was dear? Had they forgotten what 
mighty and wonderful works the Lord God had 
wrought, to reſcue them from their bondage ? Or, why 
ſhould they then diſtruſt his care? Nay, had they not 


before thera the viſible tokens of his preſence, the pil- 


lar and the cloud? Alas! we perceive in them a pic- 
ture of ourſelves. How ſoon do we loſe the re- 
membrance of paſt deliverances! Every freſh danger 
awakens our fears, as if we had known nothing of the 
goodneſs of the Lord: and, when unbelief prevails, we 
are blind to the moſt obvious proofs, that He ſtands 
ready to fave us. 

Moſes was not carried away by the FE devout 
ency. The influence of a ſtrong faith was never more 
manifeſt, or exhibited with greater advantage, than 


upon this occaſion, The magnanimity, intrepidity, 


compoſure, and meekneſs of Moſes were truly won- 
derful, Whilſt the general voice of that immenſe 
multitude was againſt him, he remained undaunted, 
and firm as the rock againſt the daſhing of the waves. 
Though it appeared impoſſible, that help ſhould be 
obtained from any creature, he was confident that the 
Lord God would not forſake them ; and he encouraged 
them to wait in cheerful expectation of His interpoſi- 
tion, whilſt yet they could not ſee in what manner it 
would be effected.“ Fear ye not (ſaid he), ſtand 
ſtill, and ſee the ſalvation of the Lord, which he will 

8 ſhew 
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ſhew you to-day : for the Egyptians, whom ye have 
ſeen to-day, ye ſhall ſee them again no more for ever. 
The Lord ſhall fight for you, and ye ſhall hold your 
peace.“ This was ſuch an inſtance of real fortitude, 
as is ſcarcely to be paralleled. May we learn from it, 
in every time of danger, to ſtay ourſelves upon the 
Lord; and thus, whatever enemies may threaten, we 
« ſhall dwell ſafely, and ſhall be quiet from fear of 
evil.” | 

The man of God was not difappointed of his hope. 
While he was inſtant in prayer, effectual relief was 
obtained. * And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Where- 


fore crieſt thou unto me? Speak unto the children of 


Iſrael, that they go forward.” Alas! what have we 
to do, to preſcribe unto God, when and how he ſhall 
fave us? Let us leave to him the means. of our pre- 
ſervation, and, attending only to the line of our duty, 
let us © go forward” in his ways. 

The appointed fignal was given by the Prophet: the 
rod was ſtretched out over the waters, which were im- 
mediately divided; and the Lord God himſelf led 


his people through the deep, as on dry land. The 


Egyptians ftill purſued them, through a fatal per- 
verſeneſs, and moſt deſperate hardneſs of heart. I hey 
were, however, ſeparated from the Ifraclites by the 
miraculous pillar, which was a cloud of terrible dark- 
neſs to the former, but to the latter a light of fire to 
guide and encourage them. When thoſe preſumptuous 
finners had proceeded into the midſt of the ſea, they 
were alarmed and confounded by ſome unaccountable 
viſions or impreſſions, ſo that they could not proſecute 

their 
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their march. Convinced at length that the Lord 
fought for Iſrael, they began to think of retreating ; 
but they had filled up the meaſure of their iniquities, 
and the hand of juſtice was ready to ſeize upon them. 

As ſoon, then, as the Iſraelites were ſafely landed upon 
the oppoſite ſhore, Moſes was inſtructed again to ſtretch 
forth his rod, and immediately the waters, which had 
been a wall of defence to them, buried their enemies, 


even Pharaoh, and all the ſtrength of Egypt, in the 


deep. | 

Infidelity, which is ever ſtudying to limit Omnipo- 
tence, will preſumptuouſly aſk, © How can theſe things 
be?“ We pretend not to ſolve the difficulties, which 


may be raiſed by the ignorance or the pride of man. 


It is enough to ſay, that the power of God is ſufficient 
to account for this moſt ſingular event. We believe 
it, becauſe He has declared it; nor do we attempt to 
explain it, but by the miraculous interpoſition of Je- 
hovah. | 

Let the Lord alone, then, be exalted! © He doeth 
great things and unſearchable; marvellous things with- 
out number *,” Oh, that men would praiſe Him 
for his goodneſs, and for his wonderful works to the 
children of men 1 Well might all the hoſts of Iſrael 


break forth into the loudeſt acclamations, and thus ex- 


preſs their gratitude; © I will ſing unto the Lord, for 
He hath triumphed gloriouſly ; the horſe and his rider 
hath He thrown into the ſea.” But the hiſtory be- 
fore us concerns not the Iſraelites alone: it was written 
for our admonition. It ſtands as a monument of the 


* Job v. g. + Pſal. cvii. 8. 2 Exod. xv. 1, &c. 
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Lord's power, juſtice, faithfulneſs, and love; that his 
Church in every age may confide in Him, and not 
fear the proudeſt, or the moſt potent of their adver- 
ſaries. His arm ſhall protect them, and ſubdue all 
their enemies under their feet. The Lord Jehovah 
ſays to every one, who 1s willing to depend on Him, 
« When thou paſſeſt through the waters, I will be with 


thee ; and through the rivers, they ſhall not overflow A 
thee *,” Be not faithleſs, then, but believing. He 
qi; may permit you to be tempted, and driven, as you 
. may apprehend, to the laſt extremity: but be not diſ- 
9 mayed: „ ſtand ſtill, and ſee the ſalvation of God.“ 
s He will © with the temptation make a way for you to 
2 | eſcape,” though no way ſeems poſſible to you. There- 
| 1 fore © hope to the end.“ 
1} But let not ſinners preſume. 'The Lord is patient 
FT and long-ſuffering, even towards thoſe who hate him, 
J as he was towards Pharaoh and the Egyptians: but his tie 
we arm of Juſtice is ſtretched out, and it will ſtrike at the 00 
5 laſt. Deliverance is propoſed, reconciliation is ob- ve 
ity tained by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : but © How ſhall we ex 
| © eſcape, if we neglect ſo great falvation ?” . O let us not th 
ia | provoke his anger, but ſupplicate his grace; for terri- b 
id ble indeed is the deſtruction, which awaits the ungodly. al 
4 May we be found among the true Iſrael, who are 
f reſcued from bondage, and who follow the ſtandard of pa 
oy their glotious Captain; for he leads them forth againſt rat 
to all their enemies, © conquering and to conquer!“ th 
* Iſa, xii, 2. 15 
1 | ye 
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SECT g. 

Moſes, eminent for meekneſs—fitted for bis office==con= 
dufted the people-—unmoved by their murmurings— 
ſinote the rock—overcame the Amalekites—vifited by 
Fethro—relieved by affifkants—received the law from 
Sinat—prayed for the people, who bad committed ido- 
latry—again admitted to an mterview with God upon 
the mount——came down with a Or 11 and 
veiled bis face. | 


Tas fiend ſcripture, which * is given by inſpira« 
tion of God, is profitable, as for other purpoſes, ſo 
« for inſtruction in righteouſneſs.” Precepts are deli- 
vered, and examples of obedience to thoſe precepts are 
exhibited, © that the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly furniſhed unto all good works.” While we 
behold, then, the excellency of the faint, we obſerve 
what we are required to be. 

Perhaps we ſhall not meet with a more eminent 
pattern of holineſs, in the old teſtament, than the cha- 
racter we are conſidering. Though we readily admit, 
that the piety even of Moſes was defective, and that at 
times he betrayed ſome remains of a corrupt nature, 
yet who does not admire, who is not excited to imi- 
fate, his contempt of the world, his firm confidence 

p * 
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in the divine promiſe, his ardent zeal, his bold exer- 
tions, his unwearied activity in the ſervice of God? 
In theſe and other reſpects we may perceive a pecu- 
liar worth and beauty in the life of the Jewiſh law- 
giver; but we are taught to fix our attention on one 
amiable diſpoſition, for which he was moſt conſpicu- 
ous. © The man Moſes was very meek, above all the 
men which were upon the face of the earth *.” And 
of what unſpeakable value and importance is this tem- 
per of mind! Let all proper deference be paid to other 
excellences, which tend to conſtitute the character of a 
ſaint, but an eſpecial regard is due to gentleneſs and 
humility, For, not to obſerve that various benefits 
will thence be derived to ſociety and to the Church of 
God, as well as comfort to the poſiefior, © the orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet ſpirit is, in the ſight of 
God, of great price f.“ 

There are certain circumſtances, in which this grace 
will appear with ſingular advantage. Lovely as it is in 
all ranks and ſituations of life, we praiſe and eſteem it 
moſt, in thoſe who are molt exalted in the world. For 
power and dignity have a tendency to cheriſh pride, 
and a ſupercilious contempt of others. When all 
things, indeed, ſucceed to our wiſhes, when every one 
js diſpoſed to treat us with kindneſs and reſpect, it does 
not ſeem any high attainment, ,merely to be preſerved 
from a warmth and vehemence of temper, But to 
labour under unmerited reproaches, to meet with re- 
peated inſults and injuries, from thoſe who are ſubject 
to our authority, and whom gratitude for innumerable 


Num. xii. 3. + 1 Pet. iii, 4. . 
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fayours ſhould bind to our intereſt ;—theſe are trials, 
which will diſcover the diſpoſition of our minds. In 
ſuch circumſtances to be calm and undiſturbed, and 
ſtill to purſue the ſame benevolent purpoſes towards 
thoſe from whom we ſuffer; this conduct is rare, is 
difficult, and, wherever it is perceived, it demands and 
even extorts our eſteem. This is that grace of the 
Spirit, for which Moſes is ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed. 
And, conſidering how elevated was his rank, how 


much he was honoured of God, and yet how various 


and undeſerved were the provocations he received from 
thoſe, who owed every thing to him, we ſhall confeſs 
that he was indeed © very meek, above all the men 
which were upon the face of the earth.” | 

We do not fill up fo exalted a ſtation as Moſes, 
we poſſeſs not his abilities, we do not meet with ſuch 
abuſive and injurious treatment as he did; but in our 
dealings with each other, and in our domeſtic concerns, 
many caſes will occur, which will draw forth what is in 
our hearts, and will ſhew whether we are in any mea- 
ſure living under the influence of the ſame principle, and 
treading in the ſteps of Moſes. Whatever be the office 
or relation in which we ſtand, if we are © the elect of 
God, holy and beloved,” we are called to © put on 
bowels of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, 
meekneſs, long-ſuffering “. | 

To return to the hiſtory of Moſes :—We left him by 
the ſhore of the Red ſea, ſurrounded by all the thou- 
ſands of Iſrael, celebrating the Lord God in a triumph- 
ant ſong for their ſingular deliverance, and for the total 


® Col. iii. 12. 
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defeat of Pharaoh and his proud hoſt, And now we 
prepare to accompany .the Leader of this amazing 
multitude, in his march toward the land of promiſe, 
One cannot help pauſing in admiration of that very 
wonderful character and employment which he ſuſtain. 
ed. He went out of Egypt, at the head of ſuch an 


army as cannot be paralleled, rude and undiſciplined 


indeed, but numerous as the ftars of heaven. Above 
ſix hundred thouſand men, who were of the military 
age, followed him; and if to theſe be added the old 
and the young, the women, and the mixed company, 
it will appear probable that the whole body might con- 
ſiſt of three millions. All theſe he had taken and 
conducted out of the midſt of another nation, who were 


determined to oppoſe their departure. But with no 


other weapons, than the rod of God in his hand, he 
had led them out like a mighty conqueror, while their 
enemies were utterly confounded, and ſurrounding 
kingdoms were held in aſtoniſhment. 

Reſcued, then, from the houſe of bondage, what had 
they to fear? What ſhould hinder them from entering 
immediately into the poſſeſſion of Canaan, from which, 
it ſhould ſcem, they were diſtant a journey but of a 


few days? Alas! much remained to be done: the ſuc- 


ceeding difficulties of Moſcs were far greater than any 
he had before experienced. The Iſraelites, unfit for 
war, were gradually to be brought into a ſtate of diſ- 
cipline, and whereas they had before that time no laws 
or government of their own, they were then to be 
formed into a church and nation, and both their eccle- 
flaſtical and civil policy were to be ſettled. To ac- 

compliſh 
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compliſh this, they were not conducted directly to 
Canaan, but continued in the wilderneſs for ſo long a 
{pace as forty years; during which period, the care and 
management of that immenſe company were intruſted 
to Moſes. ra: 
But “ who is ſufficient for theſe things?“ What 
ſtrength or wiſdom of man ſhall be competent to ſuch 
an arduous undertaking? We acknowledge that the 
hand of God was diſplayed throughout the whole hiſ- 
tory ; for it exhibits an almoſt uninterrupted ſeries of 
miracles. How ſhould that numerous hoſt be ſup- 
ported in an uncultivated deſert, but by ſupplies from 
heaven? How could that rough and rebellious people 
be kept in ſubjection, but by the divine power? 
Moſes, therefore, appeared as God's miniſter, and not 
as a mere human governor. With God he main- 
tained familiar converſe, received all his directions 


from Him, conſulted Him upon every caſe of difi- 


culty, and, by an immediate commiſſion from Him, 
wrought ſions and wonders in every tage of their 
Journey, 
Poſſeſſed of ſuch uncommon abilities, and diſtin- 

guiſhed by ſuch peculiar honours, we might have ſup- 
poſed he would have been proud, imperious, and op- 
preſſive, But he was juſt the reverſe. We might 
have apprehended, that all the Iſraelites, ſtruck with 
reverence and awe, would have held his perſon and his 
commands in the higheſt deference and efteem. This, 
indeed, they were compelled to do upon ſome ſolemn 
occaſions, when the Lord God interpoſed, and de- 
manded their ſubmiſſion to. him at their peril, Bur, 

as 
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as we proceed with the narration, we ſhall find him 
loaded with the baſeſt reproaches, and oppoſed with 
great bitterneſs ; in the midſt of all which he continued 
to exerciſe an aſtoniſhing degree of meekneſs and for- 
bearance towards them. 

It would carry us beyond our proper limits, and be 
foreign to our deſign, to dwell on every minute cir- 
cumſtance, which is recorded concerning the pilgrim- 
age of the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs. We ſhall not, 
therefore, go farther into their hiſtory, than as it may 
ſerve to diſplay the character of Moſes. Their ingra- 
titude, ſtubbornneſs, diſcontent, incredulity, and re- 
bellion, add a luſtre to his gentleneſs and patience. In 
the former we ſee a picture of human nature exhibit- 
ed, from the view of which we ſhould take ſhame to 
ourſelves, remembering what has been our treatment 
of the ever- bleſſed God. In the latter we perceive 
the powerful influence of divine grace: and from this 
amiable pattern we turn our eyes to one greater than 
Moſes, the Leader and Commander of all the ſpiritual 
Iſrael, whom He has redeemed from bondage, and 1s 
conducting to the heavenly inheritance, If we won- 
der at the meekneſs of the Jewiſh Captain, what ſhall 
we fay to that of Jeſus, who bears with all our per- 
verſe tempers, and is not provoked to withdraw his fa- 
vour from us ? | 
Years before Under the guidance of the pillar and the 
Chriſt, 1491. cloud, the Hebrews advanced from the ſhore 
of the Red ſea three days journey into the wilderneſs, 
when they began to feel the difficulties of their wan- 
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dering ſtate, © They found no water “.“ But ar 
their next ſtage, their diſtreſs was increaſed. . They 
could not drink of the waters of Marah ; for they were 
bitter: and the people murmured againſt Moſes, ſay- 
ing, What ſhall we drink ?” This was moſt ſtrange 
and inconſiſtent behaviour indeed. What had Moſes 
done, that he ſhould be blamed ? Was he the cauſe of 
their calamity? Or why did they look unto him, as if 
he had been God, and could inſtantly have given them 
the ſupplies they wanted ? Painful however as theſe 


- unjuſt complaints were to him, he made no reply, but 


taughr them by his example what was the only proper 
expedient for them all ; © he cried unto the Lord,” and 
obtained deliverance, The Lord ſhewed him a tree, 
which, being caſt into the waters, rendered them ſweet, 
Not many weeks afterwards, when they came to the 
deſert of Sin, and their bread failed, the whole con- 
gregation diſcovered the ſame diſcontented ſpirit, and, 
as if they had forgotten all that God had done, and 


could not believe that He would help them out of 


their preſent difficulty, they haſtily concluded their caſe 
was deſperate, and lamented that they had left their 
ſervitude in Egypt f. Yet afraid to arraign the conduct 
of God himſelf, they inſtantly charged his immediate 
inſtruments with having plotted the ſcheme on purpoſe 
to deſtroy them: © Ye have brought us forth into this 
wilderneſs, to kill this whole aſſembly with hunger.” 
Theſe inſulting reproaches were caſt upon Moſes and 
Aaron, not by a few ſeditious perſons, but by all that 
immenſe multitude together, To filence their com- 


* Exod. xv. 22. + Exod. xvi. 1, &c. ; 
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plaints the Lord God himſelf appeared, and promiſed 
to ſupply them to the full by ſending them manna and 
quails from Heaven, to feed them day by day. And 
now mark the behaviour of Moſes on the occaſion. 
He ſtood undaunted by all their bitter ſpeeches, and 
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_ boldly, yet with much ſerenity, reproved them for 


their contempt of God. More anxious to vindicate 
the divine honour than his own character, he replied, 
« What are we? Your murmurings are not againſt 
us, but againſt the Lord.” 

It was not long before they were brought into a like | 
difficulty, and were juſt as impatient, unbelieving, and 
rebellious, as in the former inſtances, They came to 
Rephidim, © and there was no water for the people to 
drink *.” In this neceſſity, as if they had learnt no- 


thing by their paft experience, they roſe with great 


violence againſt Moſes, demanded from him immediate 
relief, and again imputed to him a deſign to kill them, 
their children, and their cattle. Diſtreſſed by their un- 
Juſt and malevolent charges, he betook himſelf to God 
in prayer. And whither elſe ſhould We fly for refuge 
in every time of trouble? There alone, are ſupport 
and comfort to be found. He cried unto the Lord, 
ſaying, What ſhall I do unto this people? They be 
almoſt ready to ſtone me.” A moſt favourable anſwer 
was given to his requeſt - deliverance was granted, and 
an honour conferred upon the much injured ſervant of 
God, even in the preſence of his accuſers. By the di- 
vine direction he ſmote the rock of Horeb with his 
potent rod, while the elders of Iſrael ſtood by; and 


* Exod. xvil. 1, &c. 
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inſtantly the water guſhed out in plenteous ſtreams, and 
continued to flow for the full ſupply of this numerous 
hoſt, during their long pilgrimage. 

Thoſe who are moſt active and unwearied in their 
exertions for the advancement of true religion, and for 
the beſt intereſts of their fellow-creatures, ought not 
to be ſurpriſed or diſcouraged, if their © good be evil 
ſpoken of,” if their benevolent endeavours be miſte- 
preſented and traduced by the very perſons, for whoſe 
benefit they are labouring. This is to be expected 


from the perverſeneſs of human nature: but, though 


every friend forſake them, let them learn © in patience 
to poſſeſs their ſouls, and cheerfully commit their cauſe 
« to Him that judgeth righteouſly.“ 

Freſh dangers aroſe. The Amalekites, a warlike 
people, came againſt them, and Iſrael, for the firſt 
time, were girded for the battle. Joſhua led forth the 
armed band; whilſt Moſes, not leſs active or leſs uſe- 
ful, ſtood upon a mount, with his rod lifted up for their 
encouragement, and his hands ſtretched out in fervent 
prayer for their ſucceſs, The very man, whom they 
had reproached, and accuſed of a deſign to murder 
them, appeared as their advocate before God, nor 
ceaſed from his moſt importunate interceſſions for them, 
though wearied and exhauſted, till he had prevailed, and 
the victory was obtained. What an inſtance of exalted 
piety is this! As if all remembrance of the repeated 
provocations he had received from them were oblite- 
rated, he ſought nothing more earneſtly than their ſalva- 
tion. His conduct ſhould teach us, to forget all our 
injuries, © to love our enemies, to bleſs them that curſe 
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Iſraelites, by the guidance of Heaven, were conducted 
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us,” and, in oppoſition to all their unkindneſs, to la- 
bour inceſſantly for their good. —Nor let true religion 
be thought an uſeleſs thing to the ſtate. Many may be 
unfit, for ſerving their country in the field, who may 
yet promote its advantage in their cloſets, and by their 
influence at the throne of grace may be the ſtrongeſt 
bulwark of the land. Had we more perſons among us 
endued with the pious fervour of Moſes, to hold up 
their hands to God on behalf of the nation, we ſhould 
have leſs reaſon to fear the moſt formidable adverſa- 
TICS. | 

The praiſe of the conqueſt, thus gained by prayer, 
was devoutly aſcribed to God, and an altar, comme- 
morative of the event, was reared, and inſcribed to 
Jenovan-Nniss!, © The Lord my Banner.—Tt is this 
God, who had helped us againſt the affaults of our 
enemies, and fought our battles for us. Let not the 
great deliverances, He has wrought for us, be over- 
looked, but the glory be given to his name. - Theſe 
alſo ſhould be conſidered as a favourable token in time 
to come; and therefore, if freſh attacks are made upon 
us, we ſhould not heſitate to go forth under Txt 


' Lord ouk BANNER. 


In the ſame amiable light the man of God appears 
in the next tranſaction, where he is deſcribed as at- 
tending to his own domeſtic concerns. It is no dil- 
credit to the abilities of the moſt accompliſhed ſtateſ- 
man, nor any reflection upon the piety of the mot 
eminent faint, that he is free of acceſs to all, and ne- 
glects not the neceſſary avocations of private life. The 


into 
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into the neighbourhood of that very land, where Moſes 
had ſpent forty years in the humble ſtation of a ſhep- 
herd. The report of all the wonders, which had 
been wrought in Egypt for the deliverance of Iſrael, 
had reached Midian, and gladdened the heart of Jethro, 
who went out, therefore, with joy to congratulate his 
honoured ſon-in-law ®. The family of Moſes, his wife 
and two children, had been ſent thither for protection, 
during his unſettled and dangerous condition, while he 
had to contend with Pharaoh, But upon this occaſion 
they were brought, under the care of Jethro, to the 
camp of Iſracl, and received again to the ſociety of the 
affectionate huſband and the pious father, The inter- 
view between Moſes and Jethro pleaſes and inſtructs us. 
We perceive in them both, not only the tender feelings 
of friendſhip, but fervent gratitude and love to God, 
while the late aſtoniſhing diſplay of the divine power 
and goodneſs, in behalf of Iſrael, was the delightful 
ſubject of their converſation. This was more than a 
common ſocial meeting: they joined together in wor- 
ſhip, to teſtify their devout acknowledgment of what 
God had done: the prieſt of Midian, according to his 
office, preſented ſacrifices to the Lord, and all the 
Jewiſh elders partook with them of their entertain- 
ment, or rather of their religious ſervice. How rare 
is ſuch intercourſe as this! And yet only thoſe viſits 
in which God is honoured, yield any true. ſatisfaction 
or advantage. | 5 

Moſes neglected not his domeſtic affairs; but other 
concerns ſoon required his attention. Nor ſhould 


* Exod. xviii. 1, &c. 
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thoſe perſons, who fill a public ſtation, conſider their 
time as entirely at their -own diſpoſal, Various rela- 
tions have a claim upon them; and, though one duty 
be diſcharged, another is not thereby fuperſeded. 

Moſes was called to preſide as the chief magiſtrate 
or judge in all the controverſies among the people. 
The employment, which was laborious, left him but 
little leiſure, and ſeemed likely to wear away his 
ſtrength. By the prudent advice, therefore, of Jethro, 
aſſiſtants were appointed for him in his work, and none 
but the more difficult cauſes were reſerved for his de- 
termination,—There are thoſe, perhaps, in our own 
days, who, with a zeal like that of Moſes, would 
« yery gladly fpend and be ſpent” in the ſervice of 
God and his Church; and it would ill become us to 
damp their ardour. But let them hearken to the wile 
counſel of Jethro, which the Jewiſh leader did not 
diſdain to follow: and, even with a view to their 
greater uſefulneſs, let them maintain a neceſſary regard 
to their own health. 

We haſten to a more important tranſaction, to the 
exhibition of a ſcene the moſt awful and tremendous, 
that had ever been difplayed upon the earth. Moſes, 
having taken leave of his father-in-law, was called up 
ro meet the Lord himſelf upon mount Sinai, where 
he appeared as the Mediator between God and the 
people; an illuſtrious type of Him, who has declared 
the divine will unto us, and is gone into heaven, as our 
_ repreſentative, to ſpeak in our behalf, and to order our 
concerns for us. 


$ : The 


The Iiraclites had come out of Egypt as a company 
of undiſciplined ſlaves, and were not yet formed into 
any regular ſociety. To curb their licentious ſpirit, 
and to render them a powerful and proſperous nation, 
it was indiſpenſably requiſite that ſome mode of go- 
vernment ſhould be eſtabliſhed among them, and laws 
enacted for the regulation of their conduct. But who 
could undertake the arduous taſk? We ſay not that 
the abilities of Moſes were incompetent for the pur- 
pole, But, whatever his talents were, he was not in- 
fluenced by the'ambitious views of human politicians, 
nor did he ſeek any honour or authority for himſelf, 
He acted, throughout the whole buſineſs, only as the 
agent of God, from whom he received his directions, 
and who reſerved in his own hands the ſettlement of all 
their affairs. For it was the divine counſel to ſeparate 
this people from all others, and to diſtinguiſh them 
by ſuch appointments and ordinances, as no legiſlator 
among men would or could have contrived. 

When, therefore, they came to Sinai, a ſolemn pauſe 
was made for a whole year; and the mount, by which 
they encamped, was rendered moſt memorable by the 
viſions and revelations of the Lord“. Moſes was 
ſummoned ; and by him a meſſage was ſent to the 
Iſraelites, requiring them to enter into a compact with 
Jehovah. It was propoſed, on the part of God, that 
He would be their chief Magiſtrate, their Lawgiver, 


and their King; and from them was exacted a pro- 


miſe of unfeigned ſubjection and obedience. Under 


* Exod. xix. i, &c. 
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this peculiar covenant they were to be incorporated as 


a nation; and it was ſtipulated, that, while they conti. 


nued faithful to the engagement, the Lord would ſecure 
to them the poſſeſſion of Canaan, and favour them 
with abundant privileges and proſperity. The nature 
of the divine adminiſtration was to be further opened 
to them by the promulgation of thoſe ſtatutes, to which 
their ſubmiſſion was expected. But that the commandꝭ 
of ſuch a Legiſlator might not be ſlighted, every cir- 
cumſtance in the delivery of the law was ſo ordered, 
as to leave upon their minds an awful impreſſion of 
the majeſty, the purity, and the juſtice of their ſu- 
preme and Almighty Governor. It was alſo intended 


throughout this amazing tranſaction, to put a diſtin- 
guiſhed honour upon Moſes, as God's immediate miniſ- 


ter, that they might never afterwards queſtion his au- 
thority, or reject his precepts. 

For this grand diſplay of the glory of their Sove- 
reign, and for the ratification of the covenant between 
the righteous God and his polluted creatures, prepara- 
tions were made three days before. When the ap- 
pointed time was come, the Lord God gave the ſum- 
mons, and cited them, as it were, to his tribunal, 
© There were thunders and lightnings and a thick 
cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet 
exceeding loud; ſo that all the people that was in the 
camp trembled. And Moſes brought forth the people 
out of the camp to meet with God, and they ſtood at 
the nether part of the mount. And mount Sinai was 
altogether on a ſmoke, becauſe the Lord deſcended 


ypon it in fire: and the ſmoke thereof aſcended as the 
ſmoke 


the 
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ſmoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked 
greatly. And when the voice of the trumpet ſounded 
long, and waxed louder and louder, Moſes ſpake, and 
God anſwered him by a voice.“ 

Well indeed may we cry out, © Who is able to 
ſtand before this holy Lord God?“ Even Moſes faid, 
« ] exceedingly fear and quake *.” But we are warned 
of a ſtill more tremendous diſplay of the glorious ma- 
jeſty of our God; when not Sinai only, but the whole 
earth ſhall be on fire, and when alſo not the Jewiſh 
nation alone, but the univerſal race of mankind ſhall 
be aſſembled before him. But © who may abide the 
day of his coming ?” For © he ſhall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty Angels, in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey 
not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt f.“ 

Vet while the people were kept at a profound diſ- 
tance, . and forbidden to gaze, or to ſpeculate with idle 
curioſity upon the auguſt appearance, Moſes was ad- 
mitted to a nearer view, we had almoſt faid, to a fa- 
miliar intercourſe with the Deity. And herein he 
prefigured the Saviour aſcending up on high, and ap- 
proaching unto God for us. Thoſe allo, who are 
reconciled to God, may, notwithſtanding the tremen- 
dous denunciations of his wrath, look up with joy, and 
have acceſs into his preſence with a holy boldneſs. 

In the audience, then, of the whole congregation, 
the Lord God ſpake, and with a mighty voice pro- 
claimed his own law . They ſaw not any ſimilitude, 


* Heb. xii, 21, + 2 Theſſ. i, 7,8. 1 Exod. xx. 1, &c. 
Dd 4 but. 
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but they heard diſtinctly the words which he uttered, 
while he publiſhed the ten commandments, prohibit- 
ing every unholy thought and temper, and requiring 
the continual exerciſe of every good principle and 
affection. Precepts ſo extenſive and ſo ſpiritual, and 


delivered with ſuch circumſtances of terror, which de- 


noted the awful conſequences of tranſgreſſion, could 
not but alarm them. © They removed and ſtood afar 
off;” under an apprehenſion, doubtleſs, of their guilt 
and danger. They felt their need of a mediator, and 
requeſted Moſes to ſuſtain this office for them.—And 
will not a knowledge of what God is, and of that 
obedience which He demands, make us alſo tremble 
for ourſelves, and cry unto him, who is our Advocate 
on-Eigh, to undertake for us? Every moral injunction, 
laid upon the Jews, is equally binding upon us; nor 
do we underſtand the nature, worth, and excellency of 
the Goſpel Salvation, unleſs our fears have been awa+ 
kened by. the denunciations of mount Sinai. 

« Moſes drew near unto the thick darkneſs, where 
God was,” and there received from Him more par- 
ticular directions for the government of the people “. 
To all the terms of this their national covenant they 
teſtified their full conſent, and the compact was rati- 
fied between the parties, by the offering of ſacrifices, 
and the ſprinkling of blood f. A more clear and glo- 
rious diſplay of the divine majeſty was then vouchſafed 
to Moſes and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and ſeventy 
of the elders of Iſrael, who ſaw ſome wonderful re- 


* Exod. xxi—xxiii. F XXIV. 3, &c. 
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preſentation of God (which might be intended to de- 
note the incarnation of the Redeemer) and did eat 
and drink in his preſence. But Moſes alone aſcended 
to the ſummit of the mountain, into the very cloud, 
which, like devouring fire, coyered the hill; and he was 
there in private conference with the Lord God Al- 
mighty, forty days and forty nights, There he ſub- 
ſiſted without any bodily nouriſhment ; while he was 
inſtructed in what manner their civil affairs ſhould be 
regulated, and the facred ſervice, in all the different 
ordinances, conducted . At the cloſe of the inter- 
view, the precepts of the moral law were delivered to 
him, written by the finger of God upon two tables of 
ſtone ; which was a. token of their peculiar excellency, 
and was deſigned to be a ſtanding proof to the people, 
that they were under the immediate government of 
Heaven. | | 

Do we look with envy at the honour beſtowed upon 
Moſes, becauſe he was admitted to ſuch familiar com- 
munications with the Godhead ? But, through faith in 
our atoning ſacrifice, we hope for a greater honour 
than this holy man ever enjoyed upon earth, © Be- 
loved, now are we the ſons of God, and it doth not 
yet appear what we ſhall be: but we know that when 
he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him; for we ſhall ſee 
him as he is f.“ 5e Now we ſee through a glaſs darkly; 
but then face to face .“ Nor will this beatific viſion 
of God be interrupted, like that of Moſes on the 
mount. It will continue with equal, if not with in- 


#* Exod, xxv—xxxi, + 1 John iii. 2. f 1 Cor. xii. 12. 
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creaſing, brightneſs and joy, not for a few Og only, 
but through a boundleſs eternity. 

The divine legation of the prophet had been con- 
firmed with abundant evidence; but ſtill the mur- 
murings of the people were not ſilenced. While he 
was yet in the mount with God, they rejected his 
authority and ſought another leader. Up (faid 
they), make us gods, which ſhall go before us; for 


as for this Moſes, we wot not what is become of 
him *.“ This was an inſtance of moſt inſolent con- , 
tempt towards Jehovah himſelf, as well as towards ( 
Moſes. The Lord, therefore, in righteous indignation 1 
propoſed to deſtroy them immediately. But the hands . 
of Omnipotence are ſtayed by the prayers of a holy 1 
man: and accordingly He requeſted of his faithful n 
ſervant, who was interceding for them, that He might 1 
be permitted to execute his fierce anger upon them: ye 
ce Let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot againſt 55 
them, and that I may conſume them: and I will make 4 
of thee a great nation,” Had Moſes, then, cheriſhed 4 
any revengeful ſpirit for their injurious treatment of _ 
him ; or had he entertained any ambitious deſigns for FS 
himſelf; he would readily have acceded to the ſcheme, 4 


and rejoiced in it as the wiſh of his heart. But, actuated 
by that love, which © is not eaſily provoked, and 
which ſeeketh not her own,” he poured out his foul in 


moſt importunate petitions for them, intreating God, 
for the glory of His name, and by all the promiſes 


his favour from them. What will not prayer effect? 


* Exod. xxxli. I, & e. 


The 


* 


The people were ſpared at the mediation of the very 
man, whom they had thruſt from them. 

But the painful taſk of reproving and puniſhing 
them remained for him; and for this purpoſe his 
communications with God upon the mount, con- 
cerning the eſtabliſnment of their government, were 
a while interrupted. He was ſent down to take eog- 
nizance of their ſin: though he had appeared before 
God as their interceſſor, he was commiſſioned to call 
them to account, as their judge, © the Miniſter of 
God, a revenger to execute wrath upon the evil doer.“ 
He ſaw their idolatry with a mixture of grief and 
indignation, and diſcovered 'a warmth of temper, 
which might ſeem to exceed the proper bounds.” It 
feldom happens, indeed, that a corrupt nature does 
not infuſe a degree of bitterneſs into the pureſt zeal; 


yet we dare not cenſure his conduct on this occaſion, 


but conſider him as acting by God's direction, and 
not by the impulſe of paſſion or revenge. It was the 
divine glory, and not his own private intereſt, for 
which he was concerned, and the ſteps, which he 
took, were evidently deſigned to expreſs the ſtrongeſt 
deteſtation of their offence, and to convince them of 
its awful conſequences. | 

The two tables, on which the moral law was 
engraved by the finger of God, and which were a 
token of the covenant between Him and the people, 
Moſes caſt upon the ground and brake before their 
eyes; as an intimation that they had broken the 
contract, and had no benefits to expect from that 
quarter, The golden calf, which they had made, he 
commanded 
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commanded to be reduced to aſhes and mixed with 
water, which they were compelled to drink : and thus 
their ſin itſelf became their puniſhment: * the 
backſliders in heart were filled with their own ways.“ 
Aaron was ſharply reproved for the cowardly part he 
had acted in complying with their deſires, and, had 
not Moſes intreated for him, he would have been 
deftroyed, as a monument of God's righteous indig- 
nation *, 

This was not all: : It was 1 that the guilty 
ſhould be puniſhed ; and therefore Moſes ſtood as the 
repreſentative of Heaven, to maintain the authority of 


the law, and to inflict the penalty. That it might 


be known, who retained their allegiance moſt firmly, 
and who were moſt ready to ſhew their zeal in oppo- 
fition to the tranſgreſſors, he eried aloud, Who is on 


the Lord's ſide? This called forth the Levites, who 


immediately declared their ſteadſaſtneſs in the Lord's 


ſervice; and to them was committed the painful taſk - 


of executing yengeance on their idolatrous brethren. 
Accordingly, on that yery day three' thouſand men 
were flain by the hand of juſtice. Is this con- 
demned as an act of cruelty? Let it be remembered, 
that Moſes had to aſſert the honour of the govern- 
ment, as a wiſe and faithful magiſtrate z and in ſuch 3 
Caſe, to have granted a general impunity would have 
been a breach of his truſt, But we are not concerned 


to vindicate Moſes: the puniſhment was of God's 


appointment: the command was delivered with—— 


Deut. ix. 20. 


ce Thus 


1s 
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& Thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael:“ and * who 
art thou that replieſt againſt Him?“ | 

The whole hiſtory will prove, that Moſes was 
actuated by the ſteadieſt attachment to the intereſts of 
the people, and by the warmeſt affection for them, 
notwithſtanding their contemptuous oppoſition to him. 
Witneſs his continued and very fervent petitions to 
God for their pardon, It ſeemed extremely uncertain, 
whether even the Iſraelites, who remained, could be 
forgiven; but, as if all his happineſs were bound up 
in their's, he exerted his utmoſt influence with God, 
intreating that they might find mercy, or that he 
himſelf might no longer be written among the liv- 
ing. Intimations of returning favour were given in 
anſwer to his importunate requeſt; but a full recon- 
ciliation was not yet effected; and it appeared as if 
they would be reſerved only to ſome future day of re- 
tribution, What an awful breach is occaſioned by a 
departure from God! It is not eaſily to be re- 
paired, 

But while we deplore the conſequences of thaie 
rebellion, we ſee an additional luſtre caſt upon the 
character of the Prophet: his zeal, his love, his 
ardour in prayer, ſhine the brighter, We ſtand in 
admiration of that uncommon intimacy and freedom, 
with which he approached to the God of heaven, 
Sometimes he was the mouth of God to the people, to 
inſtru, and to reprove; at other times he was the 
mouth of the people to God, to deprecate his wrath, 
and implore his gracious preſence amongſt them. He 
was ſent with a * to the Iſraelites, declaring the 
i Lord's 
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Lord's heavieſt diſpleaſure againſt them for their 
repeated provocations, and his determination to with- 
draw from them thoſe peculiar manifeſtations of his 
favour, which they had-hicherto enjoyed“: and in 
token thereof the tabernacle was removed to a diſtance 


from the camp. Yet God did not utterly depart: 


every ſincere worſhipper ſtill had acceſs to him in the 


holy place; and Moſes, in particular, was admitted 


to converſe with him, as it were face to face. This 
intercourſe he improved for the purpoſe of procuring 
a full pardon to the people, and a renewal of their 
former privileges. By one argument 'after another, 
he beſought the Lord to return to them in mercy, and 
would take no denial. At. length he obtained that 
gracious promiſe for himſelf, © My preſence ſhall go 
with thee, and I will give thee reſt.” But a promiſe 
for himſelf was not all he wanted : he could not be 


ſatisfied, till he was aſſured that the whole nation 


were received again under the divine conduct and 


protection. It was a bold requeſt; and yet it was 


inſtantly granted. I will do this thing alſo,” ſaid 


the Lord. Then the breach was repaired, and a 
perfect reconciliation - effected. This may encou- 
rage our application to the throne of grace, both 


for ourſelves and others. For what difficulty is 


there, which prayer will not remove? What bleſſ⸗ 
ing, which it will not procure ? 

The ſucceſs of one petition gave him confidence 
to prefer another: but, it ſhould ſeem, his familiarity 
with God induced him to aſk too much ; more than 


* Exod, xxxiii. 1, &c. 
o Was 
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was ſuitable, yea, more than was poſſible. From an 
earneſt deſire to gain further diſcoveries of the ſupreme 
Majeſty of heaven, he ſaid, © I beſeech thee, ſhew 
me thy glory.” Under certain limitations the requeſt 
would be highly proper from every one of us. We 
are all concerned to obtain the manifeſtation of God in 
the Redeemer, not indeed by any viſible diſplay, but by 
a ſpiritual revelation of his perfections; for this is that 
light, which © ſhineth in our hearts, to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of 
Jeſus Chriſt *.” But a vain curioſity may lead even 
good men, like Moſes, to ſeek information of that, 
which is wiſely and mercifully concealed. © Let us 


be thankful for that ſmall portion of knowledge con- 


cerning the nature of God, which he is pleaſed to com- 
municate, and wait for that day, when “ we ſhall ſee 
him as he is.“ It is not only in diſpleaſure for our 
ſinfulneſs, but in compaſſion to our infirmities, that 
He holdeth back the face of his throne, and ſpread- 
eth his cloud upon it f.“ 

Was the petition, then, rejected as preſumptuous ? 
He was given to underſtand, that it could not be 
granted in the full extent; for no man, in his preſent 
ſtate, could endure the ſight of unveiled Deity ; the 
moſt holy perſon would be overpowered by the 
ſplendour. And perhaps many things, which we ar- 
rogantly inquire after, may be hidden from us for this 
very reaſon, becauſe our faculties cannot comprehend 
them. But his deſire was gratified, as far at leaſt as 


he was able to bear it. The Lord promiſed to make 


* 2 Cor. iv. 6. + Job xxvi. 9. 
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416 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 
all His goodneſs paſs before him, and to proclaim his 
own gracious name; at the ſame time declaring his 
fovereign mercy, and his determination to pardon and 
to fave, according to the counſel of his own will, 
But the brightneſs of the divine majeſty was more than 
Moſes could behold: and therefore, while only a 
glimpſe of it was vouchſafed to him, he was ſheltered 


from the dazzling effulgence, in a clift of the rock, 


by the hand of God himſelf. ——Alas | “ who ſhall 


ſtand, when He appeareth? May we not ſay to every 


unhumbled ſinner, in expectation of a much more tre- 
mendous ſight than that upon mount Sinai, Enter into 
the rock, and hide thee in the duſt, for fear of the 
Lord, and for the glory of his majeſty * ?” 

Moſes, then, according to the divine ſummons, went 
up again to the top of the mountain, and carried with 
him two tables of ſtone, on which the commandments 


were to be renewed T. There the Lord condeſcend- 


ed to meet him with ſome viſible tokens of his pre- 
ſence, and, in anſwer to his ſupplication, diſcovered to 
him more of the ſplendour of the Godhead, than he 
had ever ſeen before. Jehovah himſelf, with moſt 


- awful ſolemnity, proclaimed his own perfections by an 


audible voice; aſſerting, particularly, his fovereign 
authority, the riches of his grace, and the terrors of his 
Juſtice: ,* The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, long-ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs and 
truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiving iniquity 
and tranſgreſſion and fin, and that will by no means 
clear the guilty ; viſiting the iniquity of the fathers 


4 Exod, xxxiv. 1, &c. 


* Iſa, ii. 10. 
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upon the children, and upon the children's children 
unto the third and to the fourth generation.“ 

When the moſt high God approaches to man, though 
it be in the manifeſtation of his love, there is enough 
to ſtrike a guilty creature with awe. Even Moſes was 
conſtrained to feel his infinite diſtance; ſo that, under 
an impreſſion of the deepeſt reverence, © he made 
haſte, and bowed his head, and worſhipped.” What a 
change muſt take place in our whole frame, before we 
can bear to ſtand, with unveiled faces, in the imme- 
diate preſence of God, around the throne of his 


glory! 


The repeated declarations of mercy encouraged 
Moſes to lift up his prayer again on behalf of the peo- 
ple. He requeſted, therefore, that, as far as he had 
found acceptarice, he might prevail alſo for his offend- 
ing brethren, and that, notwithſtanding all their per- 
verleneſs, they might be forgiven, acknowledged for 
the Lord's inheritance, and favoured with His gracious 
relidence in the midſt of them. What diſintereſted 
love was this! Fit emblem of the mediation, which 
is carried on in heaven by our great High-prieſt. 
Thus He prays for us, and therefore we are not caſt 
off, as we deſerve, for our numerous provocations.— 
The ſame petition had been offered up already, and © an 
anſwer of peace” had been given. But the example 
of Moſes teaches us to renew our applications for 
pardoning mercy, that we may receive freſh and 
ltronger aſſurances of it. Accordingly, the Lord God 
vouchſafed to ratify his covenant, and repeat his pro- 
miles, 
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The door of communication being thus opened 
again, the interview upon the mount was continued 
as before, for forty days and forty nights; during 
which time the Jewiſh leader was inſtructed in the 
moſt minute particulars for the government of the 
people, and then ſent down with the law of God in 
bis hand, written upon the two tables of ſtone. He 
alſo carried with him a further proof of his commiſ- 
ſion. His countenance ſhone with a bright luſtre, 


' partaking, as it were, of that effulgence of the Deity, 


which he had been permitted to ſee. But, whilſt he 
drew near to the congregation with ſuch evident marks 
of being an immediate meſſenger from heaven, they 
were afraid to approach him, till he had pur a vell 
upon his face. And this veil, it ſhould ſeem, he con- 
ſtantly wore, except in the tabernacle during his inter- 
courſe with God, before whom the higheft ſplendour 
of a creature 1s utterly obſcured. Every time there- 
fore, they looked upon him, they were reminded of that 
fupreme authority, by which he ſpoke and acted : but 
while “ they could not ſteadfaſtly behold his face, for 
the glory ef his countenance,” they were likewiſe re- 
minded, that the diſpenſation committed to them muſt 


for a ſeaſon remain comparatively dark, concealed in 


types and ſhadows, fo that they could not clearly ſee 
the end. We rejoice, that the veil is taken away un- 
der the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. © The darkneſs is 
paſt, and the true light now ſhineth.” But we ſhould 
alſo remember, that we muſt walk in a holy fellowſhip 
with God, if we would partake in any meaſure of the 


light of his countenance. While we converſe with 
him, 
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| him, we ſhall become like him, and others will ſoon 
E 2 perceive © the beauty of holineſs” in our life and con- 
; verſation. © We all, with open face beholding as in | 
F a glaſs the glory of the Lord, are changed into the = 
K ſame image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit 

1 of the Lord “.“ Pe” | 

„ From Moſes we turn our attention to the much | 
— more eminent Perſonage, who, when transfigured on the | 
e, mount, ſhone with a brightneſs above that of the meri- 
dian ſun : and here we confeſs, that Moſes © had no 
glory, by reaſon of the glory that excelleth.” We 
triumph in the expectation, that all his people will 
ſhortly be adorned with the ſame heavenly radiance : 
for © when Chriſt, who is our life, ſhall appear, then 
ſhall we alſo appear with him in glory J.“ 


* 2 Cor. iii. 18. + Matt. xvii. 2. + Col. iii. 4. 
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DOSES 


SECT. 4. 


Moſes delivered the ordinances —departed from Sinai 
aiſcouraged—reproved for his unbelief—reproached by 
Aaron and Miriam—diſtreſſed by the report of the 
fies —oppoſed by Korah—finned, when he ſmote the 
rock for water —ſaw Aaron die —erected the brazen 
ferpent—ſubdued various enemies—vindicated in bis 
conduct, as a magiſtrate diſtreſſed about bis death— 
agſired a ſucceſſor laboured to the laſt—prophe/ied of 
Ciriſt—died—buried—a pattern to miniſters —a 1ype 


of Chrip. 


Tus man of God, whoſe character is before us, was 
favoured with divine communications, as we have ſeen, 
in a moſt aſtoniſhing degree. We left him coming 
down from the mount, with the law of Heaven in his 
hands and a miraculous luſtre ſhining in his counte- 
nance. We are now to obſerve him returning to his 
charge, and immediately appointing all the ordinances 
of the facred ſervice, according to the commands he 
had received, and the pattern ſhewed to him, on the 
hill of Sinai * 

Suffice it upon this ſubject to 5 that © he was 
faithful in all his houſe, for a teſtimony of thoſe things 
which were to be ſpoken after T.“ The rites and 


* Exod, xxxv.,—xl, 


+ Heb. iii. 5. 
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ceremonies were ſuch as could not be of man's contri- 
vance: and yet, if not conſidered with a reference to 
the Goſpel, they ſeem trifling and burdenſome. But 


the deſign of them is expreſsly declared. We have 


the ſubſtance of thoſe good things of which the Iſrael- 
ites had only the ſhadow: for the whole of their mi. 
niſtration © was a figure for the time then preſent,” 
and, having anſwered its end, it is now aboliſhed. 
That one ſacrifice, which alone can © purge the con- 
ſcience from dead works,” being offered, there is no 
longer any need of the blood of bulls and poats, 
which could never © take away fins,” and which was 
chiefly valuable, as repreſenting the blood of the Son 
of God, 

Years before At length the fignal was given for their 
Fant, 149% departure from Sinai, when all the inſtitu- 
tions both in church and ſtate were fully ſettled. In 
the ſecond month of the ſecond year, the cloud roſe 
up from the tabernacle, and directed their march into 
the deſert of Paran . But they had not advanced 
far, before their former diſcontented ſpirit returned 
upon them, and brought them into freſh troubles. At 


Taberah the fire of God conſumed many of the com- 


pany for the ſin of murmuring f. And there again 
we behold their leader in the character of an interceſ- 
ſor. He ſtood in the gap, and, by the prevalency of 
his mediation, the fire was quenched, and Iſrael was 
ſpared. 

The fame, or rather greater, difficulties awaited him 
in their progreſs through the wilderneſs. He had 


* Num. x. 11, Deut. i. 6. + Numb, xi, 1, &c. 
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continual occaſion for the exerciſe of all the meeknefs 
and patience he poſſeſſed : and we wonder not, that, 
by the repeated clamours raiſed againſt him, he was 
wearied, and diſpoſed to complain of the weight of his 
burden. The people appeared to have received but little 
advantage from all their paſt experience ; for they were 
afterwards as peeviſn and petulant as ever. With ex- 
treme ingratitude and preſumption they lothed the 
manna, which God provided for their daily ſuſtenance, 
and « required meat for their luſt *,” This was diſ- 
treſſing to Moſes; and we fear that his mind was very 
improperly diſturbed, In the anguiſh of his ſoul he 
lamented before God the peculiar hardſhips of his fitu- 
ation; and it ſhould ſeem, that, for the time, he was 


more jealous of his own authority, than of the honour 


of God. As if he could no longer bear up againſt 
all their perverſeneſs, he beſought the Lord to interpoſe 
for his aſſiſtance, or inſtantly to take from him the life 
which was become fo very afflictive.—Do we wonder 
at ſuch language as this from Moſes? It were eaſy 
to point out many things evidently wrong, in his ad- 
dreſs to God. But perhaps we are unfit judges, as 
not being aware of the greatneſs of his provocations. 
And when we attend to our own danger, inſtead of 
ſevercly cenſuring him, we ſhall rather pray, * Hold 
up my goings in thy paths, that my footſteps flip 
not f.“ 

The Lord had compaſſion upon the infirmities of 
his ſervant, and in order to relieve him in the toil of 
government, appointed ſeventy elders, whom alſo he 


* Pſal. lxxviii. 18, &c. 1 Pfal. xvii, 8 
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qualified by his Spirit, to form a judicial court. This 
inſtitution is ſaid to have been the foundation of the 
Jewiſh Sanhedrim, which was afterwards the princi- 
pal ſeat of judgment. One circumſtance is mentioned, 
which places the character of Moſes in an amiable 
light, Two of the perſons, who were thus ſet apart 
by God, were detained in the camp: but even there 
the divine inſpiration pointed them out, and they pro- 
pheſied ſeparately from the reſt. This was thought 
irregular, or an encroachment upon the authority of 
Moſes, who was therefore adviſed to reſtrain them. 
But being far removed from that proud, malignant 
temper, which conſiders itſelf injured by the attain- 
ments of another, and rejoicing to obſerve the work 
of God promoted though not. by himſelf, he cried out, 
« Envieſt thou for my fake? Would God that all 
the Lord's people were prophets, and that the Lord 
would put his Spirit upon them.” Is there the 
ſame diſintereſted generoſity in all thoſe, who ex- 
cel in ſpiritual gifts? Is there no fear of loſing credit, 
becauſe others are coming into eſtimation? Or are 


we, like Moſes, glad to hear that uſeful men are 


raiſed up in the Church, who may probably obſcure 


our reputation? And do we with them proſperity in 
the name of the Lord? : 
The deſire of the people alſo was gratified, but it 


was 1n righteous diſpleaſure; for the very thing, they 


had longed for, became the means of their puniſhment. 
The Lord ſaid he would grant them their requeſt, 


and ſend them meat to the full. A ſimilar miracle 


nad been wrovght for them before, and many others 
Ee | equally 
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equally ſurpriſing had been performed in the fight of 


Moſes, and yet, upon its being intimated to him, he 
ſeemed to doubt the poſſibility of it, and replied, that 
the providing of fleſh for ſuch an immenſe multitude 
was too much to be expected. He was therefore 
reproved for his unbelief, becauſe he had limited the 
holy One of Iirael: © Is the Lord's hand waxed 
hort? —When we call in queſtion the promiſes of 
God, becauſe we know not how they can be per- 
formed, what do we, but diſcover our. own igno- 
rance and preſumption ? Let it ſuffice, as an anſwer 
to all our difficulties about the ways and deſigns of 
God, chat He is God, and not man. — The word was 
accompliſhed : © He rained fleſh upon them as the 
duſt, and feathered fowls like as the ſand of the ſea. 
So they did eat, and were well filled: for he gave 
them their own deſire : they were not eſtranged from 
their luſt. Bur while their meat was yet in their 
mouths, the wrath of God came upon them, and flew 
the fatteſt of them, and ſmote down the choſen men 
of Iſrael “.“ ä 

The patience of Moſes was likewiſe tried in his 
own family. An objection was brought againſt him 
from a quarter, where we ſhould have leaſt ex- 
pected it. His own brother and ſiſter, Aaron and 
Miriam, both perſons of real holineſs, took up a 
quarrel againſt him. The pretence was, that he had 
married a wife of a foreign extraction: but, probably, 
the true reaſon was, their pride was hurt, and their 


envy excited, by his ſuperior authority in the govern- 


* Pſal. Ixxviii. 27 —31. 
ment 
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ment of the people. They ſaid, therefore, © Hath 
the Lord indeed ſpoken only by Moſes ? Hath he not 
ſpoken alſo by us“? —An oppoſition from our near 
relations, and from religious friends, is of all others 
moſt painful. But even this is to be looked for: and 
it will be well, if in ſuch circumſtances we can preſerve 
the gentleneſs of Moſes. 

He replied not; he ſeems not to have noted it. He 
was ever ready to plead the cauſe of God, when it was 
attacked ; but upon this occaſion he was regardleſs of 
his own honour; and therefore it is remarked as a 
ſtriking evidence of his unparalleled meekneſs. But 
the Lord himſelf reſented the groundleſs reproaches caſt 
upon his ſervant; and when We are ſatisfied to leave 
the vindication of our character with Him, He will in- 
terpoſe, and bring our adverſaries to ſhame. He 
ſummoned the offenders to appear before him, eſta- 
bliſhed the authority of Moſes, in the moſt indiſputable 
manner, and declared his hot diſpleaſure againſt them. 
Miriam was inſtantly ſtruck with a leproſy ; and Aaron 
was made to tremble under a ſenſe of his guilt. Then 
they confeſſed their folly, and with deep ſubmiſſion 
ſought relief from the very man, whom they had 
baſely ſlandered. This alſo gave him a freſh oppor- 
tunity to exerciſe his gentle and loving ſpirit, He 
wiſhed not to revenge himſelf; nay, as a proof of his 
entire forgiveneſs, he prayed that the ſtroke of juſtice 
might be removed from his ſiſter. He cried unto the 
Lord, “ Heal her now, O God, I beſeech thee :” and, 


* Num. xii. I, &c. 
3 at 
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at his mediation, the offence was pardoned. We need 
not add ſurely, that We alſo are under the ſtrongeſt 
obligations © not to render evil for evil, or railing for 
railing ; but contrariwiſe blefling ; for we are thereunto 
called, that we ſhould inherit a bleſſing “.“ 

Let vs obſerve the ſame meekneſs of temper in ano- 
ther inſtance. The ſpies, who had been ſeat to view 
the promiſed land, brought back a moſt unfavourable 
account. Immediately the people. were diſcouraged, 
even to deſpondency ; they conſidered themſelves as 
devoted to deſtruction, complained that they had been 
led out of Egypt, and determined to chooſe a cap- 
tain for themſelves, that they might return thither f. 
This was a direct attack, not upon Moſes only, but 
upon God himſelf, It was, therefore, the cauſe of 
extreme diſtreſs to this holy man, who was deeply al- 
fected, not ſo much by their oppoſition to him, as by 
their avowed rejection of God. He fell upon his face 
before them, intreating them to deſiſt from their mad 
ſchemes, and offering up his importunate cries to 
Heaven for them. Then the Lord interpoſed to con- 
found the rebels, and threatened to deſtroy them, as if 
he were weary with forbearing : and, in their ſtead, 
he promiſed to make of Moſes a greater and mightier 
nation than they. The ſame propoſal the Jewiſh 
leader had refuſed before, though it was ſo flattering 
to himſelf; and ſtill, as far from ambition or revenge 
as ever, he deſired not his own advancement, or their 
ruin, but again moſt fervently pleaded for their for- 
giveneſs. He beſought the Lord, not to ſuffer his own 
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glorious name to be diſhonoured, but to diſplay the 
abundance of his mercy, and therefore to pardon the 
iniquity of the people. How effectual is the prayer of 
a righteous man! The whole race of Iſrael were reſcued 
from immediate deſtruction, though, for their fin upon 
this occafion, they were doomed to wander, and to fall 
in the wilderneſs, and their children only were reſerved 
for the poſſeſſion of Canaan. 

Moſes continued to experience the fame trials 
throughout their pilgrimage. In one of their encamp- 
ments, a moſt formidable rebellion was raiſed againſt 
him, not by a few inſignificant perſons, but by two hun- 
dred and fifty princes of the congregation, becauſe 
they could not brook ſubmiſſion to his authority &. 
This, however, like all the other oppoſitions made 
againſt him, tended only to confirm his commiſſion, 
and give additional luſtre to his character. Did he then 
defend himſelf by force? No; his conſtant appeal was, 
not to arms, but to the righteous judgment of Heaven, 
He fell on his face, betaking himſelf to prayer in the 


firſt place, for direction and aſſiſtance ; then he very 


meekly reaſoned with the leaders of the faction, and 
referred the matter to the deciſion of God, not doubt- 
ing but that-He would manifeſt his integrity, and refute 
their baſe accuſations. Nor was he diſappointed : for, 
while they were all ſolemnly aſſembled, awaiting the 
iſſue, the Lord appeared in his glory, and threatened 
to deſtroy them in a moment. The ſentence, indeed, 
was mitigated through the mediation of Moſes. it 
it was ſtill expedient, that vengeance ſhould be taken, 


* Num. XVi. 1, &c. 
and 
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and the offenders puniſhed. The deſign was revealed 
to the Prophet, who therefore reſted the credit of his 
miſſion vpon this one point, that the ground would 
open, and inſtantly ſwallow up alive their rebellious 
company; which accordingly came to pals. 
Shall we hear any more, then, of their objections to 
the meſſenger of Heaven? Alas ! the reſt, who were 
ſpared, betrayed the ſame ſpirit; and, what was moſt 
awful indeed, whilſt the cries of thoſe, who periſhed in 
ſo miſerable a manner, were freſh in their ears, and 
the devouring earth had ſcarcely cloſed its mouth, on 
the very next day all the congregation of the Iſraelites 
aroſe up in fierce contention againſt Moſes and Aaron, 
and caſt upon them the blame of the tremendous de- 
vaſtation, which had been made. An inſtance can 
ſcarcely be given of a greater obſtinacy and hardneſs of 
heart. God was provoked, and his wrath poured upon 
them. Fourteen thouſand and ſeven hundred were 
conſumed by the plague ; and thoſe, who were left, 
eſcaped the calamity, only by the earneſt 1nterceſſions 
of the very perſons, whom they had reproached as 
murderers, 
Yes before The Iſraelites had been doomed to wander 
Chrift, 1453- in the wilderneſs for forty years, during all 
which time the faith and patience of Moſes were con- 
tinually exerciſed by the perverſeneſs of the people. 
But little is told us of their tranſactions from the ſecond 
to the fortieth year, except their different removals 
from one encampment to another. We are grieved, 
however, to find the ſame ſpirit of murmuring and un- 
belief, at the laſt as in the firſt part of their pilgr- 


mage. When they came to Kadeſh, the water, with 
which 
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which probably they had till then been well ſupplied 
from the rock at Rephidim, entirely failed: and in- 
ſtantly their fears were excited“. They complained 
aloud, as if their caſe were worſe than if they had been 
ſwallowed up alive by the earth, or conſumed by fire 
from heaven. Moſes was the object of their reſent- 
ment: they imputed all their diſtreſs to him, and roſe 
up as 1n rebellion againſt him. Whither, then, did 
he betake himſelf for protection? Here again, as he 
had done before, from the violence of men he fled to 
the ſanctuary of his God. In every difficulty, prayer 
was his conſtant reſource: and thus it appeared through- 
out, that the adminiſtration of the government reſted 
not upon the wiſdom, ſtrength, or popularity of Moſes, 
but upon the power of God, immediately and continu- 
ally exerted for that purpoſe, 

Relief was obtained. While he lay peu before 
God, aſking counſel for himſelf, and intreating mercy 
for the people; he was commanded to take his rod, 
aſſemble the congregation, and ſpeak to the rock in 
their preſence: and he was aſſured that thereupon the 
water ſhould guſh out from the flinty ſtone, as upon 
a former occaſion, for the abundant ſupply of all their 
neceſſities, He obeyed the divine injunction, and in- 
ſtantly the ſtreams flowed out for their refreſhment. 

But what is this that we hear? The indignation of 
God is kindled, not againſt the murmuring Iſraelites, ag 
we might have apprehended, but againſt the two lead- 
ers, Moſes and Aaron; and ſentence is pronounced 
upon them, that they ſhall die in the wilderneſs. What 
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have they done? Here was ſome grievous offence 
committed, becauſe the Lord himſelf condemned and 
puniſhed them ; but perhaps it is not eaſy to deter. 
mine, from the ſhort account given us, what was the 
particular nature of the crime, We have beheld this 
eminent pattern of holineſs perſevering through un- 
common difficulties : and did he fail at the laſt? We 
are conſtrained to acknowledge, that a foul blot is leſt 
upon his character; enough to humble our pride, and 
to prove that perfection is no where to be found. 

It ſhould ſeem, that, while he was obeying the 
command of God, he was under the influence of ſome 
improper tempers; and therefore, the ſtate of his mind 
being wrong, the action performed could not be right, 
We apprehend, that his ſin might ariſe from a ſecret 
indulgence of pride, unbelief, or reſentment ; or it 
might be a compound of them all together. What- 
ever it was, probably it was ſudden, and momentary, 
at the time when he ſtruck the rock twice, and faid, 
e Ye rebels, muſt we fetch you water out of this 
rock? —We ſhould not wonder, if one, fo diſtin- 
guiſhed by his rank, his abilities, and uſefulneſs, was 
lifted up, for the inſtant, by a conceit of his own ſupe- 
riority, and forgetting his dependence, ſaid, * Muſt 
Wx do this for you?” We are expreſsly told, that 
in ſome way or other his faith failed him: either he 
did not expect the performance of the miracle from 
God, or he did not give the glory of it to Him, 4 
he ought to have done. For thus the Lord reproved 
him, © Ye believed me not, to ſanctify me in the eyes 


be - | of 
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of the children of Iſrael.” —It is alſo moſt certain, 
that there was ſome ſtirring of anger in his heart, and 
that he was carried away, for the moment at leaſt, by a 
heat of temper. Wearied out with their injurious 
treatment for nearly forty years, he ſpake and ated in 
a warmth of paſſion; and hence, probably, he ſtruck 
the rock TWICE, and called them ReszLs. So the 
Pſalmiſt aſſerts, © They provoked his ſpirit, ſo that 
he ſpake unadviſedly with his lips “.“ 

We pretend not to juſtify his conduct; yet it de- 
ſerves our moſt ſerious conſideration, that the offence 
was of ſuch a ſort, that we might not have perceived 
in it any thing very blamable. But we have to do with 
a righteous God, who “ ſearcheth the heart,” who 
condemns an evil thought or affection, and © defires 
truth in the inward parts.” And, while we obſerve 
Moſes ſo ſharply cenſured for this one action, we are 
ready to cry out, © Who ſhall ſtand before this holy 
Lord God?” Surely there is a greater malignity in 
ſin, than we are aware of. Shall we dare to fay, It is 
a light thing: or, Where can be the harm of it? 
Should our God © be extreme to mark what is done 
amiſs, who may abide it?” Inſtead of inveighing 
againſt Moſes, it will become us to take ſhame to 
ourſelves, What attention do we pay to the words of 
our mouths, and to the tempers of our minds? Are 
we circumſpett in all things, and that continually? Are 
we meek and patient, loving and forbearing to the 
moſt injurious 2 Where is the perfect man, whoſe heart 
never admits any unholy affection, or whoſe tongue has 
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never ſpoken unadviſedly ? Verily * in many things we 
offend all “.“ | 
But let not the ſubje& be abuſed. Some appear to 
derive an improper kind of encouragement from the 
infirmities and declenſions of ſaints. Many profane 
ſinners dwell upon them with delight, and, in excuſe 
for their own vile conduct, allege, that the beſt of men 
have had their failings. There are alſo careleſs profeſ- 
ſors of religion, who conſtantly diſhonour the doctrine 
of God our Saviour by their evil practices or diſpoſi- 
tions, and yet preſumptuouſly conclude, that their caſe 
is no worſe than that of the moſt excellent perſons, 
who have fallen as well as they. It is obvious, that 
theſe are moſt dangerous ways of perverting the ſerip- 
tures. Do we perceive any thing in the example of 
Moſes to juſtify the habitual commiſſion of the leaſt 
iniquity? No: it remains an awful truth, © He who 
committeth fin” (fo as to allow it in the general tenour 
of his life) © is of the Devil .“ | 

One effect of the tranſgreſſion appeared at the very 

next ſtage of their journey. Moſes was commanded 
to attend his brother Aaron to the top of mount Hor, 
there to take a ſolemn leave of him, and to ſee him 
die for the very offence, in which he himſelf had been 
principally concerned. This was, doubtleſs, a diſtreſſ- 
ing appointment, not merely on account of the loſs he 
ſuſtained in the ſudden removal of his dear partner and 
aſſiſtant in his labours, but eſpecially as reminding him 
of his own guilt, and of that diſſolution which he allo 
was ſhortly to experience. 


james iii. 2, + 1 John iii. 8. 
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As they advanced in their marches, the people were 

diſcouraged by the length and difficulties of the way, 
and again they fell into their old fin of murmuring *. 

They levelled their complaints, as before, againſt 

Moſes ; but the heavy judgments of God ſoon brought 

them to bow at his feet. Fiery ſerpents were com- 


miſſioned to deſtroy them, and many were conſumed 


in their iniquity. The reſt, being awed and terrified, 
confeſſed their crime, and intreated Him, whom they 
had reproached, to become their interceſſor. He ſaw 
and pitied their diſtreſs, and, not bearing the leaſt re- 
ſentment for all their hard ſpeeches againſt him, he 
prayed for them, and obtained deliverance. The re- 
medy, provided for the bite of the ſerpents, was not only 
miraculous, but ſingular in its kind, and deſigned to be a 
moſt inſtructive emblem to the Church in future ages. 


We ouglit not to forget, that ſin, more poiſonous and 


deſtructive to the ſoul than the venom of the ſerpent to 
the body, has ſpread its baleful influence through the 
whole race of mankind. But the power and grace of 
our God are diſplayed in the removal of this malady; 
and by a mode ſimilar to that whereby the Iſraelites 
were reſtored, For * as Moſes lifted up the ſerpent 
in the wilderneſs, even ſo was the ſon of man lifted up; 
that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not 'Periſh, but 
have eternal life +.” 

Moſes was forbidden to enter into ca, but he 
ſaw the promiſes of God, in part at leaſt, fulfilled to 
Iſrael by their conqueſt of various enemies. At length 
they were brought out of the wilderneſs, and led forth 
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to battle againſt the Amorites, Moabites, and Midian- 
ites, whom they utterly ſubdued, and whoſe land they 
took for their own poſſeſſion. Thus the Lord God 
honoured his faithful ſervant, by giving him to behold 
the beginning of that glorious work, which was after- 
wards completed under Joſhua. | 

His troubles, indeed, were not yet ended. His 
heart was pained by a moft awful defection in the 
people, who were ſeduced by the daughters of Moab 
to commit whoredom and idolatry v. This was effected 
through the wicked counſel of Balaam, and was more 
fatal to Iſrael than the oppoſition of their ſtrongeſt ad- 


verſaries. On that occaſion we obſerve Moſes acting 


with all the vigour neceſſary to the character of an up- 
right magiſtrate, For, in order to ſtop the progreſs of 
the ſin, he commanded the principal leaders in it to be 
puniſhed with immediate death. Nor ſhould this be 


conſidered as at all inconſiſtent with his uſual meek- 
neſs, ſince he proceeded only according to the divine 


injunction; and therefore lenity to the guilty, and a 


refuſal to execute the ſentence upon them, would haye 
been diſobedience to the ſupreme Governor. 

In ſome other inſtances, his conduct might have the 
appearance of harſhneſs and ſeverity, as when he te- 
quired the Midianitiſh women to be ſlain ; and again, 
when he oppoſed the petition of the Reubenites and 
Gadites to be ſettled before their brethren 4. But in 
theſe, and ſuch like caſes, it is obvious, that the mea- 
ſures he adopted were regulated, not by a ſpirit of re- 


* Num. xxv. 1, &c. f xxxl. 1, &c. f xxxil. 1, &. 
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ſentment, or any ſelfiſh motives, but by a regard to the 
will and the glory of God, and to the general intereſts 
of the people. We ſhould not be forward to cenſure, 
where we are not ſo far acquainted with the various 
circumſtances of an action, as to be competent to de- 
cide upon it; and it will be allowed ſurely, that what 
would be utterly unjuſtifiable in a private perſon, may 
be highly proper and abſolutely neceſſary in one of a 
public character, | 
It was revealed to the Prophet that the time of his 
departure was at hand, and that he alſo muſt die, even 
as Aaron had done, for their offence at the waters of 
Meribah *. It appears that this was extremely diſ- 
treſſing to him, and that he earneſtly deſired permiſ- 
ſion to go into Canaan f. But when that was denied 
him, he acquieſced; and, as he was concerned chiefly 
that the cauſe of God might not ſuffer by his removal, 
he prayed only that a ſucceſſor might be appointed, 
qualified for the office, who ſhould conduct the people 
to their promiſed habitation.— And is it not moſt be- 
coming a dying faint, to be ſolicitous for the welfare 
and proſperity of the Church, when his labours in it 
are drawing near to a concluſion ? Let us entreat God 
to protect his own Iſrael, and, whatever faithful mi- 
niſters he may take to himſelf, to raiſe up others in 


their ſtead ; that His work may be carried on from age 


to age, till all his redeemed are brought home to the 
heavenly Canaan. We do not hear Moſes petitioning 
for the advancement of his own family, but for the 
congregation of the Lord ; nor ſhould any private con- 


; * Num. xxvii. 12, &c. t Deut. iii. 23. 
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nections be ſo dear to us as the intereſts of Zion. 
e Pray for the peace of Jeruſalem : they ſhall proſper 


The ſucceſſor, whom Moſes himſelf before his death 
initiated into the office, was not one of his own kin- 
dred, but of another houſe and of another tribe. The 
ſons of Moſes were overlooked, and Joſhua was in- 
veſted with the high dignity. A very ſtrong proof, 


that the Jewiſh Lawgiver was not actuated by ſelfiſh- 
neſs, or ambition, or any of the contracted views of c 
human politicians, It appears throughout, from the f 
manner in which he both received and reſigned his L 
commiſſion, that the eſtabliſhment of the government It 
was entirely of God. te 

We cannot contemplate the cloſe of this good man's ti 
life without admiring his extraordinary zeal and di- de 
gence even at that folemn ſeaſon. Though he knew g m 
that his diſſolution was nigh, he remitted not his uſual WW 
exertions, but rather with increaſing vigour laboured in : G0 
the work of the Lord, that he might “ finiſh his courſe WF v. 
with joy.” It is remarkable, that all thoſe lively, pious, l 9 
and importunate exhortations, which are contained cor 


in the book of Deuteronomy, were probably delivered 
to the people during the laſt month of his continuance 
upon earth. We learn, then, from this bright pattern, 
to fill up every portion of time with ſome uſeful em- 
ployment: and though we ſhould have certain intima- 
tions, that we ſhall foon be diſmiſſed from our preſent 
poſt, it will become us with unwearied perſeverance 
to attend to our reſpective duties, even till our ſtrength 


utterly fail us. 
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Much did he ſpeak and write concerning the Saviour 
of the world: but theſe declarations were chiefly wrapt 


up in the darkneſs of types and ſhadows, They were 


deſigned, however, to lead the Church to the know- 
ledge of the great Redeemer; and therefore Jeſus ſaid 
“Had ye believed Moſes, ye would have believed me: 
for he wrote of me *.“ —One very ſtriking and ex- 
preſs prediction of the promiſed Meſſiah, which was 
uttered a little before his death, we muſt not omit. 


The Lord thy God will raiſe up unto thee a Prophet 


from the midft of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; 
unto Him ye ſhall hearken f.“ This has been fulfilled 
in Jcſus of Nazareth , to whom, therefore, our at- 
tention is directed. Let all men © know aſſuredly, 
that he is both Lord and Chriſt $:” and if © He that 
deſpiſed Moſes' law died without mercy,—of how 
much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of 
God || ?” | 
Years before At the very advanced age of one hundred 
Ct, 145?- and twenty years, the work of Moſes was 


concluded, in an honourable manner, yet not without 


ſome circumſtances of humiliation. When he had 
finiſhed his teſtimony, on the very day he had been 
inſtructing, exhorting, warning, and encouraging the 
people, he was commanded to take his laſt leave of 
them, and aſcend up to one of the higheſt mountains 
in the plains of Moab 4. There he was told, that he 
mult lay down his earthly tabernacle, though in his 


* John v. 46, + Deut. xvii. 15. 1 Ads iii. 22.—vii. 35. 
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of the bleſſedneſs of the nation he had cholen and 

redeemed to himſelf; * There is none like unto the 
God of Jeſhurun —Happy art thou, O Iſrael! Who 
is like unto thee, O people ſaved by the Lord?” In 
this joyful, triumphant frame of mind he mounted up 
the hill, to meet his diſſolution, and having viewed 
the promiſed inheritance of Iſracl, he cloſed his eyes 

upon every thing below; and, from the ſight of an 
earthly Canaan, immediately entered upon the poſſeſ- 
ſion of heaven. 
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þ 8 full ſtrength: © his eye was not dim, nor his natural 
1 force abated *.” This was an awful ſummons, eſpe- 1 
740 cially as it was accompanied with a reproof for his : 
14 tranſgreſſion at Meribah ; and his death was expreſsly I 
"uh: declared to be inflicted as a puniſhment. But, tre- t 
4 | mendous as the ſentence was, the judgment was mixed | 
1 with mercy; and though God, for righteous purpoſes, h 
4 manifeſted his diſpleaſure, He withheld not from his V 
fil ſervant the tokens of his favour, but honoured and - 
4.3 comforted him in his dying moments. The Lord ; f 
. promiſed to ſnew him the good land, and gave him 3 
5 7 by faith to ſee the future glory and proſperity of Iſrael, = # 
Me Moſes, therefore, in firm dependence on the Cove- * 
| nant of his God, and in lively hope of a better king- Bu 
dom than Canaan, went up with cheerful ſteps to the ' ip 
top of Piſgah, Probably, juſt before his aſcent, he [ 8e 
took an affecting leave of the people, and, in the : * 
ſpirit of prophecy, pronounced a ſolemn benediftion MF **© 
upon them f. His laſt words, which are recorded, ö {ot 
were ſpoken in admiration of the God of Iſrael, and 
me 
; 
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Yet we perceive ſomething extremely afflictive in 
the circumſtances of his death; and it ſhould ſerve' as 
a ſignal warning to Believers, to © abhor that which 
is evil,” and to walk with a holy watchfulneſs and cau- 
tion, if indeed they defire to be diſmiſſed from life with 
honour and with comfort. The offence of Moſes, we 
have ſeen, was ſuch as we might have thought tri- 
vial; and we have no doubt that it was forgiven; yet, 
as it was of a public nature, God determined that there 
ſhould be a public declaration of his diſpleaſure againſt 
it; in order that fin might appear, 1n the view of all the 
people, © exceeding ſinful.” © He puniſhed Moſes 
FOR THEIR SAKES,” —TIt is poſſible, then, that ſome, 


who are dear to God, may be perplexed with much 


{piritual darkneſs at the laſt, on account of paſt negli- 
gence, and perhaps go out of the world through ſome 
awful viſitation, by an immediate judgment from hea- 
ven, though they be in a ſtate of acceptance, and their 
ſouls be ſaved for ever. | 

The burial of Moſes might ſeem too trifling to be 
mentioned, had not the ſacred hiſtory recorded it as 
moſt remarkable. The Lord himſelf took care of 
the body, and without any human aid committed it to 
the ground. The place of his interment was purpoſely 
concealed, that the Iſraelites, who were continually 
prone to idolatry, might not be tempted to worſhip 
at his ſepulchre. We know and rejoice, that his bet- 
ter part, which could not be confined 1n the grave, 
aſcended up on high, to a diſtinguiſhed rank among 
the ranſomed of the Lord. Moſes, therefore, ſtill 


* Deut. xxxiv. 6. 


Ff 4 liveth; 


440 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


liveth ; and accordingly, he was one, who graced the 
triumph of our. Saviour in the transfiguration on the 
mount; and he will ſhortly come in His glorious reti- 
nue at the laſt day. Then may we join with all that 
favoured company, who ſball “ ſing the ſong of Moſes 
the ſervant of God, and the ſong of the Lamb *!“ 
Upon a review of this hiſtory, we ſhall not wonder, 
that a character ſo eminent has been celebrated in every 
age; that he was held in reſpect by the moſt learned 
of the Gentile world ; and that the Jews always boaſt- 
ed of him, as the great Founder of their church and 
nation, Moſt juſtly may he be propoſed to all, as a 
bright example of righteouſneſs, and more particularly 
of that diſpoſition ſo pleaſing to God, a meckneſs of | 
temper. Let us inquire, then, How far do we re- 
ſemble Moſes? Do we not betray ſad marks of im- 
patience, anger, and reſentment? Let us not allege, 


that our provocations are many: they are not worthy 


to be mentioned, in compariſon of thoſe which Moſes 
had to ſtruggle with for forty years together. If there 
be no oppoſition, there cannot be much proof of a 
gentle ſpirit; but if we poſſeſs the grace of God in 
truth, we ſhall be thereby taught to preſerve a compo- 
ſure of mind, and to exerciſe forgiveneſs and love, even 
in return for many and great injuries. Thus did Moſes. 
Oh! how unlike to him are we! © Whereas there 
is among us envying, and ſtrife, and diviſions, are we 
not carnal, and walk as men?“ 

But this illuſtrious pattern, in an eſpecial manner, 
claims the attention of the Miniſters of religion. For 


* Rev. xv. 3. 
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they are called to execute an office, in many reſpects 
like that of Moſes, which will ſubject them to ſome 
ſuch painful trials, as he met with. They ſhould be 
prepared to expect the moſt groundleſs and malicious 
cenſures from thoſe, whoſe beſt intereſts they are uni- 
formly and zealouſly purſuing. It will, therefore, in- 
ſtruct and comfort them, to place before their eyes the 
conduct of this man of God; and while they ſee him 
ſteadily perſevering in his work, they will take freſh 
courage to hold on their way. But let them copy after 
his example. They require the ſame firmneſs, zeal, 
and fortitude, which he poſſeſſed; nor have they reaſon 
to doubt, that He, who has appointed them to their 
moſt arduous employment, will endue them with all 
that ſtrength, which is neceſſary for the proper diſcharge 
of the duties of their function. Have they many fears 
and miſgivings? So had the great leader of the He- 
brews: but in Him alſo we behold, what God can en- 
able his ſervants to do, When he was firſt called out 
of Midian, he was backward, timid, and unbeheving 
and therein he diſcovered the weakneſs of a fallen nature. 
But afterwards, with unwearied exertions and undaunt- 
ed courage, he maintained his poſt againſt all oppoſi- 
tion; for he © ſtaggered not at the promiſe,” in the 
midſt of the moſt formidable dangers; and in theſe re- 
ſpects he fully proved the efficacious influence of divine 
grace, Let us ſeek for, and rely upon, the ſame 
mighty power; for, in every caſe, © the help that is 
done upon earth the Lord doeth it himſelf.” 

But the miniſters of Chriſt, together with the firm- 


nels of Moſes, ſhould poſſeſs his meekneſs of ſpirit. 
This 
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This will be their brighteſt ornament, their ſtrongeſt 


Pak recommendation, and their ſureſt defence, * The : 
. ſervant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive; but be gentle I; 
unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekneſs in- hy 
ſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves; if God perad- ch 

venture will give them repentance to the acknowledg. 


ing of the truth“. — Thus by their humble and in- 
offenſive behaviour, they ſnould be an example to 
Believers, and exhibit in themſelves the happy effects 
of the Goſpel which they preach: and by ſuch means 
they will be moſt likely to diſarm their fierceſt oppo- 
nents of their rage. Vet in order to enſure ſucceſs to 
their miniſtry, they muſt imitate the Jewiſh prophet 
in another reſpect, and, like him, © continue inſtant in 
prayer.” We have ſeen him, in every difficulty, flying 
for direction, ſupport, and deliverance, to the God of 
all grace; nor was he once deſerted. In the fame 
way ſhould they, who are the ſpiritual guides of the 
people, expect all their help from God, and keep up 
a continual intercourſe with Him, that they may ob- 
tain his preſence and bleſſing in all their miniſtrations. 
Whatever ſplendid talents they poſſeſs, notwithſtanding 
their wiſdom, eloquence, zeal, and diligence, it is not 
probable that they will be of any real uſe to others, 
unleſs they are themſelves men of devotion, frequent 
and fervent in their ſupplications to Heaven. 

Much has been ſaid of the excellency of Moſes. 
But we are acquainted with a character abundantly 
ſuperior in every view, and “ worthy of more glory, 
inaſmuch as He, who hath builded the houſe, hath 
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more honour than the houſe ®,” The law was given 
by Moſes, but grace and truth came by Jefus Chriſt .“ 
It is not our deſign to enter fully into a compariſon 
between them : but it ought not to paſs unobſerved, 
that in the high offices, which the Jewiſh leader ſuſ- 
tained, he was a moſt eminent type of the great Cap- 
tain of our ſalvation. Moſes was to the Iſraelites, what 
Jeſus is to his Church in every age, a PRO RET, 
PRIEST, and Kine ;—the MED1aToOR of the Covenant. 
Jeſus is commiſſioned to reſcue his people from a bon- 
dage, inconceivably worſe than that of Egypt, and to 
conduct them through many dangers to the poſſeſſion 
of a kingdom, but faintly ſhadowed forth by © the 
land that lowed with milk and honey.” He is their 
inſtructor, declaring to them the divine will, and 
teaching them © how they ought to walk and to 
pleaſe God.” He miniſters for them in holy things, 
ſtands before God continually «© to make reconcili- 
ation for their fins,” and offers up inceſſant petitions 
for them. They are moſt perverſe, indeed, and re- 
bellious as the Iſraelites ; but they are ſpared through 
the prevalency of his interceſſion. He is their Law- 
giver, and has delivered them ſtatutes and ordinances | 
the molt wife and excellent, to which he requires 
their unfeigned ſubmiſſion. Let all honour, then, 
admiration, love, and obedience, be given to our 
Jeſus! But is he not “ deſpiſed and rejected of 
men?” How few do truly acknowledge him in his 
various offices? And what may we expect the conſe- 


* Heb, iii. 3. + John i. 17. 
| quence 
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quence to be? ls it forgotten, what the ſentence was 
againſt the diſobedient Iſraclites, * whoſe carcaſes fell 
in the wilderneſs?” For, © if they eſcaped not, who 
refuſed him that ſpake on earth ; much more ſhall 
not we eſcape, if we turn away from Him that ſpeak- 


eth from heaven *. 
P} 


* Heb. xii. 25. 


PHARAOHK. 


p HA R A O H. 


C HAP. XIII. 


Pharaoh rejected the petition of Moſes, and defied Feho- 
vah—perſecuted the Hebrews—not humbled under all 


the divine judgments —terrified, but unwilling to ſubmit 


to God's terms—confeſſed his guilt, yet impenitent—pur- 
ſued the Hebrews—drowned in the Red ſea— bis ab- 
duracy and deftruftion, how aſcribed to God—an a- 
ful inflance of human depravity—a warning to fin- 


ners. = 


As we were conſidering the life of Moſes, we had 


occalion to advert to the character of that impious 


king of Egypt, with whom the Jewiſh prophet main- 
rained ſo ſingular a conteſt, It may anſwer an uſeful 
purpoſe to recall ſome of thoſe circumſtances in the 
ſacred hiſtory, which we have already touched upon, 
in order that we may take a fuller view of that proud 
perſecutor. This will furniſh us with the moſt ſolemn 
and intereſting reflections: for in the caſe of Pharaoh 
we ſhall perceive a very ſtriking proof of the extreme 
corruption and deſperate wickedneſs of the human 
heart, as alſo of the ſovereignty, juſtice, and invincible 
power of God. The example in .an eſpecial manner 
demands the attention of every preſumptuous ſinner; 
for to ſuch an one the application is obvious: © God 


is greater than man: Why doſt thou ftrive againſt 
| Him ?. 
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Him? Haſt thou an arm like God? Or canſt thoy 
thunder with a voice like Him * ?” 

The inſtance before us exhibits a picture of one of 
the moſt inſolent offenders, that the world ever beheld, 
—a moſt daring oppoſer of the King of heaven, — de- 
claring himſelf a decided enemy, and carrying on the 
conteſt againſt Him, with inflexible obſtinacy, — reſiſt- 
ing all admonitions, deſpiſing the mercy, and defying 
the wrath of God, till he was made a monument of 
his vengeance. How much important inſtruction does 
this convey to us! We ſhall perceive the folly and 
madneſs of thoſe who © walk contrary to God.“ For, 
« He is wiſe in heart, and mighty in ſtrength ; Who 
hath hardened himſelf againſt Him, and hath proſ- 
peredſ?” We ſhall be led to examine, what is 
our own character; and to pray with greater fervour 
than we have yet done, . From all hardneſs of heart, 
and contempt of thy word and commandment, Good 
Lord deliver us 4.“ The example of Pharaoh is pro- 
poſed to us, not for our imitation, but with a view to 
excite our abhorrence of his conduct. May we ſee 
the odiouſneſs of his temper, and ourſelves poſſeſs 3 
different ſpirit! But as we all partake of the fame 


depraved nature, perhaps it will be found upon in- 


quiry, that, in ſome reſpects, and to a certain degree, 
we ſtill reſemble him. 

The king, of whom we are now ſpeaking, was not 
the perſon from whom Moſes had fled to Midian. 
The name of Pharaoh ſeems to have been common to 
all the princes of Egypt in ſucceſſion for many ages. 


* Job xxxii. 12, 13. xl. 9. f Job ix. 4. 1 Litany. 
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This man, however, as he inherited the title, was alſo 
governed by the maxims, of his predeceſſor. It will 
be ſufficient for us to point out the principal circum- 
ſtances, which the ſcriptures have recorded, 

Years before Hle is firſt introduced to our notice in the 
Chrict, 1491. ſacred hiſtory, when Moſes and Aaron were 
ſent to him with a meſſage from the God of heaven, 
and demanded for the Ifraclites the liberty of exer- 


ciſing their religion *. The requiſition was reaſonable ; 


but, as it had been for ſome time one grand object of 
the government to cruſh the Hebrews, no favours 
could be granted them. Nor would the proud tyrant 
bear to be dictated to, even by Jehovah himſelf. He 
did not call in queſtion their commiſſion, nor afk what 
evidence they could produce for it; but he repulſed 
them with the moſt daring contempt both of them, and 
of the divine authority by which they ſpake ; deter- 
mined, whatever ſhould be the conſequence, that he 


would not ſtand in awe of their God, nor acknowledge 


ſubjection to Him. Pharaoh ſaid, © Who is the Lord, 
that I ſhould obey his voice to let Iſrael go?“ He 
probably conceived meanly of the God of the Hebrews, 
having long held that people in the loweſt ſtate of op- 
preſſion, and therefore he molt inſolently ſet Him at 
defiance, as if there were nothing to be dreaded from 
ſuch a God as this. Thus the conteſt took its rife from 
the arrogance of Pharaoh, who preſumed to exalt him- 
{elf againſt Jehovah, and refufed to liſten to his word. 
How wonderful, that vengeance, was not immediately 


* Exod. v. 1, &c. | 
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executed ! Did the haughty tyrant aſk, in ſupercilious 


contempt, © Who is the Lord?” Rather might we be 
ſay, in admiration of the divine forbearance, Who ar 
is Pharaoh, that the Lord ſhould ſend any further meſ- th 
ſage to him, or withhold the puniſhment due to his hi 
iniquity ?”? | gr 

But the caſe is not ſingular ? We fear there are mul- po 
titudes of like character. The king of Egypt ſpake Ti 
only what is the real ſentiment of many hearts; for no 
all unrenewed perſons poſſeſs ſomething of the ſame for 
diſpoſition. Man, in his fallen ſtate, affects indepen- wa 
dency, and diſdains to yield ſubmiſſion to the will of mi 
God himſelf. He will not be controlled; but, impa- but 
tient of all reſtraint even from the higheſt authority, he pri 
ſays, © Why may I not live as I pleaſe? Who is pol 
Lord over me ? Or what is the Almighty, that I ſhould fare 
ſerve Him?” The miniſters of Chriſt are often re- and 
jected with the ſame inſolent contempt, as Moſes and Mo 
Aaron were by Pharaoh. Not a few caſt the word of tion 
God behind: them, with an air of utter indifference, as e 
examine not 1ts evidence, and determine not to be wer 
awed by it. But may we not admoniſh ſinners to be- laid 
ware, how they undertake ro contend with God? Do be! 
you aſk, © Who is the Lord?” It is He, who hath WWF © 
made you, and gave you to be what you are: It is He, and 
who has upheld you to this moment, and “ in whoſe feſſir 
hand your breath is:” It is He, who will ſhortly vin- I raoh 
dicate his right over you, will ſummon you to his BW have 


bar, and judge you according to your works. And 1s 
He the object of your ſcorn ? What mult be the iſſue 


if you preſume to ſtrive with Him ? 
The 
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The enmity and the rage of Pharaoh, which had 
been excited by the declaration of the Lord's meſſage, 
appeared alſo in his perſecuting ſpirit. And when 
the Lord himſelf is ſet at nought, it is no wonder that 
his ſervants are deſpiſed. Long time had the Iſraelites 
groaned under the Egyptian bondage, and all the 
power of the kingdom had been exerted to cruſh them, 
The exerciſe of their religion was denied them; and 
= now, when ſome privilege of this nature was demanded 
for them, they were oppreſſed the more. The king 
was © implacable, unmerciful.“ We ſay not, that he 
might not juſtify his conduct by political motives; 
but it is obvious that the ground of his oppoſition was 
pride and a profane contempt of God. Like other 
politicians, he pretended a regard to the public wel- 
fare, and treated the religion of the Hebrews as a vain 
and dangerous ſuperſtition, and the commiſſion of 
Moſes and Aaron as a mere pretence for their ambi- 
tion or their ſloth. They were conſidered, therefore, 
as enemies to the ſtate; and this poor enſlaved people 
were ſubjected to a more rigorous ſervitude. For he 
laid, © Ye are idle, ye are idle; Let there more work 
be laid upon the men,” 
O let us beware, leſt We betray the ſame ſcornful 
and oppreſſive ſpirit, eſpecially towards perſons pro- 
teſſing godlineſs. We poſſeſs not the power of Pha- 
rach; but are we not exerting all the influence we 
have, to prevent the true Iſrael of God from ſacrificing 
unto Him? Perhaps their ſentiments and practice 
may oppoſe our covetous or aſpiring views: and is it 
not for this cauſe that we reproach them as neglecting 
Vox, I. 5 G g their 
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their appointed work, and lay heavy burdens upon 
them? Such was the very diſpoſition of the tyrant of 
Egypt; and it was one principal reaſon, which pro- 
voked the Lord to bring down the ſevereſt calamities 
upon that whole country. Let us fear for ourſelves; 
for God will ſurely avenge the wrongs of his inſulted 
people, to the utter confuſion of their enemies. 

The two prophets of Iſtael had a ſecond and third 
audience of the king, but with no better ſucceſs. They 
performed certain miracles in his preſence, in order to 
prove their commiſſion *; but he wiſhed, or rather 
determined, not to be convinced, and therefore it 
pleaſed God, in righteous judgment on his obſtinacy, 
to furniſh him with a pretext for his incredulity. The 
Magicians were permitted to imitate ſome of the won- 
ders which had been wrought ; whence, probably, Pla- 
raoh concluded, that the two meſſengers of Heaven 
were no other than ſkilful ſorcerers, who might indeed 
have the advantage of his Magi, but had no mort 
right to dictate unto Him. On this account © his 
heart was hardened,” neither did he hearken unto 
them, but deſpiſed and inſulted them as mere pretenders 
to revelation. —Perhaps ſome modern Infidels may be 


under a ſimilar deluſion, and be given up, like Pharaoh, 


ce to believe a lic.” They are unwilling to receive the 
word of God, and ſtrive, with the utmoſt ſtretch of 
their ingenuity, to invent arguments to diſprove the 
divine authority of the ſcriptures. It is nothing ſtrange 
then, that to perſons ſo diſpoſed many objections ariſe, 


which ſeem to themſelves to juſtify their unbelicl. 


* Exod, vii. 10, &c. 
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The Lord ſuffers our integrity to be put to the teſt in 
this very way. The evidence for Chriſtianity is abun- 
dantly ſufficient to convince men of meek and upright 
minds: but we allow, that it is not of ſuch a nature 
as to force conviction upon thoſe, who ſecretly diſlike 
it, and are reſolved to reject it. © Light is come 
into the world, and men loved. darkneſs rather than 
light, becauſe their deeds were evil “.“ 

Various miracles were wrought, or rather, one plague 
after another was inflicted, in order to humble this 
proud ſinner, Every ſucceeding judgment gave freſh 
and ſtronger proof, that he was contending with a great 
God and terrible, whoſe arm none can reſiſt. By the 
moſt tremendous viſitations, the Lord made known 
his own ſovereign majeſty and invincible power, and 
demanded ſubmiſſion from the king. The calamities, 
brought upon him, were beyond meaſure afflictive; 
enough, we might have ſuppoſed, to terrify and to 
ſoften the moſt obdurate offender. The Magicians, 
after ſome ineffectual trials by their inchantments, be- 
ing baffled and confounded, acknowledged the preience. 
of God. But Pharaoh continued to harden his heart 
againſt all conviction, deſpiſed the moſt folemn warn- 
ings, with a mixture of arrogance and rage maintained 
the daring conteſt, and reſolved to hazard every con- 
ſequence, rather than yield the victory even to God 
himſelf. Nay, each judgment found him more un- 
feeling than the preceding ; at leaſt he was as far re- 
moved from real humiliation and repentance, in the 
end as at the beginning. 


* John iii. 19. 
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It is a moſt unfavourable ſign indeed, when the 
ſevereſt puniſhments produce no proper ſenſe of ſin, 
when they do not give an alarm to the conſcience, or 
force the ſinner to his knees, to cry with the moſt earneſt 
ſupplication for mercy. And how many, like Pharaoh, 
have been deaf to all the admonitions of God, both by 
the mouth of his miniſters and the ſore viſitations of his 
providence! O conſider, You children of affliction, 
what effect your ſufferings have had upon you! You 
have been tried, perhaps, by various calamities, in 


your perſons, your families, your ſubſtance ; but have 


you inquired, © Where is God my maker? Where- 
fore doth he contend with me? Or, what would He 
have me to do?” For “ ſurely it is meet to be faid 
unto God, I have borne chaſtiſement ; I will not offend 
any more. That which I ſee not, teach thou me: if 
J have done iniquity, I will do no more *.“ And are 


you ſincere in your acknowledgments of guilt, your 


profeſſions of ſorrow, and your reſolutions of amend- 
ment? It was Pharaoh's condemnation, that he har- 


dened his heart againſt all the divine corrections, and 


whatever he might pretend, never truly humbled 
himſelf under the rod. Beware, then, of ſinning 


in the ſame way, and liſten to the gracious voice of 


God in his ſevereſt diſpenſation, which calls you to 
prayer, and contrition, and repentance. Otherwiſe, 
you will have reaſon to dread fome heavier calamity, 
or, what is inexpreſſibly more terrible, you may be 
given up to utter impenitence and final obduracy, For 


® Job xxxiv. 31, 32. 
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may it not be ſaid, Why ſhould ye be ſtricken any 
more“? | | 

It may be urged perhaps, that Pharaoh felt much 
compunction, and diſcovered hopeful appearances of 
converſion, But the plea will not bear examination, 
or prove any thing in his favour, For it points him 


out as a hypocrite and a diſſembler with God: and this, 


it ſhould be remembered, is one diſtinguiſhing part of 
his character. Though he was a bold and preſumptu- 
ous offender, he was not, from the firſt, © paſt feel» 
ing;” but, on ſome occaſions at leaſt, he was brought 
under an apprehenſion of his danger, and, through 
great terror of mind, forced to confeſs his guilt, In 
ſuch cireumſtances he might have the ſemblance of a 
penitent, but he poſſeſſed not, in the ſmalleſt degree, 
any hatred of his fin, or any real. deſire to be recon- 
ciled to God, His humiliation, then, under the ſmart 
of his affliction, was all a mere pretence, the baſeſt 
diſſimulation. What will avail ſuch repentance as this? 
Let us beware, leſt we miſtake a fear of puniſhment, or 
a tranſient alarm of conſcience, for a truly humble and 
contrite ſpirit. Diſtreſs and anguiſh may conſtrain the 
moſt obdurate to cry out, as Pharaoh, © I have ſin- 
ned;” or the dread of extreme ſuffering may fill them 
with horror, and produce a partial and temporary re- 
formation, even while the heart continues totally un- 
changed and deſtitute of every haly principle. 
The inſincerity of Rharach was manifeſt in two 
inſtances, 
* Iſa. i. 5. s 
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1. He was unwilling, throughout, to ſubmit to the 
terms which God required. The divine injunction 
was, that he ſhould let Iſrael go three days journey 
into the wilderneſs, for the purpoſe of a religious fef- 
tival; to which he gave the moſt peremptory refuſal, 
J will not let Iſrael go.” But when the waters, 
through all his kingdom, were turned into blood, and 


the very river, which was idolized, was become offen- 


five; when ail habitations, not excepting his own pa- 
lace, were infeſted with frogs ; under the preſſure of 
theſe calamities he conſented for a moment to the con- 
ditions propoſed. He called for Mofes and Aaron, 


and faid, © Intreat the Lord that he may take away 


the frogs from me, and from my people ; and I will 
let the people go, that they may do facrifice unto the 
Lord *.“ But, when a reſpite came, his fears were 
diſperſed, his former principles reſumed their power, 
he revoked his permiſſion, and appeared more callous 
than before. He relented, indeed, when the whole 
country was overipread and deſolated by flies; and he 
granted leave that the Iſraelites ſhould exerciſe their 
religion. But this was not an unfeigned ſubmiſſion to 
God. He would have his own terms, and ſtood like 
one making a bargain and requiring ſome abatement, 
He inſiſted that they ſhould not depart out of his 
dominion: © Go ye, ſacrifice to your God 1 THE 


Land.” When this would not ſuffice, he allowed 


that they might go into the wilderneſs, but limited 
the diſtance; * Only ye ſhall not go very far away.“ 
Yet, partial as the conceſſion was, it was recalled upon 


„ Exod, viii. 8. N 
c 
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the removal of the plague. This baſe hypocriſy pro- 
voked the Lord to ſend a heavier judgment; for mul- 
titudes of cattle, of every kind, were deſtroyed by a 
very grievous murrain; but it had no influence upon 
the obdurate heart of the tyrant . Moſt loathſome 
and painful boils were then inflicted both on man and 
beaſt ; but the haughty monarch till refuſed to ſub- 
mit. Again he was threatened, and chaſtiſed yet 
more ſeverely. A molt tremendous ſtorm of hail, at- 
tended with uncommon thunder and lightning, laid 
waſte his whole country, and filled him with ſuch hor- 
ror, as conſtrained him to acknowledge his guilt, and 
to promiſe obedience to the divine command. But all 
this was merely the effect of terror; for, when the 
tempeſt abated, he recanted his late declarations, and 
became more obſtinate than before. Another meſſage 
ſrom God required his ſubjection ; and, upon the ex- 
poſtulation of his ſervants, he ſeemed diſpoſed to make 
ſome conceſſions ; but they were no ſooner made than 
retracted, and at length he drove away the prophets of 


- the Lord with indignation. To puniſh his impeni- 
10 tence, the plague of the locuſts was ſent, whereby his 
like kingdom was reduced to extreme diltreſs; and then 
ent. again, under the dread of utter deſtruction, he pro- 
1: felled to give up the conteſt, and ſued for mercy. He 
us a called for Moſes and Aaron in haſte: and he ſaid, © I 
wed WE f=v< fined againſt the Lord your God, and againſt 
ited i you, Now therefore forgive, 1 pray thee, my {in only 
y.” this once, and intreat the Lord your God, that he may 
non | : take away from me this death only,” The affliction 
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was. removed; and immediately he reſumed his oppo- 


ſition, and ſhewed the inſincerity of his profeſſions.— 
Again he was conſtrained to feel the mighty power of | 


God over him, and to tremble under His judgments, 
A terrible darkneſs throughout the land, for three days 
together, perplexed and affrighted him; and under this 
impreſſion he conſented, that the Ifraclites might de- 
part, and take with them their families, but ſtill infiſt. 
ed that their flocks and their herds ſhould be left be- 


hind. Here the unſoundneſs of his heart appeared, 


becauſe he would not yield without reſerve. When 
his partial conceſſions, therefore, were rejected, he 


would hear no more, but cloſed the debate by threat- 


ening the prophet of the Lord with inſtant death, if 
from that time, he ſhould ever venture into his pre- 
ſence. | 

This exhibits a very ſtriking repreſentation of the 
character of an unhumbled finner, who may be brought 
under temporary convictions, and, in a ſudden alarm of 
conſcience, may put on the ſemblance of a penitent. 
Alas, how common 1s the caſe! The Lord calls to an 
unconditional ſubmiſſion. We ſpurn at the demand; 
and, though again and again required to bow before 
Him with unfeigned ſubjection, we maintain a pre- 
ſumptuous conteſt with Him. He lays his hand upon 


us, and, by one ſevere yiſitation after another, he 


ſummons us to ſurrender. Perhaps ſome ſore affliction 
may extort a confeſſion and a kind of prayer for mercy: 
But have we not dealt deceitfully, and been guilty of 
baſe prevarications? Have we not made the moſt ſo- 
lemn vows and promiſes, raſhly and inſincerely? Have 
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we not refuſed our conſent to the terms propoſed, 
vainly expecting that God would grant us ſame relax- 
ation, and come down to our conditions? This is a 
ſure mark of hypocriſy. If every thing be not given 
up to God, and his will complied with, in one inſtance 
as well as another, there is no true reſignation of the 
ſoul; and, in ſuch a ſtare, profeſſions of regard will 


avail nothing, neither will they be laſting. Do you 


imagine, that He will accept of leſs than your whole 
hearts? No: © He is in one mind, and who can 
turn him?“ Do you plead for any prohibited indul- 
gence ; for this ſin to be retained, for that paſſion to 
be gratified ? It cannot be allowed. Do you object to 
one duty, becauſe it is inconvenient ; to another, as 
being too ſtrict, and expoſing you to many difficul- 
ties? What do you, but tread in the ſteps of Pharaoh, 
and diſcover the ſame diſſimulating temper ? Or what 
can you look for, but ſome heavier judgment, to pu- 
niſh you for your, © pride and ſtoutneſs of heart ?” 

The king of Egypt, we have ſeen, at times ac- 
knowledged his guilt; but here alſo his want of inte- 
grity appeared: for 

2. His very confeſſions were conſtrained, and of ſuch 
a ſort as to prove, that he was a ſtranger to real humi- 
liation, throughout the controverſy. He cried out in 
anguiſh, © I had ſinned; but this he did, only under 
the preſſure of affliction, or the dread of an impending 
calamity, The removal of the danger ſoon put an end 
to his pretended penitence. When reſtored to eaſe, he 
forgot his reſolutions and engagements, and returned 


to his former ſentiments, We were pleaſed to hear him 
lay, 
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fay, © I have ſinned this time; the Lord is righteous, 
and I and my people are wicked : intreat the Lord; 
for it is enough * ;”—and we were led to expect a fa- 


vourable concluſion of the conteſt, in the converſion 


of Pharaoh. But alas! how often have appearances 


: deceived us! We have ſeen perſons under heavy loſſes, 


in extreme pain, or a dangerous diſeaſe, lamenting 
their folly, making ſtrong, proteſtations of amendment, 


ſending for pious friends and miniſters, and calling 


upon them all to pray for them. Bur we have been 
diſtreſſed to find, that theſe impreſſions were ſuperficial 
and tranſient, and therefore not the effect of any good 
principle, They have been © as a morning cloud, 
and as the early dew that goeth away f. We appre- 
hend, that the approach of death, the dread of meet- 
ing an incenſed God, and of being doomed to ever- 
laſting miſery, may force many to ſpeak the language 
of penitents, which, nevertheleſs, they underſtand not, 
They retain the love of fin, and have no true know- 
ledge of its evil; but they fear puniſhmeat, and there- 
fore moſt eagerly implore deliverance. * Lord, in 
trouble have they viſited thee, they poured out a 
prayer when thy chaſtening was upon them .“ But 


all this paſſes for nothing in the court of heaven. For 


the Lord faith, © They have not cried unto me with 
their heart, when they howled upon their beds $.” 
One circumſtance deſerves our ſerious notice. Pha- 
raoh frequently beſought Moſes to intercede for him, and 
to intreat the Lord on his behalf, But we do not per- 


* Exod. ix 27, 28. I Hol. vi. 4. 
2 lia. xxvi. 16. $ Hof. vii. 14. 
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ceive, that he ever bowed his knees before God, 
or put up one petition for himſelf. And alas ! what 
avail all our confeſſions to men, or ſolicitations for - 
their help? We muſt «© make ſupplication to our 
judge; or elſe we have no proper ſenſe of our ill de- 
ſert,—Bur let not the inſtance before us diſcourage 
thoſe, who are importunately calling upon God, under 


a conviction of their exceeding guiltineſs, and who de- 
fire peace with Him above all other bleſſings. Theſe 


perſons ſubmit to their ſevereſt trials without mur- 
muring, and feel the burthen of ſia heavier than all 
other afflictions. But it is evident, that Pharaoh ſought 
deliverance from trouble, more than reconciliation with 
God, and retained, to the laſt, the ſame proud, op- 
preſſive diſpoſition, No wonder, then, that the con- 
flict iſſued in his final perdition. 

When the admonitions of conſcience are invariably 
reſiſted, and the judgments of God deſpiſed, there is 
little hope. The heart becomes more and more inſen- 


| ſible to good, and is more readily carried away by 
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n every vile affeQion : and hence thoſe, who have been * ö 

a Bl once awakened, and return to folly, are generally the 10 [ 

ut 2 moſt deſperate offenders. Very awful calamities had N | 

or been inflicted upon Pharaoh, and others were de- "ul 

th i : nounced ; but ſtill he maintained his oppoſition, in de- | 
35 fiance of all that God could do againſt him. Accord- 

a- ing to the intimation, then, which had been given, 

d RH After three preceding days of total darkneſs, the Angel 


- of the Lord went forth at midnight, and deſtroyed 
5 the firſt born of every Egyptian family *. The 


J ; - Exod. xi. 4, &c. Xil, 29, &c. — 
© conſternation, 
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conſternation, produced by this tremendous viſitation 


throughout the land, was beyond all deſcription. 
Cries of diſtreſs were. heard in every houſe; and the 
king himſelf was filled with horror and amazement. 
Then he appeared indeed to yield the conqueſt, and 
to comply with the terms propoſed. He called for 
Moſes and Aaron, whom he had a little before 
threatened with death, and even requeſted them, with 
all the congregation of Iſrael, immediately to quit the 
country (without impoſing upon them one limita- 
tion or reſtraint), and, through an impreſſion of 
terror, intreated them to bleſs him before their 
departure. Nay, to haſten their flight, both he 
and his ſubjects were urgent upon the people, 
and loaded them with the riches of the king- 
dom. Thus the tyrant was baffled, and obliged 
to give up his point ; and the God of Iſrael pre- 
vailed. 

But, though Pharaoh was defeated, his pride of 
heart was not ſubdued. As ſoon therefore as he re- 
covered from his fright, being extremely mortified for 
the diſgrace he had ſuffered, and fired with indignation 
againſt thoſe who had triumphed over him, he formed 


the ſcheme of purſuing them, that he might either 


bring them back to his dominion, or elfe wreak all 
his vengeance upon them. The ſituation of the Iſrael- 
ites alſo was ſo ordered, as to afford him hopes of 


ſucceſs: and it is a righteous thing with God, to fur- 


niſh men with opportunities of diſcovering their moſt 
corrupt diſpoſitions. As if every former conviction 
had been utterly effaced, he was led away by his im- 

| petuous 
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petuous paſſions, ambition, covetouſneſs, anger, and 
revenge. With his beſt choſen troops he followed the 
Hebrews, and preſſed upon them ſo cloſcly, that they 
were cut off from all viſible means of deliverance, and, 
probably, the infatuated King was confident of obtain- 
ing an eaſy and complete victory. But did he not 
recede, when the Lord, © with his glorious arm divid- 
ed the water,” and conducted his redeemed nation 
through the deep? Did not this ſtupendous miracle at 
laſt prove to him, that they were the immediate care 
of an almighty God, and that it were madneſs to 
carry on ſo unequal a conteſt? Alas! no evidence is 
ſufficient to convince a determined infidel, He is 
blinded by his vile affections; * a deceived heart hath 
turned him aſide.” Thus it was with Pharaoh, who 
ruſhed into the ſea, © as the horſe into the battle, 
filled with rage againſt God and his people, and vainly 
attempted to recover them out of His hand. But 
the Lord fought for Iſrael; and © by ſtrength ſhall 
no man prevail” againſt Him. The pillar and the 
cloud were a light and protection to the Iſraelites ; but 
the Egyptians were thereby troubled and diſmayed. 
They were alſo ſtopped in their progreſs, while they 
were in the middle of the channel, and confounded by 
what they ſaw or heard. At length they confeſſed 
their folly, and conſulted about retreating : but it was 
too late. The command was given for the waters to 
return to their place ; the proud rebel was vanquiſhed, 
and, with all the flower of Egypt, buried in the deep. 

So ſhall the wicked periſh in the preſence of God.“ 


In the example of Pharaoh, we have an awful repre- 
ſentation 
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ſentation of their cafe, When loud calls to repentance 
have been diſobeyed, and both the judginents and the 
mercies of God have been ineffectual to bend the ſtub- 
born heart, what is to be expected, but the moſt pre- 
ſumptuous continuance and rapid advancement in ſin, 
and, of conſequence, aggravated ruin? They will not 
turn nor fear God, though in the way of their oppo- 


ſition, nothing but final and everlaſting deſtruction 


awaits them. They ſtretch out their hand againſt 
God, and ſtrengthen themſelves againſt the Almighty *.“ 
But „ the adverſaries of the Lord ſhall be broken to 
pieces +.” We would affectionately warn them of 
thoſe floods of wrath, which will overwhelm the un- 


godly in © the bottomleſs pit.” We would addreſs , 


them with a compaſſionate importunity, © Have pity 
on your own ſouls: deſtroy not yourſelves: for why 
will ye die? Behold, the God, who is jealous of his 
honour, and is determined to take vengeance on his 
enemies, hath prepared for you the inſtruments of 
death; he hath bent his bow, and made it ready . 
O drop the vain conteſt ; throw down your arms, and 
ſurrender at diſcretion. We pray you, in Chriſt's ſtead, 
Be ye reconciled to God 8!“ 

To the whole of this hiſtory one very ſtrong objec- 


tion has been urged. We are required to juſtify the 


proceedings of God towards the rebellious king of 
Egypt, who, we are aſſured, was appointed to this 
very ſtate, © For the ſcripture ſaith unto Pharaoh, 
even for this ſame purpoſe have I raiſed thee up, that 


Job xv. 25, + 1 Sam. ii. 10. Pſal. vii. 12, 13. 
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I might -ſhew my power in thee, and that my name 
might be declared throughout all the earth *. We do 
not fay there is no difficulty in the ſubject; but, per- 
| haps, it has often been miſrepreſented and abuſed. We 
acknowledge that the judgments of God are a great 
deep, and we pretend not to fathom them: but it will 
become us, with ſerious reverence, to inquire into the 
plain aſſertions of the inſpired writers, not indulging 
a cavilling temper, on the one hand, nor on the other 
preſuming to decide magiſterially, on matters confeſſed- 
ly myſterious. tix 

It is repeatedly remarked by the ſacred hiſtorian, 
that “ the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart;” and ſuch 


a conduct is objected to, as inconſiſtent with the per- 
fections of God. For it is aſked, How can it be re- 
conciled with his holineſs, 'to repreſent Him as the 
author of ſin, producing in Pharaoh that obduracy, 


which is the laſt ſtage of human depravity ? Or how 


can it accord with his goodneſs and juſtice, to excite 
any wrong diſpoſition in the minds of ſinners, and then 
blame and puniſh them for it? 

To this we may reply; God certainly foreſaw that 
thoſe very circumſtances, which he had reſolved to 
bring about, would occaſion in Pharaoh an obſtinacy 


of ſpirit; and therefore he predicted, and, in a ſenſe, 


might be ſaid to appoint that, which was the conſe- 
quence of his diſpenſation, Whether we can under- 
ſtand it or not, God is declared to have foreknown and 
determined events and tranſactions, in which much 
wickedneſs was committed (ſuch were the treachery 
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of Judas, and the crucifixion of the Saviour); and yet G 
as the free agency of the offenders was not, in any tl 
meaſure, affected, ſo neither was their guilt at all leſ- ag 
ſened, by his preſcience or decree concerning them. 
« Truly the Son of Man goeth as it was determined: di 
but wo unto that man, by whom he is betrayed “. — P 
« Him, being delivered by the determinate counſel | ſn 
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by m 
wicked hands have crucified and ſlain,” | fa 
But we may aſk, What is meant by the objection, ſti 
that God is hereby repreſented as © the author of fin Þ ?” A 
If it be ſo explained, as if He were the agent or doer oy 
of any wicked thing, we reject the ſuppoſition with he 
abhorrence, ſince it would be a blaſphemous re- rig 
proach to his character. But if it implies only, that to 
He permits, or does not prevent, the tranſgreſſion of ve 
his own law, and at the ſame time, for wiſe and holy O. 
purpoſes, ſo diſpoſes of events, that ſin will certainly he 
follow, if men are not forcibly reſtrained; this we is. 
apprehend, will not, cannot be denied, for it is mani- 
feſtly a part of his adminiſtration, . as appears from the cia 
whole courſe of his providence. Nor can the conduct abi 
of the moral governor of the world be juſtly cenſured Le 
on this account, ſince we maintain that he never in- ma 
fuſed a bad thought or principle into the mind of any ob 
one. In ſuch a ſenſe, he could not harden Pharaoh's the 
heart, for he tempteth no man to ſin 8d. But in ten 
the language of ſcripture, He is ſaid to do, what he ſev 
ſuffers to be done: and accordingly it is declared, that ; rac 
* Luke xxii. 22. f + Acts ii. 23. 


3 Edwards on the freedom of the will. 5 James i. 13. 
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Cod moved David to number Iſrael, though, in ano- 
ther place, this is aſcribed to Sauly as he eee 
agent *. 

We have dy mh that He * ſuch 
diſpenſations, as He knew beforehand would encourage 
Pharaoh to perſiſt in his daring oppoſition; and it 
ſhould be remembered, that, in order to make men 
moſt obdurate in wickedneſs, nothing more is neceſ- 
ſary, than that God ſhould leave them to the unre- 
ſtrained influence of their own turbulent paſſions; 
And Who ſhall obje& to this? Is not His grace his 
own? Or ſhall we preſcribe unto Him, when and 
how He muſt communicate this grace? Is there un- 
righteouſneſs with Him, if He withdraw that aſſiſtance, 
to which we have no claim, and which alone will pre- 
vent us from running into all miquity with greedineſs ? 
Or is He to be charged with all our depravity, becauſe 
he is pleaſed to afford us opportunities of ſhewing r 
is in our nature? 

The obduracy of ſinners is often ſpoken of as judi- 
cial; but that is only, where mercies have been long 
abuſed, and admonitions have proved ineffectual. The 
Lord hath ſaid, © My Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with 
man :“ and when He departs they become inflexibly 
obſtinate in all evil 1. Yet even this ſtate of mind, 
though appointed as a judgment for former impeni- 
tence, is highly ſinful in itſelf, and juſtly deſerves the 
ſevereſt puniſhment. Such appears to have been Pha- 
raoh's caſe; for, according to the hiſtory, he had 


2 2 Sis: xxiv. 1. 1 Chron. xxl. 1. + Gen. vi. 3. 
t See Pſal. lxxxi. 12. Acts vii. 42. Rom, i. 24—28, 
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openly defied the Lord God of Faun before his heart 
was hardened by Him. oO 

Upon the whole, the example was deſigned t to . 
niſh us with moſt important inſtructions. Pharaoh 
was raiſed to ſuch an eminence of rank, and ſuf- 
fered to carry on the conteſt to ſuch a length, that it 
might be more clearly manifeſt, that © the heart of the 
ſons of men is full of evil, and madneſs is in their 
heart *,” We behold in the wicked tyrant of Egypt, 
what baſeneſs we are all capable of commitring. Shall 
we not, then, dread that ſentence, & Let them alone,” 
more than any other; and pray that God would never 
leave us nor forſake us, leſt We alſo, as Pharaoh, 
give a like awful proof of the extreme depravity of our 
nature ?—Have we been preſerved from this ſtate ? 
And are we now poſſeſſed of a tenderneſs of conſcience, 
and drawn to God by the gracious influences of his 
Spirit? O what do we owe to our heavenly Bene- 


factor! Or how ſhall we expreſs our gratitude! Let 


all glory be aſcribed ro Him, who hath taken us out of 
the world, to be a people for his name! 

Nothing, that has been here advanced, ſhould diſ- 
courage the awakened and humbled penitent. Many 
fincere perſons are diſtreſſed by the fear of reſembling 
Pharaoh, at the very time they exhibit the ſtrongeſt 
evidence, that their character is moſt oppoſite. We 
aſk, then, Do you mourn before God, for your paſt 
rebellion againſt Him ? Do you hate every falſe way ? 
Do you unfeignedly deſire to be reconciled to God? 
And are you willing to ſubmit to His terms? Then 


* Eccleſ. ix. 3. 
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be not terrified : Pharaoh's caſe is not your'ss You 
are hot given up to final impenitence; for the impreſ- 


ſions you now have upon your minds are a favourable 
ſign of a good influence. Only be afraid of reſiſting 


your preſent convictions : © quench not the Spirit; 


but yield yourſelves obedient to his guidance. 

The inſtance before us ſeems more eſpecially ad- 
dreſſed to preſumptuous offenders. And are there 
not thoſe amongſt vs, who, with' as much rage as 
Pharaoh, continue to fight againſt God, and bid 
defiance to the Omnipotent himſelf? We intreat 
them to pauſe, and to conſider what the ifſue of ſuch 
a conteſt muſt be. What was the conſequence, when 
ce there was war in heaven?” The Angels, who 
were great in might, were vanquiſhed, and © caſt 
into a lake of fire,” What advantage did Pharaoh 
gain, by his daring obſtinacy in oppoling the purpoſes 
of God? *Alas! by every effort, which he made, he 
did but wound himſelf, and haſten his own deſtruction. 
Shall we, then, © provoke the Lord to jealouſy ? Are 
we ſtronger than He?” 

Sinners preſume upon the mercy of God, as if 
he would never puniſh. But has he not already, by 


various examples, diſplayed the terrors of his juſtice? 


The univerſal deluge, —the conflagration of Sodom 
and Gomorrah,—and the entire overthrow of Pha- 
raoh and his numerous hoſt, — are all ſo many proofs. 
that the Lord is a righteous God, who cannot bear 
iniquity. © Sentence againſt an evil work is not exe- 
cuted ſpeedily * :”” but, in order that it may be known, 


* Ecclef. viii. 11, 
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ce there is a God that judgeth in the earth“, He has, 
at different times, arreſted ſome bold offenders, and 
exhibited them as public monuments of his vengeance. 
To this end, he is pleaſed, in general, to ſelect thoſe 
only, who are of moſt abandoned characters; though 
every tranſgreſſor is liable to his wrath. For this 
cauſe he raiſed up Pharaoh,” and glorified himſelf in 
the deſtruftion of that arrogant ſinner. By and by 
he will give to aLL © according to their works,” and 


will be honoured in the final perdition of thoſe, who 


refuſe to ſubmit to his grace. Nor will any of them, 
who periſh, be able to caſt upon Him the blame of 
their {in and ruin; but all muſt confeſs at the laſt 
ſolemn day, © Righteous art thou, O Lord, and juſt 
are thy judgments ! For the preſent, He is patient 
towards the moſt rebellious, and © endures them with 
much long-ſuftering;” and when he ſhall ariſe to 
condemn the impenitent and unbelieving, every mouth 
ſhall be ſtopped. Long has he borne with our per- 
verſeneſs: let us no more deſpiſe the riches of his 
mercy; but may his goodneſs effectually lead us to 
"repentance | | | 

|  * Pal. Ivitj. 11. 
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Balaam exhibits the bad effects of covetouſneſs—eminent 
for wiſdom—invited by Balak to curſe Tſrael—refuſed 
at firſt, afterwards ftaggered—aſted leave of God— 
went—ſtopped by an Angel, and rebuked—proceeded— 
conſtrained to bleſs Iſrael, and propheſy of the Saviour — 
laid ſnares for the Iſraelites, and died fightin g 4 gainſt 
them. 


Tana is not, perhaps, a more prevailing paſſion 


in the human mind, nor one, which is the occaſion 
of more ſin or miſery, than an eager attachment to 
worldly gain. And yet ſew ſeem to apprehend its evil 
or its danger. For do not almoſt all look to their 
own advantage, and ſeek, by every poſſible method, 
to aggrandize themſelves? And hence, what rapine, 
fraud, and oppreſſion, what envy, ſtrife, and reſent- 
ment, obtain amongſt men; and what dreadful confu- 
ſion do theſe produce in ſociety! As friends, there- 
fore, to the temporal intereſt of our fellow creatures, 
we would earneſtly intreat them to beware of covet- 
ouſneſs; but we would enforce the caution, more 
eſpecially, from a regard to their eternal happineſs. 


For an ardent thirſt after ſecular emoluments has ever 


been the moſt effectual hinderance to the progreſs of 
true religion. Alas! there are thouſands around us, who 
willingly renounce the divine favour and the joys of 


heaven, for the uncertain proſpect of ſecuring to them- 
Hh 3 ſelves 
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ſelves alittle « filthy lucre.“ Various are the inſtances, 

recorded in ſcripture, of thoſe, who, having once ex- 
| hibit#d the moſt promiſing appearances of real piety, 
were betrayed into the baſeſt conduct, and hurried 
on to final perdition, by this vile affeftion, Moſt 
ſtrongly, then, are we warned againſt it from the awful 
caſes of many hypocrites and apoſtates : and it becomes 
us, ſurely, to learn wiſdom from the miſcarriages of 
others. They that will be rich fall into temptation, 
and a ſnare, and into many fooliſh and hurtful luſts, 
which drown men in deſtruction and perdition, For 
the love of money is the root of all evil: which while 
ſome coveted after, they haye erred from the faith, 
and pierced themſelves through with many ſorrows *.“ 
Of the ſame ſort is the deſcription of St. Peter: 
« they have forſaken the right way, and are gone 
aſtray, following the way of Balaam the ſon of Boſor, 
who loyed the wages of unrighteouſneſs ; but was re- 
buked for. his iniquity : the dumb aſs, ſpeaking with 
man's voice, forbad the madneſs of the prophet f.“ 

In the latter paſſage we have a comment, by an in- 
ſpired writer in the new teſtament, on a character de- 
lineated in the old: an infamous character, all, who ſe- 
riouſly examine, will allow it to be; and yet it may 
ſeem to include in it a ſtrange medley of inconſiſtencies, 
The Apoſtle will guide us in our inquiries concerning 
this very ſingular example, and ſhew us from what prin- 
ciples a ſyſtem of conduct the moſt deteſtable origi- 
nated. In Balaam we perceive a man, poſſeſſed, in 
ſome meaſure at leaſt, of right notions of religion, 


* 1 Tim, vi, 9, 10, + 2 Pet. ü. 15, 16. 
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who, under an awful impreſſion of the. fear of God, 
diſcovered many ſtrong convictions and deſires of the 

beſt kind, and who was favaured not only with eminent 

abilities, but with © viſions and revelations of the 

Lord ;” who yet, through the influence of the accurſed 

paſſion of covetouſneſs, oppoſed the cleareſt dictates of 
his conſcience, and the expreſs commands of God, pur- 

ſued the purpoſe of iniquity with cool deliberation, en- 

deavoured by baſe artifices to obtain a licence to ſin, 

and periſhed at laſt among the enemies of God. Re- 

markable as this character may appear, we ſhall find 
it, with ſome ſmall difference of circumſtances, to be a 

common one in the world. It will be incumbent 

upon all, while they are warned of that dangerous 

principle, by which Balaam was infatuated, to “ be- 

ware leſt they alſo be led away with the error of the 
wicked,” | 1 

Years beſore Balaam, it ſhould ſrem, was eminent 
Ohritt, 1452 among the eaſtern nations, even to a conſide- 


rable diſtance, for his ſkill and abilities in the art of 


divination. We inquire not of what nature that prac- 
tice was, but it is clear, that, through the blindneſs of 


ſuperſtition, he gained an extenſive reputation, and 


was much conſulted and revered as a ſoothſayer, or 
magician. He is introduced to our notice in the 
hiſtory of the Iſraelites, upon the concluſion of their 
pilgrimage in the wilderneſs. When they were arrived 

at the plains of Moab, Balak, the king of that coun- 
try, terrified at their approach, and, apprehending the 


worſt conſequences to himſelf and his people, began 


to conſider what defence could be made . But be- 


Num. xxil. 1, &c. 
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fore the force of arms was tried, he was deſirous to 
draw down a bleſſing on himſelf, and a curſe upon 
his enemies, by the incantations of Balaam, whom he 


held in the higheſt eſtimation, and whoſe prayers and 


imprecations, he thought, would be effeftual. This 
indeed was conformable to the ancient cuſtom, which 
prevailed in many nations, of uſing certain religious 
rites, at the beginning of a war, in order to devote 
their adverſaries to deſtruction. 

Balaam, therefore, though far diſtant, was ſolicited 
by large offers of money to come and practiſe his art; 
and much was expected from his ſuppoſed knowledge, 
ſanctity, and prevalency with Heaven. The rewards 
propoſed for this ſervice were a ſtrong temptation, 
eſpecially to one of his diſpoſition ; yet he preſumed 
not to promiſe a compliance with the invitation, till 
he had conſulted the will of God, by which alone he 
declared that he would be determined, By what par- 


ticular method Balaam intended to aſk, or hoped to 


receive, direction from above, we are not informed: 
but it pleaſed God to interpoſe, as in frequent in- 
ſtances He has done, to reveal his mind even to a 
wicked perſon. A clear and expreſs anſwer was given 
to the magician; Thou ſhalt not go with the men; 
thou ſhalt not curſe the people; for they are bleſſed.” 
Balaam, therefore, preremptorily refuſed ta viſit the 
king of Moab; and the meſſengers were diſmiſſed. 
So far all appears fair; and, merely from this rela- 
tion, we ſhould ſuſpect nothing wrong in the character 
before us, | | 
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But a ſecond attempt was made, which proved more 
ſucceſsful. Perhaps the weakneſs of the man was 
underſtood, for Balak, in his next application, had 
a particular view to Balaam's mercenary diſpoſition, 
as he offered him larger preſents. An embaſly was 
diſpatched, with a deſign to flatter his pride, as well 
as to work upon his avarice. A more numerous 
company, and thoſe too of exalted rank, intreated 
his attendance, and urged their requeſt by promiſes of 
great preferment, of riches and honour, to the utmoſt 
extent of his wiſhes. His firſt anſwer to this propoſal 
might lead us to think him firm and diſintereſted; 
and we might be ready to admire his unſhaken in- 
tegrity, and contempt of filthy lucre, while we obſerve 
his reply, © If Balak would give me his houſe full of 
ſilver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the 
Lord my God, to do leſs or more.” But being 
unwilling to forego all theſe advantages, he began to 
waver, becauſe © his heart went after his covetouſ- 
neſs.” He, therefore, deſired leave to deliberate, and 
he would conſult the Lord again; or, in other words, 
he hoped that it might be made conſiſtent with his 
duty, or that permiſſion might be granted him, to 
go and pronounce an imprecation upon the Iſrael- 
ites. | 
Here, then, the maſk drops off, and the unſound- 
neſs of his heart is diſcovered, His very heſitation 
on ſo plain a point implied a want of principle, a 
ſecret reſerve, and duplicity of mind. He ought to 
have rejected the offer with diſdain, and immediately 
to have diſmiſſed the ambaſſadors, however reſpect- 
_— 
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able they might be. For why. ſhould he doubt, or 
ſeek direction from God a ſecond time, when ſo clear 
and peremptory an anſwer had been already given ? 
It appears, that, with- all his knowledge, he had 
formed mean and diſhonourable conceptions of the 
divine nature. What! ſhall the Eternal God change 
His purpoſe ; or, to gratify the ambition or the avarice 
of an hypocrite, ſuffer thoſe to be curſed, whom he 
had a little before declared to be bleſſed? Or, what 
buſineſs have we to deliberate, when our duty has 
been once determined? If we would maintain and 
prove our integrity, we muſt put away with abhor- 
rence. the very firſt diſpoſition to ſin, If we begin 
to. dally with temptation, our enemy has gained an 
advantage, and it is probable we ſhall be overcome, 
for we are willing to yield. And if we caſt about 
for pretences to do that, which we know to be wrong, 
what wonder if we be left to our own way, and then 
prevail upon ourſelves to think it right? | 
Accordingly, Balaam obtained the leave which he 
had deſired. The Lord permitted him, if called on, 
to go with the ambaſſadors upon this infamous ſervice, 
{till charging him to act agreeably to the directions 
he ſhould receive. It is obvious, that the allowance 
was granted in diſpleaſure : as God ſpeaks concern- 
ing the Jews, who had caſt off his government, and 
eagerly ſolicited a ruler to be placed over them, like 
the other nations of the world, © I gave thee a king 
in mine anger “. let us pray, that we may 
not be abandoned to the devices of our own hearts; 
and therefore, that God would defeat our purpoſes, 


5 Hoſ. xili. 11. 
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and obſtruct our path, rather than ſuffer us to take 
one ſtep contrary to his will! But if we are ſecretly 
wiſhing for a licence to gratify a proud, covetous, 


luſtful, or malicious diſpoſition, it matters not that 


we conſult God, or profeſs a determination to do as 
He would have us; for ſo did Balaam. With ſuch 
a temper, not the moſt conſtant attention to the forms 
of religion, not the ſtrongeſt pretences to fervency in 
devotion, will avail any thing. Reſpecting men of this 
character, the Lord God faith, © Should I be inquired 
of at all by them“? Or, agreeably to his conduct 
in the inſtance we are conſidering, He may grant 
them the permiſſion they deſire; as if, to ſatisfy their 
hypocritical ſcruples, He ſhould reply, © Go, and 


act as you pleaſe ; it ſhall be according to your own 


mind.“ gk 4 
Balaam readily catched at the opportunity offered 
him; for, without waiting to be called, he roſe up in 
haſte, probably big with the expectations of preferment, 
and accompanied the princes of Moab to their own land. 
But behold, he was ſuddenly ſtopped upon the road: 
for the Lord would not ſuffer him to proceed with- 
out a ſignal teſtimony of his diſpleaſure. © God's 
anger was kindled, becauſe he went : and the Angel of 
the Lord ſtood in the way for an adverſary againſt 
him .“ After violent and fruitleſs efforts to puſh 
forward the beaſt, upon which he rode, © he was re- 
buked for his iniquity : the dumb aſs, ſpeaking with 
man's voice, forbad the malineſs of the prophet F.” 
This was a ſtriking appearance, a moſt ſingular mi- 


* Exck, xiv, 3. 1 Num, xxil. 22, 1 2Per. ii. 16. 
racle 
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racle indeed. An animal, of all others the moſt ſtupid, 
was made uſe of, to reprove the wiſe of the earth. 
Still he was intent upon purſuing his journey, till & the 
Lord opened his eyes, and he ſaw the Angel of the 
Lord ſtanding in the way, and his ſword drawn in 
his hand,” as if prepared to "deſtroy him. And the 
Angel ſaid, Behold, I went out to withſtand thee, 
becauſe thy way is perverſe before me.” The dread 
of ſuch an enemy, armed with vengeance, ſtruck him 
to the ground, and extorted from him a confeſſion of 
his guilt, and a conditional propofal of quitting his 
purpoſe : I have ſinned: now therefore if it diſpleaſe 
thee, I will get me back again.” In this pretended 
humiliation it appeared, that he was unwilling to re- 
nounce the object before him, as if he were ſtill aſking 
leave to go forward. Why elſe ſhould he reply, „If 
it diſpleaſe thee ?? Could it be a matter of doubt, 
when the Lord had fo expreſsly declared his anger 


againſt him? Permiſſion, therefore was granted him, 


as before; his way was no longer © fenced up that he 
could not paſs; but he was told that he might pro- 
ceed according to his defire. At the ſame time he was 
warned, that his hopes of promotion might be diſap- 
pointed, inaſmuch as a reſtraint would be laid upon 
him, and words put into his mouth. With fuch an 
allowance, then, he proſecuted his journey. 

Ah! how many, like Balaam, cry out © T have 
ſinned,” through the dread of: puniſhment, while they 
ſee the flaming ſword of juſtice ready to ent them 
down! How many promiſe amendment, it they cannot 
be ſaved without it, and teltity, by their helitaucn, 

| that 
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that the love of ſin retains its full power within them 
They. ſay perhaps, I will get me back again,” but 
their hearts are-unchanged, becauſe they ſtill deliberate 
about the neceſſity of quitting their evil courſes, and, 
if all prohibitions. were removed, would gladly purſue 


their iniquity. 


It is inquired; What blame was chene in Balaam, 
ſince he acted agreeably to the leave that was given 
him? The ſame that there is in drunkards and adul- 
terers, when they greedily run after their reſpective 
ſchemes of villany, againſt the convictions of their 
own minds, and obſtinately continue therein, ſo long 
as the Lord puts no reſtraints upon them. They 
are allowed to do as they pleaſe: that is, God will 
not force them to abandon their wicked purpoſes; but 
He has ſufficiently manifeſted his diſapprobation; and 
their fin is not the leſs heinous, if He does not inter- 
poſe to prevent 4% 

Tet in Balaam we do not diſcover, at the firſt, an 
avowed contempt of God. He probably flattered 
himſelf that he was upright, becaufe he ſtill profeſſed 
a reſolution of not going contrary to his duty. When 
the king of Moab met him, he declared with great 
firmneſs, © Lo, I am come unto thee: have I now 
any power at all to ſay any thing? The word that 
God putteth in my mouth, that ſhall I ſpeak.” Many 
coſtly ſacrifices were offered up, and various prepara- 
tions made, to propitiate the God of Iſrael, who con- 
deſcended to vifit Balaam, and ſuggeſted the propheti- 
cal ſpeech he was to utter“. Nor did the Magician 


* Num, xxlii. 1, &c: 


prevaricate, 
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prevaricate, or conceal the meſſage, which it pleaſed 
God to ſend by im. He returned to Balak, and 
pronounced a benediction, not a curſe, upon Iſrael, 
expreſſing his moſt carneſt deſire, that © he might die 
the death of the righteous, and that his laſt end might 
be like his.” | | 

Some of theſe circumſtances ſeem to repreſent him 
in a favourable light. But why did he not immedi- 
ately quit the horrid purpoſe, and ſtart with abhorreace 
from any further attempts of imprecating evil upon 
the people, whom God had again affirmed to be the 
people of his choice, and the objects of his love? 
Herein the hypocrite is detected. He was willing to 
keep fair with Balak, that he might yet receive from 
him © the wages of unrighteouſneſs; and therefore, 
though conſtrained to confeſs the bleſſedneſs of Iſrael, 
to admire, and praiſe, and envy them, he ſet himſelf, 
at the requeſt of the king, to ſeek: for enchantments 
againſt them. This was none other than the moſt 
impious mockery of God, under the pretence of con- 
ſulting his will. For what did he, but ſtrive, by one 
method after another, to find that to be conſiſtent with 
his duty, which, he was aſſured, was moſt diſpleaſing 
to God? With a ſemblance of devotion (ſor he offered 


ſacrifices, and retired in order to meet the Lord) he 


was ſoliciting permiſſion to curſe thoſe, whom he knew 
to be the favourites of Heaven, that he might not 
de diſappointed of his own covetous and ambitious 
deſigns. | 

This is indeed a deteſtable, yet not an uncommon, 
character. Many, who would ſtart back with horror 
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from an avowed determination to fin, and who profeſs: 
an-unſhaken reſolution to obey the divine command, 
whatever it may be, yet ſceretly wiſh for opportuni- 
ties of "gratifying their ungodly deſires, and exerciſe 
their ingenuity to make ſuch a licence appear law- 
ful. Various pleas are urged, to juſtify that which 
the mind is ſet upon. Though the thing itſelf be 
clearly forbidden, and acknowledged to be wrong, yet 
it is alleged, We are under peculiar circumſtances 
of temptation;— In our caſe it may be allowable, at 
leaſt for a particular purpoſe, to tranſgreſs; and no 
bad conſequences, perhaps, may enſue; — we aſk for 
the liberty only on this occaſion; - and, if we ſhould 
be blamable, our future life will ſufficiently atone for 
it,” What paltry excuſes are theſe ! And yet theſe, or 
ſuch as theſe, are offered continually, 1n order to vin- 
dicate or extenuate acts of oppreſſion, intemperance, 
uncleanneſs, and other vile practices. But ſurely they 
betray an unſound heart, deſtitute of every good 
principle. * 

Both the Magician, and the kind who conſulted 
him, were confounded in their ſchemes and expecta- 
tions “. Enchantments were tried in vain. The Lord 
God declared again and again, by the mouth of the 
ſoothſayer, that Iſrael was bleſſed, and conſtrained him 
to confirm the benediction; till Balak's anger was 
kindled, and he cried out, with marks of vehement 


indignation, © I called thee to curſe mine enemies, and, 


behold, thou haſt altogether bleſſed them theſe three 
times. Therefore now flee thou to thy place: I 


Num. xxiv. 1, &e. 


thought 
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thought to promote ther unto great honour; but, lo, 
the Lord hath kept thee back from ' honour.” This 


was, evidently, a ſore diſappointment to Balaam; and 


yet he was compelled to perſevere in admiring the 
happineſs of Iſrael, and, under the powerſul influence 
of the Spirit of prophecy, he foretold the future pro- 
ſperity and extenſive dominion of that people. In 
theſe predictions, among other very intereſting and 


diſtant events in the Jewiſh: hiſtory, / we meet with 


a clear declaration of the coming of our glorious 
Redeemer (under the deſcription of *“ the Star of 
Jacob and the Sceptre of Iſrael”), and of the-ſpiri- 
tual kingdom, which He would eſtabliſh in the 


earth, to the utter deſtruction of all who ſhould reſiſt 


him *. Ee | 5 1410 | 
BE | Do 
„ | ſhall ſee him, but not now; I ſhall behold him, but not 
nigh ; there ſhall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre ſhall riſe 
out of Iſrael, and ſhall ſmite the corners of Moab, and deſtroy all 
the children of Sheth. And Edom ſhall be a poſſeſſion : Seir alſo 
ſhall be a poſſeſſion for his enemies; and Iſrael ſhall do valiantly. 
Out of Jacob ſhall come He that ſhall have dominion, and ſhall 
deſtroy him that remaineth of the city.“ Num. xxiv. 17—19. 
This paſſage, in its primary and literal meaning, intimates, that 
from the people of Iſrael ſhould ariſe a mighty Prince, who would 
obtain an entire conqueſt and bear rule over the kingdoms of Moab 
and Edom ; and it was fulfilled in David; for it is expreſsly re- 
corded of him, that he finally ſubdued thoſe nations, 2 Sam, viii. 
2, 14. But, inats full import, it has invariably been conſidered as 
referring to that illuſtrĩious Perſonage, of whom David was a type 
and a progenitor. This explanation is perfectly conſonant to many 
other prophecies concerning the Saviour, which, in ſimilar lan- 
guage, deſcribe Him as acquiring dominion over heathen countries, 
and deſtroying the enemies of his Church : and it is obſervable 


that, in ſeveral of theſe ancient predictions, ſome particular op- 
pPoſers, 
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Do we wonder at all this? It was certainly ſpoken 
contrary to the purpoſe of the Sorcerer, and is to be 
accounted for only by the immediate. interpoſition of 
God, for the manifeſtation of his own glory. Nor is 
it an uncommon caſe for wicked men to act in con- 
tradiction to their wiſhes, through an awful impreſſion 
of the fear of God, and in ſuch a way as to ſhew, that 
they are under His irreſiſtible reſtraint. Their con- 
ſciences will often compel them to abandon their 
ſchemes, and to ſteer a courſe totally oppoſite to 
what they had at firſt deſigned, Or, the apprehen- 
ſions of God's wrath will force them, for a time, 
into a kind of feigned obedience. To theſe principles 


poſers, as the Moabites and Edomites, are put for“ the adverſa- 
ries of the Lord” in general. Pſ. ii. 8; Ixxii. 8; ex. 6; Iſa. 
xi. 143 XXV. 10. g ; 

Jeſus, then, is © the Star” which Balaam foretold; the bright 
and morning Star,” which, © through the tender mercy of our God 
hath viſited us;” Luke i. 78; Rev. xxii. 16: and to Him allo 
ce the Sceptre” of univerſal government is committed.“ He ſhall 
have dominion ;”* for“ He muſt reign till he bath put all enemies 
under his feet; 1 Cor. xv. 25, Balaam looked forward to the 
time af his coming, which is uſually called, as here, verſe 14, 
te the latter days; and concerning Him he ſaid, ** I ſhall ſee 
him, but not now; I ſhall bzho!d him, but not nigh; which might 
intimate, that His appearance was far removed, and that he ſhould 
ſee Him only by the Spirit of prophecy, But it may alſo refer to 
the ſecond advent of the Saviour, when indeed both Balaam and 
every deſpiſer of His grace * ſhall ſee him” in his glory, — 
* ſhall behold him, but not nigh;“ for they ſhall be driven out 
from him with ſhame and confuſion, and“ be puniſhed with 
everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power.” ö i 


Vol. I. I i 


we 
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we aſcribe the formalities of devotion, and the painful 
auſterities, which ſome practiſe, while, in fact, they 
diſlike the whole buſineſs of religion. They will fre- 
quently bear an honourable teſtimony to the Iſrael of 
God, and ſtand up in defence of the truth, even fo as 
to ſubject themſelves to much perſecution for it, and 
yet remain ſtrangers to its influence, and averſe from 
its holy precepts. | 
It is not, therefore, a ſufficient evidence of any real 


integrity in Balaam, that he ſpoke well of the people 


of God, and envied their happineſs; that, in the 
views of death, he was more eſpecially defirous to be 
numbered with them; or that he received divine com- 
munications, “heard the words of God, knew the 
knowledge of the moſt High, and ſaw the viſions of 
the Almighty;“ or even, that he could deſcribe the 
character and offices of the great Redeemer. For all 
this is very conſiſtent with an unrenewed heart, and 
with a fixed, habitual love- of ſin. There are not a 
few, who are determined to hold faſt their iniquity, 
and yet entertain a ſtrong regard for truly pious per- 
ſons. They dare not, indeed, ſeparate themſelves 
from the world, like the faithful ſervants of Chriſt, 
whom they revere; but when they think of dying, and 
of entering on an eternal ſtare, they would gladly part 
with all, to be found in the company and the condi- 
tion of the righteous. This deſire, however, has not- 
an abiding influence upon them; for they obſtinately 
perſiſt in their covetous or ſenſual purſuits. Their 
convictions, then, of what is right will not excuſe their 
conduct, 
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conduct, 5 rather, aggravate their ** and make 


their caſe more hopeleſs. 
From the example before us we may alſo ons that 
we may have ſome proper notions of religion, and be 


able to give good advice to others, without receiving 
any real benefit ourſelves. For, though we ſpeak of 


Balaam as a Magician, he profeſſed, it ſhould ſeem, 


to worſhip the true God, but with a mixture of ſuper- 
ſtitious and profane arts. The prophet Micah informs 
us, that he preached to Balak concerning the inſuffici- 
ency of all external rites and ſacrifices, and the neceſ- 


ſity of unfeigned and practical godlineſs *. The king 


of Moab, we are told, inquired what kind of ſervice 
would be pleaſing to God, and ſuppoſed that ſome 


coſtly expiations, or ceremonial methods of recom- 


mendation, would anſwer the purpoſe. But Balaam, 


like a faithful preacher of righteouſneſs, inſtructed him, 


that God demands from us ſomething of greater value 
than all theſe, and that no offerings can avail any 
thing without a conſtant obedience, eſpecially in the 
imporcant duties of juſtice, mercy, and genuine humi- 
lity before God: © He hath ſhewed thee, O man, 


what is good: and what doth the Lord require of thee, 


but to do juſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God ?“ We doubt not, that there 
are many alſo among ourſelves, who may be able to 


deſcribe the nature of ſound religion, and to make 


* Mie. vi. 5—8. 
+ In vindication of this expoſition of the paſſage, the Author 
refers to Biſhop Butler's ingenious ſermon on the character of 
Balaam. | 5 
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nice and accurate diſtinctions in its doctrines, while they 


detect the ignorance and groſs miſtakes of others, and 


yet feel nothing in themſelves of the influence of real 
piety. For it ſhould be remembered, that godlineſs 
conſiſts, not ſo much in a well-digeſted ſyſtem of right 


notions, as in holy and ſpiritual affections, regulating 


the whole conduct. 

It may be thought ſtrange, that God ſhould reveal 
himſelf to a wicked man; yet it is obvious, that by 
this interpoſition He made his power known,” in a 
very eminent degree, and ſpread among the nations the 


terror of his people. Nor is it a ſingular caſe. Many, 


beſides Balaam, have ſeen viſions, poſſeſſed miraculous 
gifts, and inſtructed others 1n their duty, who were 
never reconciled to God. © Saul alſo was among the 
prophets.” Judas, that infamovs traitor, who in the 
leading feature of his character reſembled Balaam, was 
a preacher of the goſpel, wrought miracles, and might, 
probably, be the inſtrument of bringing ſinners to the 
knowledge of the Saviour, Many likewiſe will plead in 
the laſt awful day, before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 


ec Lord, Lord, have we not propheſied in thy name? 


and in thy name have caſt out devils? and in thy name 
done many wonderful works?” To whom the Judge 
will anſwer, © I never knew you: depart from me, ye 
that work iniquity “.“ 

This, therefore, ſtands as a ſolemn admonition to 
all who profeſs Chriſtianity, that they truſt not to any 
formalities in religion, which they may practiſe, to any 
privileges with which they may be favoured, or to any 


Matt. vii. 22, 23. 415 
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diſcernment or abilities which may procure them eſteem. 
and admiration. Ah! what will thele profit us, if we 
be proud, covetous, ſenſual, or malicious; if © our 
hearts be not right in the ſight of God?“ It is poſſible, 
that we may poſſeſs thoſe gifts and faculties, which 
will be a benefit to others, while, through our own 
perverſeneſs, they prove a curſe to ourſelves. Vain 
would be the boaſt of viſions and revelations from 
heaven : for theſe are no more than Balaam had; and 
yet he remained a ſlave to one of the vileſt-paſſionsy 
and, with inflexible obſtinacy, againſt all his own con- 
victions and the ſolemn warnings he had received, 
continued to oppoſe the cauſe of God. This will be 
more evident from conſidering the ſequel of the hiſ- 
tory. 

Though his ſchemes by enchantment failed, and he 
was conſtrained to pronounce the divine benediction 
upon Ifrael, he was [till unwilling, it ſhould ſeem, to 
abandon the flattering proſpect of preferment, and 
therefore caſt about for ſome other way, in which he 
might gratify the king of Moab, and accompliſh his 
wicked purpoſe. Herein he ſucceeded more effectu- 
ally, and betrayed a more thoroughly depraved diſpo- 
ſition, than if he had curſed the Ifraclites by any form 
of imprecation, which could have been deviſed. No 
malediction from him could have been any real injury 
to them, ſince God had declared His bleſſing, and 
would not reverſe it But Balaam contrived, with di- 
abolical ſubtlety and malice, to ſeduce them into the 
practice of iniquity, well knowing that God was their 
ſtrength, and that nothing but ſin could ſeparate them 

Ii 3 from 
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from Him. The young Moabitiſh women, being in- 
ſtructed by his advice to lay ſnares for the men of 
Iſrael, allured them to the commiſſion of lewdneſs, and 
then of idolatry. The conſequences were moſt awful 
indeed; and we are expreſsly aſſured, that Balaam was 
the main inſtrument in planning and promoting the 
horrid buſineſs “. 

Ah! how many, of moſt eminent character, have 
fallen by the enticements of immodeſt women! We 
have another lamentable inſtance of the dreadful ef- 
fects of incontinency, in Solomon, who therefore warns 
us from his own painful experience, The lips of a 


ſtrange woman drop as an honey-comb, and her mouth 


is ſmoother than oil: but her end is bitter as worm- 
wood, ſharp as a two-edged ſword: Let not thine 
heart decline to her ways, go not aſtray in her paths: 
For ſhe hath caſt down many wounded, yea many 
ſtrong men have been ſlain by her: Her houſe is the 
way to Hell, going down to the chambers of death .“ 
If We, then, would eſcape the danger, we muſt 
not only © flee fornication,” but avoid the company 
of thoſe, who, by their licentious principles or wanton 
behaviour, may tempt us to the ſin. | a 

But we look with peculiar deteſtation on the con- 
duct of Balaam, who was the counſellor in this iniqui- 
tous tranſaction. We know not, by what baſe artifice 
he could reconcile it to his conſcience, But the love 
of gain overcame him: and there are thoſe, we fear, 
among ourſelves, who © run greedily after the error of 


* Num. Xxx. 1, 2. xxxi. 16. Rev. ii. 14. 
+ Prov. v. 3, 4. vii. 25—27. 
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Balaam for reward *.” From various motives, in- 
deed, men are endeavouring to corrupt others, and in 
that reſpect, are the agents and imitators of Satan, 
whoſe chief employment is to contrive and recom- 
mend ſchemes of wickedneſs. Great zeal is diſcovered, 
in every place, to ſeduce thoſe, who appear truly de- 
voted to God: and it is generally ſuppoſed, that the 
moſt effectual method is to allure them by vain plea- 
ſures and ſenſual gratifications; But may we not aſk 
the ſeducer, © What complicated fin are you guilty of!“ 
Do you pretend a friendſhip for thoſe, whom you are 
tempting to tranſgreſs? Alas! you are practiſing the 
very worſt cruelty, of which you are capable; you are 
ſtudying to deſtroy them for ever. As far, therefore, 
as in you hes, you are committing murder, and that 
of the moſt heinous kind: and when God ſhall reckon 
with you, you will“ lament and howl” for the wicked 
counſels you are now giving. | | 

It remains only, that we remark the cloſe of Ba- 
laam's hiſtory, What, but the moſt miſerable conclu- 
ſion, could be expected, as he had acted fo incon- 
ſiſtently with his avowed principles, in deliberate and 
firm oppoſition to God and his conſcience? Though 
he had pronounced the Iſraelites the bleſſed of the 
Lord, he continued to ſeek their deſtruction. He had 
drawn them into the moſt flagrant offences, which 
brought down the heavy judgments of God upon 
them; and till, it ſhould ſeem, he perſiſted in aiding 
and encouraging the Moabites to make war againſt 
them, For when, by the divine command, thoſe-de- 
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termined enemies of God and his people were put to 
the ſword, the Syrian ſoothſayer was found in their 
company, and ſlain in the general maſſacre. Vain 
were his deſires to “ die the death of the righteous,” 
ſince he maintained his communications with the 
wicked; and therefore he was taken away with the 
tranſgreſſors by the juſt vengeance of an angry God *. 

How ſolemn is the warning which this hiſtory ſug- 
geſts! It is poſſible, we ſee, to have a ſor: of religion, 
which may procure us eſteem, and yet leave us under 
the influence of the vileſt affections, expoſed to the 
wrath of God. We perceive, from the character be- 
fore us, that men may impoſę upon themſelves by the 
moſt ingenious ſubtleties, to their own eternal ruin. 
They may form the beſt wiſhes and reſolutions, and 
yet advance no farther. They may be tempted by 
ce the wages of unrighteouſneſs” to do what in their 
conſciences they utterly condemn. They may have ſe- 
rious thoughts about death, and. ſtrong deſires to be 

numbered with the Iſrael of God, eſpecially in © their 
laſt end :” and yet, being companions of fools, they are 
deſtroyed for ever.—But, © ſuch as are of a contrite 
ſpirit, though deſtitute of the admired abilities which 
many hypocrites poſſeſs, ought not to be diſcouraged 
by this awful example. Their godly ſorrow for ſin, 
their earneſt cries for mercy, their unfeigned devoted- 
neſs to God, are the moſt unequivocal marks in their 
favour, which © the double-minded” cannot attain, 
and which are infinitely preferable to the fineſt en- 
dowments and moſt ſplendid talents. = 


* Num, xxxi. 8, Joſh, xiii. 22. 
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It will become us all to examine our own ſtate and 
character, to be faithful to our convictions, to proſe- 
cute our pious intentions, and to watch over our own- 
hearts, leſt the good impreſſions, now made upon 
them, ſhould be effaced through ſloth, or worldly 
cares, or ſenſual gratifications. Let us look around, 
and obſerve, who are the people in whom God de- 
lights, and with whom we ſhould chooſe to have our 
portion for ever: With Them let us endeavour to 
cultivate a familiar intercourſe, as far as our circum- 
ſtances will permit. Why-do we © halt between two 
opinions ?” After a full deliberation, let us be deter- 
mined and fixed; and having * counted the coſt,” 
let us abide the conſequences, whatever they may be. 
Do we dread the thought of periſhing, as Balaam did ? 
Let us devote ourſelves to God in his Covenant, 
« without partiality and without hypocriſy:“ So will 
He keep us from falling, and preſent us to himſelf, 
unblamable in holineſs through Jeſus Chriſt. 
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108 HU A. 
CHAP, XV. 


SECT. I. 


Foſhua, raiſed” up for great ſervices— bis attendance on 
Moſes — appointed to ſucceed him — encouraged by divine 
promiſes — led the people thro Jordan — inveſted and con- 
quered Jericho —ſubdued Ai — vindicated in his deſtruc- 
tion of the Canaanites— regulated the government and 
divine ſervice - his folemn exhortations before bis 
death—a pattern to magiſtrates and maſters of fa- 
milies. 


Tas providence of God has in no inſtance been 


more ſignally diſplayed, than in the peculiar care 
-which He has exerciſed over his church from one 


age to another, To this cauſe alone we aſcribe the 
preſervation and continuance of that favoured ſociety, 
amidſt all the commotions which have happened on the 


earth. Many attempts have been made, at different 


times, to extirpate it; and it has frequently been, to 


all human apprehenſion, in danger of being utterly 


deſtroyed. But our fears are quieted, while we hear a 
gracious voice proclaiming, © I the Lord do keep it, 
I will water it every moment ; leſt any hurt it, I will 


keep it night and day *.” The ſerious and attentive 


* Ia, xxvil. 3. F 
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reader of the ſcriptures will feel the truth of theſe ob- 
ſervations, with a mixture of devout admiration, gra- 
titude, and praiſe. 

We are then more eſpecially diſpoſed to tremble 
for the ark of God,” when we perceive the perſon 
removed, to whom the chief care of it was committed. 
But we ought to remember, that © The Lord reign- 
eth;” that“ He has the reſidue of the Spirit ;” that 
he never wants means to accompliſh his purpoſe, and 
therefore, though One of peculiar eminence and uſe- 
fulneſs in the Church may be taken away, it is eaſy 
for Him to raiſe up another, who ſhall abundantly 
ſapply the loſs. Let us be ſatisfied to leave the de- 
fence of his own Iſrael to Him. 

While we were contemplating the character of 
Moſes, we beheld that aſtoniſhing diſpenſation, the 
deliverance of the whole nation of the Hebrews from 


the bondage of Egypt, their paſſage through the Red 
ſea, and their miraculous ſupport and guidance in the 
wilderneſs for forty years. This indeed was © the 
Lord's doing; and it is marvellous in our eyes.” But 
Moſes was employed as the chief, we had almoſt faid as 
the only, inſtrument of executing the wondrous plan ; 
for the entire regulation of every thing was committed 
to him. Our fears, then, were excited, upon the re- 
moyal of that illuſtrious perſon before the grand de- 
ſign was perfected. While the Iſraelites were yet on 
the other ſide of Jordan, and had not entered the pro- 
miſed land ; while they were juſt preparing to attack 
their ſtrongeſt and moſt formidable enemies; in that 


very critical and dangerous ſituation, their leader and 
commander 
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commander was taken from them; and we were ready 
to aſk, What now will become of Iſrael? Upon whom 
ſhall the important and arduous charge devolve ? Who 
ſhall go in and out before the great congregation ? 
Who ſhall be able to reſtrain their perverſe and rebel- 
lious ſpirit, maintain the authority of a governor 
among them, or conduct them forth to war againſt all. 
the powerful nations of Canaan ? 

Alas! we are eyer prone to be haſty in our conclu— 
ſions, through our ſhortſightedneſs and unbelict. Why 
ſhould we doubt the exertions of an omnipotent, faith- 
ful, and gracious God on behalf of his people? Who 
was it, that raiſed up Moſes for their deliverance, and 
fitted him for every ſervice to which he was called ? 
Was it not He, whoſe “ hand is not ſhortened ?” 
And is not he ſufficient to ſupply the neceſſities of his 
Church? Behold, therefore, as a mark of his atten- 
tion to them, a ſucceſſor was appointed, and Joſhua, 
who had been previouſly qualified, was nominated by 


the Lord himſelf ro undertake the charge, and to ſtand 


in the place of Moſes. 
The hiſtory of this man of God, whoſe character 


we are now to contemplate, is contained chiefly in the 
-book which bears his name, written probably by him- 


ſelf. Here, though we read of battles and conqueſts, 
in which we may ſeem to have no concern, we ſhall 
perceive the divine perfections diſplæyed and exer- 
cifed in a very eminent degree. The power of God 
is exhibited, altering the courſe of nature for the de- 
fence of his people; His juſtice, taking ſignal ven- 
geance on the wicked inhabitants of Canaan, when 

they 
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they had filled up the meaſure of their iniquities; His 
veracity, giving the Iſraelites the poſſeſſion of Canaan, 
in completion of his promiſes and his holy Covenant; 
and His grace and mercy, encouraging and aſſiſting 
them in all their difficulties, till he had granted them 
reſt and deliverance from their enemies. Theſe events 
_ were accompliſhed by the hand of Joſhua, who will 
appear to us, in the whole of the tranſactions, as a 
perſon of ſingular excellence and abilities. But our 
regard muſt be raiſed higher than to Joſhua: for we 
ſhall behold the Lord God of Hoſts determining, as 
it were in a viſible manner, the iſſues of war, and 
ce dividing to the nations their inheritance.” May we 
learn to fear, and truſt, and love © the God of Iſrael, 
who only. doeth wondrous things!“ And from an 
admiration and experience of his goodneſs, may we 
fay, © Bleſſed be his glorious name for ever; and let 
the whole earth be filled with his glory! Amen and 
Amen!“ a 

In the books of Exodus and Numbers we obſerve 
Joſhua placed in ſuch a ſituation, and employed on 
ſuch a buſineſs, as gradually prepared and fitted him 
for his important office: and in general we remark, 
that the Lord, who perfectly knows his own plans from 
the beginning, fixes his people in early life amongſt 
thoſe connections, which may qualify them for their 
future deſignation. Joſhua was the ſervant, the con- 
- ſtant attendant, and the intimate companion of Moſes, 
throughout the forty years of their pilgrimage z and it 
is probable, that he reaped very great advantages from 
the inſtructions, example, and prayers of that eminent 
prophet, 


* 
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prophet. It was Joſhua, who fought with and con- 
quered Amalek, while the hands of Moſes were hel! 
up with importunate ſupplications for him“. To 
him was the peculiar honour granted, of going up 
with Moſes to the mount of God, where he abode in 
a ſtate of devout retirement for forty days, though it 
ſhould ſeem that he was not received into the cloud . 
From this inſtance, then, we learn, that valour and 
proweſs in arms are not inconſiſtent with the moſt fer- 
vent piety. The ſame perſon may diſtinguiſn himſelf 
on the field of battle in the ſervice of his country, and 
maintain the moſt familiar intercourſe with God. He, 
who had © diſcomfited Amalek with the edge of the 
fword,” diſcovered an inceſſant regard to the duties of 
religion: © he departed not out of the tabernacle f.” 
Probably, he had the care and direQion of it, and 
dwelt either in or near to the holy place. 

During his attendance upon Moſes, when he had 
obſerved two of the ſeventy elders propheſying in the 
camp, as he conceived, without a proper authority, or 

in an irregular manner, he was diſpleaſed and ſaid, 
« My lord Moſes, forbid them$.” This might 
ariſe from a miſguided zeal, and a ftrong attachment 
to his maſter, whoſe reputation, he might be afraid, 
would ſuffer by the growing popularity of others. Nor 
ſhould we wonder to ſee even good men, at times, 
betray the ſymptoms of bigotry, pride, and envy, 

He was ſent upon the deputation to take a ſurvey 

of the land of Canaan; and when the reſt of the ſpies 


* Exod, xvii. 913, + xxiv. 13. Xxxxii. 17, 
T XXxiii. 11. $ Num. xi, 28. 


returned 
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_ "returned with a moſt unfavourable report, whereby 
the Ifraclites were ſo terrified as to refuſe to proſecute 
their march, Joſhua diſcovered a ſingular firmneſs and 
courage. He joined with Caleb th oppoſing their 
perverſe fpirit, and repreſented the conqueſt of the 
country as not only practicable, but eaſy, if they would 
faithfully cleave unto the Lord. As a bold advocate 
for God, he cried out, in the very face of an enraged 
multitude, * Only rebel not ye againſt the Lord, nei- 
ther fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread 
for us: their defence is departed from them, and the 
Lord is with us: fear them not “. This he did at the 
hazard of his life; for he would have been inſtantly 
ſtoned to death, through the fury of the people, had 
not the Lord interpoſed to deliver him. For his zeal 
upon that occaſion it was promiſed, that he and his aſ- 
ſociate alone ſhould enter into Canaan. So'true is it, 
ec Them that honour God, He will honour 1.“ 
When Moſes, being apprized of his diſſolution, with 
much importunity intreated the Lord to provide him a 
ſucceſſor, who ſhould be competent for the office, 
te that the congregation of the Lord might not be as 
ſneep which have no ſhepherd,” Joſhua was appointed 
by a divine commiſſion to the important ſervicef. 
He was then ſet apart for his very arduous employ- 
ment by a public ordination : Moſes placed him be- 
fore the prieſt, put his hands upon him, and gave 
him a ſolemn charge, as from God himſelf, in the 
| preſence of the whole aſſembly. Theſe affecting 


* Num. xiv. 9. + 1 Sam. ii, 30. f Num. xxvii. 18, &c. 
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ceremonies were deſigned to impreſs the Iſraelites 


with an awe, which might diſpoſe them to receive, 
reverence, and obey him as their Governor, and at the 
fame time to inſpire him with zeal and fortitude for 
his work. For thus ſaid the Jewiſh Legiſlator, when 
taking his laſt leave of him: © Beſtrong and of a good 


courage: for thou muſt go with this people unto the 


land which the Lord hath ſworn unto- their fathers to 
give them; and thou ſhalt cauſe them to 1nherit it. 
And the Lord, He it is that doth go before thee, he 
will be with thee, he will not fail thee, "neither forſake 
thee: fear not, neither be diſmayed “.“ 

Years before Upon the removal of Moſes, Joſhua, 
Ohkric, 1451. being inveſted with the command of all Iſ- 
rael, as the miniſter of God, and by His expreſs call 


and direction, entered on his poſt +. And here, we 


ſhall have reaſon to admire his faithfulneſs, diligence, 
and perſeverance, his continual dependence upon God 
and entire devotedneſs to His glory, from his firſt ap- 
pointment to the very day, when he laid down his 
office and his life together. | 

We need not obſerve, that the taſk aſſigned him 
was great and difficult. It is obvious, that he muſt 
perceive many cauſes of diſcouragement ; ſuch as, the 
perverſeneſs and obſtinacy of the nation who were 
committed to his government, the number and the 
ſtrength of the enemies he had to contend with, and 
his own unworthineſs and inſufficiency for ſo immenſe 


an undertaking. But the ſpecial ſummons, given him 


from Heaven, were enough to over-rule every objec- 


Deut. xxxi. 7, 8. + Joſh, i. 1, &c. 
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tion: and the moſt gracious aſſurances of favour and 
afliſtance were added, in order to inſpire him with a 
holy confidence, For thus ſaid the Lord, „There 
ſhall not any man be able to ſtand before thee all the 
days of thy life: as | was with Moſes, ſo will I be with 
thee: I will not fail thee, nor forſake thee: only be 
thou ſtrong and very courageous.” But, that he might 
© make his way proſperous, and have good ſucceſs,” 
he was ſtrictly charged to pay a conſtant attention to 
the whole law of God, and to meditate therein day and 
night, 

May not We alſo derive inſtruction from Joſhua's 
commiſſion ? For, under the various difficulties which 
obſtruct our path, and ſeem to forbid our entrance 
into Canaan, we are ſupported and comforted by © the 
exceeding great and precious promiſes” of a faithful 
God. If we are truly devoted to Him in his Cove- 
nant, He 1s as expreſsly engaged to us, as he was to 
Joſhua; and under this Almighty protection we are 
no leſs ſecure, and may be no leſs confident, than the 
Jewiſh Captain. For the very declaration, addreſſed 


to him, is applied to Believers in general; *I will 


never leave thee, nor forſake thee: So that we may 
boldly ſay, © The Lord is my helper, and I will not 
fear what man ſhall do unto me *.” But we alſo, like 
Joſhua, muſt attend to the divine command, and 
make the facred oracles our invariable guide and con- 
ſtant companion, if we expect the preſence and bleſſ- 


ing of the Lord. We do not wonder, that ſome, who 


profeſs to follow Chriſt, are overcome, and that many 


* Heb. xiii. 5, 6. 
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faint in the ſpiritual conflict, becauſe they neglect the 


book of inſpiration, and are at no pains to know what 
God would have them to do. | 

Thus being appointed to his office, inſtructed, and 
encouraged to diſcharge its duties, Joſhua delayed 
not, but prepared the people for their paſſage over 
Jordan, The neceſſary orders were iſſued out for 
the purifying of the hoſt, that they might be waiting, 
with a holy ſolemnity, for the Lord's miraculous inter- 
poſition in their favour. Spies alſo were ſent to take 


a view of the land, eſpecially of Jericho, the town 


which ſtood firſt on the confines of Canaan: and, 
upon their report, the whole army removed, and en- 
camped by the river“. And here we behold a won- 
derful exerciſe of faith: for, though there were no 
human means for their conveyance over Jordan, (which 
at that ſeaſon of the year overflowed all its banks to a 
very wide extent) Joſhua believed God, that He would 
* make a way,” as he had done in a former inſtance, 
te for the ranſomed to pals over,” and with the ut- 
moſt confidence exhorted the Iſraelites to expect it. 
The command was given, that the prieſts bearing the 
ark of the Lord (which was the fymbol of His pre- 
fence and Covenant) ſhould advance the foremoſt, as 
a guide and ſecurity to all the congregation, who were 
directed to follow. When, therefore, the miniſters of 
the Lord came to the brink of Jordan, the waters 
divided, and admitted them into the channel, as on 
dry ground. The people were then encouraged to 
tread in their ſteps; and with perfect ſafety they went 


* Joſh, ii. & iii. 1, &c. 
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through the river, while the very waves formed a wall 
of defence unto them. The prieſts, who carried the 
ark, halted by the divine injunction in the midſt of 
Jordan, nor removed from their place, till all the 
company of the Iſraelites were landed on the other 
fide “. This circumſtance was intended to confirm 
their faith, as a token of their preſervation through 
the deep: for the Lord thus pledged himſelf, as it were 
for their protection: His ark muſt periſh, before an 
Iſraelite can be deſtroyed. 

We alſo have the ſame guidance and ſecurity : 
« The Lord of the whole earth,” who conducted 
them, has promiſed to be with us. And if He be 
pleaſed to accompany us, we need not fear to go for- 
wards; though many difficulties, as formidable as the 
waters of Jordan, may withſtand our progreſs. Do 
you follow the ark? Then hear that merciful decla- 
ration, which is addreſſed to you, © When thou paſſeſt 
through the waters, I will be with thee: and through 
the rivers, they ſhall not overflow theef.” In 
dependence on the faithfulneſs of God, you may 
walk with confidence © through the valley of the ſha- 
dow of Death,” becauſe He is with you, and has en- 
gaged for your ſafe arrival in the heavenly Canaan, You 
have an invincible defence in the Covenant of grace. 
« Salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks I.“ 
He interpofes himſelf -between you and danger, and 
fays, for your encouragement in the midſt of troubles, 
« Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo ||.” 


* ſoſh. iv. 10, K. + Iſa. xliii. 2. 
{ xxvi. 1. [| John xiv. 19. 
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In this amazing diſpenſation, we perceive a ſingular 
honour conferred upon Joſhua. The Lord admitted 
him to a familiar converſe, and, by making him the 
inſtrument of performing theſe wonders, ſecured to him 
the reverence and obedience of all the people. © On 
that day the Lord magnified Joſhua in the ſight of all 
Iſrael; and they feared him, as they feared Moſes, all 
the days of his life.” At his word the prieſts quitted 
their ſtation in the channel of Jordan, and brought up 
the ark of the Lord; when, inſtantly, the ſtreams re- 


turned to their accuſtomed. place, and flowed over all 


the banks, as before. Joſhua, then, appeared as the 
miniſter of Jehovah, throughout the whole of this 
tranſaction; and the praiſe is due, not to the man, but 
to Him, who has all nature at his command, and em- 
ploys all creatures as he pleaſes, to execute his own 
purpoſe. What cannot He accompliſh ? What is he 
not diſpoſed to beſtow upon thoſe who ſerve him? 
Or, what may they not expect at his hands? We have 
ſeen, that He can draw rivers out of the flinty rocks, 
and turn the deep waters into dry ground. 

So ſignal an interpoſition demanded from the Iſrael- 
ites the warmeſt acknowledgments, and deſerved to be 
hid in remembrance by their poſterity, who might 
hereby be encouraged to truſt, and love, and glorify 
the God, who had done fo great things for their na- 
tion. To commemorate the event, then, Joſhua was 
directed to ſet up a monument, compoled of twelve 
ſtones taken out of the midſt of Jordan, which might 
be a public and perpetual memorial of the divine power 
and mercy exerted on the behalf of Iſrael, and tranſmit 
ſome _ 
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ſome important inſtructions to ſucceeding generations. 
—And are not. We under equal obligations to cele- 
brate the loving kindneſs of our God? For He 
hath done marvellous things,” for his Church in 
general, and for ourſclves in particular. Do we not 
look back, with devout and grateful aſtoniſhment, on 
the many gracious diſpenſations of Providence in our 
favour? Shall we not raiſe a pillar, with an inſcrip- 
tion to the praiſe of our God, who has conducted us 
through innumerable dangers and diſtreſſes, in ſo won- 
derful a way? For © hitherto the Lord hath helped 
us, as much as he did his ſaints of old. O the 
groſs ſtupidity and bale ingratitude of men, who per- 
ceive not His hand, and will not acknowledge His 
goodneſs in their frequent dehverances ! 

Is it inquired, What became of Joſhua, upon his 
triumphant entrance into Canaan? After the various 
miracles, which the Lord had wrought for Iſrael, and 
by which he had fully teſtified, that they acted under 
His expreſs direction and commiſſion, we might have 
expected that all the nations would immediaccly ſub- 
mit themſelves unto them. For ſurely it is vain, as 
well as wicked, to fight againſt thoſe, whom the Lord 
of Hoſts has promiſcd to preſerve, and empowered to 
conquer. The Canaanites, indeed, were ſtruck with 
terror; as the ſpies, who had been ſent to Jericho, 
reported, that a general conſternation had taken place 
among them“. But when they heard, how the waters 
of Jordan had been divided, © their heart melted, 
neither was there ſpirit in them any more becauſe of 


* Joſh. ii. 24. 
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the children of Iſrael*.” And yet they prepared for 
oppoſition. In them, therefore, we have an awful 
repreſentation of the ſtate of ſinners, who harden them- 
ſelves againſt God, and maintain a preſumptuous con- 
flict, though they know that they cannot proſper. 
Not unfrequently, they feel an apprehenſion of that 
tremendous deſtruction which awaits them, and trem- 
ble through the forebodings of it: yet they do not re- 
pent, but rather are the more deſperate in their evil 
courſes, and ruſh on, as it were with ſteady purpoſe, 
to meet their damnation. 

Joſhua, then, had nothing to expect but the moſt 
determined reſiſtance. But, before he girded himfelf 
for the battle, he made a ſolemn ſtand upon his en- 
trance into Canaan, and, 1n the divine ordinances, re- 
newed the dedication of himſelf and the people to the 
Lord. The ſacraments of circumciſion and the paſſ- 
over were adminiſtered, and thus, while they profeſſed 
their entire devotedneſs to God, they ſought his bleſſ- 
ing and protection. Then they received immediate 
proofs of his faithfulneſs: they began to eat the pro- 
duce of the country ; and the manna, with which they 
had been miraculouſly ſupplied till that time, being no 
longer wanted, ceaſed. —An attention to religious in- 
ſtitutions is, in all ſituations, neceſſary, but particu- 
larly ſo in the proſpect of difficulties, and upon the 
undertaking of any important buſineſs. Our firſt ap- 
plication ſhould be to God, if we would proſper in the 
way wherein he ſends us. We alſo, as well as his an- 
_ cient ſaints, are favoured with ſacraments of his ap- 
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pointment, which are the ſeals of his Covenant: let 


us beware of neglecting them; and, in the devout uſe 
of the means which he hath ordained, let us make a 
freſh and unfeigned ſurrender of ourſelves to Him, 
looking for the completion of his promiſe. 

The Lord will be found of them who wait for him. 
Joſhua, therefore, was aſſured of the divine regard, by 
an expreſs meſſage from Heaven. While he was tak- 
ing a ſurvey of Jericho, he was ſurpriſed with a bright 
appearance: The Lord Jehovah, the great © Angel 
of the Covenant,” preſented himſelf to the Jewiſh 
leader as a man of war, and declared, that he was 
come for the defence of Iſrael, as “ Captain of the 
Lord's hoſt *.” Joſhua, probably, might be filled 
with diſtreſſing apprehenſions, when he beheld the 
well-fortified city, which truſted in the ſtrength of its 
walls and bulwarks, and ſeemed to bid defiance to 
every aſſault. The Lord, therefore, who knows all 
the wants and the fears of his people, vouchſafed moſt 
ſeaſonably to ſupport and encourage his ſervant. ** See, 


* Tt is evident, that the perſon, who revealed himſelf to Joſhua 
was ſuperior to any created Being. For He ſuffered Joſhua to 
worſhip.him, and commanded him (as Jehovah did Moſes at the 
burning buſh) to put off his ſhoes, in token of the divine pre- 
ſence; and He is alſo expreſsly called Tux Lox, or Jehovah, 
vi. 2. The Angel, then, whom Joſhua ſaw, is “ the Angel of 
the Covenant,” whoſe appearance at different times to the ancient 
Patriarchs might intimate his future incarnation, It was He, who 
converled with Moſes, and conducted the Iſraelites through the 


wilderneſs; and the title which he here aſſumed of“ Captain of 


the Hoſt of the Lord,” is perfectly ſuitable to the deſeription of 
the Saviour,—See the next ſection. 
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ſaid He, © I have given into thine hand Jericho, and 
the king thereof, and the mighty men of valour *.” 
But how ſhall the ſiege be conducted? The redue- 
tion of this proud fortreſs was intended, in a ſignal 
manner, to diſplay the power of God on the behalf of 
Iſrael; and yet the mode of attack was ſo contrived, 
as to prove the faith and obedience both of Joſhua 


and of all his army. The directions were given from 


the Lord himſelf. It was ordered, that a ſolemn pro- 
ceſſion ſhould be made round about Jericho, by all 
the armed men, and by ſeven prieſts before the ark of 
the Covenant blowing with ſeven trumpets of rams 
horns, and that the rearward ſhould follow the ark. 
The ſame method was to be uſed, once in each day, 
for a week together; with this only difference, that 
on the laſt of the ſeven days it was to be repeated ſeven 
times. The people were all enjoined to be perfectly 
ſilent, ſo that nat a word was to be ſpoken, till the 
concluding circuit on the ſeventh day; and then, at 
the command of Joſhua, they were to ſhout aloud in 
confidence of hs without any direct aflault what- 
ever, 

The whole of * proceſs, we apprehend, appeared 
utterly ridiculous to the inhabitants of Jericho, who 
muſt have condemned them for extreme folly and 
madneſs, in expecting any effect from it. And had 
not the Iſraelites looked immediately to God for ſuc- 
ceſs, they would ſcarcely have adopted, what muſt 
have been thought in itſelf, an unmeaning and con- 


temptible ceremony, Alas! if we begin to queſtion 
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the precepts of God, and refuſe our obedience to 
them, wherever we cannot perceive the reaſons, or 
foreſee the probable advantages of them, what do we, 
but diſcover our ignorance and preſumption ? Is not 
the great God of heaven at liberty to chooſe his own 
mode of proceeding, without approving it to us? And 
is it not his prerogative, and his uſual conduct, to 
bring about the moſt wonderful events by means, in 
themſelves, weak and inſignificant ? This He does, to 
magnify his power, to exerciſe the faith of his people, 
and to abaſe the pride of man, What can be more 
important and glorious than the ſaving of an immortal 
ſoul, the reſcuing of a ſinner from the bondage of 
Satan, and “ from the wrath to come?“ . Yet this 
amazing. deliverance is generally accompliſhed by a 
method, which may appear to ſome as ridiculous as 
the blowing of the trumpets, or the ſhouting of the 
Jewiſh army. But it has pleaſed the divine wiſdom, 
te by the fooliſhneſs of preaching, to ſave them that 
believe.” * The weapons of our warfare are not car- 
nal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of 
ſtrong holds: It is our duty therefore, to uſe them 
in an humble dependence on Him, who alone can 
make them effectual. , 

This firm reliance upon God, and patient obedience 
to his cou mand, we perceive in Joihua, who punctu- 
ally obſerved the ceremony preſcribed, ſtrange as it 
might ſeem, and at the concluſion of it, according to 
the order he had received, cried out. Shout, for the 
Lord hath given you the city.” And immediately, on 


the ſhout of the people, the proud fortreſſes of Jericho 
| fell 
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fell down to the ground, its inhabitants were confound- 
ed, and became an eaſy prey to the Iſraelites. The 
town was ranſacked, and burned with fire; all who 
dwelt in it were put to the ſword, ſave only the family 
of Rahab, who believed God, and had treated the 
Hebrew ſpies with kindneſs; the very ſpoil of the 
wicked city was committed to the flames (except that 
the filver and the gold, the braſs and the iron, were 
preſerved for the treaſury of the Lord's houſe); and 
the place was condemned to a perpetual deſolation. 


A curſe was pronounced upon the man, who ſhould 


ever attempt to rebuild it; and the imprecation had 
its completion, aſter many ages, in Hiel the Beth- 
elite “*. | 

Thus“ By FAiTH the walls of Jericho fell down F.” 
And while we ate actuated by the ſame divine princi- 
ple, we have nothing to dread from our ſtrongeſt ene- 
mies. This very ſignal victory, deſigned to inſpire 
the Iſraelites with courage, ſhould alſo confirm our 
dependence upon God, and animate us to face every 
danger. What, though difficulties, to our apprehen- 
ſion as inſuperable as the fortifications of Jericho, 
ſhould oppoſe us; the Lord of Hoſts, under whoſe 
banner we fight, can inſtantly remove them. © For 
He bringeth down them that dwell on high, the lofty 
city he layeth it low: he layeth it low, even to the 
ground; he bringeth it even to the duſt 1. 

The conqueſt of Jericho tended to eſtabliſh the 


reputation of Joſhua, and rendered him an object of 
terror through all the country, But his triumph was 


* 1 Kings xvi. 34. + Heb. xi. 30. 4 lia. Wi. 5. 
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ſoon 1 for the glory, he had acquired, was 
immediately ſucceeded by a ſhameful defeat. Iſrael 
was repulſed in their attack upon Ai, ſome of them 
were lain in their retreat, and all the reſt were thrown 
into the utmoſt conſternation *®, This was a ſore trial 
indeed; diſtreſſing beyond meaſure to Joſhua, who, 
not without ſome mixture of impatience and diſtruſt, 
began to fear for the event, and complained unto God, 
But was there not a cauſe? If the Lord forſake his 
people, it will become them to examine, what hath 
provoked Him to, depart. © Iſrael had ſinned.” One 
at leaſt of their company, Achan, * coveting an evil 
covetouſneſs, had ſecreted for himſelf ſome part of 
the ſpoil of Jericho, which was prohibited; and on 
that account their protection was withdrawn, till the 
offence ſhould be acknowledged, * marked with the 
ſevereſt vengeance. 

We perceive, that the Lord is jealous of his ho- 
nour, and that he will not ſuffer a contempt of his 
commands, in what may ſeem to us our moſt trifling 
concerns, to paſs with impunity. Even his faithful 
ſervants, if tempted to put forth their hands to any un- 
clean thing, ſhall ſmart for their folly. © If they re- 
gard iniquity in their heart, the Lord will not hear 
them+,” but will with-hold from them his gracious 
preſence, and give their enemies an advantage over 
them. A goodly Babyloniſh garment, or ſhekels of 
filver and gold” have been a fatal ſnare to others, as 
well as to Achan, who have © pierced themſelves 


* Joſh, vii. 1, &c. + Pfal. vi. 18. 
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through with many ſorrows,” and brought confuſion 
and diſtreſs into the camp of Iſrael. This ſurely is a 
loud call to us, to beware of covetouſneſs. 

What, though the fin be of a ſecret nature, and ſo 
contrived as to elude all human obſervation ; there is 
an eye, which penetrates into the inmoſt receſſes ; the 
Lord, “who ſearcheth the heart, and trieth the reins,” 
cannot be impoſed on. It ſhould ſeem that the offence 
of Achan was unknown to the Iſraelites, and that they 
had not entertained the leaſt ſuſpicion of him. But, 
by the divine appointment, he was dragged forth to 
public view, and condemned to the moſt ignominious 
death, as an example to others. —Shall not we, then, 
fear before this holy Lord God? If we are deſirous, 
that He ſhould fight for us, we muſt * ſearch the camp,” 
and, with the utmoſt ſtrictneſs, put away the accurſed 
thing. For then He will take part with us againſt all 
our adverſaries. Thus he returned to Joſhua and his 
people, with the moſt gracious aſſurances of favour ; 
and, by His direction, Ai, which had before been at- 
racked without ſucceſs, was immediately ſubdued and 
deſtroyed “. 

We ſhall remark in the conduct of the Jewiſh leader, 
not only the firmeſt courage as a ſoldier, but, what is 
perfectly conſiſtent with it, the moſt ſerious and con- 
ſtant regard to religion. After the victories he had ob- 
tained, inſtead of puſhing on his advantages againſt the 
Canaanites, he made a ſolemn pauſe, erected an altar, 
and preſented ſacrifices to the Lord: and then, accord. 


* Joſh, viii. 1, Kc. 
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ing to the injunctions of Moſes, he read, in the ears of 
all the congregation of Iſrael, the bleſſings and the 
curſes of the law, which alſo were engraven on ſtones, 
and left recorded upon the two neighbouring mountains 
Ebal and Gerizim *.—Nor let it be conſidered by per- 
ſons of the moſt exalted rank, as a derogation from 
their dignity, to attend to the ſervice of the God of 
heaven, when they obſerve Joſhua directing the devo- 

tions of this numerous hoſt. Let no pleas of buſineſs, 
or inconvenient ſituation, be allowed in excuſe for the 
neglect of prayer and public worſhip, while they per- 
ceive © the thouſands of Iſrael” halting in the midſt of 
an enemy's country, and laying aſide the weapons of 
war, 1n order to bow before the Lord, and to be in- 
ſtructed in his word. 

We do not attempt to follow the Hebrew General, 
leading his victorious troops from one encampment to 
another. Under the guidance and protection of the 
Lord Almighty, he purſued his conqueſts, ſubdued the 
ſtrongeſt cities of Canaan, confounded and deſtroyed 
the princes, who were confederate againſt him, and 
put all the inhabitants to the ſword f. Deſolation was 
ſpread throughout the land, and, in a ſhort time, thirty- 
one kings were defeated and ſlain. In every freſh | 
danger the Lord encouraged his faithful ſervant by re- 
newed promiſes of favour and ſupport, and, as it were 
in a viſible manner, fought for Iſrael.” This He 
did, in order to prove that this mighty army was ſent 
by Himſelf, and acted under His commiſſion, while 
they executed vengeance on the idolatrous Canaanites. 

* Deut. xi. 29. 1 Joſh, ix.—xii. 
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For thoſe abandoned finners were conſumed, not only 
by the hand of the Iſraelites, but by the immediate 
interpoſition of God, © who caſt down great ſtones 
from heaven upon them, and they died: they were 
more which died with hail-ſtones, than they whom the 
children of Iſrael ſlew with the ſword “.“ A ſignal 
honour alſo was conferred upon Joſhua, and it ap- 
peared, that he was no other than the vicegerent of 
Jehovah; ſince at his command thoſe two bright lu- 
minaries, the ſun and the moon, were arreſted in their 
courſes, and the day was miraculouſly protracted, till 
his adverſaries were deſtroyed. What words were 
thoſe for a man to utter, © Sun, ſtand thou ſtill upon 
Gibeon, and thou moon, in the valley of Ajalon!“ 
And the ſun ſtood ſtill, and the moon ſtayed, until 
the people had avenged themſelves upon their ene- 
mies.“ We pauſe in admiration, not only of the 
power of God, who can change the whole order of 
nature according to his ſovereign pleaſure, but hkewiſe 
of the faith of Joſhua, which could aſk and expect ſuch 
wonders to be performed. 

Throughout this hiſtory, we ſhould pay a perde 
regard to the completion of the divine promiſes. For 
it had been declared in various revelations to Abra- 
ham and his children, as alſo to Moſes, that Canaan 
ſnould be given to Iſrael for a poſſeſſion, and that all 
its inhabitants ſhould periſh for their iniquities. After 
ſo many proofs, therefore, of the faithfulneſs of God, 
ſhall We be backward to credit his word? Yet do 
not our fears and ſuſpicions imply a ſad defect in our 


* Joſh. x. 11. 
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affiance upon Him? Are we not afraid to truſt our- 
ſelves in his hands? Or, do not our hearts miſgive us, 
as if he would deſert us at the laſt? How baſe is ſuch 
a diſpoſition! Is there an inſtance to be produced, 
in which He has failed his believing people, or departed 


from his engagements? If, then, we have © taken 


hold of his Covenant” in Chrift Jeſus, we may, we 
ſhould expect, with the moſt cheerful confidence, 
whatever He has pledged himſelf to beſtow.— But, in 
the awful defolation of the Canaanites, finners ſhould 
perceive the terrors of his juſtice, and tremble for their 
danger. Behold, then, that * our God is a conſum- 
ing fire.” Will you deny, that He will puniſh, when 
you ſee ſuch tremendous difplays of his vengeance ? If 
you deſpiie the offers of his grace, his wrath, which 
is long delayed, will fall upon you in full weight and 
meaſure, He may ſuffer you to follow your own way, 
till you be © fitted to deſtruction,” but then there will 
be no eſcape. 

The conduct of Joſhua towards the Canaanites has 
been ſeverely cenſured, as inhuman and tyrannicalL. 
But in the objection it ſeems to be forgotten, that, if 
cruelty be chargeable any where, it mult be imputed 
to God. The maſſacre of thoſe nations, who were 
infamous for every ſpecies of wickedneſs, was ap- 
pointed and commanded by the righteous Judge of all, 
as 2 public and perpetual teſtimony of His indignation 
againſt their abandoned practices. He himſelf con- 
ſtantly declared it to be ſuch; which was a fufficient 
proof, that it did not proceed from an imperious or 
ſanguinary diſpoſition in the conquerors, who acted 
| only 
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only according to the divine commiſſion with which 
they were intruſted . Shall we, then, preſume to call 
in queſtion the right which God has of puniſhing ſin- 
ners; or ſhall we dictate to Him, in what way that 
puniſhment ſhould be inflicted ? Famine, peſtilence, 
fire, and earthquakes, are the inſtruments of his ven- 
geance; and when He is pleaſed to make uſe of theſe 
for the purpoſes of his government, they produce de- 
folations not leſs tremendous than thoſe, of which the 
Iſraelites were the authors. And why may not the 
latter, as well as the former, be employed to do his 
will, if He ſhall ſo appoint? They knew and profeſſed 
themſelves to be no other than the executioners of that 
ſentence, which the moſt High and Holy God had 
pronounced againſt the Canaanites ; and therefore they 
were not at liberty to with-hold the ſtroke of juſtice. 
By the ſame authority, they ſeized upon the whole 
country for their own inheritance, which, without ſuch 
a licence, they could not have taken to themſelves, but 
by the moſt ſhameleſs violation of common equity. 
But may not Joſhua's conduct be pleaded as a pre- 
cedent for unprovoked wars, and a wanton deſtruction 
of the conquered? No: unleſs thoſe, who would urge 
this plea, can exhibit the ſame credentials of a com- 
miſſion from Heaven, which were evidently given to 
Joſhua. | | 
By this remarkable diſpenſation the Lord defigned 
to manifeſt his own glorious perfections, and to ex- 
cite the ſurrounding nations to revere and to worſhip 


* Joſh, xi. 15, 20, : 
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him. It was alſo intended to preſerve his people from 
idolatry, by removing thoſe, who would have been 
continually tempting them to ſin, and likewiſe by im- 
preſſing their minds with a deep ſenſe of the heinouſ- 
neſs of thoſe offences, for which the Canaanites were 
made an example of vengeance. —But we pretend not 
to anſwer all the proud and impious objections of infi- 
dels, who are determined not to be convinced. We 
will warn them, however, that, while they are cavil- 
ling with the word or ways of God, they are haſten- 
ing to a deſtruction infinitely more terrible, than that 
of the Canaanites. They will alſo quarrel with this 
appointment. Be it ſo. The great God will vindi- 
cate his authority, and aſſert his right of puniſhing, by 
the final and everlaſting damaation of all ſuch, as con- 
tinue to oppoſe him. 

We have been contemplating Joſhua as a man of 
war, as the wiſe General, the brave Soldier. But he 
will appear no leſs worthy to be admired in a peaceful 
ſituation, wherein he ſhone as an active Magiſtrate, 
and a pious Prophet, No ſooner had the Lord given 
him reſt from his enemies, and confirmed him in the 
quiet poſſeſſion of Canaan, than he divided the coun- 
try by lot, according to the divine injunction, among 
the different tribes of Iſrael. To prevent confuſion, 
and to guard againſt contentions, the diſtin bounda- 
ries were pointed out, and the government was ad- 
juſted, conformably to the directions he had received. 
But the principal object of his concern was to eſtablifh 
the nation in the fear and the pure worſhip of God. 
We obſerve with delight the moſt indubitable proofs of 
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his zeal and fervour in religion. We have already ſeen 
him praying for, and preaching to, the people on mount 
Ebal: and, as ſoon as their outward circumſtances per- 
mitted, proviſion was made for the ſtated celebration of 
God's ſervice. The tabernacle was ſet up with great ſo- 
lemnity by the whole congregation of Iſrael at Shiloh, 
where the public ordinances continued to be adminiſ- 
tered for above three hundred years * The ſame de- 
vout ſpirit was manifeſt in all his deportment. When 
the two tribes and a half, at the concluſion of the war, 
returned to their ſettlement beyond Jordan, the vene- 
rable commander diſmiſſed them with his bleſſing, and 
tc charged every one of them, as a father doth his 
children :”” © Take diligent heed to do the command=« 
ment and the law, which Moſes the ſervant of the 
Lord charged you, to love the Lord your God, and 
to walk in all his ways, and to Keep his command- 
ments, and to cleave unto him, and to ſerve him with 
all your heart and with all your foul 5.“ | 
ye before We haſten to the cloſe of his life, which 
Cui, 1427+ was truly honourable, and in which we dif- 
cover the ſincerity and the ardour of his ptety. Here 
we behold the departing faint, burning with eager 
deſire to promote the glory of God and the ſpiritual 
welfare of ſurviving friends, and ſupporting to the laſt 
the dignity of his character. When he was in daily 
expectation of his death, at the advanced age of one 
hundred and ten years, he twice aſſembled the congre- 
gation of Iſrael, with all their elders and officers, that 
he might inſtruct, exhort, encourage, and admoniſſi 
* Toſh. xviii. 1. - + Mü. 5. 
them; 
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them; and thus he endeavoured to render them the 
moſt. eſſential ſervice, by confirming them in the 
knowledge, love, and worſhip: of God“. While he 
took a moſt ſolemn leave of them, he was ſolicitous 
to improve his influence to the beſt purpoſes, and, 
therefore, preſſed them by every argument * to cleave 
unto the Lord, to fear him, and to ſerve him in ſince- 
rity and truth.” He called to their remembrance the 
wonderful works which God had wrought for them, 
that he might excite in them a ſenſe of gratitude ; and 
that he might eſtabliſh their faith, he ſet before them 
the bleſſings they might ſtill expect from a faithful God, 
He teſtified, and appealed to them for the truth, that 
all the divine promiſes had been fulfilled to them; 
and he declared further, that the heavieſt judgments, 
which were denounced, would be inflicted in caſe of 
their diſobedience. From ſuch conſiderations he ex- 
horted them to maintain a continual watchfulneſs over 
themſelves, and to perſevere, with a holy courage and 
ſteadſaſtneſs, in the way of righteouſneſs; and warned 
them to beware of turning aſide in any meaſure to the 
practices of the heathen, and of forming connections 
with them. At the concluſion of his laſt addreſs, he en- 
treated them to weigh well what God demanded of 
them, and to make a deliberate choice, reſpecting their 
religion; adding, whatever might be Their purpoſe, 
it was His fixed determination, that he together with 
his houſehold would ſerve the Lord. 

The perſon, age, authority, and dying circumſtances 
of the preacher, as well as the ardour with which he 


#* Joſh. xxili. 1, Kc. XXIV. 1, &c. 
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ſpoke, could not but affect the audience, who, there- 
fore, profeſſed the ſtrongeſt reſolutions of adhering to 
the pure worſhip of God. Still the prophet, ſuſpecting, 
it ſhould ſeem, ſome inſincerity or unſteadineſs, cau- 
tioned them againſt hypocriſy, and required them, in 
proof of their integrity, to ſeal their vows, by entering 
into an expreſs covenant with the Lord. This was ac- 
cordingly done, and the ſolemnity left an abiding im- 
preſſion upon the people in favour of true piety : and 
thus, as the life of Joſhua had been extenſively uſeful, 
his death was exceedingly honourable. It is recorded 
to his praiſe, that © Iſrael ſerved the Lord all the days 
of Joſhua, and all the days of the elders that overlived 
Joſhua.” What a bleſſing to ſociety and to the 
Church of God is ſuch an example! The removal, 
therefore, of ſo eminent a faint is no leſs than a public 
calamity. | 

The character before us may be propoſed as a pat- 
tern to kings, and to all who are in authority, How 
defirable is it to ſee power exerciſed for the glory of 
God, and for the advancement of real godlineſs! Yet 
it is ſometimes alleged, that religious concerns ought 
not to interfere, or to be regarded, in the adminiſtra- 
tion of government. How widely different are ſuch 
policics from the word of God, which declares, that 
ce righteouſneſs exalteth a nation“! Thoſe ſhould 
be eſteemed as the beſt friends of their country, who 
exert their influence for the ſuppreſſion of fin, and the 
encouragement of holineſs. Nor is this the buſineſs 
of magiſtrates alone: there is not one, intruſted with a 


Prov. xiv. 34. p 5 
amily, 
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family, who is not bound to ſay with Joſhua, © As for 
me and my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord.” May ſuch 
a determination be formed in the heart of every maſter, 
and of every parent, who ſhall caſt their eyes upon theſe 
pages! How elſe will you give account of the im- 
portant charge, which is committed to you? O let not 
your children and your ſervants be witneſſes againſt 
you | Nor let the careleſs and profane conduct of others 
direct your practice. Though you ſhould be derided 
and deſpiſed as preciſe and ſingular, be not afraid or 
aſhamed to pray with and inſtruct all thoſe, who are 
under your care; for thus only will you prove, that you 
feel the worth of your own ſouls. | 

The departure of Joſhua, we have ſeen, was moſt 
glorious. Who would not wiſh to die, like this emi- 
nent faint, counſclling, encouraging, and earneſtly ſoli- 
citing, every ſurviving friend to cleave unto the Lord? 
And have we not known or heard of many in our day, 
who have teſtified, with their laſt breath, that they have 
ſerved a faichful and a gracious Maſter, that all the 
promiſes have been fulfilled, and that © not one good 
thing hath failed?“ This ſhould convince us more 
firmly of the truth and excellence of religion, while 
we perceive what ſupport and confidence it can admi- 
niſter, when every earthly comfort is about to be with- 
drawn. This ſhould animate us to perſevere in a con- 
tinual devotedneſs to God, from the expectation, that 
We alſo ſhall finiſh our courſe with joy. 

But how terrible the caſe of the ſinner, who 
de js driven away in his wickedneſs!” What teſti- 
mony can he bear? Or what enccu-agement can 

"F 1 He 
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He give to others? Would He moſt importunately 
requeſt his friends and his children to follow him ? 
Cr are there any to bleſs His memory? * When 
the wicked periſh, there is ſhouting “.O that 
the God of all grace may rouſe the impenitent 
from their wretched ſtupidity, awaken them with 
a ſenſe of their danger, and reveal his Salvation 
to them! Thus will they live and die with happineſs 
to themſelves, and with uſefulneſs to others; and, 
when the Iſrael of God ſhall be brought to the hea- 
venly Canaan, they alſo ſhall enter with great tri- 
umph into the promiſed and purchaſed inheritance, 
8 FE | . 

| Prov. xi. 10. 
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SECT. 2. 


Jaſbua prefigured the Saviour, as Captain of the Lord's 
boſts—called by the ſame name—like. Him, ſent by a 

divine commiſſion—qualified for his office—condu#ted 
the people —ſubdued their enemies by feebleſt means — 
ſpared and received thoſe, who would ſubmit—deftroyed 
bis oppoſers— made his followers to triumph, and fixed 
them in the promiſed inheritance, - 


Ir is the principal deſign of theſe practical reflec- 
tions on Scripture Characters, to point out the ex- 
cellencies and defects of each example, that, while 
we cenſure the latter and admire the former, we may 
the better rectify our own conduct. But beſides this 
mere hiſtorical improvement of the ſacred records, we 
have occaſionally attempted to derive another advan- 
tage, by inſticuting a compariſon between ſome of the 
moſt eminent ſaints and the pattern of all righteouſ- 
neſs, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, For in them is exhibited ' 
a repreſentation of the offices which He ſuſtains, and 
of the power, grace, and faithfulneſs, which He has 
diſplayed, in the Redemption of his people. Such 
perſons, we ſay, were types of Chriſt, or figures, which 
contain a reſemblance of Him, in ſome or. other of his 
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perfections, in the work He has undertaken, or in the 
benefits He beſtows. 

It muſt be confeſſed, that the ſubject requires much 
judgment and diſcretion, as well as pious affections. 
A wild and unreſtrained imagination would be parti- 
cularly miichievous here. We lament, that certain 
expounders of the ſcriptures, with the beſt intentions, 
have .done little more than indulge their own fooliſh 
reveries; and thereby the truths of God, which they 
profeſs to recommend, are expoſed to contempt. But 
while we are aware of this danger, and deſire to avoid 
it, we apprehend, that we have ſufficient authority for 
the typical interpretation of many of thoſe ancient hiſto- 
ries recorded 1n the Bible, For this purpoſe, therefore, 
we reſume' the life of Joſhua, in many parts of which 
we ſhall perceive an. alluſive repreſentation of the 
Saviour, of the commiſſion with which He 1s inveſted, 
and of the mighty work which he performs for the ſal- 
vation of his people. 

Our meditations on theſe things, we truſt, will not 
be deſtitute of profit or delight, as they will tend to 
give us clearer and more enlarged conceptions of the 
glory, power, and love of Chriſt, Is not this He, to 
whom we have reſigned the care, and government, 
and protection of our ſouls? Will it not, therefore, 
confirm our faith, enliven our hope, and excite the 
moſt fervent gratitude and joy in our hearts, to obſerve, 
that in Jeſus we have a Prince of moſt exalted dignity, 
an infallible Guide, an invincible Defender ? For, what 
Joſhua was to the tribes of Iſrael, our Jeſus is to the 
univerſal Church. He himſelf has aſſerted his right to 

| that 
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that title, TR Capralx or THE Lord's Rost.“ 
In this very character he appeared to Joſhua, when 
meditating the ſiege of Jericho, and the ſame office he 
yet continues to ſuſtain for his believing people, whom 
he calls out to an honourable warfare, and engages to 
make victorious over all their enemies. Accordingly, 
He is deſcribed by an ancient Prophet as © A Leader 
and Commander,” and by an Apoſtle as The Cap- 
tain of our falvation *.“ 

It ought not to paſs unobſerved, that the Jewiſh 
Governor was diſtinguiſhed by the ſame name as the 
great Redeemer of the world, undoubtedly with a 
reference to Him; whence, however different the lan- 
. guage be, in which it is expreſſed, the meaning and the 
interpretation are one. If the Greeks write Jesvs, 
and the Hebrews Joshua, they both intend the 
SAVIOUR. In two paſſages we read Jesvs, where the 
Iſraelitiſh General is intended, and the word ſhould, 
more properly, have been tranſlated Josua F. 

But, not to inſiſt on the name, we conſider the 
arduous employment, to which they were reſpectively 
appointed. Moſes was not permitted to conduct the 
Iſraelites into the promiſed land; but that peculiar 
honour was reſerved for Joſhua, who was raiſed up 
for the very purpoſe. Nor ought we to forget, that 
none but Jeſus can put us into the poſſeſſion of hea- 
ven, As Moſes was a guide to Iſrael for a time, ſo 
may the law be * our ſchool-maſter, to bring us un- 
to Chriſt .“ But what the law cannot do, that He 
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is able to effect, and pledges himſelf for the perform- 


ance. 1 ; ; 
This was an office, which Joſhua did not take to 


| himſelf; but he was expreſsly called to it, and inveſted 


with it, by the higheſt authority, He received his 
commiſſion immediately from God, and entered upon 


his work with the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of the divine di- 


rection and ſupport. Our exalted Leader, in like 
manner, was conſtituted the Head of the Church by 
a particular deſignation ; and therefore he declared, 


that He came down from heaven, not to do his 
own will, but the will of him that ſent him “.“ 


Though, according to his original ſtate, he was equal 


with God, and poſſeſſed the ſame glory as the Fa- 


ther, yet he ſubmitted, for our ſakes, to become a 
ſervant; and in his mediatorial character, as if he had 
been an inferior, he was ſet apart for his great under- 
taking, and furniſhed with full powers for its execu- 
tion. In his human nature he was capable of feeling 


| weakneſs and fear; and therefore promiſes of comfort 


and aſſiſtance were given him, that he might not faint 


under the weight of his charge. For thus ſpake Je- 


hovah, Behold my ſervant, whom I uphold; mine 
elect, in whom my ſoul delighteth. —I, the Lord, have 
called thee in righteouſneſs, and will hold thine hand, 
and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the 
people, for a light of the Gentiles f.“ Jeſus, then, 
was ſuſtained by the Godhead, and thus © travelled in 
the greatneſs of his ſtrength;“ nor did he ceaſe from 
his work, till he faid, “It is finiſhed.” 


* John vi. 38. + Iſa. xlii. 1, 6. 
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The Iſraelites had the ſtrongeſt evidence, that their 


Captain was placed over them by a divine commiſ- 


ſion, and, if any one of them had denied his autho-— 


rity, or refuſed obedience to his command, the tranſ- 
greſſor would have been liable to the ſevereſt puniſn- 
ment, We alſo are favoured with teſtimonies more 
numerous, clear, and indubitable, that our Jeſus is © a 
Prophet come from God,” nay that he is no other 
than Tye LoRD FROM»HEAVEN,” and that, as ſuch, 
he has an inconteſtable claim to our unfeigned regard 


and ſubmiſſion. He could confidently appeal to a 


long train of miracles, in proof of his miſſion and 
character. The Goſpel, therefore, does not barely 
ſolicit, but demand, our cordial aſſent and compliance 
on pain of eternal damnation; and thoſe, who reject 
it, after a propoſal of its offers, will be left without 
excuſe. © See, then, that ye- refuſe not Him that 
ſpeaketh *,” For a voice from heaven proclaims, 
« This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed : 
hear ye him f.“ 


It is allowed, that Joſhua was qualified for his of- 


fice, as being poſſeſſed of all neceſſary abilities. And 
ſhall we not maintain, that Jeſus was every way fitted 
' for his great undertaking? His power, wiſdom, love, 
and faithfulneſs, have all been demonſtrated with ſuch 
unqueſtionable evidence, as forbids us to harbour any 
diſhonourable thoughts of him. We rejoice, then, 
that He is able to fave to the uttermoſt,” that © He 
will finiſh the work in righteouſneſs,” and that He 
will not fail nor be diſcouraged, till he have ſet judg- 


* Heb, xii, 25, + Matt, xvii. 5, 
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ment in the earth,“ and fully accompliſhed the ſalva- 
tion of all who believe. 7 
If we purſue the hiſtory of Joſhua, we ſhall per- 
ceive an inſtructive repreſentation of the benefits, 
which we expect to derive from the guidance and 
the card of Jeſus. When the people were firſt com- 
mitted to his charge, after their tedious pilgrimage, 
they had the land of promiſe in their view, but yet 
the deep and overflowing waters of Jordan oppoſed 
their entrance: and, had they not been ſupported 
by a firm reliance upon God, they might ſtill have 
funk down in deſpair. But it was ſufficient for them, 
that the Lord had appointed them a Leader, by whom 
He would bring them into Canaan, whom, therefore, 
it was their chief concern to follow and obey. Under 
the direction of Joſhua the waves divided, and Jor- 
dan itſelf afforded them a ſafe and comfortable 
paſſage to the inheritance, they had long and. eagerly 
defired, | 
The application is obvious. This world is a wil- 
derneſs, in which, like weary. pilgrims, we wander for 
a ſeaſon, We have the proſpect, indeed, of a glorious 
kingdom, but before we can be admitted into it, we 
mult go © through the valley of the ſhadow of death,” 
which may not improperly be compared to the deep 
waters of Jordan, How terrible does it appear 
Who does not ſhrink back from it with diſmay? If 
we preſume to ſet forward without our Guide, we 
ſink, we periſh. But let us not forget, Who under- 
takes to lead us, Jeſus himſelf has gone before, and 
engages to conduct us in perfect ſecurity. Let us 
: ariſe 
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ariſe at his call, nor fear to tread, where He ſhall point 
out the way, and we ſhall ſee greater things than the 
Iſraelites did. How many have already experienced 
his faithfulneſs, and encourage us to rely upon his 
care! One ſays, Though I walk through the val- 
ley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil; for 
Thou art with me *.” Another teſtifies, © My fleſh 
and my heart faileth ; but God is the ſtrength of my 
heart, and my portion for ever f.“ A third declares, 
“ Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, 
according to thy word; for mine eyes have ſeen thy 
Salvation 4.“ A fourth exults in the view of his diſ- 
ſolution, and cries out, © Thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 
For I know whom [| have believed, and am per- 
ſuaded that He is able to keep that which I have com- 
mitted unto him againſt that day $.” 

This confidence is not peculiar to ancient times. 
The ſame knowledge of the Saviour, the ſame de- 
pendence on him, will produce the ſame effects in 
. every age. There have been many, within our own 
obſervation, who, following the guidance of Jeſus, and 
truſting in his protection, though ſtanding on the 
banks of Jordan, have been able to ſmile, and ling, 
and triumph. Nor is this aſſurance to be condemn- 
ed as preſumption, ſince it ariſes from a perſuaſion 
of the ſufficiency of Chriſt, and from an entire reli- 
ance upon his promiſe. Do any therefore, who have 
believed in- his name, tremble at the apprehenſion 


* Plal. xxiil. 4. f lit. 26. Lake ii. 29, 30. 
J 1 Cor, xv. 57. 2 Tim. i. 12. ; 
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of their departure? We encourage you to be of good 
comfort: O ye of little faith, wherefore do ye 
doubt?“ Only “ commit the keeping of your fouls to 
Jeſus in well-doing ;” and then fear not the deep waters 
which obſtruct you; but“ lift up your heads, for your 
redemption draweth nigh.” 

We ſhall perceive another reſemblance of our ex- 
alted Leader, in a different point of view, if we accom- 
pany the Jewiſh Commander in the war which he 
maintained againſt the Canaanites. He was taught to 
expect a ſevere conflict; for, though he was placed 
at the head of a numerous hoſt, he had to contend 
with enemies, who were far ſuperior both in number 
and power. But he was aſſured, that not a man ſhould 
be able to ſtand before him; and it is beautiful to be- 
hold his undaunted courage and unwearied exertions, 
in behalf of Iſrael; while he conducted his my from 
one conqueſt to another. 

But our eyes are unto Thee, O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who art © the Captain of our Salvation.” Thou 
haſt ſet up the ſtandard of thy crofs, and directed all, 
who would follow thee, to“ gird themſelves unto 
battle: We, therefore, deſire to give in our names 
to thee, that we may be thy « faithful ſoldiers and 
ſervants unto our lives end.” But © we have no 
might againſt chat great company, that cometh againſt 
us, neither know we what to do.” © O Lord, under- 
take for us,” and go forth with us againſt them that 
oppole us; for © vain is the help of man. Through 
thee we ſhall do valiantly ; for thou wilt tread down 
our enemies,” We read and hear of thouſands of thy 

ſaints, 
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ſaints, whom thou haſt enabled to © fight the good 
fight,” and to finiſh their warfare in a glorious and 
triumphant manner: O Lord, inſpire us with the ſame 
ardour, which they poſſeſſed; make us, like them, 
faithful unto death;” and then, of thine infinite 
mercy, bettow upon us * the crown of life !”? 

The Ifraclites, we have ſeen, advanced under the 
command of Joſhua againſt the ſtrong and fortified 
city of Jericho, and attempted its reduction by a moſt 
uncommon mode of attack. For who would have 
thought, that the blaſt of rams horns and the ſhout 
of a multitude would have brought down the high 
walls and bulwarks ? Not leſs fingular, nor leſs 
efficacious, are the means, by which Feſus, who con- 
ducts his people © againſt principalities and powers,” 
* pulls down their ſtrong holds, enters even into the 
palace of the proud uſurper, and, * overcoming him, 
talceth from him all his armour, wherein he truſted, 
and divideth his ſpoils . The preaching of the Gof- 
pel, weak and contemptible as it may appear, though 
not recommended © with excellency of fpeech or of 
wiſdom,” nor enforced by human power, has accom- 
pliſned wonderful events, not leſs ſ{urpriftng than the 
conqueſt of Jericho. Many preſumptuous oppoſers 
have been hereby ſubdued, Satan has been diſpoſſeſſed 

of the hearts of his chief adherents, the kingdom of 
righteouſneſs has been enlarged; and, by this very ordi- 
nance, our Joſhua ſhall extend his victories to the 
moſt diſtant lands, and * will draw all men unto 


him,” 


* Luke xi. 22. 
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One family of the accurſed city was ſaved. Rahab 
bad faith in God, joined herſelf to his people, and 


therefore periſhed not with the unbelievers “. She 


was thenceforth incorporated with the Iſraelites, and 
was the root of an honourable houſehold among them. 
This was an 1ntimation of deſigns of mercy to the 
Gentile world; and it repreſents to us the readineſs of 


the Saviour to pardon, and to admit into his Church, 


even thoſe who have been of the vileſt character, 
Their paſt iniquities, though moſt heinous, and their 
former connections with his avowed enemies, ſhall not 
diſqualify them for his favour : for © the publicans and 
the harlots may go into the kingdom of God f.“ 
Let them only ſubmit, like Rahab, crediting the di- 
vine declarations; our Joſhua will ſpare them, and 
number them among the true Iſraelites. | 

The fame of Joſhua ſpread a terror through the 
land; and, though the inhabitants in general were 
moſt obdurate, and determined to oppoſe his arms, 
there were ſome who delired conditions of peace. 


The men of Gibeon made a league with him. They 


were then taken under his protection; and, whilſt the 
neighbouring ſtates were confederate againſt them, 


and aimed at their deſtruction, on account of their 


alliance with the Jewiſh Leader, he fought their bat- 
tles for them, and ſecured them the victory F.—And 
it will be for the intereſt and happineſs of ſinners, 
to ſeek the friendſhip of the Saviour, and to enter 


into a covenant with Him, even upon his own terms. 


Though the world reject his authority, and unite in 


* Heb. xi. 31. + Matt. xxi. 31. 1 Joſh. ix. & x. 
| perſecuting 
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perſecuting thoſe who ſurrender unto Him, Jeſus will 


receive them graciouſly, and will be a ſufficient defence 
to them from the violence and rage of their aſſociated 
enemies. 


How vain is reſiſtance to ſuch a Commander! 


W hat nation or city was able to ſtand againſt Joſhua ? 
If we follow him from one encampment to another, 
we ſhall ſee all the kings of Canaan confounded, van- 
quiſhed, and deſtroyed before him. How complete 
was the triumph, when © he called for all the men of 
Iſrael, and faid unto the captains of the men of war, 
which went with him, Come near, put your feet upon 
the necks of theſe kings“! But you, who are enrol- 
ed in the armies of the faithful under the direction 
and ſupport. of our illuſtrious Head, ſhall obtain a 
conqueſt infinitely more glorious. Have you any cruel 
adverſaries, who, for your attachment to Jeſus, de- 
clare themſelves againſt you? He, whom you ſerve, 
ſays, Fear them not. Look unto the end, when your 
moſt powerful oppoſers ſhall be made to bow down 
before you with unutterable anguiſh, and ſhall receive 


the ſentence of condemnation from your mouth: for 


te the ſaints ſhall judge the world f. Does Satan, the 
avowed enemy of God and man, attempt to ſeduce, to 
perplex, and devour you? Reſiſt him manfully, and 
& he will flee from you .“ Put on the whole ar- 
mour of God;“ and, while you fight with thoſe wea- 
pons only, which are © mighty through God,” you 
may rejoice in the aſſurance, that the God of peace 


* Joſh. x. 24. t 1 Cor. vi. 2, 1 James iv. 7. 
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ſhall bruiſe Satan under your feet ſhortly *. Do your 
inward luſts, with the moſt formidable and continual 
aſſaults, ſtrive for the maſtery, and threaten to over- 
whelm and deſtroy you? O ſeek the help of Jeſus, 
who alone can ſubdue in you every wrong principle 
and affection, He will communicate ſuch a meaſure 
of the ſanctifying influence of his Spirit, that © Sin 
ſhall not have dominion over you f.“ Under His care, 
then, you ſhall be ſupported in the conflict, and in the 
end you ſhall obtain a perfect and everlaſting deliver- 
ance. | 

This is a victory, which cannot be effected by the 
powers of reaſon, the refined arguments of human 
philoſophy, or the ſtrength of our own reſolutions, but 
which Jeſus beſtows, which 1s to be acquired only by 
living in dependence on His grace and righteouſneſs, 


and which, therefore, none but Believers can enjoy 4. 


In order to gain this honourable conqueſt, we muſt 
ce fight the good fight of faith.” And if we are en- 
gaged in the Chriſtian warfare, let us beware, leſt, by 
any perfidiouſneſs, we provoke our Captain to with- 
draw from us, and to leave us expoſed to the aſſaults 
of our enemies. For He is «© jealous for his holy 
name,” and will refuſe to go before us, if ever we 
ſhould be induced, like Achan, to © take of the ac- 
curſed thing.“ | 

But many belong not to the armies of Iſrael. The 
worldly, the ſenſual, the proud, the covetous, what- 
ever they may profeſs, follow not our Leader, but 
are © the adverſaries of the Lord.” And what have 


Rom. xvi, 200 f Rom. vi. 14, 4 1 John v. 4, 5. 
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you to expect at his hands? You have heard of the 
very terrible deſtruction, to which Joſhua devoted the 
ſinners of Canaan. But we want words to convey any 
adequate idea of the tremendous ruin, the © everlaſt- 
ing puniſhment,” to which Jeſus will condemn thoſe 
who will not yield ſubmiſſion to his authority. You 
muſt either bow to the ſceptre of his grace, and thus 
« make peace with him;” or elſe, © he will break 
you with a rod of iron, and daſh you in pieces like a 
potter's veſſel “.“ 

We haſten to the cloſe of this hiſtory, wherein we 
meet with another beautiful repreſentation of the faith- 
fulneſs and ſufficiency of the Saviour, while we obſerve 
the Iſraclitiſh General fixing and eſtabliſhing his peo- 
ple in their inheritance. It was the purpoſe of God 
from the beginning, and had been repeatedly declared 
to his ſervants in different ages, that the deſcendants 
of Abraham ſhould poſſeſs the kingdom of Canaan,— 
the land which the Lord had “ eſpied for them, flow- 
ing with milk and honey, and which was the glory of 


all lands f.“ Many previous meaſures were taken, in 


order to prepare for this event, but the completion of 
the deſign was reſerved for Joſhua. It was he, who, 
in a triumphant manner, conducted the hoſts of Iſrael 
into that delightful country, who aſſigned to the various 
tribes their reſpective portions, and ſaw them ſettled 
in peace and proſperity around him. Then, when the 


whole ſcheme was accompliſhed, they were all required 


to teſtify, that © not one thing had failed of all the 


good things, which the Lord their God ſpake concern- 


* Pſal. ii. 9. + Ezek. xx. 6. Deut. xi. 10—12. 
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ing them.” To Him, therefore, © who keepeth 
truth for ever,” they were taught to aſcribe the praiſe. 
& For they got not the land in poſſeſſion by their 
own ſword, neither did their own arm ſave them; but 
thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy 
countenance, becauſe thou hadſt a favour unto them *.” 

In theſe ſeveral circumſtances we diſcover a ſtriking 
reſemblance of the great plan of Salvation. The re- 
deemed of the Lord ſhall “ inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for them from the foundation of the world :” 
For © it is their Father's good pleaſure to give them 
the kingdom f.“ Much has been done in various 
. ways to forward the gracious deſign; but the full 
performance is intruſted to the care of Jeſus, He 
is © the Captain of the Lord's hoſts,” who ſtands 
engaged to bring them to heaven. This was the ob- 
ject of his counfels from the beginning, nor will he 
leave his {ſcheme unfiniſhed. For the accompliſhment 
of his purpoſe, he relinquiſhed the throne of his glo- 
ry, became obegient to the Jaw, was made a curſe, 
died, went down into the grave, and roſe again: and, 
though he now reigns above, he is carrying on 
the ſame work, and, with a particular regard to it, he 
will continue to maintain univerſal dominion, © until 
the redemption of the purchaſed poſſeſſion, unto the 
praiſe of his glory.” Not one of his faithful followers 
{bal} fail of attaining “ the promiſe of eternal inherit- 
ance;” for it is © reſerved in heaven for them,” and 
they © are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto ſalvation . His grace and truth are pledged 


* Pal. xliv. 3. + Matt. xxv. 34. Luke xii. 32. 
t 1 Pet. i. 4, 5. 
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for their preſent ſecurity, and for their final admiſſion 
into © the joy of their Lord.” They ſhall © fit with 
him in his throne, and ſhall reign for ever and 
ever. 1 85 8 

Canaan, we have ſeen, as the land of RESH into 
which the Hebrews were conducted, typified the hea- 
venly country, to which our expectations are raiſed. 
But how inferior, and how defective, the former, in 
compariſon of the latter! The Reſt of the Iſraelites 
was far from being complete, and was but of a ſhort 
duration: and therefore one of a more excellent nature 
is provided for us by the Goſpel. For if Jeſus (or 
Joſhua) had given them Reſt, (in the full ſenſe of 
the word) then would he not afterward have ſpoken 
of another day f.“ But now © there remaineth a reſt 
for the people of God: -a Reſt which may properly 
be called ſo, perfect in degree, and everlaſting in 
continuance. How delightful the proſpect! © It 
doth not yet appear, what we ſhall be ; but we know, 
that, when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him; for 
we ſhall ſee him as he is 1.“ | 

It will then be confeſſed, that the Lord “ hath done 
all things well,” in truth as well as mercy, that he 
hath fulfilled his Covenant, and that not one of all 
his precious promiſes has failed. Then, what accla- 
mations of joy and gratitude will break forth from all 
the ranſomed of the Lord, who ſhall come to Zion! 
But to whom will the praiſe be due? They will all 
cry, out, in admiration of the grace of Jeſus, © Into 


Rev. iii. 21. xxii.5, f Heb. iv. 8. 1 John iii. a. 
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him that loved us, and waſhed us from our fins in his 
own blood, and hath made us kings and prieſts unto 
God and his Father, to him be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen “.“ 5 

The ſubject is moſt intereſting and claims FE atten- 
tion of different characters. 

1. You, who are deſirous of entering into his Reſt, 
muſt enliſt under the banners of - this Captain, and 
© endure hardneſs, as good ſoldiers of Jefus Chriſt.” 
For © the kingdom of heaven ſuffereth violence, and 
the violent take it by force f.“ The enſign is lifted 
up, wherever the Goſpel is preached. Who are they, 
that flock unto it? * Who is on the Lord's fide ?” 
How ſtrange is it, that ſo many are unwilling to join 
the armies of Iſrael! For, Who will not wiſh to be of 
their company, when their warfare is accompliſhed, 
and they take poſſeſſion of their inheritance ? Be per- 
ſuaded, then, to comply with the gracious invitation 
of the Saviour, and cheerfully and cordially ſurrender 
up your all to him, faying, © Lord, I am thine; make 
me faithful in thy ſervice, and lead me forward in what- 
ever way thou-pleaſeſt ; only may I at laſt be crowned 
with victory in thy preſence !”. | 

2. You, who profeſs his name, and follow his ſtand- 
ard, © quit yourſelves like men, be ftrong.” Conti- 
nue to maintain the glorious conflict, which, ſevere as 
it may be, will ſhortly be ended, and will iffue in your 
unſpeakable felicity. Then © be not wearied, nor 
faint in your minds.” Behold the prize which is ſet 
before you; and let the proſpect of © the glory, which 


* Rev.i. 6, 6. 1 Matt, xi. 12. 
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ſhall be revealed in you,” animate your ſouls to the 
moſt vigorous exertions. If you tremble at the oppo- 
ſition of your enemies, you forget ſurely, that © the 
battle is the Lord's.“ It is diſhonourable in you, who 
have ſuch exalted expectations, to indulge a fear: and, 
by deſpondency of mind, you betray your Maſter's 
cauſe, and make all his adverſaries to triumph. Burt, 
if you ſupport your character, and preſerve a ſteady 
courage, in a dependence on Him, under whom you 
fight, you ſhall not be aſhamed at. the laſt, but come 
off * more than conquerors,” however weak and 
defenceleſs you may now ſeem. ' Even in this life, 
© One man of you ſhall chaſe a thouſand: for the 
Lord your God, He it is that fighteth for you, as he 
hath promiſed you ®,” And hereafter, -*© you ſhall 
ſtand in great boldneſs, before the face of ſuch as have 
afflicted you ;—who ſhall be troubled with terrible fear, 
and ſhall be amazed at the ſtrangeneſs of your ſalva- 
tion, ſo far beyond all that they looked for 7. 
Therefore F 

3. You, who are engaged in rebellion againſt the 
Lord's Anointed, who reje& his grace and reſiſt his 
government, are earneſtly exhorted to conſider your 
ſtate, You, ſay, „ We will not have this man to 
reign over us}: We aſk you, then, Is not your 
conduct moſt baſe? For, to whom do you ſhew con- 
tempt, or refuſe obedience ? Is it not to Him, who 
has created and ſuſtained you; to whom you are in- 


debted for that very life, which you employ againſt 


* Joſh, xxiii. 10. + Wiſd. v. 1, 2. 
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him? Ts it not to Him, who has been ſending to you, 


from year to year, the offers of his mercy, and be- 
ſeeching you to be ſaved? And is He to be deſpifed 
and oppoſed ? 

But we inquire further, Are you not ating a dan- 
gerous part; as if you were obſtinately bent upon your 
own ruin? For, while you riſe up in rebellion againſt 
Chrift, what do you but provoke Him to riſe up 
againſt you? And what iſſue can you expect in this 
unequal conteſt? Be ſure, that He will be true to 
his word: you ſhall ſtand at his bar; you ſhall hear 
that tremendous ſentence, © Thoſe mine enemits bring 
| hither, and ſlay them before me.” And Who ſhall 
deliver you out of his hand? O ſubmit to him with- 
out reſerve: Bow down at his feet, and intreat him to 
make peace with you. © Kiſs the Son, leſt he be 


angry, and ye periſh from the way, when his wrath is 


kindled but a little. Bleſſed are all they, that put their 
truſt in Him *.” 
® Pſal. ii. 12. 
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